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FOCUS 
Weekly Poll*

Knox County 
Commissioner At Large 

Mike Hammond has 
proposed both a property 
tax increase and a sales 
tax increase for schools.

Would you 
support 

Commissioner 
Mike 

Hammond for 
reelection?

SUPPORT  23.52%
OPPOSE 76.48%

Survey conducted 
May 29, 2012.

* Focus Weekly Polls are conducted 
by an independent, professional polling 

company.

Tennessee 
Conservative Union 
opposes proposed 
Knox County Tax 
Increase

The Tennessee Conserva-
tive Union has announced 
its opposition to a proposed 
Knox County Tax increase. “It 
is not wise or right to propose 
a tax increase in the midst of 
the second worst economic 
time in a century,” said Chair-
man Lloyd Daugherty as he 
urged Knox County Commis-
sion to vote for Knox County 
Mayor Tim Burchett’s budget 
and against the proposed 
$35 million increase in the 
school’s budget.

“This is a time of auster-
ity for families, business and 
government,” Daugherty con-
tinued. “We also find it highly 
questionable that spending 
more money will increase 
the quality of education. 
At the very least, a budget 
increase of this size should 
be debated and researched 
over a much longer period of 
time.”

The Tennessee Conserva-
tive Union, the main oppo-
sition to a state income tax 
since 1982, normally does 
not involve itself in local tax 
issues. “However,” Daugh-
erty said, “the current debate 
about Knox County taxes is 
profound. In many ways. Knox 
County sets the example for 
surrounding counties. A tax 
increase here could mean 
potentially higher taxes for 
the whole region, making life 
here less affordable and the 
whole area less attractive for 
businesses.”

“Mayor Burchett was 
elected by an overwhelming 
majority on a platform and 
promise of no new taxes. 
We commend him for keep-
ing his promise,” concluded 
Daugherty. 

Daddy Daughter 
Dance to kick 

off Father’s Day 
weekend in 

Knoxville
 Girls of all ages are 

invited to put on their 
best dresses and dance 
the night away with dad 
at Knoxville’s annual 
Daddy Daughter Dance. 
The dance will be held at 
Knoxville’s Crowne Plaza 
Hotel from 7 to 10 p.m. 
on Friday, June 15.

The Daddy Daughter 
Dance is open to girls of 

all ages. Girls may bring 
any role model they have 
in their lives.

“The Daddy Daugh-
ter Dance is a great way 
to kick off Father’s Day 
weekend. We want all 
girls to have a positive 
male role model in their 
lives, and we invite girls of 
the community to spend 
the evening celebrating 
their dads or other role 
models and the special 
relationship they share,” 
said Booth Kammann, 
CEO of the Girl Scout 
Council of the Southern 

Appalachians (GSCSA).
Attendees will enjoy 

light appetizers and des-
sert by Chick-fil-A, a pro-
fessional photograph 
to take home that eve-
ning, a make-and-take-
home craft, a DJ, a goody 
bag and a flower to take 
home. The evening will 
end with milk and cook-
ies provided by Chick-fil-A 
and Weigel’s.

The Daddy Daugh-
ter Dance is hosted by 
Girl Scout Council of 
the Southern Appala-
chians, but the event is 

not limited to Girl Scouts. 
Girls of all ages are invit-
ed to attend.

The event is sponsored 
by Chick-fil-A, Weigel’s, 
Neil Studios and KnoxVe-
gas DJs.

Tickets are $25 for a 
dad and one daughter 
and $40 for a dad and 
multiple daughters. Tick-
ets may be purchased 
online at www.GirlScout-
csa.org or at the door, 
pending space availabil-
ity.

Dance the night away with dad

A study of services pro-
vided to formerly homeless 
people now living in perma-
nent supportive housing in 
Knoxville shows cost sav-
ings in many areas. The 
study compared the costs 
of a year in housing to a 
year on the streets.

The study of 41 residents 
at a handful of sites includ-
ing Minvilla Manor showed 
that costs of community 
services dropped signifi-
cantly from pre-housing 
costs. However, because 
a small number of partici-
pants had significant med-
ical needs throughout the 
course of the study, costs 
for health care services 
were up for the group over 
the previous year, causing 
the overall costs to go up 
slightly.

A statistical analysis of 
the data, factoring out the 
most extreme costs from 
both the “homeless” group 
as well as the “housed” 
group, indicates that for 
the most typical cases, 
an overall cost savings is 
seen for individuals who 
have been housed. These 
results are consistent with 
similar research conducted 
in other parts of the coun-
try.

“This shows that per-
manent supportive hous-
ing is doing what it is sup-
posed to do,” said Michael 
Dunthorn, the City’s proj-
ect manager for homeless-
ness prevention programs. 
“It is keeping people off the 
streets, out of jail and out of 
mental health crisis treat-
ment. There were a small 
number of individuals with 
significant medical needs 
that continued even after 
they were housed, but that 
is not surprising for a high-
risk population. Living in 
supportive housing makes 
them more likely to get the 
health care they need.”

The study was coordinat-
ed by Dunthorn and con-
ducted by researchers from 
the Knox County Health 
Department Epidemiol-
ogy Program and the Uni-
versity of Tennessee Col-
lege of Social Work. They 
tracked services provided 
to the 41 permanent sup-
portive housing residents, 
and compared them to the 
same population’s usage 
of services during the year 
prior to entering housing.

Among the findings:
Costs of community ser-•	
vices including emer-
gency shelter, emer-
gency medical services 
and jail costs dropped 

Report Shows 
Costs, Benefits 
of Permanent 
Supportive 
Housing

Last Tuesday, Presi-
dent Barack Obama hon-
ored Patricia “Pat” Sum-
mitt, former head coach 
and current head coach 
emeritus of the Universi-
ty of Tennessee’s wom-
en’s basketball team, with 
the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom. The Medal of 
Freedom is the Nation’s 
highest civilian honor, 
presented to individuals 
who have made especially 
meritorious contributions 
to the security or nation-
al interests of the United 
States, to world peace, 
or to cultural or other sig-
nificant public or private 
endeavors.

President Obama said, 
“Coach Summitt is an 
inspiration - both as the 
all-time winningest NCAA 
coach, and as someone 
who is willing to speak so 

openly and courageous-
ly about her battle with 
Alzheimer’s. Pat’s gift 
has always been her abil-
ity to push those around 
her to new heights, and 
over the last 38 years, 
her unique approach has 
resulted in both unparal-
leled success on the court 
and unrivaled loyalty from 
those who know her and 
those whose lives she has 
touched. Pat’s coaching 
career may be over, but 
I’m confident that her 
work is far from finished. 
I look forward to awarding 
her this honor.”

In addition to accom-
plishing an outstanding 
career as the all-time win-
ningest leader among all 
NCAA basketball coach-
es, Coach Summitt has 
taken Tennessee to more 
Final Four appearances 

than any other coach 
and has the second best 
record of NCAA Champi-
onships in basketball. She 
has received numerous 
awards, including being 
named Naismith Wom-
en’s Collegiate Coach of 
the Century.

As we approach the 
40th anniversary of the 
signing of Title IX, Sum-
mitt’s remarkable career 
reflects her rightful place 
in history as an unpar-
alleled figure in wom-
en’s team sports. Off 
the court, Pat’s work as 
a spokesperson in the 
fight against Alzheimer’s 
through the Pat Summitt 
Foundation Fund is truly 
inspirational. The Pat 
Summitt Foundation will 
make grants to nonprof-
its to provide education 
and awareness, support 

to patients and families, 
and research to prevent, 
cure and ultimately eradi-
cate early onset demen-
tia, Alzheimer’s type.

Also receiving the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom 
were: Madeleine Albright, 
John Doar, Bob Dylan, Wil-
liam Foege, John Glenn, 
Gordon Hirabayashi, Dolo-
res Huerta, Jan Karski, 
Juliette Gordon Low, Toni 
Morrison, Shimon Peres 
and John Paul Stevens.

President Obama said, 
“These extraordinary hon-
orees come from different 
backgrounds and differ-
ent walks of life, but each 
of them has made a last-
ing contribution to the life 
of our Nation.  They’ve 
challenged us, they’ve 
inspired us, and they’ve 
made the world a better 
place.”

President Obama 
honors Summitt

Photo by Dan Andrews

President Obama presents the Presidential Medal of Freedom to Pat Summitt in a special ceremony Tuesday.



PAGE A2	 The Knoxville Focus	 June 4, 2012

Yes, it’s a weather 
column. Deal with it. With 
the arrival and passing of 
another Memorial Day, it 
is now time to usher in the 
favorite time of year for 
most people. Friday was 
the beginning of meteo-
rological summer in the 
Northern Hemisphere. 
Almost everyone is excit-
ed. School kids, teachers, 
lake lovers, and other sun 
worshippers will revel in 
the next three months. I 
will get through them.

It’s really not my fault 
that I’m not particularly 
fond of summer. I am a 
hard wired weather geek. 
I don’t know exactly how 
that happened (twice) in 
our family, but it must be 
buried somewhere deep 
in the syntax of the DNA 
code. But regardless of 
its origin, my fondness 
for weather and its many 
manifestations just natu-
rally lends itself to a gener-
al disdain for summer.

Weather geeks and 
summer do not exactly 
constitute a match made 
in heaven. That is because 
for most locales, includ-
ing the Great Tennessee 
Valley, summer general-
ly brings with it the most 
mundane weather of the 

year. Between mid-June 
and early September, the 
average daily temperature 
in central East Tennes-
see varies by less than 5 
degrees Fahrenheit. Con-
trast that with autumn 
when the average daily 
high drops by about 30 
degrees between Septem-
ber and December.

In summer, the south-
east is generally under 
the influence of a dome 
or “ridge” of high pres-
sure. The strength, weak-
ness and position of this 
ridge provides about the 
only variation in summer 
weather patterns. If the 
ridge is weak or positioned 
too far east or west, mois-
ture can find its way into 
Tennessee, bringing with 
it the typical chance of 
evening summer thunder-
storms. But if the ridge is 
strong and positioned just 
right, a hot, dry weather 
pattern can ensue, and 
often for a very prolonged 
period of time.

But if one is to claim 
true weather geek status, 
he must acknowledge that 
even summer has provided 
some noteworthy weather 
occurrences for our region. 
Usually with summer, the 
notoriety is with trends 
rather than events. Per-
haps some of these will jog 
your memory as well.

2009: The summer that 
never came. For those of 
you who are convinced 
(perhaps by the second 
straight blistering hot 
Memorial Day weekend) 
that global warming has 

changed our summers for-
ever, I would call your atten-
tion to a summer just three 
years hence. In 2009 the 
mercury in greater Knox-
ville topped 90 degrees 
only once in July and three 
times in August. It was one 
of the coolest summers 
in memory. In many rural 
areas, heat-loving plants 
like crape myrtles never 
even bloomed.

2007: The summer that 
would not end. Five years 
ago the summer began 
with a whimper. Early July 
was seasonably cool, with 
a few days actually record-
ing highs in the 70s. But 
with August came an unre-
lenting ridge of high pres-
sure that would send ther-
mometers soaring above 
90 degrees for 31 con-
secutive days. But August 
was not the end. The ridge 
and its accompanying heat 
lasted through Septem-
ber and deep into Octo-
ber. There were 16 days in 
the 80s during October of 
2007.

2010: The unrelenting 
heat wave. While hot sum-
mers are certainly not a 
rarity in East Tennessee, 
no summer in my memory 
compares to the one from 
two years ago. In June, July, 
and August of 2010, the 
temperature in Knoxville 
reached above 90 degrees 
a staggering 68 times. 
The average high was 90 
in June, 92 in July, and 
91 in August. The inten-
sity and the sheer length 
of the heat wave were 
almost unprecedented for 

our region.
2002: Where’s the rain, 

brother? One of the sum-
mers that always comes to 
mind as I reflect on weath-
er patterns is the summer 
of 2002, when virtually no 
rain fell on some East Ten-
nessee locales from May 
to September. The stub-
born high pressure ridge 
locked firmly in place over 
the southeast kept the 
atmosphere capped for 
nearly the entire summer, 
depriving the Tennessee 
Valley of the precious rain-
fall it can normally count 
on. Mowers lost income, 
farmers lost crops, and 
only a few of the trees 
I planted on my land in 
anticipation of building a 
house barely survived.

20 05:  Hur r ic ane 
Katrina. While this event 
did not directly affect the 
weather in East Tennes-
see, it touched us all per-
haps more deeply than any 
weather event ever has. 
Hurricanes are generally 
autumn occurrences, but 
on August 29, 2005, just 
two days before the end 
of meteorological summer, 
Katrina slammed into the 
southeast coast of Louisi-
ana and roared into infamy 
as the most destructive 
natural disaster in the his-
tory of the United States. 
More than $81 billion in 
damage was recorded 
along the Gulf Coast, and 
1,836 people perished in 
the hurricane and its sub-
sequent flooding.

And that is one summer 
weather event we shall Continue on page 4
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By Richie Beeler“Hey, Dad,” one of my 
kids asked the other day, 
“what was your favorite fast 
food when you were grow-
ing up?”

“We didn’t have fast food 
when I was growing up,” I 
informed him.

“C’mon, seriously. Where 
did you eat?”

“It was a place called 
home,” I explained. “Grand-
ma cooked every day and 
when Grandpa got home 
from work, we sat down 
together at the dining room 
table, and if I didn’t like 
what she put on my plate, 
I was allowed to sit there 
until I did like it.”

By this time, the kid was 
laughing so hard I was afraid 
he was going to suffer seri-
ous internal damage, so I 
didn’t add the part about 
how I had to have permis-
sion to leave the table.

But here are some other 
things I would have told him 
about my childhood if I fig-
ured his system could have 
handled it.

My parents never owned 
their own house, wore Levis, 
set foot on a golf course, 
traveled out of the coun-
try or had a credit card. In 
their later years they had 
something called a revolv-
ing charge card. The card 
was good only at Sears 
Roebuck. Or maybe it was 
Sears AND Roebuck. Either 

way, there’s no Roebuck 
anymore.

My parents never drove 
me to soccer practise. 
This was mostly because 
we never heard of soccer. 
But also because we didn’t 
have a car. We didn’t have 
a television in the house till 
I was eleven, but my grand-
parents had one. Of course, 
it was black and white. but 
they bought a piece of col-
ored plastic to cover the 
screen. The top third was 
blue, like the sky, and the 
bottom third was green, 
like grass. The middle third 
was red. It was perfect for 
programs that had scenes 
of firetrucks riding across 
someone’s lawn on a sunny 
day.

I was thirteen before I 
tasted my first pizza. My 
friend, Ronnie, took me to 
Luigi’s to try what he said 
was “pizza pie.” When I bit 
into it, I burned the roof of 
my mouth and the cheese 
slid off, swung down, plas-
tered itself against my chin 
and burned that too. It’s still 
the best pizza I ever had.

Pizza wasn’t delivered to 
our home but milk was.

We didn’t have a car until I 
was fifteen. Before that, the 
only car in our family was 
my grandfather’s Plymouth. 
He called it a “machine.”

I never had a telephone 
in my room. The only phone 
in the house was in the 
living room and it was on a 
party line. Before you could 
dial, you had to listen and 
make sure some people 

Lessons from a famous feud

Knox County Commissioner At Large 
Mike Hammond has proposed both 
a property tax increase and a sales 

tax increase for schools.

FOCUS 
Weekly Poll

By Age Support  Oppose
18-29  100.00% [None] 2
30-49   27.14%  72.86% 70
50-65   22.10%  77.90% 181
65+   22.92%  77.08% 253
Total   23.52% (119) 76.48% (387) 506

By Commission District 
1   25.81%  74.19% 31
2   21.05%  78.95% 57
3   25.53%  74.47% 47
4   29.87%  70.13% 77
5   21.54%  78.46% 65
6   20.34%  79.66% 59
7   23.81%  76.19% 63
8   20.69%  79.31% 58
9   22.45%  77.55% 49
Total   23.52% (119) 76.48% (387) 506
By Gender 
Unknown  20.00%  80.00% 20
Female  24.53%  75.47% 265
Male   22.62% 77.38% 221
Total      23.52% (119)    76.48% (387) 506

Would you support 
Commissioner 

Mike Hammond for 
reelection?
Support (23.52%) 119
Oppose (76.48%) 387

 By Focus Staff

For those who don’t think 
there would be political 
repercussions from the pro-
posed tax increases sought 
by school Superintendent 
James McIntyre, the results 
of this week’s Focus poll 
indicates otherwise.

 More than 500 Knox 
County voters were asked 
the question, “Knox County 
Commissioner At-Large 
Mike Hammond has pro-
posed both a property 
tax increase and a sales 
tax increase for schools.  
Would you support Com-
missioner Mike Hammond 
for reelection?”

The results were a 
resounding “no.”

 Surprisingly, Hammond 
demonstrated no strength 
in any Commission district.  
Even the Fourth District, 
which has been historically 
more friendly to tax increas-
es for education, posted a 

heavy majority of voters 
indicating they would not 
back Hammond for anoth-
er term.  More than 70% of 
voters in the Fourth District 
say they would not support 
Hammond for reelection.

Mike Hammond is Chair-
man of the Knox County 
Commission and one of 
two Commissioners-At-
Large; the other is Ed 
Shouse.  Both Commission-
ers Shouse and Hammond 
run county-wide.

Recently, Commissioner 
Hammond crafted a pro-
posal with Board of Edu-
cation Chairman Thomas 
Deakins that would 
increase both the sales and 
property taxes for schools.  
Apparently, the Hammond 
- Deakins proposal is wildly 
unpopular throughout Knox 
County.

More than 74% of voters 
in the largely African-
American First District say 
they would not support 

Hammond for reelection; 
almost 79% of voters in the 
Second District said they 
would not back Hammond 
again.  The margin fell 
slightly in the Third District 
with just over 74% saying 
they would no longer sup-
port Hammond for reelec-
tion.

Commissioner Ham-
mond had been a long-
time resident of the Fifth 
District, which is largely 
comprised of the Town of 
Farragut, before moving to 
South Knoxville.  Hammond 
had originally won election 
to the Knox County Com-
mission from the Fifth Dis-
trict before being elected 
Commissioner-At-Large.  
Still, Hammond’s numbers 
in his native Fifth District 
were dismal.  Almost 80% 
of voters in the Fifth Dis-
trict indicated they would 
not support Hammond for 
reelection in 2014.

 The number was even 
higher in the Sixth District; 
the Eighth, and Ninth Dis-
tricts also posted num-
bers over the county-wide 

average of 76%.  The total 
in the Seventh District was 
just over 76%.

The totals county-wide 
indicate Hammond would 
be very vulnerable in a pri-
mary contest in two years; 
it is doubtful he could get to 
the general election.

The poll is a clear indi-
cation of the feeling of the 
voters, despite a heavy 
investment by the Cham-
ber of Commerce and the 
Superintendent’s allies of a 
$50,000 advertising cam-
paign.  Commercials have 
been running in heavy rota-
tion on cable channels, 
as well the evening news 
broadcasts.  Evidently the 
advertising campaign has 
little effect, save to make 
even more voters aware 
of the effort to increase 
taxes.

As more and more voters 
become engaged, it looks 
like those Commissioners 
flirting with the idea of voting 
for a large tax increase may 
well be headed for defeat in 
the next election cycle.

Poll Shows Political Repercussions
More Than 75% Say They 

Would Not Vote for Hammond

Memorial Day ushers in 
summer memories
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With a bit 
of hesitancy, I 
drove to Roth-
child’s on a 
recent Satur-
day evening. 
I was on my 
way to a dif-
ferent kind of 
reunion and 
as an unusual 
participant. 

The 1970s graduating 
classes from the old Doyle 
High School gathered for 
an evening of catching up 
and sharing stories and 
lives. Now, I’m a graduate 
of Karns High School, the 
class of 1970, so these 
weren’t my fellow class-
mates that I hung out 
with for the evening. No, 
these were some of the 
first students that I taught 
during my 30 year teach-
ing career. 

After graduating from 
Tennessee Tech in 1974, 
I was hired at Doyle on 
the Wednesday before 
the school year started 
on the following Monday. 
I was 22 years old and so 
wet behind the ears that I 
needed a towel to catch the 
water. One of my first class-
es was a group of seniors. 
Bill Fogarty was the oldest 

student at 19. It’s 
hard to imagine 
now trying to teach 
kids who are three 
years younger than 
the teachers.

So, I was allowed 
to attend this 
reunion as a teach-
er, the only one 
who showed up. As 
fates would have 

it, the first person whom 
I recognized was the pho-
tographer. Andy Vance was 
one of my former students 
and football players…from 
Karns High School! 

For the first little while I 
found a place in a corner and 
watched, but before long, 
familiar faces appeared 
and my comfort level rose. 
Even across 38 years and 
a sea of students, I recog-
nized the faces of former 
students. Ah, it felt good to 
reconnect.

Those students have suc-
ceeded in a variety of ways. 
Two are university profes-
sors. Another is a nuclear 
engineer. One man finally 
pursued his dream and is 
now a country music singer, 
and one woman has per-
formed with her musical 
group at several venues 
for years. Among the group 

were a United Way leader 
and a marketing and sales 
professional.

More important was the 
fact that many of my former 
students were now loving 
parents and grandparents 
whose best work came in 
the area of bringing up their 
broods to be solid individu-
als who have themselves 
gone on to successful 
lives. 

I stepped out into the hall 
and found a chair to rest 
my aching back. Sitting 
there, I watched a wedding 
party pass as they came 
from another banquet 
room. A couple of faces 
looked familiar, and then 
one young man said, “Mr. 
Rector?” Sure enough, the 
groom was a former stu-
dent, and his best man 
(and brother) and another 
in the wedding party were 
former students at Karns. 
Marcus Hamilton took time 
from wedding to speak, 
and his brother Phillip and 
friend Adrian greeted me. 
I offered them congratula-
tions and told them how 
glad I was to see them. 

When I re-entered the 
banquet room, a couple of 
former students came to 
ask for copies of my books, 

“Baseball Boys” and “No 
Right Field for My Son.” 
Like all authors, I carry a 
box of books in the car, and 
with gratitude, I signed the 
books. 

The evening grew late, 
and since my bedtime has 
moved up considerably as 
I have grown older, good-
byes and thanks were 
offered. Driving home, my 
mind swirled with thoughts. 
I thanked the good lord for 
giving me the opportunity 
to re-connect with Doyle 
High Pioneers from the 
‘70s. The fact that those 
16, 17 and 18 year-old kids 
were now adults, many with 
gray hair, tinted hair, and 
no hair at all, brought a jolt. 
They bragged about their 
children and grandchildren. 
Most of all, I marveled at 
how three reunions took 
place at one spot… with 
the, the three young men 
celebrating the wedding 
of one, and with students 
from half a lifetime ago. 

I’m a blessed person for 
having been a small part in 
so many lives. I just hope 
some good came to them 
during that time.

The names 
Hat f ield and 
McCoy ring con-
sistently in the 
ears of everyone, 
like me, who grew 
up in East Ken-
tucky.  They have 
become an idiom 
for any grudge 
held too long 
against another.  
This past week 
the History Chan-
nel aired a three episode 
mini-series about the most 
famous family feud in the 
memoirs of America. 

If you’re like me and you 
wish that the History Chan-
nel would just stick to histo-
ry as much as you wish the 
Science Channel would just 
stick to science and MTV 
would just stick to music, 
you would have loved 
watching the History Chan-
nel unfold this saga.  It was 
as breathtaking as it was 
believable.  Kevin Costner 
and Bill Paxton as Anse Hat-
field and Randall McCoy led 
an all-star cast.   Costner, 
who didn’t even attempt 
a British accent as Robin 
Hood, did an excellent job 
with his Appalachian dialect 
as did everyone else.  The 

music sound-
ed very authen-
tic and the set 
was incredible, 
though, for some 
reason, much of 
the series was 
filmed in Roma-
nia.   I don’t 
know why they 
couldn’t find an 
American loca-
tion for such an 
American story, 

but the rest is so awesome, 
I have decided to forgive 
that slight.

The violence in this movie 
is extremely rough.  It is not 
just the graphic visualiza-
tion that chills the heart.  
It is mostly the under-
standing of how complete-
ly unnecessary it all was 
and how futile, wasted life 
after wasted life.  Revenge 
begets revenge and one is 
reminded of what Gandhi 
said:  “An eye for an eye 
makes the whole world 
blind.”  Like most volatile 
quarrels today, most of the 
problem has nothing to do 
with the primary players. 
The outside instigators are 
the ones pulling the strings 
either for their own amuse-
ment or their own special 

interests, much like every 
middle school fight and 
every political debate 
today.  

Tom Berenger is unrecog-
nizable as Jim Vance, Anse 
Hatfield’s uncle, who really 
sets the whole feud ablaze 
when he kills Randall 
McCoy’s brother.  Though 
Anse Hatfield had the nick-
name “Devil,” it was Jim 
Vance who seemed to feed 
and thrive on hatred.  He 
commits violent act after 
violent act with no con-
science about it.  Perry 
Cline, played by Ronan 
Vibert, is another instiga-
tor who urges the gover-
nor to put a bounty on Hat-
field heads.    Of course, 
he didn’t really care that 
the Hatfields had retaliat-
ed against the McCoys for 
the death of Ellison Hat-
field.  He was really seek-
ing revenge for the fact that 
Anse Hatfield had won a 
land dispute against Perry 
and was granted Perry’s 
entire 5,000 acre plot of 
land.  Time after time, view-
ers can see how the feud 
could have ended if those 
on the outside hadn’t urged 
it on for their own special 
interests.    Imagine what 

Democrats and Republi-
cans could accomplish if 
neither were beholden to 
the special interests that 
benefit from their inability 
to compromise.

The series also did a 
great job depicting the 
hardness that develops in 
many who grow up strug-
gling in Appalachia.  From 
the feuds to the wilder-
ness to the coal mines, it 
has been a difficult life for 
many.  Though much of that 
is gone today, the residue 
remains.  I think this is why 
I thrived when teaching in 
the inner city.  I understand 
hardness.  Poverty is pov-
erty.  A hard life is a hard 
life, no matter where it took 
place.

For me the most power-
ful moment in the produc-
tion is when Sally McCoy 
tells her husband, “You 
must let your heart break.  
Only when the most inno-
cent part of you suffers can 
there be change.  Else noth-
ing remains of ya.”  Wow.  
With all the violence and 
vulgarity in this world, it is 
so tempting to harden and 
lose your own innocence.  

It would be so easy to be 
bitter.  Isn’t all anger and 
hatred a defense against 
suffering?  So we must 
suffer as Christ did.  We 
must allow our hearts to 
break.  If Sally McCoy has 
the courage to allow herself 
to be broken so that she 
does not become hard, I am 
inspired to do so as well.  
Is there anything stronger 
than a mountain woman’s 

By Joe Rector

By Sarah Baker
bakers@knoxfocus.
com

Lessons from a famous feud

Triple reunion First Friday at 
Gallery 133

Guests and artists came together at Gallery 133’s 
First Friday event. From top, Dawn Hawkins, Tina 
Brunetti, Rucker Wells and Jordan Gore. Gallery 133 
is located on the 100 Block of Gay Street.  Photos by 
Dan Andrews.
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SeymourFocus MORE on

you didn’t know weren’t 
already using the line.

All newspapers were 
delivered by boys and all 
boys delivered newspa-
pers. I delivered papers 
six days a week. It cost 
seven cents a paper, of 
which I got to keep two 
cents.

On Saturday I had to col-
lect the 42 cents from my 
customers. My favorite 
customers were ones who 
gave 50 cents and told 
me to keep the change. 
My least favorite custom-
ers were the ones who 
seemed to never be at 
home on collection day.

Movie stars kissed with 
their mouths shut. At least, 
they did in the movies. 

Touching someone else’s 
tongue with yours was 
called French kissing 
and they didn’t do that in 
movies. I don’t know what 
they did in French movies. 
French movies were dirty 
and we weren’t allowed to 
see them.

If you grew up in a gen-
eration before there was 
fast food, you may want to 
share some of these mem-
ories with your children or 
grandchildren. Just don’t 
blame me if they bust a 
gut laughing.

Thought for the day: 
Every day above ground 
is a good day.

Send comments to: 
rosemerrie@att.net or 
865-748-4717. Thank 
you.

Rosie’s World

Citizens National Bank and The 
Dollywood Foundation are pleased 
to present the Dolly Parton Scholar-
ship in the amount of $15,000 to a 
young man and graduate of Seymour 
High School, Benjamin Scott Whisler.  
Benjamin is the son of Mark and Jery 
Whisler of Seymour. 

Benjamin was named Valedictori-
an of Seymour High School’s Class 
of 2012.  During high school, Benja-
min was a member of the National 
Honor’s Society, the Senior BETA Club, 
and was captain of the school’s varsity 
baseball team.  In addition, he volun-
teered countless hours of his time to 

various organizations.
“We congratulate Benjamin and 

wish him great success as he pur-
sues his dreams this fall at Belmont 
University, majoring in Audio Engineer-
ing Technology,” says Chuck Godfrey, 
Assistant Vice President and Branch 
Manager of CNB’s Seymour Branch.

 Benjamin Whisler is presented the scholarship award from CNB’s Chuck Godfrey.

CNB Presents Scholarship to 
SHS’s Benjamin Whisler

Seymour Cruise-In
This week’s Truck of the Week is a red 1969 F-100 4x4 
owned by Joe Keiffer of Seymour. He restored this truck 
with 30 years of building. He just took the LMC award, 
Best of class last week in Pigeon Forge. The Cruise-In had 
over 70 cars two Fridays ago. Next week NAPA of Sevi-
erville will be giving out items. Look for the napa truck 
with the big hat. There will also be free food from local res-
taurants. Call Dana for more information at 680-9933.

Report Shows Costs, Benefits of Permanent Supportive Housing

by $76,721.
Jail costs accounted for the larg-•	
est part of those savings, falling 
from $45,072 pre-housing to just 
$640 post-housing. Total days of 
jail stay for the population dropped 
from 626 to 89. Police encounters 

with study participants dropped 
by 67 percent.
Costs of mental health services •	
dropped from $74,767 pre-hous-
ing to $53,359 post-housing.
Costs of health care services •	
increased by $131,117 for the 
population, but just 7 percent of 

the population accounted for 90 
percent of the inpatient hospital-
ization costs and 72 percent of 
the outpatient hospital services.

The full report is online at http://
www.cityofknoxville.org/develop-
ment/FINALTYPCostStudy.pdf.
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By Curtis Trotter

KODAK-- The Tennessee 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Transportation has start-
ed the final phase of the 
Highway 66 road con-
struction project. With 
the restructuring of the 
bridge that crosses over 
the French Broad River 
well under way, locals can 
only for see huge back-
ups, as well as long traffic 
jams during the upcoming 
tourists season. There are 
optional routes around the 
project that do take you 
out of your way though. 
But there is also a new way 
‘over’ the scenic river, that 
may actually be quicker on 
heavy traffic days. Yes, you 
read that correct. Over the 
river.

 Welcome to the sport 
of “zip-lining,” a sport and 
way of life that’s been 
around since the 1700s 
when Robert Cadman, 
a steeplejack and rope 
slider died while descend-
ing from Shrewsbury’s St. 
Mary’s church when his 

roped snapped. Today’s 
zip-lines offer more safety 
as well as a new way of life 
for the true outdoorsman. 

Enter Sterling Webb of 
Wahoo Zip Lines, whose 
once crazy dream final-
ly became a reality this 
spring, when he did the 
impossible by pulling four 
cables from a 300 foot cliff 
across the French Broad 
River to a premier landing 
zone, creating a 1/2 mile 
adrenaline punch to the 
heart that the rider will for-
ever remember. 

Webb recalls his idea 
that actually started sev-
eral years ago. “Before we 
opened Wahoo Zip Lines at 
the foot of Bluff Mountain 
five years ago, I had my eye 
on this Highway 66 spot. 
I thought, what an incred-
ible place for a zip line.” 
Webb said.

So the young 44-year-
old entrepreneur and zip-
line enthusiast had to 
do something even more 
impossible than the project 
itself. That was to convince 

the City of Sevierville that 
it could be done. 

“When I went down to the 
city and told them I wanted 
to build a zip-line over the 
French Broad River, they 

just belly-laughed. They did 
say in a humorous way to 
go see the Army Corps of 
Engineers, TVA, and the 
TWRA, and while I was 
at it, to get with the FAA 

and when I get all those 
permits passed, to come 
back and see them,” Webb 
joked. “Well, I did what they 
asked and returned with 
the permits and placed 

them in front of them like 
a deck of cards and said, 
‘Lets go.’”

Webb did say it was a 
long-suffering task to get 
them approved, but the 
final ‘ok’ was all it took to 
inspire him even more. 

“I didn’t give up on all 
the red tape and permits 
that I knew had to be done 
to insure the safest zip line 
ride in America.”

The sport of zip lining has 
grown since Webb put the 
first one up in the state sev-
eral years ago. According 
to Travel Magazine, zip-lin-
ing is the fastest growing 
sport in North America in 
the last four years. Sevier 
County alone has seen 
a huge jump in zip-lines 
being strung up all over 
the county since Webb 
sank the first stake in the 
ground.

“Competition is getting 
more stiff because of the 
popularity alone,” Webb 
added. “Zip-lining is not 
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Molly Huff,
Valedictorian

Maggie Daves,
Salutatorian

By Dan Andrews

The Knoxville Focus 
was invited to the White 
House to cover Pat 
Summitt’s Presidential 
Medal of Freedom Award 
on Tuesday, May 29. As 
chief photojournalist of 
The Focus, I was given the 
opportunity to attend this 
incredible event. 

As I first arrived at the 
White House Press Briefing 
Room, I was amazed at how 
small the room actually is. 
The room is built above 
the old White House swim-
ming pool. The confines 
are very tight. The seats 
for the press that you see 
on TV during press confer-
ences are assigned to spe-
cific news organizations.  
Major news stations get a 
simple office cubicle to do 
all their work. It is amaz-
ing how well organized all 

the organizations interact 
with each other and how 
smooth everything runs.

When it came to my 
interaction with the Press 
Corp, I found them to be 
very friendly. I was taken 
on an impromptu tour of 
the area, including the 
basement where the pool 
once was. Also located 
where the pool once was 
is the “signature wall.” This 
is a wall where reporters 
and famous celebrities 
sign their name. Most 
notable is First Lady Laura 
Bush who started the tra-
dition. Also on the wall are 
national security advisors, 
the Jonas brothers, Ben 
Stiller, Matthew Broderick, 
Anderson Cooper and many 
many more. The area is 
restricted to official White 

Flying High over the French Broad

Photo by Curtis Trotter

Former Vol and New York Jets quarterback Eric Ainge grabs an early lead out of the 
starting gate over his girlfriend Amanda Wilburn as they prepared to rocket over the 
French Broad River in Kodak.

Behind the lens
The Focus goes 
to Washington

Photos by Dan Andrews. 
A wall of cameras 
records the awards 
ceremony last Tuesday. 
Far left, media personnel 
is briefed. Left, President 
Obama welcomes all 
correspondents before 
the awards ceremony.
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about bouncing from tree 
to tree and then climbing 
down. This sport should 
be an experience all on 
its own. It starts with the 
guide, then harnessing up, 
then the anticipation, and 
finally the thrill. That’s true 
zip-lining.” 

Wahoo named its 66th 
location Wahoo Adrenaline 
Park because of two other 
amenities that pound the 
heart even more. 

“We wanted something 
special here. So we added 
the world’s largest glass 
bottom bridge known to 
man. We teamed up with 
Pepsi to honor Mountain 
Dew’s big anniversary this 
year and sent out a tow-
ering overlook 300 feet 
above the French Broad 
River for all to see. From 
the Mountain Dew Sky 
Bridge you will also see 
blazing fast jet boats that 
return you back to our 

main facility,” Webb told 
The Focus. “These New 
Zealand racers finish off 
the tour, but not before 
your tour takes you to some 
uncharted waters where 
groves of wildlife can be 
seen on every tour.”

One thing zip-lining 
does is bring the enthusi-
ast outdoors to the beauty 
of nature. Webb placed 
his ‘palace on a hill’ right 
above the third oldest river 
in the world, The French 
Broad.

You not only get a thrill 
ride, nature at its best, but 
Webb will also throw in a 
few little history lessons of 
the river for free. 

“We’re not done here 
yet,” Webb said. “If they 
thought this idea was crazy, 
just wait and see what we 
have coming soon.” Wahoo 
zip lines can be reached 
at www.wahoozip.com. or 
453-7301.

Cont. from page 1

Carol A. Akerman, DPM
Podiatrist-Foot Specialist

Medicine and Surgery of the Foot

2725 Asbury Rd.
Suite 102

Knoxville, TN 37914

865-329-3338
865-329 FEET

Network Technologies
573-8785

10922 Chapman Hwy • Seymour
Carrier specific

Lost or Damaged phone and no insurance?

Purchase A Preowned  
Phone

Up to  70% off 
retail prices  

Under 30 day old units, 

Large selection!

Androids , Blackberries, flip 
phones & keyboard handsets

Flying High 
over the French 

Broad
House Press only and is 
considered to be sacred 
grounds by the White 
House beat reporters.

The actual work environ-
ment in the office is laid 
back during down time 
but it goes full throttle 
when a press event starts.  
One quickly observes the 
frenzy of clicking coming 
from the keypads of the 
Press Corp. Soon after, 
the reporters are busy in 
their cubicles typing up 
articles or going live via 
video with updates of the 
top headlines of the day.

Outside photos and 
live video are taken from 
a designated platform 
with a great view of the 
White House. Secret 
Service is very selec-
tive on where someone 

can and cannot stand 
while on the grounds of 
the White House. I found 
the Secret Service to be 
very friendly but very, very 

professional.
Seeing the DC press 

gears turn in person was 
an awesome experience 
and a dream come true for 

me. Being an official White 
House Photojournalist for 
even one day is an event I 
will cherish for a lifetime!

The Focus goes to Washington
Cont. from page 1

Photo by Dan ANdrews. 

President Obama presents John Glenn with a Medal of Freedom.
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Kenneth McKellar 
was forty-two 
years old when 

first elected to the House 
of Representatives in a 
1911 special election to 
fill the vacancy caused by 
the death of Congressman 
George Washington Gordon. 
His rise to political promi-
nence had come despite 
the fact he was not a native 
of Memphis or Tennessee, 
having been born in Dallas 
County, Alabama in 1869. In 
fact, when Kenneth McKellar 
was born, Ulysses S. Grant 
had not yet taken the oath 
of office as President of 
the United States. When 
McKellar left Congress in 
1953, another famous gen-
eral, Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
was about to assume the 
presidency.

Like many Southern fami-
lies just after the Civil War, 
finances had been precari-
ous in the McKellar house-
hold. The future senator’s 
father apparently suffered 
from some sort of debilitat-
ing illness and the McKellar 
brothers had to work very 
hard to make ends meet. 
Kenneth McKellar, with 
the help of his older broth-
ers, managed to attend 
the University of Alabama 
where he roomed with 
John Hollis Bankhead, II, 
son of Alabama’s United 
States Senator and a future 
member of the Senate 
himself. McKellar earned 
Bachelor’s, Master’s and 
LL.B. degrees from the 
University of Alabama and 
for much of the rest of his life 
wore his Phi Beta Kappa key 
on a watch chain that usually 
hung across his vest.

K. D. McKellar arrived in 
Memphis with his new law 
degree, exactly fifteen cents 
in his pocket, $600 in debt 
to his older brothers, and 
wearing a suit that had seen 
far better days. McKellar 
thought he was only visiting 
Memphis when he got off 
the train, intending to spend 
some time with his brothers 
before heading to California 
where he anticipated open-
ing a law office. His older 
brother Robert, a successful 
executive with one of the rail-
roads, convinced McKellar 
to remain in Memphis for 
a while and if he chose to 
continue his journey on to 
California, Robert promised 
to get him a train pass. 

McKellar soon found he 
enjoyed Memphis and liked 
the social life where his rela-
tives were well established 
in the community. The young 
attorney accepted an offer to 
join the law firm of Metcalfe 
and Walker. It was not long 
before McKellar began his 
first flirtation with politics, 
serving as an elector for 
the Democratic presiden-
tial ticket headed by William 
Jennings Bryan, then known 
as the “Boy Orator of the 
Platte”, in 1896. McKellar 
had left the Metcalfe firm 
the year before to form a 

partnership with Colonel 
William Carroll and James 
Chalmers. The firm of Carroll, 
Chalmers and McKellar 
was prosperous and after 
Chalmers died in 1898, the 
firm was known as Carroll 
and McKellar. 

Colonel Carroll was a 
highly esteemed member of 
the Bar and quite well con-
nected, both socially and 
politically. Colonel Carroll 
was also the father of a 
very beautiful daughter with 
whom McKellar was said to 
have fallen in love. Evidently 
McKellar put off asking the 
young lady to marry him 
and made the mistake of 
taking a long holiday and 
was heartbroken to discov-
er upon his return the object 
of his affections had married 
another man. It was a blow 
from which the extraordinari-
ly sensitive McKellar never 
recovered and he never mar-
ried, remaining a bachelor 
for the rest of his life.

While McKellar described 
himself modestly as “a 
plain lawyer” to friends, he 
became a very success-
ful one. After practicing law 
for almost twenty years, 
McKellar had earned some-
thing like $300,000, the 
equivalent of quite nearly 
$7,000,000 today. Despite 
his success as an attor-
ney, McKellar found the 
time to become involved 
in civic affairs and politics. 
McKellar was a member 
of the Jackson Club, which 
was an organization dedicat-
ed to reforming local govern-
ment. McKellar authored a 
program to do precisely that 
and a new city charter was 
amended in 1905. It was 
around this time McKellar 
became better acquaint-
ed with another transplant 

to Memphis, Edward Hull 
Crump. Crump had come 
from Mississippi and the 
association between the 
two men would grow closer 
as the years passed and 
would continue for almost 
fifty years.

McKellar was politically 
prominent enough by 1910 
to be urged to run for gov-
ernor by many Democrats. 
While McKellar appreci-
ated the compliment, he 
realized the bitter division 
inside the state Democratic 
Party would make it very dif-
ficult for any Democrat to 
win. McKellar thanked his 
admirers, but refused to 
run, seemingly content to 
practice law. McKellar did 
campaign for the eventual 
Democratic nominee for gov-
ernor, U. S. Senator Robert 
Love Taylor. Bob Taylor was 
one of the most famous 
Democrats in Tennessee, 
much loved by many thou-
sands of Tennesseans and 
had already been elected 
governor three times pre-
viously, once defeating his 
own brother Alf, who was 
a Republican, in a contest 
that was known as the “War 
of the Roses.” Taylor, too, 
was uneasy by the frac-
tured state of Tennessee’s 
Democratic Party and was 
quite happy in the Senate. 
McKellar’s premonition had 
been correct and Taylor lost 
to a little known Republican 
from Newport, Tennessee, 
Ben W. Hooper.

When the Tennessee 
General Assembly con-
vened in 1911, McKellar’s 
name was presented as a 
candidate to succeed U. S. 
Senator James B. Frazier. 
Senator Frazier wanted a 
second term, but soon dis-
covered he could not muster 

the necessary votes to be 
reelected. It was a “fusion-
ist” group of Independent 
Democrats and Republicans 
who chose the next senator, 
Luke Lea of Nashville. 

K. D. McKellar was 
vacationing when the 
Congressman from Memphis, 
George Washington Gordon, 
died suddenly on August 9, 
1911. 

Gordon had not only been 
a general in the Confederate 
Army, but had been one of 
the first members of the 
original Ku Klux Klan. When 
the seventy-four year old 
Congressman Gordon went 
on to meet his Maker, the 
leading candidate to fill the 
old general’s seat was the 
evidently aptly named Tom 
Looney. One of McKellar’s 
brother’s wired him while 
he was on vacation, inform-
ing him of Congressman 
Gordon’s death and the 
groundswell of support for 
his candidacy of he would 
run for Congress. McKellar 
wired back a terse telegram: 
“Not interested.”

When supporters of a pro-
spective McKellar candidacy 
sadly reported the attorney 
had no interest in running in 
the special election, Looney 
promptly bragged McKellar 
did not want to run because 
he could not win. Possessing 
a very quick temper, McKellar 
immediately wired one of his 
brothers to announce his 
own candidacy for Congress 
and instructions to pay the 
filing fee. McKellar cut short 
his vacation and returned to 
Memphis to begin his cam-
paign to represent Shelby, 
Fayette, Hardeman and 
Tipton Counties in the House 
of Representatives.

McKellar easily defeated 
the boastful Tom Looney 
and assumed his seat in 
Congress. Upon his arrival in 
Washington, D. C., McKellar 
confessed he found it “very 
pleasant” and concluded “it 
looks like I shall like it very 
much.” McKellar believed 
the success of a freshman 
member of Congress was 
largely dependent upon 
interpersonal relationships 
and he set out to try and 
meet the other members. 
McKellar also applied him-
self to learning the rules of 
parliamentary procedure, 
which he soon mastered.

McKellar found himself 
swamped with work; a heavy 
load of correspondence 
from constituents besieged 
him daily and the new 
Congressman confessed he 
was surprised by the number 
of entreaties from constitu-
ents asking him to sponsor 
private bills for them. At that 
time, there was no Social 
Security and any pension for 
veterans or the disabled or 
gravely ill required a private 
act for the specific benefit of 
the petitioner. 

K. D. McKellar was also 
concerned about roads. 
When he was first elected to 
Congress, he had thought to 
drive his new Packard auto-
mobile from Memphis to 
Washington, D. C. McKellar 
had been shocked and indig-
nant to discover once he was 
outside Memphis, the roads 
were barely passable. After 
several minor accidents 
and numerous flat tires, a 
very frustrated and angry 
McKellar decided to ship the 
expensive Packard by rail. It 
was an experience he did 
not forget and by December 
of 1911, McKellar was telling 
friends he had determined 

to make a fight for a system 
of Federal highways.

McKellar’s fight for a 
Federal highway system went 
on for several years. It was 
not until 1916 that Congress 
finally approved a Federal Aid 
Road Act. There was consid-
erable opposition through-
out the entire government 
to spending so much money 
on roads and President 
Woodrow Wilson himself 
was dubious about exces-
sive expenditures for Federal 
highways. Congressman 
McKellar and Alabama 
Senator John H. Bankhead 
called on President Wilson 
at the White House to urge 
Wilson to support the high-
way bill. The President 
promptly informed McKellar 
and Senator Bankhead he 
did not believe spending 
Federal money on highways 
to be constitutional.

Bankhead watched in hor-
rified silence as McKellar 
told the President any money 
spent on developing a nation-
al highway system could 
easily be justified as being 
necessary for the defense 
of the United States, which 
certainly was constitutional. 

McKellar reminded the 
President Wilson of a well-
publicized event where a 
German submarine had 
docked in an American 
harbor so the Captain and 
crew could go into town for 
lunch. The implication was 
not lost on Wilson, who 
then asked just how much 
money would be needed to 
start a Federal highway net-
work. Senator Bankhead 
had been willing to agree to 
$40,000,000 to start, but 
Congressman McKellar told 
the President he thought 
$75,000,000 would likely 
get the program underway, 
which would surely help 
create an expanded network 
of highways that would facili-
tate more rapid movement 
of both troops and material. 

Senator Bankhead was 
aghast at the enormous sum 
suggested by Congressman 
McKellar. Senator Bankhead 
was even more astonished 
when President Wilson read-
ily agreed to the much higher 
figure and the bill passed by 
the Congress included the 
$75,000,000 to be spent 
over a span of five years. As 
the two men left the White 
House, Bankhead turned to 
McKellar and told the young-
er man he was certain he 
had killed the project when 
he asked for the stars and 
the moon.

Closer to home, McKellar 
waged a lengthy battle to 
acquire a second bridge 
spanning the mighty 
Mississippi river from 
Memphis to Arkansas. It 
was a hard fought battle and 
there were more than a few 
times when it appeared all 
was lost, but McKellar skill-
fully negotiated not only the 
tedious legislative process, 
but also fought off a railroad 
that wanted to maintain its 
own monopoly. McKellar 
got yet a different railroad 
to agree to pay for much of 
the construction of the new 
bridge and fought off crip-
pling amendments to the 
bridge bill by the leader of 
his own party in the House 
of Representatives. It was 
an impressive performance, 
especially by a freshman leg-
islator and McKellar’s con-
stituents were impressed.

A Feudin’ Son of Tennessee:

Kenneth McKellar

By Ray Hill
rayhill865@gmail.com
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Photo from the author’s personal collection.

Kenneth D. McKellar walking near the Capitol just after his election to the U. S. Senate, 1917.
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By Ken Lay	

Christian Academy of 
Knoxville’s boys soccer 
team has been a power-
house for a decade.

The Warriors, however, 
were noticeably absent 
from the Class A/AA 
Championship match for 
the last two seasons.

CAK returned to the 
title game in 2012 and 
the Warriors claimed their 
first championship trophy 
in three seasons with a 
hard-fought 1-0 victory 

over Kingsbury recently at 
the Richard Siegel Soccer 
Complex in Murfrees-
boro.

CAK claimed the victory 
when Jon Ragland scored 
in the 62nd minute. It was 
the second shutout of the 
tournament for Warriors 
senior goalkeeper Zach 
Mayes.

But shutouts were far 
from rare for CAK (23-1-1) 
in 2012.

“I’m really proud of the 
way we’ve played all year,” 

Warriors first-year coach 
Kurt Backstrom said after 
watching his team win the 
ultimate prize on Friday, 
May 25. “We’ve had dis-
cipline in the back all 
season.

“Zach Mayes has been 
tremendous and he has 
a great defense in front 
of him.”

The championship 
match was a defensive 
struggle and CAK scored 
a short-handed goal. 
Ragland’s marker came 

with the Warriors, who 
advanced to the 2012 
title match with victories 
over Chattanooga Chris-
tian and White House, 
playing down a man after 
Ryan Creel picked up a red 
card in the latter stages of 
the first half.

“Ryan Creel got a red 
card with 10 minutes left 
and from there, we had 
to play a man down and 
it was hot,” said Back-
strom, who was part of 
several Class AAA State 

Championship squads at 
Farragut as an assistant 
to Wallie Culbreth. “It was 
hot down there and that 
made things tough.”

The Warriors opened 
tournament play with a 
1-0 overtime win over 
Chattanooga Christian. 
Stevie Johnson scored 
the lone marker in that 
contest.

CAK’s offense clicked 
into gear in the semifinals 

By Steve Williams

The satisfaction of working for 
something special and accom-
plishing it – a state championship 
– isn’t going away anytime soon, 
if ever, for members of Gibbs High 
School’s 2012 softball team.

“We’re still on cloud nine,” 
said head coach Carol Mitchell 
Wednesday. “It feels great.”

When the Lady Eagles turned in 
their uniforms last Tuesday, tears 
of joy were still being shed.

This group of players probably 

would have liked to have kept 
the uniforms, even as they were 
– dirt, sweat and all.

“They didn’t want to give them 
back,” said Coach Mitchell.

Gibbs doesn’t have to part with 
the memories of its 2-0 victory 

over Goodpasture on Friday, May 
25, in the TSSAA Class AA state 
finals in Murfreesboro. It was the 
school’s ninth state title in soft-
ball but first since 2000.

Seniors on the team could have 
Continue on page 2
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By Kareta Johnson

One man from Knox-
ville is determined to 
take on the ultimate chal-
lenge! Sean O’Donnell has 
attempted to participate 
in Death Race, one of the 
most punishing competi-
tions several times, but has 
had no luck until recently. 
“Every year that I tried to 
submit, it filled up and this 
year they had spots open, 
but each person had to 
turn in a three paragraph 
essay of why you deserve 
to be chosen for the com-
petition,” explained Sean 
O’Donnell, first time Death 
Race competitor.

Death Race was started 
back in 2005 and is annu-
ally held in Pittsfield, Ver-
mont. The race is like no 
other in the world, sepa-
rating the strong from the 
weak and challenging each 
competitor physically, men-
tally, and emotionally. This 
race does not discriminate; 
both men and women from 
all different backgrounds 
and ages compete testing 
their strengths. 

The race consists of 
about 30 punishing events 
and its length is basical-
ly a 45-mile excruciating 
endurance test for about 
24-48 grueling hours. The 
most terrifying aspect of 
the length is that no com-
petitor truly knows the end 
or when they will reach 
it. Training for this event 
ahead of time may be out 
of the question. The entire 
course is kept secret and 
the competitors do not 
know what they will be 
doing until the actual event 
is happening.

 “It’s an extreme chal-
lenge, an adventure race 
where in a typical adven-
ture race you know the dis-
tance or starting location, 
but with this race nothing is 
really outlined,” explained 
O’Donnell. The challenge 
is the fact that you do not 
know what to expect. “How 
do you train for something, 
when you don’t even know 
what it is?” 

Adapt and 
Overcome: 
Knoxvillian 
Challenges the 
Death Race         

Gibbs’ state softball 
championship is very satisfying

Photo by James Spears, SpearsPhoto

Happiness is winning a state championship. Proof is on the faces of these Gibbs softball players after their 2-0 win over Goodpasture in the TSSAA 
Class AA finals. Front row, from left: Karri Byrd, Dani Jefferson, Samantha Smith, Ashley Swaney, Savannah Foster. Middle row, from left: 
Kaitlyn Trent, Kaitlin Beeler, Amber Swaney, Cheyenne Boles, Rachel Farmer, Megan Farmer. Back row, from left: Lexie Needham, Logan Baker, 
Anna Mershon, Kaetlyn Walker, Faith Lowry, Holly Moyers.

CAK soccer team takes State 
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been in kindergarten the 
last time the Lady Eagles 
won the gold.

“They knew it had been 
a long time,” said Mitchell. 
“They’re all very aware of 
the tradition of the softball 
program.”

This Gibbs team had a 
special identity.

“They are very blue 
collar,” said Mitchell. 
“Some of my teams in 
the past have just been 
better than everybody 

else, period. (As for) this 
team, by no means could 
you look at us in the begin-
ning of the year and even 
in the middle of the year 
and think, ‘Well, they’re 
just better than everybody 
else.’ They worked hard. I 
think that’s why they are 
so passionate about the 
championship. They’re 
still in tears, and we’re 
four days after the fact. 
And they are still crying 
because, I think, there’s a 
satisfaction they saw that 

when we work hard and we 
improve, then this is what 
can happen. And it did.”

Gibbs’ approach was to 
focus on the process, not 
the end result.

“We just tried to make 
ourselves better every 
day,” explained Mitch-
ell. “The coaching staff 
pushes, but the girls have 
to respond. And that’s 
exactly what happened. 
We pushed them. They 
responded. They got better 
every day. They got better 

every game. We got to the 
state and pretty much 
dominated.”

Gibbs beat Upperman 
9-0 and White House 3-0 
before surviving a scare in 
the winners’ bracket finals, 
a 7-3 victory over Good-
pasture in eight innings. 
The title-clinching victory 
over Goodpasture was the 
Lady Eagles’ 22nd consec-
utive win and gave them a 
season record of 42-5.

“We lost four talent-
ed girls from the previ-
ous year,” said Mitchell, 
looking back on how the 
season started. “You never 
know at the beginning of 
the season what type of 
leadership you’re going to 
have. Are other girls going 
to step up and take those 
positions? We had to move 
some people around and 
make some adjustments, 
but everybody was willing 
to play their role and be 
part of the team.”

Samantha Smith, Gibbs’ 
No. 1 pitcher for four years, 

limited Goodpasture to two 
hits, did not walk a batter 
and struck out four in the 
finale. Goodpasture did 
not get a base runner past 
second and was set down 
in order in five of the seven 
innings.

Gibbs struck for its first 
run in the second inning. 
After two outs, Kaitlyn 
Trent and Ashley Swaney 
singled and Karri Byrd dou-
bled to right field to drive 
in Trent.

The Lady Eagles got 
an insurance run in the 
bottom of the sixth. Dani 
Jefferson singled, moved 
to second on Savannah 
Foster’s sacrifice bunt 
and to third on Cheyenne 
Boles’ double before scor-
ing on a passed ball.

Gibbs’ starting lineup 
and batting order at the 
state was senior Megan 
Farmer, first baseman; 
freshman Faith Lowry, 
center fielder; junior Dani 
Jefferson, shortstop; junior 
Savannah Foster, catcher; 

freshman Cheyenne Boles, 
third baseman; senior 
Samantha Smith, pitcher; 
sophomore Kaitlyn Trent, 
second baseman; senior 
Ashley Swaney, desig-
nated player; sophomore 
Karri Byrd, right fielder; 
senior Amber Swaney, left 
fielder.

Smith has signed a soft-
ball scholarship with Lin-
coln Memorial University, 
while twin sisters Ashley 
and Amber Swaney have 
signed with Cleveland 
State Community College.

Gibbs will have “a good 
core group” returning 
next season, said Coach 
Mitchell. “We still have to 
replace the four seniors.” 
That includes Smith, “who 
pretty much dominated 
the second half of the 
season.”

Rachel Farmer will take 
over on the mound. She 
had a 10-0 record in var-
sity play as a freshman.

“Hopefully, we can work 
her enough this summer 
that she will be ready to 
step right in and not miss 
a beat,” said Mitchell.

“People are probably 
going to move positions,” 
added Mitchell. “It hap-
pens every year. It’s like a 
puzzle and you just got to 
find the right fit.”

This season’s puzzle 
turned out to be a picture 
of a championship team.

Cont. from page 1

Weekly achievements for 
Wednesday, Club 55, May 24, 
2012
 
High Game Scratch--Male
234 Ed Beatty
226 Ralph Allmon
215 Gene Allmon
 

High Series Scratch--Male
613 Gene Allmon
581 Ed Beatty
660 Ralph Allmon
 
High Game Scratch--Female
145 Wanda Reed
118 Nancy Griffith
 
High Series Scratch--Female
 
384 Wanda Reed
334 Nancy Griffith
 
No Thursday scores

2012 Powell High School
Panther Youth Football Camp

July 9-11
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm

Ages 6 – 15
Each camper will be instructed in the funda-
mentals and techniques of football during 
each of the three sessions. Campers will be 
divided by age and position and will work 
with PHS coaches and players. Competition 
will be held on the last day in the skills of 
punting, kicking, passing and 40-yard dash.

Cost
$25 per camper before 6/22
$35 per camper after 6/22

Price Includes:
Camp T-Shirt*, Camp 

Insurance, Snacks & Drinks, 
Certificate of Participa-

tion, Instruction from PHS 
Coaches and Time with the 

PHS Football team.
Date
July 9-11

Where
PHS Football Field

Time
6 pm – 8 pm

What to wear
Shorts, camp t-shirt, socks, 

tennis shoes or cleats

*Campers who sign up 
the night of camp are not 
guaranteed a t-shirt.

Registration form
(submit one for each camper)

Name:____________________
Address:___________________
__________, TN  zip:________
School:   ___________________
Grade in 2012-13:  _____________
Home Phone: ________________
Parent Cell   _________________
Parent Name: ________________
Parent Signature:
________________________
T-shirt size: (circle size needed)
Youth:  S  M  L
Adult:        S         M  L        XL     2XL

$25 – before 6/22
$35 – after 6/22

Mail application and payment to:
PHS Touchdown Club

P.O. Box 1648
Powell, TN 37849

For additional information, 
call Scott Jones at 386-4287

Gibbs’ state softball championship is very satisfying

By Alex Norman

Another week… another 
public relations problem 
for the University of Ten-
nessee Athletics Depart-
ment.

Last week it was news 
about the dismissals (and 
the manner in which they 
were dismissed) of Bud 
Ford and Debby Jennings. 
Between them there was 
a combined 80+ years 
working in the men’s and 
women’s athletics depart-
ments. This move has  
damaged the reputation of 
athletic director Dave Hart 
in some circles.

This week?   Rumors 
about the end of the “Lady 
Vols” brand.

Former Lady Vol basket-
ball star Chamique Hold-
sclaw typed the following 
on her facebook page on 
May 29th… and much like 
Ron Burgundy, it’s kind of 

a big deal.
“I guess soon enough 

we won’t be called Lady 
Vols anymore. We will be 
all in the same gang”

In the comments section 
of that same posting, Hold-
sclaw added...

“I don’t get into Politics 
but I’m big on Tradition… 
that’s one of the reason 
a lot of female athletes 
chose UT. Over the years 
they have built a brand. 
Sad the work of Joan 
Cronan who has fought for 
women for years is going 
down the drain. Well pos-
sibly.”

Holdsclaw is one of the 
most successful athletes 
to ever step foot on the UT 
campus.  She is a four-time 
All-American, a National 
Player of the Year, and led 
Tennessee to three NCAA 
titles from 1996-1998.

Heck, she has a street 
named after her near 

Thompson-Boling Arena 
for crying out loud.

These comments didn’t 
come out of the blue.  

At the present time, a 
petition at change.org, with 
a title “Help Save Wom-
en’s Athletics at the Uni-
versity of Tennessee and 
Preserve Pat Summitt’s 
Legacy,” has more than 
840 signatures. The peti-
tion criticizes recent per-
sonnel moves, and “any 
decision related to the 
elimination and/or signifi-
cant reduction in the uti-
lization of the internation-
ally known and recognized 
Lady Vol logo.”

Well, the people have 
apparently made their 
voices heard.  On May 
31st, Hart told WNML’s 
Jimmy Hyams that there’s 
no truth to rumors he con-
sidered doing away with 
Lady Vol logo, or its color 
scheme.

Whether that is true or 
not depends on wheth-
er you believe that Hart 
is committed to women’s 
athletics at the University 
of Tennessee.

It would be hard to con-
vince the hard core Lady 
Vols fans that he is.

The consolidation of the 
men’s and women’s ath-
letic departments, while 
a financial necessity, and 
something that probably 
should have happened a 
decade ago (Tennessee 
was one of the last hold-
outs) has been met with 
resistance from many 
inside the women’s depart-
ment, and skepticism from 
Lady Vols supporters.

What has made Ten-
nessee women’s athlet-
ics unique is its… well… 
uniqueness.  UT has been 
a leader in the battle for 
an equal playing field for 
female athletes. If there 

has ever been a bigger 
advocate for Title IX than 
Pat Summitt, and a great-
er partner than the Uni-
versity of Tennessee in 
this regard, I’d like to see 
them.

And while Summitt and 
the basketball program’s 
eight national champion-
ships get the most pub, the 
non-revenue sports have 
held their own. 

Volleyball got to a Final 
Four in 2005. Track and 
Field won NCAA Indoor 
titles in 2005 and 2009 
and an outdoor title in 
1981. The soccer and golf 
programs have had suc-
cess on a national level 
too.  Right now, the Lady 
Vols softball program, with 
their fifth appearance in 
the Women’s College World 
Series, might be the only 
team Tennessee fans can 
count on in terms of con-
sistent winning.

But with so many chang-
es at Tennessee, can you 
blame fans for being skep-
tical?  Hart isn’t a Tennes-
sean, nor does he have 
strong connections to the 
University and the Athletic 
Department that he’s been 
in charge of since last Sep-
tember.  

It is entirely possible 
that word about these 
proposed changes was 
thrown out there to see 
what the reaction would 
be… if that is the case; it 
shows how little the cur-
rent athletic administra-
tion really knows about 
their fan base.

Give Hart credit for pub-
licly shooting down these 
rumors in a timely fashion. 
But there is a much bigger 
problem.  

How much do Lady Vols 
fans trust that he is a man 
of his word?

Taking the ‘Lady’ out of ‘Lady Vols?’
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Continue on page 4

Lady Hawks lead county 
in state track finals

Cont. from page 1
The competitors were 

informed that the theme of 
this year’s event is “Betray-
al” and that you will have a 
partner for the first event, 
so it may be a Survival of 
the Fittest challenge! The 
only other preparation is 
a gear list that consists 
of a life vest, knitting nee-
dles, and bandages. The 
race does have a medical 
staff spread out at differ-
ent checkpoints through-
out the race if there are any 
injuries that need immedi-
ate attention.

One could say that 
O’Donnell has been train-
ing for this event all his life. 
He has participated in sev-
eral adventure runs and 
similar challenges, but this 
one seems to be the most 
mentally challenging. “This 
one is definitely in its own 
class,” he said. 

O’Donnell plans to draw 
on his Marine Corps expe-
rience as well as finding 
support from his family. 
“This is similar to military 
bootcamp; there’s sleep 
deprivation, physical skills, 
and mentally breaking you 
down.” His sisters have 
participated in marathons 
with him and his father has 

done countless events. “My 
father has been to Hawaii 
for the Iron Man five times, 
and is doing a 100 mile 
run this weekend, so it 
is bred into me,” shared 
O’Donnell. 

Many competitors are 
surprised by the number 
of opponents that help 
each other out. O’Donnell 
explained, “I’m not compet-
ing against any other com-
petitors; I’m competing 
within myself against the 
course.”

This year’s event is 
hosted by PEAK Races, 
a very popular adventure 
company known for their 
Spartan races, and will be 
held on June 15, 2012 in 
Pittsfield, Vermont with 
about 300 insane volun-
teer Death Racers! Out of 
the worlds’ most outstand-
ing athletes that will give 
their blood, sweat, and 
tears for this race, about 
15% will actually finish. “I 
would expect maybe about 
five to 15 people making 
it to the finish line,” stated 
O’Donnell. Last year, half of 
the competitors quit after 
only nine hours!

“This is the next level of 
progression for me; I’ve 
done Iron Mans, trail runs, 

adventure runs,” explained 
O’Donnell. One of the main 
challenges that O’Donnell 
faces is the unexpect-
ed. He has been injured 
and broken much needed 
equipment during a com-
petition, but gets right back 
into it instead of letting it 
get to him. In past years, 
the race consisted of crawl-
ing through mud under 
barbed wire, hiking a moun-
tain, chopping wood, swim-
ming, running, memorizing 
and reciting Greek texts 
or other cultural rhetoric 
involving mental challeng-
es, and eating onions! Iron-
ically speaking of onions, 
one of the Death Race 
directors states regarding 
each competitor, “When 
you get down to the core of 
a person, it’s like peeling 
an onion, it’s really inspir-
ing for us to find that great 
inner self… that’s what this 
competition is about.”

For those out there that 
want to take on this ultimate 
challenge next year, you can 
visit the main Death Race 
website at www.youmaydie.
com! The organization also 
has a Twitter and Facebook 
page and numerous forums 
online. O’Donnell feels that 
it is truly amazing what your 

mind and body can do, just 
when you feel like you are 
going to die or give up… you 
can go further.

Adapt and Overcome:
Knoxvillian Challenges the Death Race         

By Ken Lay	

Hardin Valley Academy, 
in its fourth year of exis-
tence, has already made 
a habit of competing for 
--- and winning champion-
ships.

The Hawks athletic pro-
gram has already claimed 
a state championship in 
soccer, a district girls bas-
ketball championship and 
a pair of consecutive dis-
trict baseball champion-
ships.

Now, Hardin Valley can 
add another State Champi-
onship trophy to its case.

The Lady Hawks won the 
Class AAA Track and Field 
Championship on Friday, 
May 25 at Middle Tennes-
see State University. 

There, Hardin Valley 
edged Tennessee High 
by one point to claim the 
state title as the meet 
went down to the 200-
meter dash.

HVA senior Emily Yar-
nell needed a second-
place finish in the 200 for 
the Lady Hawks. She got 
it, completing the race in 
24.84 seconds. That was 
the end of a big day for 
the University of Tennes-
see signee. She finished 
second in the 100 (12.19). 
She also competed on the 
400-meter and 800-meter 
relay teams that both took 
third in those respective 
events.

The Lady Hawks swept 
the pole vault as Ashley 
Kessler and Lindsey Kes-
sler claimed the top two 
spots. Ashley took first 
(12-2) and Lindsey finished 
second (11-6). West High’s 
Maya Barosso posted a 

mark of 11-6 and claimed 
the third spot.

Local runners also domi-
nated the 1600-meter run. 
Catholic’s Megan Ferow-
ich took fourth (5:06.27). 
Hardin Valley’s Hannah 
Feiten (5:07.94) finished 
sixth and HVA’s Emma 
Mashburn (5:10.31) fin-
ished seventh.

Ferowich and Feiten 
also competed in the 
3200-meter run. Ferowich 
finished third (11:04.80) 
while Feiten took fifth 
(11:14.98).

Barosso finished second 
in the 300-meter hurdles 
(44.94).

The Lady Hawks’ Julie 
Davenport placed fifth in 
the high jump (5-2) and 
Chelsea Floyd, her team-
mate finished 10th in the 
triple jump with a mark of 
35-05.75.

Hardin Valley’s Tamia 
Crockett finished eighth 
in the shot put (34-03.25) 
and 14th in the discus (88-
10).

Several boys have great 
individual efforts: In the 
Class AAA boys meet, sev-
eral boys placed in finals. 
Three area runners placed 
in the 400-meter dash. 
Powell’s Cody Barkhurst 
took fourth (49.60). Karns 
High’s Shaquille Cantrell 
finished fifth (49.91) and 
Catholic’s Kevin Nicholson 
came in sixth (50.24).

In the 800, Powell’s 
Andrew Ogle finished third 
(1:52.14). Hardin Valley’s 
Demonte Felton finished 
seventh in the 200-meter 
dash (22.33).

West High’s A’Darrius 

By Ken Lay	

 Webb School of Knox-
ville had a great recent stay 
at the Division II-A State 
Tennis Championships in 
Murfreesboro.

For starters, the Lady 
Spartans won their third 
consecutive team title at 
Old Fort Park on Wednes-
day, May 23 with a 4-0 
sweep of St. George’s. The 
Lady Spartans got singles 
victories from Anna Catha-
rine Feaster, Vicki Garcia, 
Kathryn Evans and Jean-
nine Bell to claim the state 
championship.

“These girls have had a 
target on their backs for the 
last couple of years,” Webb 
coach Jimmy Pitkanen said. 
“They’ve handled the pres-
sure really well.

“A lot of the credit for that 
goes to our captains, Vicki 
Garcia and Jeannine Bell. 
They’ve done a good job 
keeping everybody loose.”

Bell and Garcia also 
posted a second-place 
finish in the individual 
doubles tournament and 
Feaster won the individu-
al singles title. Lady Spar-
tans eighth grader Diana 

Grandas also reached the 
semifinals of the individual 
singles draw.

The Webb doubles 
tandem of Evans and Divya 
Agarwal also reached the 
semifinals.

The Webb boys also 
enjoyed their stay in 
Murfreesboro. The Spar-
tans also entered the state 
tournament seeking a third 
title.

Webb, however, came 
up short when it dropped 
a 4-3 decision to Universi-
ty School of Nashville. The 
Spartans won three singles 
matches in the state team 
finals as freshman Lorenzo 
Rollhauser, Gabi Dagotto 
and Rajat Agarwal to force 
the title match to be decid-
ed in doubles.

“The boys played really 
well and I thought we might 
have a chance when we 
got to doubles,” Pitkanen 
said.

But it wasn’t to be. USN 
swept the doubles matches 
and claimed the title.

“Our boys were really 
disappointed,” Pitkanen 
added. “The thing about 
both of our teams is that 

if one person lost, they all 
lost and if one person won, 
they all won. The boys really 
competed well and both of 
our teams had great senior 
leadership.”

The Spartans, however, 
won the individual doubles 
championship on Friday, 
May 25. Senior Brian 
Carman teamed with Roll-
hauser to win the champi-
onship.

“I was really proud of 
Brian Carman,” Pitkanen 
said. “He taught everybody 
on our team how to win.”

In Class AAA Boys Dou-
bles: West High’s doubles 
tandem of Steven Patrick 
and Harrison Smith won 
their second consecutive 
doubles title. That duo also 
helped lead the Rebels to a 
runner-up finish in the team 
championships. West (13-1) 
lost 4-0 to Brentwood in the 
title match.

In Class AAA Boys sin-
gles: Hardin Valley Acade-
my senior Daniel Hardes-
ty reached the semifinals 
before dropping a 7-6, 6-2 
match to eventual state 
runner-up Drew Forsyth of 
Cordova. 

Hardesty advanced to 
the semifinals with a 6-1, 
6-3 win over White Sta-
tion’s Sairam Gudiseva.

In Class AAA Girls Doubles: 
Catholic High School’s girls 
doubles tandem of Katie 
McCarty and Emily Hollo-
way qualified for the state 
tournament . The team 
was eliminated by eventual 
state champs Iris Hao and 
Lauren Caballero 6-0, 6-2 
in the first round.

CAK eighth grader makes 
tournament field: Chris-
tian Academy of Knoxville 
eighth grader Koi Royal 
qualified for the Class A/AA 
singles tournament. Royal 
was eliminated with a first-
round loss to Murfreesboro 
Central’s Mason Greer.

Smith and Chastain reach 
title match: CAK’s Barbara 
Smith and Haleigh Chastain 
reached the championship 
match and dropped a 6-3, 
6-0 match to Ellie Henry 
and Hannah Henry of Chat-
tanooga Christian. Smith 
and Chastain also compet-
ed in the team champion-
ships where the Warriors 
posted a runner-up finish.

Spartans take tennis title

By Steve Williams

Bearden High’s pursuit of its first state 
baseball title in Jack Tate’s final season 
as head coach came up short, but the 
Bulldogs did continue Knox County’s 
incredible string of appearances in the 
TSSAA’s Class AAA finals.

The KIL’s streak now stands at 
seven.

Farragut started the string by winning 
the championship in 2006. South-Doyle 
was state runner-up in 2007. The the 
Admirals won four straight crowns begin-
ning in 2008.

Except for the 2005 season, Knox 
County also has had a representative 
in the Class AAA finals every season 
since 2001 when Farragut was state 
runner-up.

The Admirals also were state run-
ners-up in 2002 and state champs in 
2003. The 2004 title game was an all-
KIL affair with Farragut defeating Halls 
for the gold.

In this year’s tournament at Murfrees-
boro, Bearden bowed to Arlington 9-3 
in the finals, ending the Bulldogs’ 

outstanding season under Tate.
Farragut won its first game in the tour-

ney then lost close games to Arlington 
and Riverdale.

In Class AA, Christian Academy of 
Knoxville’s state appearance was brief 
as the Warriors lost their first two games 
to Smith County and Spring Hill.

Grace Christian Academy was edged 
1-0 by Eagleville in its Class A opener, 
came back to beat Friendship Chris-
tian 11-3 but was ousted by Hunting-
don 8-7.

In state softball, Gibbs was the big 
story for Knox County as the Lady Eagles 
captured the Class AA title, blanking 
Goodpasture 2-0 in the finals.

CAK continued its impressive season 
with a 3-1 first-round win over Chester 
County. The Lady Warriors, however, 
dropped a 6-4 decision to Goodpasture 
and were eliminated by Upperman 2-1.

Seymour, which defeated Maryville in 
the Class AAA state sectionals, couldn’t 
sustain its momentum at the state, fall-
ing to Coffee County 12-2 and Arling-
ton 10-0.

Bearden baseball continues KIL streak at state
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Lady Hawks lead county 
Sanders won the 300-meter hurdles (27.92) and 
finished eighth in the 110-meter hurdles (16.50).

Three area runners placed in the 3200-meter 
run. Will Templeton (Hardin Valley) took fourth 
(9:26.42). Bearden’s Skyler Winchester was eighth 
(9:29.40) and HVA’s Aaron Templeton was 10th 
(9:42.07).

Three area pole vaulters also placed as the 
Rebels’ Hank Mary took fourth (14-6). Bearden’s 
Elmore Jackson took fifth (13-6) and Halls High’s 
Connor Rohrbaugh was 11th (11-0).

In the Class A/AA girls meet: Christian Academy 
of Knoxville finished fourth. Laura Forster, of the 
Lady Warriors, took fifth in both the 100-meters 
and 400-meters. She posted a time of 12.77 sec-
onds in the 100 and completed the 400 in 59.28. 
CAK’s Sarah Zimmerman took fourth in the 800-
meter run (2:22.10) and third in the 3200-meter 
run (11:36.60).  Laura Morse was second in the 
high jump (5-0).

The  Lady Warriors took second in the 3200-
meter relay as the team of  Morse, Abbie Shoutko, 
Catherine Bowen and Zimmer represented CAK. 
CAK’s team of Zimmer, Morse, Foster and Bowen 
took second in the 1600-meter relay (4:05.72).

Austin-East’s Lexus Hall finished fifth in the 200-
meter dash (26.16). Carolyn Hinch was eighth in 
the 400 (1:01.07). Hinch finished seventh in the 
triple jump (32-08.25)

The Lady Roadrunners’ Sherona Rogers won the 
shot put with a mark of 37-11. Gibbs High’s Tracy 
Nicholas took second (34-11).

Kelsey DeLapp, of the Lady Eagles finished 
second in the pole vault with a leap of 10 feet.

Austin-East placed in both the 400-meter and 
1600-meter relays. The Lady Roadrunners were 
fourth in the 400 relay (50.08) and fifth in the 
1600-meter relay (4:11.01).

In the Class A/AA Boys Meet: Fulton and Austin-
East both had good days on the track. The Fal-
cons’ Amir Chapman was seventh in the 200-
meter dash (22.73). He teamed with Xavier Hawk-
ins, Daryl Rollins and Dominique Williams to win 
the 800-meter relay with a time of 1:28.30.

The Roadrunners  took seventh in the 400-
meter relay as the team of Cox Cordy, Darius Small-
wood, Devin Williams and Jayshon Forbes with a 
time of 44.80 seconds.

Lady Spartans finish ninth in Division II: Webb’s girls 
finished ninth at the state meet as Claire Bonny-
man finished eighth in the pole vault (8-6). Nat-
alie Ritchie came in fourth in the 1600-meter 
run (5:26.22) and Peighton Meske was fifth 
(5:27.36).

The Lady Spartans were fourth in the 800-
meter relay (1:47.94), sixth in the 1600-meter 
relay (4:15.45) and eighth in the 400-meter relay 
(51.27).

in a 5-2 victory over White House. In that match, 
Ragland provided the bulk of the offense for the 
Warriors. He scored four goals and Ben Holt 
also tallied.

When CAK last won a state championship, 
the members of the 2012 senior class were 
freshmen.

“It was great to see these seniors go out win-
ning a state championship,” said Backstrom, 
who is the Warriors third head coach in three 
seasons. “That was the way they came in.”

The Warriors won six titles (in seven cham-
pionship game appearances) over eight sea-
sons under Tom Gerlach. Gerlach led CAK to the 
state semifinals in his final season as coach.

Dave Parker, Gerlach’s longtime assistant led 
the Warriors to the state semifinals in 2011.

CAK soccer team 
takes State 
Cont. from page 1

The building is hardly recogniz-
able now. It was much smaller 
back then. The traditional style 
church built in the sixties stood 
at the top of the hill. It was a fix-
ture of my faith for nearly three 
decades. We waited for the 
time to come every summer. It 
was exciting! Every morning for 
two weeks, children and teach-
ers formed two long lines in the 
parking lot. At 9 o’clock sharp, 
everyone was ready for the music to begin. 
At the front of the lines were those desig-
nated to carry the American flag, the Chris-
tian flag, and the Bible, God’s Holy Word. The 
piano’s first chord was the cue. You could 
almost hear its crisp notes calling: “it is time.” 
The procession began as children of all ages 
marched up the church steps and into the 
sanctuary. It was the official start of Vaca-
tion Bible School.

Preparation for the Bible School actually 
started several days before with a parade. 
The main attraction was the church bus 
loaded with boys and girls and decorated 
with banners and balloons. We would canvas 
the community spreading the word about the 

upcoming Bible School event.
Each morning children marched 

into the sanctuary for assembly, 
which included pledges to the flags 
and the Bible and singing, before 
going to their separate classes. 
Stories from the Bible, cookies 
and Kool-aid, and crafts made 
the morning disappear quickly. In 
those days, there were no orga-
nized themes or fancy decorations. 
A student activity booklet empha-

sized the Bible story and verse for each day. 
We had great teachers, most of whom have 
passed on. The late Annalee Bales served as 
Director of the Children’s Department. With-
out uttering a word, her patient nature could 
command quiet in a noisy room filled with 
children. I remember her stories that were 
illustrated with a single picture. She often 
summed up a story by using the title of a 
song, such as “This is My Father’s World.” 
The late Zettie Carter, a retired school teach-
er, was usually in charge of the older stu-
dents. She had a unique style all her own. I 
especially remember the way she rolled each 
word when she spoke, causing listeners to 
wait anxiously for the next one. Just as we 

settled into the Bible School routine, 
it was over. The highlight of the two-
week school came on the last day. It 

was often a picnic at Norris Dam—rain or 
shine.

Commencement Night brought most par-
ents to church to hear a program of songs 
and Bible verses presented by young voices. 
For many of us, it was our earliest introduc-
tion to speaking in public. For some, it was an 
opportunity to get the entire family involved 
in church. For others, it was an invitation to 
know Jesus. After the program, parents visit-
ed the classrooms to see the carefully hand-
made crafts, often made of yarn, popsicle 
sticks, or construction paper. Certificates 
were then handed out, marking the official 
end of Bible School.

In the early seventies, Fairview Baptist 
had been without a pastor for some time. 
Summer was coming to a close when the 
church called Rev. Ralph Berry as full-time 
pastor. He quickly scheduled a night-time 
Bible School which gave those who worked 
on jobs during the day an opportunity to help 
in Bible School at night. Rev. Berry taught a 
Bible study class for the adults while the chil-
dren attended their Bible School classes. I 
am reminded of couples at church, such as 
the late Elmer and Alice Cardwell who lived 
just around the bend. Elmer was the Sunday 
School Superintendent and Alice served as 
Superintendent of the Bible School for many 
years. The late Junior and Susie Warren were 

a faithful couple in every service of the church 
including Bible School. Their car was usual-
ly filled with children they brought to church 
with them. Junior worked at a printing com-
pany and often helped get brochures and 
programs printed for the church.

That traditional church which once was one 
of the area’s smallest has now become one 
of the largest. Its expanded campus and the 
new and enlarged sanctuary has long sur-
passed the bulging membership of two hun-
dred in the seventies. Even now, current con-
struction is slated to add more rooms on the 
hillside. The Senior Pastor, Rev. Bryan Wright, 
has a long association with the church on the 
hill. I remember his family coming to Fairview 
when he was but a small child, and he grew 
up in the rural church. It is remarkable that 
he and his family are serving our Lord in 
the place where he spent his youth learn-
ing about Jesus. It was no surprise that he 
felt called to the ministry. His parents, Jayne 
and Charles, were dedicated youth leaders 
for many years.

Vacation Bible School is fun, and it is also 
a huge building block in the foundation of 
our faith. It is time for the music, time for chil-
dren to march into churches, and time to lay 
another block for their strong spiritual foun-
dation. It is time.

It’s Vacation Bible School Time!

By Ralphine Major
ralphine3@yahoo.com
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Do you have a question for 
Dr. Ferguson? Please 

e-mail him at jferguson@
summithealthcare.com.

Continued on page 2

Lug Nuts
A woman once wrote 

me that she didn’t like the 
non-medical aspects of my 
column.  She thought that 
I should only write about 
medical issues, and I 
responded by explaining to 
her that a weekly column 
about only medical issues 
would be as dry as toast.  
In fact, I believe that my 
column is becoming too 
stylized and too predict-
able.  Perhaps it’s time to 
stir the pot.

I often refer to myself as 
a “body mechanic.”  I don’t 
work on cars anymore as I 
did when I was a teenag-
er.  In high school I had a 
1965 Mustang and I did 
all the maintenance work 
on my car.  However, not 
only did I change the oil 
and filter, I set the gaps in 

the distributor, adjusted 
the timing belt and once 
replaced a water pump on 
my “hot rod.”  Now days I 
just take my truck to my 
mechanic and limit my 
work to human chassis.  

Our dilemma occurred 
when the brakes on 
Becky’s car failed during 
the Memorial weekend 
while we were visiting my 
son-in-law’s family north 
of Cincinnati.  The John-
sons are wonderful people 
and love a project.  They 
are also quite resource-
ful.  When we couldn’t 
find anyone open to do a 
brake job, the Johnsons 
took Becky and me to 
Auto Zone where we pur-
chased brake pads and 
rotors.  Before last week-
end I’d never met a rotor, 

and being a city boy, I’d 
never held a brake pad.  
And then my CME (con-
tinuing mechanical edu-
cation) began.  We did the 
brake job in the front yard 
just like the good ole boys 
of east Tennessee.  

Becky loves to wander in 
hardware stores and buy 
tools that I can never find 
when I need them.  Chuck 
has a tool shed that rivals 
Parker Brothers and fortu-
nately he had the remedy 
for a stuck rotor.  He taught 
how to use a wheel-pull-
er, which functions as its 
namesake, and is invalu-
able to avoid busted 
knuckles and utterances 
that might offend delicate 
ears.  You might not rec-
ognize the bandy-legged 
mechanic in the picture 
above, but that would be 
me.   

My father was a man of 
many projects and taught 
his three boys a work ethic 
and consequences of our 
choices.  I think there is 
too little of my Dad’s phi-
losophy operative today.  
He was a WWII vet and a 
naval aviator and I honor 
his service and all the 
other Vets on this special 
day of memory and thanks.  
We have freedom because 
of men like my Dad and my 

son-in-law’s father, Chuck, 
aka, the senior lug nut.  

A new controversy has 
arisen surrounding the 
comments of the MSNBC 
host Chris Hayes, who 
said he was “uncomfort-
able” referring to our vet-
erans as heroes.  A real 
man and an American 
would never utter such a 
scurrilous observation.  I 
don’t accept this odious 
person’s apology.

I believe in Classical 
Liberalism as espoused 
by Jefferson, Adams and 
Washington.  These veter-
ans of the American Rev-
olution were the embodi-
ment of the American 
ideals of “freedom, liberty, 
independent thought and 
conscience, self-reliance, 
hard work and justice.”  

How did we move so far 
from those noble princi-
ples?  I believe it began in 
the early 1900s with the 
Progressive movement 
that brought us the gradu-
ated income tax and pro-
hibition.  These, and entry 
into the First World War, 
were so unpopular that in 
1924 the progressive John 
Dewey (of Dewey decimal 
fame) advocated changing 
the name of their move-
ment to liberalism.  

This descriptive term 

has encompassed the left 
for more than half a cen-
tury now, but has again 
become unpopular due 
to failed policies.  Presi-
dent Obama and Hillary 
Clinton and many in the 
Democratic Party now call 
themselves “modern pro-
gressives” in an attempt 
to again repackage their 
unpopular and failing poli-
cies.  The uber-leftist Peter 
Lewis, who owns the Pro-
gressive Insurance Com-
pany, also hoodwinks 
an uneducated public 
who buys his insurance 
enabling him to then con-
tribute mightily to leftist 
causes.  

I believe in freedom 
of the individual to state 
their opinion.  Why should 
Chris Hayes apologize for 
his beliefs?  I believe it is 
good for us to see the true 
nature of liberal-progres-
sives, just as it is good to 
see the true nature of the 
race-baiters like Al Sharp-
ton and Jesse Jackson.  

The father of a friend 
coined the phrase, “Free-
dom is not free.”  This per-
spective graces the Korean 
War Memorial in Washing-
ton which I believe is the 
most evocative memorial 
in a city of memorials.  We 
pay a price for tolerating 

the illiberalism of many.  
I don’t pretend to under-
stand those whose think-
ing is so alien to mine.  
However, we must honor 
those who serve and those 
who fell defending the right 
of even odious citizens to 
speak.  

As a doctor I am some-
times mystified when 
people make unhealthy 
choices, though I cham-
pion their rights to do so.  
I occasionally even have 
to bite my tongue when I 
care for some who see the 
world so differently than 
me.  A woman once asked 
me why her husband con-
tinued to make destruc-
tive choices.  All I could 
say was, “I don’t presume 
to understand ‘em, Ma’am; 
I just work on ‘em.”   

Registration for the 
Komen Knoxville Race 
for the Cure began June 
1. The 16th annual 
event will be held on 
Saturday, October 27, 
2012 at World’s Fair 
Park in downtown Knox-
ville.

Last year, more than 
13,000 area residents 
participated (pictured 
left) as runners, walk-
ers and volunteers. 
The event raised more 
than $845,000, which 
supported research, 
screening, education 
and treatment sup-
port. This year, Komen 
Knoxville hopes to raise 
$900,000 and have at 
least 13,500 partici-
pants.

To register online, 
sign up as an individual 

or with a team. All regis-
tration fees include the 
official Komen Race 
for the Cure T-shirt and 
race bib. In addition, 
breast cancer survivors 
will receive a pink survi-
vor T-shirt, hat and race 
bib along with the race 
T-shirt.

Volunteers also play a 
large role in the Komen 
Knoxville Race for the 
Cure with their hard 
work, passion and com-
mitment. Volunteer reg-
istration also opened 
online June 1.

For more information 
and to sign up for the 
2012 Komen Knoxville 
Race for the Cure begin-
ning June 1 visit http://
www.komenknoxville.
org/.

Susan G. Komen 
Knoxville Race for the 
Cure registration open

All Cancer Support 
Community programs are 
offered at no cost to individ-
uals affected by cancer.

June 6, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
Navigating the Social Secu-
rity Disability Maze. Emily 
Drozdowski, Attorney at 
Law. Navigating the social 
security process can be 
confusing, frustrating and 
time consuming. Join Ms. 
Drozdowski, an attorney 
practicing in the area of dis-
ability law, as she provides 
an overview of the applica-
tion process with a focus 
on cancer related impair-
ments. Bring your ques-
tions and learn tips about 
Tennessee law and what 
you can do to help your-
self out of the maze. 2230 
Sutherland Avenue. RSVP 

Cancer 
Support 

Community 
Events
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to 865-546-4661. 
June 9, 10:00 a.m.-

noon. Prostate Cancer 
Networker & Me Too. An 
opportunity for men to net-
work with other men about 
their experiences and a 
separate group for their 
support persons. 2230 
Sutherland Avenue. Call 
865-546-4661 for more 
info. 

June 12, noon-1:30 p.m. 
Nutrition Ammunition: The 
Food-Mood Connection. 
Beth Booker, MS, MPH, 
RD. Can small changes 
in your diet help jangled 
nerves? Join us as we talk 
about the relationship 
between food and mood. 
A light lunch will be donat-
ed by Mellow Mushroom. 
Sponsored by the Kroger 
Foundation and the Sun-
rise Foundation. 2230 
Sutherland Avenue. RSVP 

to 865-546-4661. 
June 13, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

Lymphedema Awareness. 
Kathy Kearse, PT, CLT-
LANA. Studies indicate 
that individuals who have 
received cancer treat-
ment that includes lymph 
node removal and/or radi-
ation therapy are at an 
increased risk of develop-
ing swelling at some point 
in their lives. Come learn 
more about lymphedema, 
ways to minimize your risk 

and methods to monitor 
the involved area. 2230 
Sutherland Avenue. RSVP 
to 865-546-4661. 

June 14, 1:00-2:30 p.m. 
Exploring Dreams: Dream 
Characters. Ann Holtz 
and Alan Ballew. Join Ann 
and Alan as they help us 
explore the characters 
in our dreams – who are 
they really? 2230 Suther-
land Avenue. RSVP to 865-
546-4661. 

June 14, 6:00-7:30 

p.m. Leukemia, Lympho-
ma & Myeloma Network-
er. This drop-in group is 
open to those with leuke-
mia, lymphoma, myeloma 
and myeloproliferative dis-
orders and their support 
persons. Participants will 
be able to exchange infor-
mation, discuss concerns 
and experiences. 2230 
Sutherland Avenue. Call 
865-546-4661 for more 
info. 

June 15, 1:00-3:00 
p.m. Healing through Art: 
Finger Painting Fun. Cheri 
Pollack, Mixed Media and 
Ceramic Artist. Join Cheri 
as she reintroduces you to 
the magic of finger paint-
ing. We will use washable 
paints and let imagina-
tions run wild with bright 
colors and unique designs. 
Sponsored by the Arts & 
Culture Alliance and Ten-
nessee Arts Commission. 
2230 Sutherland Avenue. 

RSVP to 865-546-4661. 
June 16, 11:00am-

1:00pm. Kids in the Kitch-
en with Missy. Looking for 
more help in the kitchen? 
Bring the kids and join 
Missy for a fun-filled morn-
ing as she teaches kids of 
all ages several dishes 
they can prepare for them-
selves and one meal they 
can prepare for the whole 
family. 2230 Sutherland 
Avenue. RSVP to 865-546-
4661. 

June 18, noon-1:30 p.m. 
Quick & Tasty Cooking: 
Fresh Tomatoes. Missy 
Kennedy, Cooking Instruc-
tor. What to do with all 
those summer tomatoes? 
Join Missy as she shares 
tasty, terrific recipes to 
tickle your taste buds. This 
program is sponsored by 
The Kroger Foundation. 
2230 Sutherland Avenue. 
RSVP to 865-546-4661. 

Weekly cancer survivor 
support groups, Monday 
evenings and Tuesday 
mornings and Tuesday 
evenings. 2230 Suther-
land Avenue. Call 865-
546-4661 for more info. 

Weekly support groups 
for cancer caregivers, 
Monday evenings. 2230 
Sutherland Avenue. Call 
865-546-4661 for more 
info. 

The setting of 
these words was 
the destruction of 
Jerusalem at the 
hand of the Bab-
ylonians.   Jer-
emiah prays to 
God as the city is 
being attacked.  
He doesn’t want 
God to forget him 
or his people.  
God then speaks 
to Jeremiah and tells of a 
day when the people will 
come back after the cap-
tivity and live in safety.  
God says, “They will be 
my people, and I will be 
their God” (Jeremiah 
32:38).  The anguish of 

the moment will 
one day turn to 
joy.  

S o m e t i m e s 
it is difficult to 
remember the 
hope of tomor-
row when the 
pain of today is 
so great.  We 
begin to ask 
questions like: 
How can I break 

this habit?  Can I really 
expect to see changes in 
my husband or wife?  Will I 
ever feel loved?  When will 
I believe or know God’s 
purpose for my life?  Why 
does it feel like my life is 
coming apart?   

Have these thoughts 
ever crossed your mind?  
If so, you are not alone.  
There are days many of us 
feel defeated, overcome, 
and rejected.  It is easy to 
lose hope and forget the 
promises of God.

Jesus shouts to us in 
our distress: “Everything 
is possible for him who 
believes” (Mark 9:23).  
The Psalm writer says: “I 
cry out to God Most High, 
to God, who fulfills His 
purpose for me” (Psalm 
57:2).  The Lord spoke 
through Isaiah the proph-
et: “Those who hope in 
me will not be disappoint-
ed” (49:23).  

God is performing a 
work in you.  His timing 
may be different from our 
timing, in fact, it often is.  
But we can trust Him.  We 
can know with certainty 
that He loves us.  And a 
loving personal God knows 
what is best for us.

Jesus is the key to 
breaking destructive 
addictions, to witnessing 
changes in your marriage 
and family, to being loved 
and in loving others, and 
to know God’s purpose in 
your life.  Immerse your-
self in His love by spend-
ing time with Him.  Dive 
deep into the Word of God 
and drink from its nourish-
ment.  Bask in the glory 
of God as you enter into 
His presence with wor-
ship.  And when you are 
bombarded with Satan’s 
words that something 
is too difficult, hopefully 
you will remember God’s 
promise that nothing is 
too hard for Him.

May God bless you with 
a wonderful day and week 
as you live out the Jesus 
Creed of loving God and 
others (Mark 12:29-31).  
With God’s help, you can 
love well, for you have 
been loved well by Him. 

Beaver Ridge United 
Methodist Church 

Beaver Ridge United Meth-
odist Church, 7753 Oak 
Ridge Hwy (the church with 
a heart in the heart of Karns) 
will offer OPEN GYM NIGHT 
Wednesday evenings start-
ing June 6 and run through 
the summer from 6:30-8:30 
p.m. This is open to anyone 
and a variety of activities will 
be available. If elementary-
age children want to partici-
pate, a parent or guardian 
must come with them. It’s 
fun for all ages! For more 
info, please contact Randy 
Creswell at randycreswell@
yahoo.com. Or call the 
church office at 690-1060. 

Dante Church of God 
Dante Church of God will 

be distributing BOXES OF 
BLESSINGS (food) on Sat-
urday, June 9, 2012 from 
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m or 
until boxes are gone.

Anyone who would like to 
come and receive a box of 
blessings is invited.

One box per household.
For more information call 

865-689-4829

Gospel Singing
Gospel Singing at Judy’s 

Barn every Saturday at 7 
p.m. Grissom Road behind 
Big Ridge Elementary School 
in Union County. Call Jim 
Wyrick at 254-0820.
KFL Outreach 
Ministry Presents 

The Knoxville Fellowship 
Luncheon (KFL) will meet 
June 5, 2012 at the Golden 
Corral on Clinton Highway, 
at noon. Manuel Hudson, 
also known as Christian rap 
artist Ace Infiniti, will give his 
testimony, telling how Jesus 
Christ has impacted his life. 
Ace works with young people 
in our inner cities, and uses 
rap to explain the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Bio at http://
kfl-luncheon.com. 
Wallace Memori-
al Baptist Church

Wallace Memorial Baptist 
Church will offer GriefShare, 
a grief support/recovery 
group, beginning Wednes-
day, June 6 at 10:00 a.m. and 
continuing each Wednes-
day through August. Call the 
church office 688-4343 for 
information or email kunder-
wood@wmbc.net.

Church 
HappeningsFaith

By Mark 
Brackney,
Minister of the 
Arlington Church 
of Christ

“Ah, Sovereign Lord, you have made the 
heavens and the earth by your great power 

and outstretched arm.  Nothing is too hard for 
you.”  “I am the Lord, the God of all mankind.  

Is anything too hard for me?” 
(Jeremiah 32:17, 27)

Nothing too hard

Cancer Support Community Events
Cont. from page 1
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House to Home

A Day Away

By Mike Steely

Antiques & Collectibles

By Carl Sloan

Political Collectibles

Couches & Carpet Care

Couches & Carpet Care

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL | LICENSED & INSURED

865-659-9915

Couches & Carpet Care
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL | LICENSED & INSURED

SPRING SPECIAL

3 Areas Cleaned$75 Carpet Cleaning Only exp 6/13/12

Friends
People often ask Becky 

and I if we are sisters. 
To which Becky always 
responds, 

“Yes, I’m the much 
younger, nicer sister.”

But no, we are not sis-
ters. (And fyi - she is older 
than you might think)

Becky and I met years 
ago when our children 
attended school togeth-
er. As you know, there are 
mothers you click with and 
those you don’t. I knew 
Becky and I were going to 
be fast friends when one 
day we were chatting in the 
school parking lot. As she 
opened her van door, to let 
her children out, a bunch 
of junk just fell out. It didn’t 
phase her one bit, she 
just kept on talking…even 
though her child, who was 
standing right beside her, 
was now five minutes late 
for school.  I knew then and 
there she was a keeper!

Those who meet Becky 
instantly like her. She is 
always smiling, always run-
ning somewhere, always 
willing to give a hand or 
hug. I tend to be a “tad” 
more reserved. I think 
people who smile all the 
time are secretly insane. 
My goal when I wake up in 
the morning is to get home 
as soon as I possibly can. 
And I will go out of my way 
to avoid an oncoming  - 
public display of affection.   

And yet, Becky and I 
remain the best of friends.  
Only problem is that for 
years, Becky has been 
trying to make me more 
like her. 

“Come work out with 
me.” 

“No. I might see some-
one I know.” 

“Come to a Metallica 
concert with me.”

“No. I might get 
mugged.”

“Come give me a hug.”

“No. Do we need to 
review our rules about 
‘boundaries’ again?”

So a few weeks ago, as 
I was preparing for a trip, 
Becky arrived with some 
clothes for me to borrow. 
I perused through what 
she had brought. “No way 
- I can’t wear any of these. 
Do you really wear these 
hippie clothes?”  

Exasperated, she said, 
“You need to get out of 
your box!”

“Hey, I like my box. My 
box has a pool, tivo, unlimit-
ed caramelos and a weekly 
subscription to People 
Magazine.  People would 
kill to be in my box.”

Could this friendship be 
saved?  

“Fine, wear your usual 
funeral clothes. Now, let’s 
make up - - I’m coming in 
for a hug - - brace your-
self!”  

New to The Focus, ‘Tell-
ing Tales’ is a tongue in 
cheek column about the 
life of working moms writ-
ten by Middle Tennesseans 
Becky Andrews and Angel 
Kane. Tomi L. Wiley writes: 
“Telling Tales” is about the 
bonds between mothers 
and their children, their 
mates, and their families, 
but also about the impera-
tive relationship between 
mothers and their friends. 
No woman, despite how 
urgently we wish to be 
sometimes, is an island 
– and our life preservers 
can be the phone calls, the 
understanding nods, and 
the time our friends take 
to share our burdens, our 
stories and our lives.

To read more of Angel 
and Becky’s columns go to 
www.wilsonpost.com and 
hit Columns & Blogs. Angel 
Kane can be reached at 
angel@wilsonlivingmaga-
zine.com

Telling Tales 
By Becky Andrews and Angel Kane

Political items have 
been collected for a long 
time and will usually fall 
into the category of adver-
tising as so many buttons, 
pins, ribbons from the past 
are main items of interest. 
Political items collectors 
are a very dedicated and 
a serious group and tend 
not to collect much else 
besides these items. Mar-
kets have been steady for this cat-
egory for a long time and I see no 
reason it won’t get stronger espe-
cially for the 20th century items. 

Recently we have seen a surge in 
adversary political advertising, such 
as the Sen. John Kerry flip flop san-
dals sold by the GOP. The intrigue 
to searching for all of the items 
from past campaigns is that they 
were made to be for a temporary 
use and then discarded making the 
finding the good stuff a challenge. 
I say it’s worth it for fun as well as 
future values. 

Local political items can be tricky 
as they tend to hold values only in 
that area. If you find a “Cas Walker 
for Mayor” button or poster, you’ll 
have no problem selling it local-
ly. However  if you come across 

a Kentucky sheriff’s 
campaign item of vin-
tage age, it all depends 
on the look and condi-
tion plus any message 
that could seem odd or 
quaint today. It is cer-
tainly worthy to collect in 
regards to the message 
or slogan. For instance 
if you find a poster of a 
1950s campaign that 

was to have a picture of a rugged 
guy with cowboy hat and a message 
like “Tough on Crime” almost any 
collector would like to have that as 
it has out of region appeal based on 
subject matter. 

The higher dollar items tend to be 
from the mid-19th century to mid-
20th century and, as always, these 
are reproduced so be sure to look 
at the back for age and the sides 
for writing that may even say it’s a 
reproduction. Politics are our histo-
ry and heritage and worthwhile to 
study and appreciate. If you have 
any political items of vintage age 
that you wish to sell, Fountain City 
Auction will always be glad to assist 
and advise you. Call or come by any-
time to see Greg Lawson or staff at 
4109 Central Ave Pk. About a mile 

past the Cracker Barrel off Mer-
chants Rd. on the right. 
This week’s featured item; An early 
and fine silk ribbon with tassel 
circa 1840 called a Stevengraph 
valued at $150.00

Everyone 
knows that 
Elvis Pres-
ley lived at 
Graceland 
in Memphis, 
had various 
C a d i l l a c s 
in different 
colors, mar-
ried Prycilla 
and had a 
child. 

But the first 
home of Elvis would hardly 
be described as a man-
sion, or even what is today 
an average family home. 
His birthplace dwelling, 
now located beside the 
city hall in Tupelo, Missis-
sippi, is what most south-
erners would describe as 
a “shotgun house.”

Presley was born there 
in 1935 and the differ-
ences between his first 
home and his last home 
are striking. 

The term “shotgun 
house” comes from the 

idea that you 
could stand 
at the front 
door and 
fire a shot-
gun directly 
inside. The 
b u c k s h o t 
would exit 
the back 
door with-
out hitting 
a n y t h i n g 
inside. 

Most shotgun houses 
were one-room wide and 
two or three rooms deep, 
a common causeway of 
doors directly opposite 
each other. Most were 
12 to 16 feet wide and 
had a window in the 
“front room.” Origin of 
the shotgun house is 
debated, but proba-
bly came to the United 
States via slaves or from 
Haiti. The design was 
first noticed in Louisiana 
and, because the house 
was easily constructed 

of framed wood and eco-
nomical, the design quick-
ly spread to poor fami-
lies of both races in the 
south. 

Many shotgun houses 
were built as compa-
ny housing in coal and 
lumber towns and as rent-
als in urban areas. Many 
American families began 
in that type of house and, 
as their economy grew, so 
did their housing.

It is said that Vernon 
Presley borrowed the 
money to build his house, 
lost his job, and then lost 
ownership of the house. 

The family relocated to 
Memphis.

You can drive down to 
Tupelo and actually walk 
through the house. While 
you’re there you might 
also want to see the full-
size statue of Elvis, visit 
the Tupelo Auto Museum, 
Tupelo Zoo, or the Nat-
chez Trace Parkway head-
quarters. It would make 
for a great day-drive back 
by heading north on the 
beautiful parkway and hit-
ting I-40 in Nashville. 

Elvis’ First Shotgun
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auto tech

ceramic tile 
installation

CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION                                        
FLOORS, WALLS, REPAIRS                                           

33 YEARS EXPERIENCE                                  
JOHN 938-3328  

child CAre

cleaning
HOUSE CLEANING AT A CHEAP 

PRICE. CONTACT MIRANDA 
865-240-1360

.........................................

KIMBERCLEAN: YOU CAN HAVE 
A CLEAN HOUSE FOR LESS 

THAN YOU THINK!  719-4357                                                                                        
    

ELDERLY CARE
Care in your home for the 

elderly or ILL
566-3115        

    

events
Fountain City Lions Club 
for rent for your party 
or gathering. Contact 

Alvin Frye at Fountain City 
Exxon. 687-5191

excavating
BOBCAT/BACKHOE /SMALL 
DUMP TRUCK. SMALL JOB 

SPECIALIST CELL 660-9645 OR 
688-4803

floor repair

 

HVAC

lawn care

R & J SERVICES. GUTTERS 
CLEANED, PRESSURE 

WASHING, STUFF HAULED OFF 
CALL RAY 789-5148

.........................................

COMPLETE LANDSCAPING. FOR 
ALL YOU LAWN CARE NEEDS, 
FREE ESTIMATES. 577-8415

maintenance

maintenance

 
metal works

painting

ROOFING

SHINGLE ROOFS, ROOF 
REPAIRS, METAL ROOFS 

CHIMNEY REPAIRS ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED CALL 705-7069

ROOFING

self storage
STORE YOUR STUFF                                                                             

SELF STORAGE 39.99 /MO                                                                                                                   
4 LOCATIONS  24HR ACCESS                                                     

970-4639 TNstg.com

Stump 
Grinding

swim Lessons
Swim Lessons: Youth & 

Adult Swim Classes. New 
Classes begin each month. 

Call the Jump Start 
Program at Associated 
Therapeutics for more 
information. 687-4537

neighborhood 
sales

PUBLIC NOTICE

employment

for sale
FARM FRESH EGGS- 815 

TIPTON STATION RD SOUTH 
KNOXVILLE 865-742-2852. 

ALSO AT JOHN SEVIER 
FARMERS MARKET, JOHN 

SEVIER HIGHWAY THURSDAYS 
3PM-6PM

for sale
DELL COMPUTER  $100

Call James 237-6993 OR 
230-8788. dell computers 

come with flat screen 
monitor, keyboard, 

mouse, windows xp & 
microsoft word

healthcare

Real Estate
for rent

FOUNTAIN CITY N. KNOXVILLE 
1 &  2 BDRM APARTMENTS, 

FROM  $375.+  www.
knoxapartments.net                                          

CALL TENANT’S CHOICesm

Real Estate
for sale

CONDO 3 bdrm 
2.5 bth, only 6 
yrs old, garage, 
low fees,  move-
in ready! $109,900 Call Pam Dunn

New Price 3 brm 3bth, Frml Liv & 
Dine, family rm plus rec room! All 
brick, minutes to UT, Dntn, airport, 
Martha Wash $227K Call Barbara 
Finchum

New on Market Urban Wilderness 
setting. On 2 private acres, 2 bdrm  
2bth,  large rm sizes, minutes to dntn.  
$114,900 Call Patrick Michael

Corryton/Gibbs on 2 Acres. 4 bdrm 
2.5 bth. HDWD flrs, Dramatic fireplc, 
Garage & master on main. Reduced 
to $184,900. Call Patrick Michael

577-7575
www.woodrealtors.com

service directory

GARAGES 
& ROOM 

ADDITIONSBONDED & LICENSED
FREE ESTIMATES!
577-6289

FOR ALL YOUR REMODELING NEEDS!

Classifieds

Orange Flavored Brisket
cooking oil spray
2-pound flat cut or first cut bris-
ket, with all fat removed
1 onion, chopped
1 carrot, cut into pieces
1 clove garlic, chopped
1/8 teaspoon salt, optional
freshly ground pepper
1 14 1/2-ounce can diced no-salt-
added tomatoes, drained
1 TBSP currants or raisins
1/4 cup red wine (optional)
1/4 cup beef broth
2 bay leaves
4 strips orange zest, about 2 by 1/2 inch

Preheat oven to 325°F. Coat an oven-proof 
covered roaster with cooking spray. Brown the 
brisket over high heat. Turn the heat down to 
medium and add onion, carrot, garlic, salt, 
pepper, tomatoes, currants, wine, broth, bay 
leaves, and orange zest. Bring to a simmer and 
then cover and bake. Baste the meat every half 
an hour until done, about 2 1/2 hours, depend-
ing on the thickness of the brisket. When done, 
remove the brisket to a plate. Strain the juices, 
pushing some solids through the strainer to thick-
en the sauce and bring back to boil. To serve, 
slice the meat into thin slices. Place on platter 
with the sauce.

at
Network 

Technologies
573-8785

10922 Chapman Hwy • Seymour
Carrier specific

Lost or Damaged phone and no insurance?

Purchase A Preowned  Phone
Up to  70% off 

retail prices  
Under 30 day old units, 

Large selection!
Androids , Blackberries, 
flip phones & keyboard 

handsets

June aarp driver safety classes
For registration information about these AARP Driver 

Safety Classes, please call Carolyn Rambo 584-9964. 
6/11 & 6/12   9 to 1   Fort Sanders Senior Center, 1720 

West Main Street, Sevierville
6/27 & 6/28   9 to 1   Second Presbyterian Church, 

2829 Kingston Pike, Knoxville 
Knoxville Hosts First Tennessee Brewer’s Summit
On Friday, July 13 Knoxville will host the First Annual 

Brewer’s Summit at the Bearden Banquet Hall at 6:30 
p.m. A panel of Tennessee brewers and other’s in the 
industry will discuss the future of craft beer and how it 
relates to Tennessee. This is the first fundraiser for the 
Tennessee Craft Brewer’s Guild to help get the Guild off 
the ground and help promote legislation for craft beer 
in Tennessee.

Tickets are $45 and include a souvenir t-shirt and 
tasting glass. There are only 150 tickets available 
for the event. For more info and tickets, go to www.
brewerssummit.com.
North Knoxville BPA Membership Meeting

The North Knoxville Business & Professional Association 
monthly meeting is scheduled for Friday, June 8, 2012 
breakfast 7:45 a.m., meeting 8:00 a.m. at the Lincoln 
Park Technology and Trade Center, 535 Chickamauga 
Avenue. The Speaker will be Mr. Alvin Nance, Executive 
Director/CEO at Knoxville’s Community Development 
Corporation. Breakfast provided by KCDC (Knoxville’s 
Community Development Corporation).
United Daughters of the Confederacy meeting

The Captain W. Y. C. Hannum Chapter #1881, United 
Daughters of the Confederacy will have their final 
meeting for the 2011-2012 year at the Green Meadow 
Country Club in Alcoa on Saturday, June 23rd beginning 
with dinner and social time at 6:00 P.M.   It will be the 
time for the installation of newly elected officers for 
the 2012-2014 term.  Deadline for reservations is June 
16th. Special Guest, for the purpose of installing the new 
officers, will be Brenda Hall McDonald, Remembrance of 
150 year Committee.  She will be bringing the Division 
Sesquicentennial Quilt for display.  Visitors are welcome 
to attend.  Cost of the dinner is $20.00. For reservations 
or more information, please contact Elaine Clonts Russell, 
865-980-6346 or Debra Wilson, 865-856-9300.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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