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Jamie Stapleton, a 
sixth-grade teacher at 
Whittle Springs Middle 
School in Knox County, is 
the 2012 recipient of the 
Marian E. Oates Teacher 
Enrichment Award from 
the University of Tennes-
see, Knoxville.

The award, which 
includes a scholarship 
for professional develop-
ment, will allow Stapleton 
to spend the summer col-
laborating with professor 
Mike McKinney, director 
of environmental stud-
ies in UT’s Department 
of Earth and Planetary 
Sciences. Stapleton and 
McKinney will study the 
mechanics of compost-
ing and recycling so Sta-
pleton can implement 
similar programs at her 
school this fall to help 
teach environmental sci-
ence.

The Marian E. Oates 
Teacher Enrichment 
Award, now in its fifth 
year, provides outstand-
ing East Tennessee 
middle school science 
teachers with opportuni-
ties to make new discov-
eries in the environmen-
tal sciences. Those dis-
coveries can be shared 
with students and will 
ensure others continue 
advocating for environ-
mental conservation.

Throughout her life, UT 
alumna Marian E. Oates 
championed the steward-
ship and conservation of 
natural resources. She 

By Focus Staff

The long debate over 
Superintendent James McIn-
tyre’s request for 35 mil-
lion new dollars, requiring 
a 35-cent increase in the 
property tax, expired at the 
recent meeting of the Knox 
County Commission.  McIn-
tyre’s supposedly vision-
ary budget died a relative-
ly peaceful death as not a 
single member of the County 
Commission dared to move 
to increase taxes.  The Large 
Assembly Room of the City & 
County Building was packed 
to the rafters and Commis-
sioners patiently listened 
as a wide variety of citizens 
came to the podium to state 
their own views on the school 
budget and a proposed tax 
increase for education.  As 
is usually the case, some 
citizens were more eloquent 
than others and some were 
admittedly less helpful to 
their own point of view when 
they strayed into plots and 
conspiracy theories.  One 
fellow did manage to break 
the tension with a brief har-
monica recital.  Several of 
the speakers seemed to be 
school system employees; 
while others were average 
citizens who maintained they 
were having difficulty making 
ends meet in the current 
economy.

The vote by the County 
Commission was anticlimac-
tic after a long and aggressive 

campaign waged by Dr. McIn-
tyre and his supporters on 
behalf of his budget request 
and the taxes to support it.  
The Superintendent had an 
impressive array of resourc-
es at his command, with over 
$40,000 worth of television 
commercials flooding the air-
waves, the constant flow of 
stories from The Knoxville 
News-Sentinel and a stream 
of editorials from the same.  
McIntyre received extensive 
airtime on the Hallerin Hill 

radio show, as well as most 
every other media outlet in 
Knoxville and Knox County.

The Superintendent was 
supported by the Chamber 
of Commerce, the League of 
Women Voters, and a host of 
tax increase campaign finan-
ciers. As the Commission 
vote drew closer, Dr. McIntyre 
and his allies believed they 
held the advantage in getting 
the tax increase passed by 
the Commissioners.

Mayor Tim Burchett 

warned both the Superinten-
dent and the Commission-
ers that he would veto any 
attempt to increase taxes, 
meaning pro-tax Commis-
sioners would need a super 
majority to override a mayor-
al veto.  A few of the Commis-
sioners, including Mike Ham-
mond, immediately began 
pondering increasing the 
local sales tax, already one 
of the highest in the nation, 
or perhaps a combination of 
increasing both the property 

and sales taxes to give McIn-
tyre and the school system 
what they wanted in the way 
of funding.

Knoxville Focus publisher 
Steve Hunley, curious about 
public reaction, launched a 
series of polls asking Knox-
ville and Knox County voters 
their opinions about the pro-
posed taxes, personalities, 
and issues.  The Focus polls 
soon attracted the attention 
of other media outlets and 
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FOCUS 
Weekly Poll*

In your opinion, 
should the 

Knox County 
Law Director 
be elected by 
the people or 
appointed by 

the Knox County 
Commission?

ELECTED  83.73%
APPOINTED 16.27%

Survey conducted 
June 8, 2012.

* Focus Weekly Polls are conducted 
by an independent, professional polling 

company.

By Sarah Baker
bakers@knoxfocus.com

On Saturday, June 2, Knoxville 
Center Mall and B97.5 hosted a 
Family Fun Festival outside in front of 
the mall.  The four hour festival includ-
ed bounce houses, crafts, face paint-
ing, and some great music including 
Yun’s Band and Daisy Rain.  Blue Bell 
Ice Cream was also there. 

Knoxville Center’s Assistant Direc-
tor of Marketing, Abby Harris said 
the festival was “just some free, fun 
entertainment on a nice summer day.  
We just wanted to do something fun 
for everybody.”  

Harris couldn’t have asked for 
better weather.  A few hundred people 
turned out including Liz Hale, her 
grandson, Drew Fogleman, and her 
dog, Belle.  “It’s a great idea to have 
something fun for kids that’s free for 
a change,” said Hale.  “It’s all about 
the kids.”  Indeed, it is.

Knoxville Center offers 
family fun in the sun

Photo by Sarah baker.

Liz Hale, her grandson Drew Fogleman, and dog Belle at the June 2 Family Fun Festival. 

County Budget Battle Ends; 
Mayor Burchett Victorious

Knox County Commissioners listen as speakers talk about the County Budget during the public forum last Monday.

Knox County 
Teacher Wins 
UT’s Marian E. 
Oates Teacher 

Enrichment 
Award
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eventually WATE-TV hired 
the same polling firm used 
by Knoxville Mayor Made-
line Rogero in her successful 
election campaign last year.  
The WATE-TV poll showed vir-
tually the same findings as 
those done for the Focus; 
an overwhelming major-
ity of Knox Countians were 
opposed to any kind of tax 
increase.  Not a single dis-
trict inside either the City 
of Knoxville or Knox County 
favored McIntyre’s budget 
if it required a tax increase.  
Evidently another poll was 
released showing Dr. McIn-
tyre’s favorability rating  had 
plummeted, with only 38% of 
respondents holding a favor-
able opinion of the Superin-
tendent’s performance.  It 
has long been supposed by 
many that McIntyre was one 
of the more popular public 
officials in Knox County, but 
the long tax battle clearly 
damaged his personal pop-
ularity.

Some Commissioners had 
almost gleefully stated at the 
beginning of the tax war their 
telephone calls and emails 
were strongly in favor of McIn-
tyre’s budget and the tax 
increase.  Some of the Com-
missioners, as well as the 
Superintendent’s support-
ers, were growing increasing-
ly uneasy by the weekly poll-
ing data being published by 
The Focus.  There were a few 
comments crowing about the 
“spontaneous” outpouring 
of support for McIntyre and 
funding the school system 
from individuals and various 
groups, but the real sponta-
neous eruption of support 
came following Mayor Tim 
Burchett telephoning thou-
sands of households with 
a pre-recorded message, 
urging folks to contact their 
respective Commissioners 
asking them not to increase 
taxes.

Telephone calls flooded the 
Commission office, keeping 
the telephone lines busy for 
hours on end; Commission-
ers began being inundated 
with telephone calls and the 
mail inside their email boxes 
changed decidedly against 
McIntyre’s budget and the 
proposed tax increase.

A few Commissioners, 
caught by surprise, loudly 
complained about Burchett 
having directly appealed to 
the people.  Commissioner 

Amy Broyles babbled angrily 
that Burchett’s actions might 
be illegal, a delusion quick-
ly squelched by Law Direc-
tor Joe Jarret, who assured 
her the Mayor’s actions were 
well within both propriety and 
the law.

County Commission Chair-
man Mike Hammond moved 
into the self-appointed role of 
dealmaker and tried hard to 
broker an acceptable com-
promise as opposition to 
the tax increase began to 
build.  Hammond joined with 
Thomas Deakins, Chairman 
of the Knox County Board 
of Education, to give birth 
to a conglomeration which 
increased both the property 
and sales taxes to provide 
the school system 31 cents 
instead of the requested 35 
cents, amounting to millions 
of new tax dollars.  The Focus 
published the results of a poll 
asking more than 500 voters 
about Commissioner Ham-
mond’s chances for reelec-
tion and the results were 
unmistakably clear.  More 
than 75% of respondents 
indicated they would not 
vote to reelect Hammond.  
The statistics were enough 
to scare just about any poli-
tician back to reality.  

The Commission Chair had 
been quietly toying with a pri-
mary challenge to Burchett 
and with the financial elite 
angry with the Mayor, Ham-
mond may well have thought 
if he was perceived as having 
saved the day for the school 
system, it would give him a 
boost in any bid to oust Bur-
chett.  If so, it seems a fair 
bet he is badly mistaken as it 
seems highly likely he could 
not be reelected to his at-
large seat on the Commis-
sion and there is even more 
reason to believe he would 
be crushed by Burchett in a 
mayoral primary.

McIntyre and his allies 
finally realized they were 
in trouble and enlisted the 
aid of several local million-
aires who quickly ponied up 
over $40,000 for television 
commercials promoting the 
Superintendent’s budget.  
The commercials likely not 
only didn’t help, but also 
actually advertised the pro-
posed tax increase to thou-
sands of people who hadn’t 
known a thing about it pre-
viously.

Individual Commissioners 
started to flip flop like trout 
out of water.  Commissioners 

Mike Brown, Richard Briggs, 
and Brad Anders were nota-
ble for being on virtually every 
side, sometimes twice daily.

Those supporters of McIn-
tyre’s budget attending the 
Commission meeting quick-
ly became mourners, as the 
tax increase died peaceful-
ly in its sleep.  Commission-
ers did cobble together an 
additional $7 million, in addi-
tion to the $13 million for 
schools already in Mayor Bur-
chett’s budget for the school 
system.  In truth, the Com-
missioners gave the schools 
only an extra $1.5 million, as 
the extra $7 million was com-
prised of $1 million in expect-
ed State funds from the BEP; 
$1.5 million from the school’s 
own rainy day fund; and $3 
million already appropriated 
by Burchett for a literacy pro-
gram.  The final $1.5 million 
was raided from the county’s 
general fund balance.  

In an interesting sidelight, 
the only former profession-
al educators on the Board 
of Education and the Knox 
County Commission, Mike 
McMillan and Tony Norman, 
respectively, voted against 
McIntyre’s budget and pro-
posed tax increase.  Norman 
issued a blistering indict-
ment of the school system, 
referring to it as “the society 
for the preservation of crony-
ism and nepotism.”

Superintendent McIntyre 
put on his best happy face 
and declared it a great day 
for children and education 
in Knox County.  McIntyre’s 
allies did their best to pre-
tend to be happy, hoping 
everyone would forget the 
original request had been for 
35 million new dollars in tax 
revenue for a total of $48 mil-
lion.  It was a brave attempt 
to put a happy face on what 
amounted to a devastating 
defeat.  As there was no tax 
increase at all, it could only 
be interpreted as a victory for 
Mayor Tim Burchett.

The “compromise” put 
together by County Com-
missioner Mike Hammond 
immediately became sus-
pect as the school system 
announced it intended to 
start spending the money 
just as soon as possible.  
The school administration 
announced it was hiring 66 
new employees, although 
it remains to be seen if the 
funds appropriated by the 
County Commission are 
recurring.  A recurring expen-
diture is supposed to have a 
continuing revenue source to 
fund it and despite several 
Commissioners saying their 
“intent” was indeed for the 
increase to be a recurring 
expense, they failed to attach 
the $7 million to a continuing 
source of revenue.  

Despite attempts by local 
media to paint the budget 
battle as a victory for McIn-
tyre and Mike Hammond, 
the truth is both emerged 
from the fracas bloodied.  
As Stated before, one poll 
shows the Superintendent’s 
approval rating below 40%, 
while another indicates Ham-
mond could not get reelect-
ed to his Commission seat.

Local businessman and 
philanthropist Randy Boyd 
had appeared before the 
Commission and urged them 
to set aside politics and vote 
for the huge tax increase, 
although he candidly admit-
ted those Commissioners 
who did so would likely “die 
on the battlefield.” Despite 
the Commissioners choosing 
to live to fight another day, 
there were certainly bodies 
littering the battlefield and 
ultimately there is every 
reason to believe one of the 
casualties is Jim McIntyre.

The Superintendent was 
busy making a round of 
public appearances the day 
after the vote by the County 
Commission, anxious to 
put the best face on things.  
McIntyre was busily paint-
ing the cheeks of a corpse 
he hoped no one would ask 
to hop up and dance.  In an 
appearance on the Hallerin 
Hill radio show, McIntyre even 
boasted about developing a 
better working relationship 
with the Knox County Com-
mission, an attitude urged 
on the Superintendent and 
members of the Board of 
Education months earlier by 
School Board member Mike 
McMillan.  Not so long ago, 
Board of Education mem-
bers had been frequently 
belligerent when discussing 
the Commission, although in 
the wake of the recent vote, 
they have been oddly muted 
and meek.  

The sad reality is the “com-
promise” by Commissioner 
Mike Hammond could almost 
surely have been worked out 
by the Superintendent, Mayor 
Burchett, Chairman Ham-
mond and Thomas Deakins, 
Chairman of the Board of 
Education without resort-
ing to a lengthy and divisive 
budget brawl.  It would have 
spared the community hard 
feelings that will certainly 
linger into the next election 
cycle, as well as potentially 
compromise the Superinten-
dent’s effectiveness for the 
remainder of his reign.  It was 
McIntyre who chose to fight 
rather than negotiate and 
in any fight there is almost 
always a clear winner and a 
clear loser.  In this instance, 
it is hard to debate the big 
loser was Jim McIntyre.

If the Superintendent and 
the Board of Education think 
the County Commission will 
be more likely to raise taxes 
next year, just before the 
2014 primaries, they will 
likely set off yet another loud 
protest from citizens and set 
a tone for the coming elec-
tions.  A cardinal rule of poli-
tics is politicians never raise 
taxes just before an elec-
tion.

Mike Hammond summed 
up things nicely when he 
said, “We have heard from 
our people.”  It made a real 
difference.
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County Budget Battle Ends; Mayor Burchett Victorious

In your opinion, should the 
Knox County Law Director 

be elected by the people or 
appointed by the Knox

County 
Commission?

FOCUS 
Weekly Poll

By Age Elected      Appointed Total
18-29   100.00%  [None]  2
30-49   78.46%  21.54%        65
50-65   84.52%  15.48%      155
65+   84.49%  15.51%      245
Total   83.73% (391)  16.27% (76) 467

By Commission District 
1   93.10%  6.90% 29
2   90.91%  9.09% 55
3   83.72%  16.28% 43
4   71.83%  28.17% 71
5   73.68%  26.32% 57
6   90.57%  9.43% 53
7   83.93%  16.07% 56
8   92.86%  7.14% 56
9   80.85%  19.15% 47
Total   83.73% (391) 16.27% (76) 467
By Gender 
Unknown  80.00%  20.00% 20
Female  82.17%  17.83% 230
Male   85.71%  14.29% 217
Total   83.73% (391) 16.27% (76) 467

Elected (83.73%) 391
Appointed(16.27%) 76

By Focus Staff
The most recent Knoxville Focus 

poll asked the question, “In your 
opinion, should the Knox Law 
Director be elected by the people 
or appointed by the Knox County 
Commission?”

The results show voters in every 
Commission district overwhelm-
ingly favor electing the county Law 
Director. Interestingly, the dis-
trict the most strongly in favor of 
retaining an elected Law Director 
was inside the limits of the City 
of Knoxville. More than 93% of 
voters inside the First District favor 
an elected Law Director; the Law 
Director in the City of Knoxville is 
appointed rather than elected. The 
First District comprises largely the 
African-American community in 
Knoxville.

Another inner city district 
strongly favored keeping the Knox 
County Law Director elected; the 
Second District posted more than 
90% of respondents favoring an 
elected Law Director.

Outside the City of Knoxville, 
several all-county districts were 
overwhelmingly in favor of an 
elected Law Director. The Sixth 
District, which is northwest Knox 
County, saw more than 90% of 
voters in favor of an elected Law 
Director. The numbers dipped 
in the Seventh District, which is 
comprised of much of North Knox 
County, with just over 83% of voters 
favoring an elected Law Director. 
The Eighth District, which is East 
Knox County, saw the numbers rise 
to almost 93% of voters in favor of 
keeping an elected Knox County 
Law Director. The Ninth District, 
which is the city and county por-
tions of South Knoxville, posted 
more 90% of respondents favoring 
an elected Law Director.

The most support for an 
appointed Law Director came 
from the Fourth and Fifth Districts, 
although even inside those districts 
more than 70% of voters preferred 
an elected Law Director.

The question of appointing 
versus electing the Knox County 
Law Director is being considered 
by the Charter Review Committee 
who will decide on placing it before 
Knox Countians in a referendum. 
A similar referendum two years 
ago saw Knox County voters defeat 
proposals on appointing currently 
elected officials by a 3:1 margin. 

The Knoxville Focus has attract-
ed a great deal of attention from 
other media outlets with regard 
to its weekly polls. Readership has 
gone up substantially, as has the 
participation in the polling. As to 
the accuracy of Focus polls, national 
publications have recently featured 
polling data, for instance, in the 
forthcoming race for the United 
States Senate in North Dakota. Sen-
ator Kent Conrad is retiring, leav-
ing an open seat where Congress-
man-At-Large Rick Berg is expect-
ed to be the Republican nominee 
and former state Attorney Gen-
eral Heidi Heitkamp is presumed 
to be the Democratic nominee. A 
poll by Forum/Essman was con-
ducted the first week of May with a 
statewide sampling of 500 voters; 
the second poll conducted the first 
week of June by Mason-Dixon sam-
pled 625 voters statewide. The Focus 
tries to sample 500 likely voters in 
Knox County versus the entire state 
of North Dakota with 53 counties.

The Focus will continue publish-
ing the result of polls conducted on 
public issues and personalities. Be 
sure to participate if contacted and 
look each week to see what you and 
your neighbors think.

Voters Favor Elected Law Director
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I do not fancy myself 
a world traveler. There 
is no place on earth I 
would rather be than 
home. But I have been 
very privileged in my 47 
years to visit some truly 
fascinating places. 
There is a tremen-
dous amount of natu-
ral beauty to be seen right here in 
the United States. Fortunately, our 
nation has seen fit to preserve many 
of its true national treasures in the 
form of national parks. I would love 
nothing more than to visit them all 
someday. But I’ve always had a thing 
for cities.

Since childhood, I have been capti-
vated by cities. How they were found-
ed, why they grew (or didn’t grow), 
how big they are, their architecture 
- everything about cities has always 
been a bit of a personal obsession 
for me. Ironically, I’m a country boy 
at heart. I’d rather live with plenty of 
green space around me than have all 
the convenience in the world. Cities 
for me are nice places to visit, but I 
wouldn’t want to live there.

I do love to visit, though.
I was reflecting this week on the 

many cities I have traveled to in my 
lifetime. They each have their own 
distinct personality; their own histo-
ry and skeletons in the closet. They 
each have a certain type of food for 
which they are famous. Each has its 
own unique attractions and points of 
interest. Though I have many favor-
ites, it’s not easy to come up with a 
list of those I enjoy most. But I did 
my best to compile a top five. My 
hope is that you will find the time and 
resources to visit each of these cities 
that are so special in my memory. 
Here are my five favorite cities:

5. Jerusalem - beginning the list 
at number 5 is arguably the most 
famous city in all of history. And 

talk about history! No 
city on earth can even 
compare to Jerusalem 
in terms of its histori-
cal significance and the 
sheer number of impor-
tant sites it contains. 
The Temple Mount, its 
most prominent and 
imposing structure, is 

essentially the religious center of the 
world. Islam, Judaism and Christian-
ity all converge in Jerusalem, giving 
the city an electricity that is difficult 
to describe to one who has never 
been there.

Top Attractions: Dome of the Rock, 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Garden 
Tomb, Old City.

Best View: Mount of Olives, over-
looking the Kidron Valley and the 
Eastern Gate.

4. Chicago - The Windy City will 
always be a personal favorite. I have 
visited Chicago more times than 
any U. S. city outside Tennessee. It 
is home to my beloved Cubs, and 
is also one of the greatest sports 
cities in America. Although it con-
tains more skyscrapers than any city 
in the world, Chicago has an amaz-
ingly comfortable feel for a large 
city.  Shopping on Michigan Avenue 
is tough to beat.

Top Attractions: Wrigley Field, Mag-
nificent Mile, Museum Campus.

Best View: Top of the John Han-
cock Center at night.

3. Boston - America’s most histor-
ic city is an absolute jewel. And it 
is not only Boston proper, but the 
many small New England towns that 
make up its greater metropolitan 
area that really bring on the charm. 
Boston is one of the few U. S. cities 
that really feels old. So much of 
its colonial history has been pre-
served that one can truly feel the 
presence of the founding fathers. 
Another great sports town, Boston 

boasts the oldest ballpark still in use 
for major league baseball. Its public 
park, Boston Common, is one of the 
largest green spaces within a city in 
the United States.

Top Attractions: Fenway Park, USS 
Constitution, Freedom Trail

Best View: Bunker Hill Monument 
overlooking Boston Harbor

2. San Francisco - I know exactly 
how Tony Bennett feels. I have visit-
ed the city by the bay only once, but 
I definitely left a piece of my heart 
there. No city I have ever seen can 
rival San Francisco for its sheer nat-
ural beauty. It also has a historic 
feel that very few west coast cities 
can emulate. The climate is simply 
fantastic, as the temperature rarely 
goes above 75 or dips below 50 the 
entire year.

Top Attractions: Alcatraz, Golden 
Gate Bridge, Fisherman’s Wharf

Best View: There are 2. Top of Twin 
Peaks (at night). Overlook above 
Golden Gate Bridge (daytime). It 
defies description.

New York City - could there be 
another number one? It didn’t take 
the Big Apple long to capture the dis-
tinction of my favorite city on earth. 
They say a truly great city has char-
acter. Well, New York has more of 
that than you could possibly imag-
ine. Manhattan Island is simply a 
world all its own. I’ve heard people 
say they wouldn’t give a nickel to 
go to New York City. That’s because 
they’ve never been. If you are among 
them, do yourself a favor and make 
the trip before you die. Oh and just 
a travelers tip: go during the month 
of December. It’s the greatest Christ-
mas city in the world. And don’t miss 
Little Italy, my favorite place in the 
city.

Top Attractions: Times Square, 
Central Park, 911 Memorial.

Best View: Top of the Rock, 30 
Rockefeller Center Plaza.

There have been few 
post mortems about the 
recent budget vote by the 
Knox County Commis-
sion and it isn’t surpris-
ing.  Local media doesn’t 
want to dwell on it as to 
do so would reveal the 
failure by Superinten-
dent James McIntyre.

Originally, McIntyre 
wanted $48 million for the 
school system, including 
35 million new tax dollars, 
which would have required 
a 35 cent increase in the 
current property tax.  The 
Commissioners adopt-
ed a budget with no tax 
increase at all after an 
outpouring of opposi-
tion by the public.  

Mayor Burchett had 
already included 13 mil-
lion new dollars for 

schools in his own budget, 
as well as $3 million 
for an early literacy pro-
gram.  The Commission-
ers approved an addi-
tional $1.5 million from 
the county’s general 
fund, $1.5 million from 
the school system’s own 
rainy day fund, and $1 mil-
lion of revenue anticipat-
ed from the State of Ten-
nessee’s BEP money.  

Had McIntyre’s budget 
been approved by the 
Commissioners, the busi-
ness elite, the profes-
sional good government 
folks, and the central 
office would likely have 
jumped for joy.  There is 
little doubt they would 
have given McIntyre the 
credit, yet they are not 
anxious to give McIn-
tyre the blame for his fail-
ure to pass his budget.

To be fair about it, McIn-
tyre is no politician, but 
the failure of the school 
budget reveals a weak-
ness in McIntyre as Super-
intendent.  Like it or not, 
budgets are a very politi-
cal process.  Not fully 
understanding the pro-
cess naturally puts one 
at a serious disadvantage 
and any assessment of 
the failure of the Commis-
sion to approve McIntyre’s 
request is absolutely due 

to miscalculations by 
Superintendent McIntyre.

McIntyre asked for 
everything he could get 
and thought he had a 
very good chance to get 
it all.  Rather than stress 
negotiation with Mayor 
Tim Burchett, McIn-
tyre rolled the dice in an 
effort to get it all.  McIn-
tyre sought a significant 
tax increase during diffi-
cult economic times; mis-
take number one.  Mis-
take number two was 
McIntyre simply assuming 
the thousands of teach-
ers would rally to his side 
and lobby the County 
Commission.  As McIn-
tyre’s budget included 
little or nothing for teach-
ers, it was a foolish, if not 
downright stupid assump-
tion in the first place.  
The Knox County Educa-
tion Association’s tepid 
response to McIntyre’s 
supposedly visionary 
budget was a clear signal 
to most that McIntyre’s 
budget was in trouble.

McIntyre, as do most 
public officials, clear-
ly has an ego, if not an 
over inflated sense of self 
importance.  It was bizarre 
when McIntyre went 
to Burchett’s office to 
demand to know why the 
Mayor had not consulted 

him before granting gen-
eral county employees 
raises.  Burchett was nat-
urally shocked as well 
as annoyed.  Yet it was 
a forecast of things to 
come as McIntyre never 
really attempted to work 
closely with the Mayor 
in crafting a budget that 
both could support before 
the County Commis-
sion.  McIntyre assumed 
he could pass a budget 
regardless of whether the 
Mayor would support it; 
mistake number three.

McIntyre’s chief asset 
as Superintendent of 
Knox County Schools 
seems to be his ability 
to string together sen-
tences that ring from the 
rafters of all the latest 
educational jargon, yet 
little of it impressed the 
public.  The Superin-
tendent, despite having 
every possible advan-
tage, proved to be inef-
fective in selling his mes-
sage to Knox Countians.  

Jim McIntyre has never 
proved to be adept at 
dealing with any body 
he cannot control.  The 
mistakes made were 
those of the Superin-
tendent and we have 
all seen the results.

Publisher’s Position

By Steve Hunley, 
Publisher
publisher@knoxfocus.com

Budget Failure is McIntyre’s Failure

By Richie Beeler

  Stanley’s Green hous e

We’re 82!!!
Come to Our Anniversary Sale and Celebration!

June 15, 16, and 17 Take 10-50% off everything in store!
Tours of Farm and Greenhouses Saturday 10 am-2 pm

Hours: Friday 8-5:30, Saturday 9-5:00 & Sunday 1-5:00  3029 Davenport Rd • 573-9591

By Steve Hunley, Publisher
publisher@knoxfocus.com

It is never unusual to see a politician attempting 
to play the hero, especially after having let an entire 
community down and that is exactly what Knox-
ville City Councilman Duane Grieve is doing with 
his proposed moratorium on crematoriums inside 
the city limits.

Grieve certainly had not the slightest compunc-
tion in allowing a crematorium to be sited inside 
Fountain City nor did he seem to feel the slightest 
remorse at the time.  Councilman Grieve did seem to 
care after it became obvious Fountain Citians were 
rightly furious with those members of the Knoxville 
City Council who abandoned them.

Grieve’s proposed moratorium is less to protect 
the people than refurbish his tarnished image, 
although it does nothing to help the people of Foun-
tain City.  Perhaps it will indeed protect the people 
of Grieve’s own neighborhood of Sequoyah Hills, 
but certainly that is small comfort to the folks in 
Fountain City.

Had Councilman Grieve really been that inter-
ested in protecting neighborhoods, he would have 
supported the people of Fountain City as strongly 
as Nick Pavlis did in the first place; but then again 
there is an election in the City of Knoxville next year 
and Grieve will be on the ballot.

A moratorium on crematoriums is likely a good 
idea, but it is too late for those folks in Fountain City 
who have to live with one.  This proposal is the best 
of both worlds for some members of Council; they 
did not stand in the way of supporters and financial 
contributors who supported locating the crematori-
um in Fountain City and now they intend to burnish 
their images as the protectors of neighborhoods.  

Duane Grieve’s Moratorium 
Too Little, Too Late

A tale of  five cities
Three training 

sessions are 
being offered 

this summer to 
help businesses 

familiarize 
themselves with 

the new tool 
Knox County Public 

Library is pleased to offer 
a new business reference 
database, Gale’s Demo-
graphics Now, which will 
replace ReferenceUSA. The 
Library made the decision 
to switch to Demographics 
Now because it provided 
more features at a substan-
tially reduced cost. Demo-
graphics Now provides 
access to detailed U.S. 
demographic information 
including the 2010 Census 
data and information on 23 
million businesses and 206 
million consumers. Demo-
graphics Now also fea-
tures interactive mapping 
and reporting capabilities 
not available in Reference-
USA.

The Library is offering 
three training sessions to 
help businesses become 
familiar with the new 

database. Sessions are 
available at the East Ten-
nessee History Center, 601 
S. Gay Street, from 2-5 p.m. 
on June 13, July 25, and 
August 28. 

Attendees will learn to 
use Demographics Now 
to: 

assess business via-• 
bility
create sales leads • 
and/or marketing 
mailing lists
analyze trends in a • 
given population
find potential spon-• 
sors and donors 
to grow a nonprofit 
organization 

“The Library is working 
hard to ensure that they 
have the absolute best 
and most cost effective 
resources available to our 
community,” comment-
ed Knox County Mayor 
Tim Burchett. “Our busi-
ness community has a lot 
available to it through the 
Library.” 

For more information 
on Demographics Now or 
other business reference 
services, please call 215-
8700.

Library to introduce new business 
database: Demographics Now
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By Marjie Richardson 

Seymour Farmers Market will be 
sponsoring a Walk Healthy program 
in conjunction with its weekly market 
this summer.  The Farmers Market 
is located in the lower parking lot of 
Seymour First Baptist Church and 
open Saturday mornings from 7 to 
11 a.m.

The church has a beau-
tiful paved walking path 
which surrounds the 
church grounds and pro-
vides an easy way to walk 
one mile.  Come early and 
enjoy a walk before shop-
ping for fresh produce at 
the market!

The kick off for the Walk 
Healthy program was Satur-
day, June 9.  The UT Agricul-
tural Extension office has 
provided us with infomra-
tion describing the health 
advantages of walking and 
of eating fresh fruits and 
vegetables. The Market 
gave out free bottles of 
cold water and t-shirts 
(provided by The Bakery 
Lady, our local bakery offer-
ing whole grain breads) to 
those who register.  One of 
our community members, 

Rich Henighan, a nurse practitioner, 
provided free blood pressure screen-
ings.  

We are encouraging participants to 
walk at least 10 miles by the August 
25 conclusion of this program.  We 
will be celebrating our health bene-
fits from the summer’s activities that 
day with prizes, tasty (and healthy) 

treats and another chance to mon-
itor blood pressure (and see the 
improvement!).

www.seymourfarmersmarket.org.

Cont. from page 1
SeymourFocus MoRE on

10% BUYERS PREMIUM WILL BE ADDED 
TO EACH SUCCESSFUL BID

Sale #1
SHULTS ESTATE @ 
10:30 AM ONSITE

790 YELLOW 
SPRINGS ROAD, 

COSBY, TN
Between Gatlinburg & 
Newport, TN. Beautiful 36+ acre Smoky Mountain Farm, 
Old Home and Barn. Approx ½ grassy meadows, ½ cozy 
forest. Lays level to gently rolling with panoramic 360 
degree mountain views. Sells in 3 tracts all above 10 acres. 
SALE #1 DIRECTIONS: From I-40 Exit 435 Take Highway 321 south toward 
Gatlinburg. Go 3.5 miles then turn right onto Bogard Road. Go 3.2 miles, turn 
right on McGaha Chapel Road and go .2 mile then turn left on Yellow Springs 
Road. Go .3 mile to Auction Site on the right.

Sale #2 
JOY KATE 

ATCHLEY ESTATE
@ 2:00 PM ONSITE

1409 CHAPMAN 
HWY,

SEVIERVILLE, TN
4.38 ACRES with Home & Barn. Fronts US Hwy 441/411
Chapman Hwy @ edge of City of Sevierville. Creek front with 
level bottom grassland. Sells in 1 tract. Zoned C-1 Sevier 
County. SALE #2 DIRECTIONS: From the intersection of Highway 66 and 
441 in Sevierville, turn right onto Highway 441 (Chapman Hwy), go 1.8 miles to 
Auction Site on the left.

TERMS: REAL ESTATE: 10% Deposit day of sale, balance due at closing within 30 days. All successful bidders will be required to sign a note for the deposit 
amount with the contract, in addition to deposit paid day of sale. Note shall become null and void when buyer shall complete all requirements for closing as set 
out in their contract. 

As a part of Knox Chap-
man Utility District’s 
(KCUD) overall infrastruc-
ture improvement, con-
struction is beginning on a 
new water treatment plant 
to replace the existing 
plant built in 1959. KCUD 
Board of Commissioners 
and management will host 
a groundbreaking ceremo-
ny at 4 p.m., Monday, June  
11, adjacent to the KCUD 
offices at 1905 E. Gover-
nor John Sevier Highway, 
Knoxville, 37920.

This new water treat-
ment plant will increase 
the utility’s capacity of 
safe, pure drinking water 
and should provide ade-
quate supply for the next 
40 to 50 years. The first 
phase of this project was 
completed earlier this year 
and provided for a new 
raw water intake located 

at the rear of the proper-
ty adjacent to the exist-
ing plant. The new plant 
is being built by Georgia-
based Reynolds

Construction and will 
use membrane treatment 
technology, which pro-
vides ultra filtration and 
removes particles up to 
0.1 micron, providing a 
direct barrier to bacteria 
and other contaminants.

The new plant will have 
a maximum capacity of  
10 million gallons per day 
(MGD), up from the cur-
rent plant’s capacity of 
5.5 MGD. The new plant 
can also be expanded in a 
modular fashion to a maxi-
mum of 14 MGD.

The new treatment 
plant is only one piece 
of a larger infrastructure 
improvement for KCUD. 
In 2005, the Board and 

management began the 
master planning process 
to provide sound, costef-
fective improvements to 
meet the growth demands 
of the system.

Working with Jacobs 
Engineering, the wastewa-
ter master plan was com-
pleted in 2006 and sever-
al projects have been com-
pleted to expand KCUD’s 
ability to transport flow to 
the City of Maryville, treat-
ment partner for the utili-
ty. System capacities have 
doubled and KCUD now 
has service in the High 
Bluff area which is poised 
for growth.

The water system 
master plan was com-
pleted in 2008. A recent-
ly completed project 
improves flows in the Sey-
mour area through Shooks 
Gap. A second major 

project has been bid and 
will provide improved stor-
age and flow to the Boyds 
Creek area and flow into 
Sevier County, with a new 
2 million gallon storage 
tank at Bays Mountain, 
and improved water mains 
along Porterfield Gap 
Road. In addition, KCUD 
will replace 13 miles of 
aging galvanized pipe to 
improve the efficiency of 
the water transmission 
system. Interconnects are 
also planned with Knox-
ville Utilities Board (KUB) 
and Alcoa for emergency 
preparedness.

Knox Chapman Utility 
District serves more than 
13,000 accounts in South 
Knoxville and portions of 
Blount and Sevier coun-
ties.

lived on Bluff Mountain in 
Sevier County and aggres-
sively campaigned to 
restore the area’s ecosys-
tem. When she died, she 
donated her 510-acre back 
yard as a permanent ease-
ment to the Foothills Land 
Conservatory, ensuring the 
east end of the Chilhowee 
Mountains would remain 
untouched.

Oates, who earned 
a bachelor’s degree in 
chemistry and a master’s 
degree in mathematics 
from UT and subsequent-
ly served on the Dean’s 
Advisory Board for the Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences, 
established the Marian E. 
Oates Teacher Enrichment 
Award as a gift to the Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences 
in 2007.

“Now and in the future, 
the study and practice of 
environmental sciences are 
going to become more and 
more important,” Oates 
said when announcing the 
gift two years before she 
died. “Through this award, 
I hope to enable middle 
school teachers to enrich 
their knowledge, which will, 
in turn, equip them to boost 
their students’ interest in 
taking care of the natural 
world.”

Stapleton said she is 
grateful to have the oppor-
tunity to learn about envi-
ronmental conservation and 
bring her knowledge back to 
the classroom.

“As I encourage my stu-
dents to learn new things, 
I also encourage myself 
to be a life-long learner in 
order to stay current on the 
ever-growing body of scien-
tific knowledge,” Stapleton 

s a i d . “ B y 

enriching my knowledge 
this summer, I can help my 
students find even more 
ways to help our planet and 
ensure our natural resourc-
es are protected. I tell my 
students that I want them to 
appreciate and protect the 
natural world as a legacy for 
their great grandchildren, so 
that future generations can 
know what it is like to experi-
ence nature and sit beneath 
a tree and read a book.” 

Stapleton has taught 
at Whittle Springs Middle 
School for the past two years, 
where she already advo-
cates for recycling, super-
vising sixth-graders every 
Friday as they empty class-
rooms’ recycling bins into 
the larger recycling bin out-
side the school. She hopes 
to engage students in com-
posting efforts when she 
returns to school in the fall. 
She also contributes to the 
Whittle Springs After School 
Academy program, giving 
writing tutorials to students. 
Stapleton received her bach-
elor’s degree in elementary 
education from the Univer-
sity of Mississippi. 

Teacher Wins UT’s Marian E. 
Oates Teacher Enrichment Award

Knox Chapman Utility District Breaks 
Ground on New Water Treatment Plant

Jamie Stapleton
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City of 
Knoxville 
director 
receives 
national award

Gary Eastes, Director of 
Risk Management for the 
City of Knoxville, received 
the 2012 PRIMA Public Risk 
Manager of the Year award 
in ceremonies last Monday 
in Nashville.

PRIMA, or the Public Risk 
Management Association, 
is a national organization 
that promotes effective 
risk management in the 
public administration sector. 
With headquarters in the 
Washington, D.C., region, 
the group claims more than 
2,000 governmental entities 
as members.

The award will be given 
during PRIMA’s annual con-
ference at the Gaylord 
Opryland.

“It’s an amazing honor,” 
Eastes said. “I have traveled 
all over the U.S. with the con-
ference, so it’s fitting that this 
year - as an award recipient 
- the conference would be 
held in Nashville.”

Eastes won the award for 
his efforts to improve the 
City of Knoxville’s medical 
and health plans and con-
tain their costs, along with 
improving the collection 
of medical claims among 
employees.

PRIMA has several crite-
ria for the award and looks 
for individuals who have 
developed and implement-
ed a successful traditional or 
enterprise risk management 
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Molly Huff,
Valedictorian

Maggie Daves,
Salutatorian

New Federal 
Training 

Program for 
Unemployed 

Veterans
Unemployed veterans will 

benefit from a new federal pro-
gram known as the Veterans 
Retraining Assistance 
Program, or VRAP.  National 
College will be hosting informa-
tion sessions on the program 
at the Knoxville Campus, 8415 
Kingston Pike, on Friday, June 
22, at 11 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
Eligible veterans can receive 
up to $17,676—$1,473 a 
month for 12 months of train-
ing in more than 200 high-
demand career fields.

“National College supports 
this program to show our 
appreciation to veterans and 
their families for the sacrific-
es they made for our country,” 
said Frank Longaker, National 
College president. “We are 
committed to helping veterans 
develop the skills they need to 
start their new career.”

When combined with 
the College’s exclusive Blue 
Ribbon Grant, veterans could 
have little to no costs to earn a 
degree or diploma at National 
College. The Blue Ribbon Grant 
will award up to $10,000 in 
additional financial support to 
qualified current and former 
military, Guard/Reserve, and 
related individuals (spous-
es and children) interested in 
pursuing a higher education. 
This grant may be used with 
existing military education 
benefits.

To qualify, applicants must 
be unemployed veterans 
between the ages of 35 and 
60 and must be enrolled after 
July 1, 2012 in a higher edu-
cation program approved for 
VA benefits that will lead to an 
associate degree, diploma, or 
certificate.

The VRAP is limited to 
45,000 participants nation-
wide from July 1, 2012, 
through September 30, 2012, 
and to 54,000 participants 
from October 1, 2012, through 
March 31, 2013. According to 
the VA, outreach for the VRAP 
has garnered over 12,000 
applicants since May 1.

To learn more about VRAP, 
to get assistance in completing 
the application process, and 
to explore National College’s 
exclusive Blue Ribbon Grant, 
call 888-9-NC-MILITARY 
(888-962-6454) or visit us on 
the web at www.National-
College.edu/Military/VRAP.

To say home-school junior Trevor 
Sharpe was able to hold his own in a 
college-level math competition would 
definitely be an understatement.

The 16-year-old student, who was 
enrolled in the Dual Enrollment pro-
gram at Pellissippi State Community 
College during the recently ended 
academic year, took part this past 
fall in a Student Math League com-
petition. The event took place at 
Pellissippi State and was sponsored 
by the American Mathematical 
Association of Two-Year Colleges.

Sharpe took home top honors—first 
place in the individual competition 

category in the Southeast region—
and it’s likely that his participation in 
Dual Enrollment was of benefit.

Pellissippi State’s Dual Enrollment 
program allows area students to 
earn high school and college credit 
for the same course. About 2,000 
high school students participated in 
the program this year. Classes are 
offered at both the high schools and 
the college.

For a future engineer who is already 
looking at graduate schools for his 
master’s work, earning credit towards 
college is completely logical.

“Since my dad’s a mechanical 

engineer and math and science have 
always been my favorite subjects, 
engineering seems like a natural fit,” 
Sharpe said. “If you have to take a 
class anyway, why not get college 
credit for it?” 

Sharpe started at Pellissippi State 
with Calculus I last fall, then moved 
on to Calculus II spring semester. 

“College is definitely different than 
what I’m used to,” said Sharpe. He 
says he intentionally transitioned 
into postsecondary courses slowly, 
but things have gone so well, he’s 
now ready to take three college-level 

Left to right, Trevor Sharpe, Josh Beck and Reed Stracener get help from Beth Long, an associate professor of 
Mathematics at Pellissippi State. The three students earned high school and college credit for taking Long’s Cal-
culus II course in Pellissippi State’s Dual Enrollment program last semester. Nearly 2,000 high school students 
participated in the program during the past academic year.

High-schoolers, home-schoolers get 
ahead in Dual Enrollment program

The Helen Ross McNabb Center 
(HRMC) is pleased to introduce new 
levels of leadership in its adminis-
trative and clinical divisions to pro-
vide support and structure as the 
Center continues to grow. HRMC 
would like to congratulate Candace 
Allen, Jill Brantley-Barnes, Janet 
Jenkins and Mary Katsikas on their 
recent promotions.

Candace Allen was promoted to 
Senior Director of Intensive Adult 
Mental Health Services. Allen’s 
talents in the identification and 
provision of clinical interventions, 

along with her ability to direct inten-
sive community based services, 
makes her the perfect fit to lead 
and expand the Center’s continu-
um of intensive community based 
services for adults. In 2001, Allen 
was selected to implement the 
area’s first and only Program for 
Assertive Community Treatment. 
Under Allen’s leadership, the Center 
continues to experience success in 
the specialization of serving individ-
uals with the most unique and chal-
lenging mental illnesses.

Jill Brantley-Barnes was 

promoted to Director of Work 
Force Development and Personnel 
in the HRMC’s Human Resources 
Department. Brantley-Barnes 
brings to the position her knowl-
edge and experience of being a 
clinical supervisor for more than 
11 years at HRMC. She is currently 
pursuing her MBA with a concentra-
tion in Human Resources.

Janet Jenkins was recently pro-
moted to Director of Department of 
Children’s Services (DCS) Division. 
She will oversee and manage 
all of the Center’s contracts 

and programs funded through 
the Tennessee Department of 
Children’s services. Janet has 
been with HRMC for 10 years and 
during her tenure has worked with 
a diverse clientele including adults, 
adolescents, young children and 
families. She has extensive expe-
rience in supervising and directing 
the Center’s therapeutic foster care 
and adoption services including the 
recruitment and training of foster 
parents.

McNabb Center introduces new 
levels of leadership to support growth

Continue on page 4
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By Kareta Johnson

The Tennessee House 
of Representatives 2012 
General Election will be held 
in Nashville November 6th. 
Jerome Miller of Knoxville 
will be running in the 14th 
District. “The 14th District 
consists of West Knoxville, 
Farragut, and is broken up 
into many other precincts,” 
said Miller. His campaign is 
all about what the citizens 
need and Miller can offer 
that with his experience. “I 
have a desire for serving 
people, and I really want to 
make a difference. I feel like 
I can with the experience I 
have, experience with work-
ing with large companies and 
small businesses. And the 
ability to bring those togeth-
er and solve common prob-
lems,” explains Miller. “Just 
prior to this campaign, I ran 
for the Democratic National 
Committee to be a delegate, 
that was a five county race to 
be elected to represent East 
Tennessee in Charlotte,” he 
says. Miller has also worked 
with city, county, state, and 
federal government.

Last Thursday, June 7th, 

was Miller’s first campaign 
fundraiser at Baker Peters 
in Knoxville! His official 
announcement of candida-
cy will be later this week. The 
candidate has many events 
coming up this summer and 
fall before the election. “I will 
have other campaign fund-
raisers, going around door to 
door getting to know people 
and them getting to know 
me,” he says. “The Farragut 
Fourth of July Parade is an 
event that I usually coordinate 
for the Knoxville Democratic 
Party, and people from all 
over come and participate.” 
Miller is also involved in sev-
eral other organizations in 
Knoxville. He was Chairman 
of the Farragut Community 
Center Study Committee, vol-
unteers with KARM through 
Cooks for Christ, participated 
in CBFO Board of Directors, 
and coached local youth in 
football, basketball, track, 
along with other sports.

 Miller’s campaign con-
centrates on education 
and job market issues. The 
education system in the 
district is very strong on col-
lege preparation. Students 

usually do well that come out 
of the 14th District. However, 
there are still students that 
do not know what they want 
to do right away. “We need 
to strengthen our vocation-
al skills area, so that way 
those that do not go to col-
lege, can have a skill set to 
go out and be effective in the 
job market,” explains Miller. 
“Education is the foundation 
in which everything else falls 
upon.”

His campaign also focus-
es on the environment. Miller 
stated, “Our environment is 
an area of emphasis in my 
campaign. We all need to be 
good stewards of our natu-
ral resources, but when I 
say environment I am refer-
ring to our community. We 
need to have safe streets; 
safe schools where there is 
no violence, and a safe work-
place environment.”

Preparing for the election 
can be a very demanding 
process, so it is important 
to have a supportive circle 
of family and friends. Having 
a great campaign team is 
important. “It’s going to be 
fun and we’re going to make 

progress and together we 
can make a difference,” 
stated Miller.

“My mental prepara-
tion has been prayer, more 
than anything else, and 
my family supports me, my 
mother supports me,” Miller 
shared. “I usually send my 
mother money, and she sent 
me a check and that just 
touched my heart so much.” 
Campaigns are hard to run 
unless there is funding. 
“The startup finances that 
you really need to kick off a 
campaign in a short period of 
time have been a challenge 
and also just getting estab-
lished,” he said. “There are 
a lot of elements to cam-
paigning, this is a hard race, 
but I was encouraged to do 
this.”

 The 14th District is pri-
marily Republican. Miller 
explains, “It’s not about 
Party, it’s about people. 
That’s the most important 
thing in my mind, and I’m 
not running against an oppo-
nent; I’m running for a seat 
and that’s my focus.”

For more information 
about the campaign, please 
email omega.miller@gmail.
com.

It’s Not About Party, It’s About People!

Jerome Miller

classes per semester. 
Sharpe traveled to 

Pellissippi State’s Hardin 
Valley Campus twice a 
week for classes. Last 
semester he met fellow 
high school students Josh 
Beck and Reed Stracener 
in Calculus II. 

Calculus II was the sev-
enth Pellissippi State 
course for Beck, 18, also 
a home-school student. 
Beck’s two years in the 
Dual Enrollment program 
have made a significant 
dent in the credits he’ll 
need to become a mechan-
ical or nuclear engineer.

Like Sharpe, Beck 
has thrived in the Dual 
Enrollment program.

“[Dual Enrollment] has 
prepared me more for 
college,” he said. “It’s 

definitely a challenge, 
which is nice.” 

Stracener, an 18-year-
old student at Mount 
Pisgah Baptist Academy 
in Oliver Springs, had 
already completed English 
Composition I and II in the 
Dual Enrollment program 
when he took calculus.

“I don’t know what I was 
expecting at Pellissippi 
State,” said Stracener, 
“but the resources and 
infrastructure have been 
very impressive. All of it 
has been absolutely good.” 
Stracener says he hopes 
eventually to become a 
physicist.

For information about 
Pellissippi State’s Dual 
Enrollment program, visit 
www.pstcc.edu/admis-
sions/dual or call (865) 
694-6400.

High-schoolers, home-
schoolers get ahead in Dual 

Enrollment program

The Trane Corporation donated a tree to the Richard 
L. Bean Juvenile Service Center for Earth Day. Sever-
al Trane employees were there to plant the redbud and 
present it to Juvenile Court Judge Tim Irwin, Superin-
tendent Richard L. Bean and staff. Front row — Gerald 
Mvles, Kathy Wallace, Shirley Walker, Jennifer Coving-
ton, Della Kennemore and Richard L. Bean. Back row 
— Gregory Stacy, Chuck Burnette, Judge Tim Irwin, 
Terry Essex and Natalie Kimbro.
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Even as a freshman 
C ongre s sman, 
Kenneth McKellar 

had demonstrated an ability 
to bring improvements and 
projects to his district, a 
talent that would serve him 
and Tennessee well during 
his legislative career.

In April of 1912 as much 
as 170 acres of Memphis 
had been inundated with 
floodwater, including the 
city of Memphis’s gas and 
water plants.  Congressman 
McKellar set to work to 
get Federal engineers to 
Memphis as quickly as 
possible.

McKellar’s attention to his 
district did not go unnoticed 
by his constituents.  When he 
sought reelection in 1912, 
McKellar had no opposition 
either in his own primary or 
the general election.  Many 
Tennessee Democrats 
again urged McKellar to 
run for governor against 
Republican Ben Hooper, but 
McKellar’s political interests 
lay elsewhere.  Like many 
aspiring Congressmen, 
McKellar had his sights set 
on a promotion to the United 
States Senate.  McKellar 
had little interest in serving 
as governor and knew as 
well as anyone Democrats in 
Tennessee were still bitterly 
divided.

Having no opposition, 
McKellar was profoundly 
interested in the 1912 
presidential election.  
Nationally, the Republicans 
were as divided as the 
Democrats were in 
Tennessee.  Incumbent 
President William Howard 
Taft had been Secretary 
of War in the Cabinet of 
his predecessor, Theodore 
Roosevelt.  A warm 
friendship had developed 
between the two men and 
Roosevelt had personally 
selected Taft to succeed 
him.  Roosevelt, the youngest 
man to become President of 
the United States when he 
succeeded to office after 
William McKinley had been 
assassinated, had relished 
the power and prestige of 
the presidency.  Theodore 
Roosevelt had exercised 
those powers beyond its 
former limits, not only 
without apology but also 
with real glee.  Despite any 
statement to the contrary, 
Roosevelt missed being 
president and he had soured 
on Taft’s performance in 
office.  Roosevelt made 
a determined bid for the 
Republican presidential 
nomination and humiliated 
President Taft in a series 
of preferential primaries, 
including Taft’s own 
home state of Ohio.  Still, 
incumbency is a powerful 
thing and Taft narrowly won 
the GOP nomination, causing 
supporters of Roosevelt to 
immediately cry theft and 
walk out of the convention.  
Roosevelt bolted the 
Republican Party, accepting 
the presidential nomination 

of the new Progressive 
Party, which came to be 
popularly known as the “Bull 
Moose” Party based on 
Theodore Roosevelt having 
proclaimed himself to be as 
fit as a bull moose.

With the long dominant 
Republican Party ruptured 
and the acrimony of the 
fight between Roosevelt 
and Taft becoming 
increasingly more personal 
and bitter, it became quite 
clear Democrats had an 
excellent chance to capture 
the White House.  McKellar 
originally believed Alabama 
Congressman Oscar W. 
Underwood would make 
the best president, but he 
realistically felt Underwood 
could not be nominated 
because of the bias against 
Southern candidates.

When New Jersey 
Governor Woodrow Wilson 
won the Democratic 
presidential nomination, 
McKellar was delighted 
and lent his enthusiastic 
support.  Wilson carried 
Tennessee and McKellar 
became a staunch supporter 
of Wilson’s “New Freedom” 
program.  In fact, Woodrow 
Wilson would become the 
chief executive Kenneth 
McKellar admired the most 
during his long service in the 
Congress.

In 1913, the Tennessee 
General Assembly was to 
elect another U. S. senator 
and McKellar was again 
proposed as a candidate.  
McKellar was very interested 
in being elected to the 
Senate, but the fusionist 
combine that had elected 
Luke Lea in 1911 was still 
too strong to overcome.  John 
Knight Shields, a Justice 
of the Tennessee State 
Supreme Court and one of 
the original Independent 
Democrats, was elected 
with the votes of fellow 
Independent Democrats and 
Republicans.  Shields was to 
be the last senator elected 
by the state legislature from 
Tennessee.

Republican Governor 
Ben W. Hooper had 
been reelected in 1912, 
defeating the old warhorse 
of Tennessee’s Democratic 
Party, Benton McMillin.  
Hooper’s reelection and 
the election of John Knight 

Shields was a bitter blow to 
most Tennessee Democrats, 
leaving them seething from 
the losses inflicted upon 
them by bolting Democrats 
and the hated Republicans.

The cause of the internal 
strife in Tennessee’s 
Democratic Party had 
originated with the issue of 
prohibition.  The temperance 
issue had provided a serious 
wedge between Tennessee 
Democrats, sharply dividing 
urban and rural voters.  
Governor Malcolm Patterson 
was an outspoken “wet”, 
coming from Memphis.  
Patterson favored at least 
allowing local option in the 
matter of selling beer and 
alcoholic spirits.  Worse still 
for supporters of prohibition 
was the fact Governor 
Patterson was a practicing 
wet, thoroughly enjoying a 
drink himself.  Naturally the 
“dry” forces were outraged 
by Patterson’s attitude and 
considered the governor 
to be a tool of the liquor 
interests.  The fight for 
the heart and soul of the 
Tennessee Democratic 
Party came to a head in 
the 1908 primary election 
when Patterson was 
seeking another term and 
was challenged by former 
U. S. Senator Edward Ward 
Carmack.

The Carmack – Patterson 
contest was not only a clash 
between urban and rural 
interests, as prohibition was 
far less popular in big cities 
while most rural voters at 
least theoretically supported 
the idea of temperance, 
but of two men who had a 
long history of disliking one 
another.  E. W. Carmack 
had originally been elected 
to Congress by defeating 
Congressman Josiah 
Patterson, the governor’s 
father.  The election had 
been so close that a contest 
was filed in the U. S. House 
of Representatives and 
Carmack’s attorney had 

been Kenneth McKellar.  
Carmack managed to win 
that contest and remained 
in Congress until he was 
elected to the U. S. Senate.  
Malcolm Patterson had 
been elected to Congress 
to succeed Carmack when 
the latter was promoted to 
the Senate.

Carmack’s senatorial 
career was ended by 
former Governor Robert 
Love Taylor and Carmack 
certainly had no objection to 
returning to office over the 
political corpse of Malcolm 
Patterson.

Both men were 
excellent speakers and 
had long been popular in 
Tennessee.  Both conducted 
aggressive campaigns 
for the nomination, their 
rivalry fueled by a strong 
personal dislike.  Carmack’s 
supporters wore buttons on 
their lapels, which featured 
a picture of E. W. Carmack 
with the slogan, “Shall the 
machine or the people rule?”  
It was a very close contest, 
but Governor Patterson 
managed to beat back 
Carmack’s onslaught with 
majorities in Tennessee’s 
urban and suburban areas.  

Carmack, a journalist 
by profession, returned 
to his former occupation 
when Luke Lea, owner of 
the Nashville Tennessean, 
offered him a job as 
editor of the newspaper.  
Carmack, stung by his 
defeat, used his facile 
pen and colorful language 
to relentlessly denounce 
Governor Patterson and his 
associates. 

E. W. Carmack had an 
impressive command of and 
apparently limitless supply 
of invective, with which he 
liberally doused Governor 
Patterson and his friends.  
Carmack proved to be so 
good at ladling out abuse it 
led to his eventual demise.  

At least one prominent 
associate of Governor 
Patterson, Colonel Duncan 
B. Cooper, strongly objected 
to being tortured in print by 
the fiery editor.  Carmack 
and Cooper had at one 
time been friends; in fact, 
it was Colonel Cooper who 
had given Edward Carmack 
his first job at the Nashville 
American, writing editorials.  
Obviously, the friendship had 
not lasted and after having 
been bathed once too often 
in Carmack’s vitriol, Colonel 
Cooper sent word to the 
editor he would not suffer 
any further insults.  

E. W. Carmack refused 
to heed Colonel Cooper’s 
warning and continued 
to attack Cooper in print.  
Carmack’s friends were 
concerned enough to urge 
the editor to be wary and 
they were right.  Carmack, 
not unmindful of the impact 
of his editorials, had taken 
the precaution of arming 
himself as he traversed 
Nashville.  Unfortunately, it 
did not prove to be enough 
to save his life.  Carmack 
happened to meet Colonel 
Cooper and Cooper’s son, 
Robin, on a Nashville street 
on November 8, 1908.  
Apparently all of the men 
were armed and Carmack, 
suspecting he was about 
to be assassinated, drew 
his pistol and opened fire, 
wounding Robin Cooper.  
Young Cooper proved to 
be a much more accurate 
marksman and Carmack 
was hit three times; once in 
the shoulder, as well as in 
the heart and the head.  E. 
W. Carmack fell dead into 
the gutter of a Nashville 
street.

Even in 1908 a shootout 
in the streets of Nashville 
between political enemies 
was not a commonplace 
occurrence and the 
reaction to Carmack’s death 
was swift.  The shooting 

caused a sensation all 
across Tennessee and 
the prohibition forces 
proclaimed the former 
senator was a martyr to 
the cause.  The Coopers 
were arrested, indicted 
and tried for the murder of 
Edward Ward Carmack.  The 
Coopers were found guilty 
and each was sentenced to 
twenty years in prison.

Any  sat is fac t ion 
Carmack’s friends and fellow 
temperance supporters felt 
with the conviction and 
sentencing of the Coopers 
was but momentary.  The 
Tennessee State Supreme 
Court upheld the conviction 
of Colonel Duncan Cooper, 
but reversed Robin Cooper’s 
conviction and sent his 
case back for retrial.  The 
prosecutor in the Robin 
Cooper case requested 
that charges against Robin 
be dismissed, and the trial 
judge granted the request.  
If that were not bad enough, 
Tennesseans were stunned 
by Governor Malcolm 
Patterson’s announcement 
he had pardoned Duncan 
Cooper.

Patterson’s pardon of 
Colonel Cooper inflamed E. 
W. Carmack’s friends and 
supporters to new heights 
of fury.  Even those friendly 
to Governor Patterson were 
astounded by his brazen 
executive clemency to 
his friend.  The legislature 
quickly passed prohibition 
and voted to erect a statue 
honoring the fallen Carmack, 
which still stands in front 
of the State Capitol to this 
day.

Malcolm Patterson’s 
pardon of Duncan Cooper 
further spilt the already 
divided Democratic Party 
in Tennessee.  Divisions 
and hatreds had not healed 
when Patterson sought a 
third two-year term in 1910.  
The opposition to Governor 
Patterson was so intense 
that he finally withdrew as 
a candidate despite having 
been nominated, as it was 
readily apparent he could 
not be reelected.  A slate of 
incumbent Justices of the 
Tennessee State Supreme 
Court announced they were 
running as “Independent” 
Democrats, further dividing 
the already splintered party.  
Frantic Democrats begged 
highly popular U. S. Senator 
Robert Love Taylor to run in 
Patterson’s stead.  Taylor 
had already served as 
Tennessee’s governor three 
times and had long coveted 
a seat in the Senate and 
liked Washington, D. C. and 
did not want to run.  In fact, 
Taylor had defeated Edward 
Ward Carmack to go to the 
Senate and finally the old 
warrior very reluctantly 
agreed to run for governor.

Kenneth McKellar was an 
active participant in all the 
internal wars of Tennessee’s 
Democratic Party and would 
do much, in time, to heal 
some of its wounds.

A Feudin’ Son of Tennessee:

Kenneth McKellar

By Ray Hill
rayhill865@gmail.com
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Photo from the author’s Personal collection.

U. S. Senator Kenneth D. McKellar, 1927.
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Mary Katsikas was promoted to Senior 
Director of Children, Youth and Family 
Mental Health Programming. Katsikas 
oversees the Center’s largest division 
of services for children and adolescents 
served by the Center. Her scope of respon-
sibility includes providing oversight and 
direction for the Center’s primary preven-
tion services, juvenile justice program-
ming, foster care, co- occurring adolescent 
residential treatment, school-based pro-
gramming and intensive mental health 
programming. Katsikas has been with the 
Center for 11 years and has been an inte-
gral component to the growth and expan-
sion of services for the Knoxville area as 

well as surrounding counties.
Since 1948, the Helen Ross McNabb 

Center has provided compassionate and 
quality mental health care services. Over 
the years the Center has grown into a 
regional not-for-profit, integrated system of 
care providing mental health care, addic-
tion and co-occurring treatment, and recov-
ery and social services for nearly 11,000 
children, adults and families. As we begin 
our 64th year of providing services to com-
munities in East Tennessee, our mission 
remains clear and simple; “Improving the 
lives of the people we serve.” For more 
information, visit www.mcnabbcenter.org 
or call 865-637-9711.

One of my favorite things about living 
in Knoxville is the awesome array of 
thrift stores and consignment shops.   

The youngest of five 
children, wearing 
second-hand clothes 
is “old hat” to me.  
Pun intended.  I have 
become a bit of a 
connoisseur of sec-
ond-hand stores here 
in Knoxville and I 
would like to share a 
little bit about what I 
have learned.

First of all, in this 
economy, second-
hand store shopping 

is just plain smart.  Most of my clothes 
are second-hand.  The only things I won’t 
buy second hand are shoes and undies. 
If they are really unworn, sometimes I will 
even compromise on shoes.   I also have 
a couple of pairs of jeans that I bought 
new, because the right fit in jeans can be 
tricky.  However, thrift or second-hand 
stores are great places to buy tops and 
skirts.  Because I get so many items sec-
ond-hand, I think it is okay to splurge on 
a trip to Victoria’s Secret or on a really 
great new pair of boots or sandals every 
now and then.  

My favorite thrift stores are the 
Goodwill store and the Karm store in the 
Bearden area on Kingston Pike.  These 
are where I have had my most success-
ful “pickin’.”    At any thrift store, one 
has to have a “picker” mentality.  That is 
the fun part.  Saving money may not be 
worth it for some people, but those of us 
who love it love the thrill of the hunt.  In 
order to become second-hand savvy, you 
will have to look at hundreds of pieces 
you couldn’t care less about.  Yet, when 
you scope out a really great item, like 
the pair of Lucky Brand jeans I paid five 
bucks for, it can be very satisfying.

Thrift stores are not great places to 
find really trendy items. On the other 
hand, if you like classic pieces from 
brands like Ralph Lauren Polo, L.L. 
Bean, Talbots, etc., you will hit jackpot 
after jackpot at thrift stores, because 
these are the kinds of things that never 
go out of style.  I wear a pretty average 
size, but if I were smaller I would find 
even more treasures.  Thrift stores have 
clothes in all sizes, but it seems they 
have a surplus of great items in small-
er, petite sizes.  I guess that is because 
people gain weight and then donate their 
clothes.  If you wear a size six or small-
er, you could really rack up some great 
things at a thrift store.  Another reason 
to be jealous of skinny girls!

Repeat Boutique is a consignment 
boutique closer to the Downtown West 
area.  Without a doubt, it has the best 
selection of second-hand clothes for 
women.  One need not be a “picker” 
to go there, because they only carry 
good brands.  The prices are consider-
ably higher than a thrift store, but much 
better than what would find on the same 
stuff at the mall.  I recently bought a pair 
of jeans at Repeat Boutique that were 
exactly the same as a pair I had bought 
new.  They were Ann Taylor Loft “boy-
friend” jeans with holes in them.  I paid 
about $60 for the new pair at a Loft in 
Louisville, Kentucky two years ago and 
I bought a pair at a sidewalk sale at 
Repeat Boutique for $4.  Wow.  I have 
also had some pretty good luck at Wear 
Else! in Powell and on Northshore.

I have come to think of thrift store and 
consignment shopping as a way of life.  
Paying retail for anything seems vulgar 
and wasteful to me now.  Even if I go to 
Victoria’s Secret or Mast General Store 
to buy lingerie or Chacos, I am usually 
clutching a coupon or a gift card.  I still 
appreciate a good deal on worthy new 
attire, but shopping second-hand always 

gets me even more bang for my buck.  
It also makes me feel like I’m being 
responsible and green.  Is there anything 
more fashionable than that?

When shopping at Karm or Goodwill, 
you will probably want to wash garments 
before you wear them.  Most nonprof-
it thrift stores do not have the resourc-
es to clean them before they put them 
out.  Consignment shops, however, insist 
that those putting things on consign-
ment have them cleaned or they clean 
them themselves before putting them 
out.  If you have an aversion for wearing 
second-hand clothes, consider donat-
ing your old clothes to Karm or Goodwill 
instead of hoarding them in your closet.   
It is a great way to conserve resources 
and to contribute to a good cause.  By 
the way, if you wear a size 8 or 10, could 
you shoot me an e-mail before you head 
down there?  Thanks!

Cont. from page 1

By Sarah Baker
bakers@knoxfocus.
com

Second Hand 
Savvy

program and administered loss preven-
tion and loss control programs to mitigate 
entity risk exposures. Eastes scored the 
highest of four nominees.

“We are proud of Gary and appreciate 
his dedication to the City,” Mayor Madeline 

Rogero said. “He has improved employ-
ee benefits while reducing costs to the 
taxpayers. He certainly deserves this 
recognition.”

Eastes has been with the City for nine 
years and had previously worked for the 
City of Oak Ridge and TVA.

McNabb Center introduces new levels 
of leadership to support growth

Cont. from page 1

Director receives national award
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By Steve Williams

If an award were given to the 
Knox County high school which 
had the most success in TSSAA 
Division I competition in 2011-12, 
it would be hard to argue against 
Christian Academy of Knoxville 
receiving the honor.

Beginning with a state cham-
pionship in girls soccer at Chat-
tanooga in early November and 
ending with a state boys soccer 
title at the Spring Fling in Murfrees-
boro during the last week of May, 
CAK enjoyed a super school year 
in athletics.

The Lady Warriors defeated 
Christ Presbyterian Academy 3-1 
and the Warriors shut out Kings-
bury 1-0 in soccer’s Class A-AA 
finals.

Soccer wasn’t the only sport 
Christian Academy found gold, 
either. The Warriors’ football 
team rolled past Milan 49-14 in 
the Class 3A finals at the Blue 
Cross Bowl in Cookeville in early 
December.

Those three state crowns were 
the highlights, but there were 

other strong showings on the 
state level for CAK, which is locat-
ed at 529 Academy Way, just off 
Dutchtown Road in West Knox-
ville.

The TSSAA also has state 
championship competition in 
cheerleading and the CAK squad 
placed third in the Medium Varsity 

Division.
Christian Academy’s girls golf 

team was Class A-AA state run-
ner-up last fall and its girls tennis 
team also earned silver on the 
state level this spring, falling to 
Notre Dame 4-3 in the finals.

The Lady Warriors’ track team, 
with only five competitors at the 

state level, racked up 43 points 
to place fourth out of 45 teams 
in Class A-AA.

CAK’s softball and baseball 
teams also advanced to the 
state in Class AA, with the Lady 
Warriors notching one victory 
in Murfreesboro before being 

Continue on page 2
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The Palmer 
Panthers of Powell

By Alex Norman

In four seasons (2007-
2011) playing for the Ten-
nessee men’s basketball 
team, Brian Williams aver-
aged 17 minutes a contest, 
scoring 5 points and adding 
5.7 rebounds per game.  
His best game might have 
been one of the biggest in 
the history of the UT pro-
gram.

In the Sweet 16 against 
Ohio State in 2010, Wil-
liams played 32 minutes, 
collected a game high 12 
rebounds and scored nine 
points. His tip in with less 
than a minute to go gave 
the Vols a lead they’d never 
relinquish, as Tennessee 
advanced to the Elite 8 for 
the first time.

Recently I had the chance 
to catch up with Williams, 
to talk about a basketball 
career that has taken him 
on the other side of the 
globe.

Alex Norman: You cur-
rently play for the West-
ports Malaysia Dragons 
in the ASEAN Basketball 
League, a pro league in 
Southeast Asia. What is 
the experience like playing 
overseas?

Brian Williams: Playing 
overseas is different.  It 
is not for everybody.  You 
have to adjust to a lot of dif-
ferent things and you start 
to get home sick… but you 
are getting paid to do some-
thing you love.

AN: How do you rate the 
level of basketball in this 
league, perhaps compared 
to the Division 1 college 
level in the states?

BW: The league is good. 
Every team has two imports 
and three Filipino-Ameri-
cans.  There are a couple 
of former NBA players and 
major division one players 
too.  Plus, the local players 
work hard and they improve 
everyday

AN: Talk about your game. 
What have you improved on 
over there, and what parts 
of your game are you still 
working on?

BW: I improved on my 
confidence mostly in my 
whole offensive game…  I 

Catching up 
with former 
Vols Center 

Brian Williams

By Ken Lay 
 When Powell Middle School boys 

basketball coach Darin Courtney 
places phone calls to former play-
ers, they answer --- gladly.

Just ask 2003 Knox County 
Middle School Basketball Confer-
ence Most Valuable Player Chris 
Conner.

“I recently graduated from col-
lege and I just got back from a 
cruise,” said Conner, who received 
his degree from Tennessee State 
University and subsequently spent 
some time at sea before returning 
home to Powell to get some rest. 
“Coach Courtney called me to see 
if I could work his camp.”

Conner, along with three other 
former Powell Middle School play-
ers, answered the coach’s calls. 
Conner, Tres Palmer and Andrew 
Hansen came home recently to 
help Courtney at the 10th Annual 
Powell Pride Boys Basketball Camp 
at Powell Middle School.

“I have a lot of respect for coach 
Courtney,” Conner said. “When he 
came here [Powell Middle School], 
we won a championship.

“The year before, I think we won 
two games and then when he 
came, we went 16-3 and we won 
the county championship. I really 
began to enjoy basketball when he 
came. I had some success and we 

started winning.”
Conner, who also worked the 

camp in 2010, was the one 
coach in 2012 not to attend the 
Powell camp as a player. He had 
already graduated before the first 
camp opened in the late spring of 
2003.

Palmer, Hansen and current 
Panthers assistant coach Lucas 
Heidel, who was also around for 
the 2012 camp, all attended the 
camp as players and all hold Court-
ney, who won the Knox County 
Middle School Tournament Cham-
pionship in 2003, 2008 and 2012, 
in high regard.

“Coach Courtney has really 
picked up the intensity around 
here and I think that’s why they’re 
still winning championships,” said 
Hansen, who will play basketball 
at Hiawassee College this season. 
“It’s a pleasure and I’m glad that 
[Courtney] asked me to come and 
work.”

Palmer said he’ll do anything for 
his middle school coach.

“Coach Courtney is a great coach 
and now, he’s a great friend. It’s 
awesome to come here and teach 
these kids,” said Palmer, who 
plays at Roane State Community 

By Ken Lay 

Basketball is a family 
affair for Tres and Trysten 
Palmer.

Tres, a 2010 Powell High 
School graduate, enjoyed a 
stellar career at both Powell 
Middle and Powell High. 

He recently returned to 
Powell Middle School to 
serve as a coach at the 
10th Annual Powell Pride 
Boys Basketball Camp 
where Trysten, his younger 
brother and rising seventh 
grader at Powell Middle, is 
a camper.

“It’s great to come here 
and work with him and 
help him become a better 
player,” Tres said of coach-
ing his younger brother. “I’m 
treating him just like I’m 
treating everybody else.”

Tres enjoyed success on 
the hardwood at Powell 
Middle before heading to 
Powell High and playing for 
Mike Ogan. He now plays at 
Roane State and cherishes 

Champion attitudes taught at Powell camp

A super year for CAK athletics

Photo by Mindy newMan 

Christian Academy of Knoxville team members bond and relax after defeating Kingsbury 1-0 to capture 
the TSSAA Class A-AA state soccer championship May 25 in Murfreesboro.

Photo by Sarah Baker. The future of Powell High athletics takes a break 
from a game during camp last week.
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Champion attitudes taught at Powell camp

College. “I’d do anything to make these 
guys better players and I’d do anything for 
coach Courtney.”

Conner, Hansen and Palmer all have 
busy summer schedules. Hansen works 
at Knox Rail Salvage. Palmer is employed 
as a stone mason while Conner will likely 
return to Nashville to pursue an internship 
before going back to Tennessee State to 
pursue a Master’s Degree and work as a 
graduate assistant in the athletic depart-
ment.

But they all took time this year to work 
with Powell’s young basketball players and 
Courtney couldn’t have been happier.

“I’ve been blessed to be part of this 
community for the past 10 years and it’s 
great to be getting back together every 

summer with the guys that I’ve coached,” 
said Courtney, who also guided the Pan-
thers to KCMSBC regular-season cham-
pionships in 2003, 2010 and 2012. “It’s 
great to see how they’ve grown as young 
men.

“To me, that means so much more than 
winning championships.”

The players also cherish the opportu-
nity to reunite.

“I’m glad to see that my former team-
mates are doing well,” Conner said. “I 
played with Andrew and Lucas. Tres was 
an incoming freshman when I was a 
senior.

Hansen, who’s also worked two summer 
camps, said “It’s great to catch up with 
all these guys. We don’t get to see much 
of each other because we’re all going to 
school and we all have jobs.”

Cont. from page 1

Cont, from page 1
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Weekly achievements for 
Wednesday, Club 55, June 
5, 2012
 
High Game Scratch--Male
189 Ed Beatty
178 Richard Davis

177 Stanley Taylor
High Series Scratch--Male
234 Ed Beatty
226 Ralph Allmon
223 Gene Allmon
 
High Game Scratch--Female
122 Wanda Reed
113 Nancy Griffith
 
High Series Scratch--Female
166 Wanda Reed

142 Nancy Griffith
 
Thursday No-Tap:
High Game Scratch--Male
300 Curtis Tindell
300 Ralph Allmon
300 Bill Byrge
 
High Series Scratch--Male
855 Bill Byrge
840 Ralph Allmon
750 Curtis Tindell

 
High Game Scratch--Female
262 Lynne Porco
240 Carolyn Courtney
234 Betty Phillips
 
High Series Scratach--
Female
675 Carolyn Courtney
643 Carolyn McGill
638 Betty Phillips

Cont. from page 1

2012 Powell High School
Panther Youth Football Camp

July 9-11
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm

Ages 6 – 15
Each camper will be instructed in the funda-
mentals and techniques of football during 
each of the three sessions. Campers will be 
divided by age and position and will work 
with PHS coaches and players. Competition 
will be held on the last day in the skills of 
punting, kicking, passing and 40-yard dash.

Cost
$25 per camper before 6/22
$35 per camper after 6/22

Price Includes:
Camp T-Shirt*, Camp 

Insurance, Snacks & Drinks, 
Certificate of Participa-

tion, Instruction from PHS 
Coaches and Time with the 

PHS Football team.
Date
July 9-11

Where
PHS Football Field

Time
6 pm – 8 pm

What to wear
Shorts, camp t-shirt, socks, 

tennis shoes or cleats

*Campers who sign up 
the night of camp are not 
guaranteed a t-shirt.

Registration form
(submit one for each camper)

Name:____________________
Address:___________________
__________, TN  zip:________
School:   ___________________
Grade in 2012-13:  _____________
Home Phone: ________________
Parent Cell   _________________
Parent Name: ________________
Parent Signature:
________________________
T-shirt size: (circle size needed)
Youth:  S  M  L
Adult:        S         M  L        XL     2XL

$25 – before 6/22
$35 – after 6/22

Mail application and payment to:
PHS Touchdown Club

P.O. Box 1648
Powell, TN 37849

For additional information, 
call Scott Jones at 386-4287

shoot a lot of jump shots 
and I handle the ball a lot. 
Thus far in the playoffs I’m 
averaging 8 assists per 
game.

AN: In a recent playoff 
series, you have gone up 
against a former UT team-
mate, Duke Crews. Is it 
strange to play against a 
former teammate, espe-
cially so far from home? 

BW: Yeah. Duke’s team 
is number one in the 
league and is currently in 
the deciding game in the 
finals. Duke was one of the 
most versatile athletic big 
men I ever played against 
or with… and it’s cool to 

see people you know from 
the states in other coun-
tries.

AN: Are you looking to 
play in that league again 
next season? Is the goal to 
play elsewhere overseas or 
perhaps in the D-League in 
the USA?

BW: I worked out for sev-
eral teams this summer 
for the draft so I’m still on 
the radar, and I’ll proba-
bly will play in the summer 
league…  but the money in 
Asia is good really good,  so 
wherever I end up, me and 
my family will be grateful.

AN: What are your best 
memories from your time 
at Tennessee? Your four 

years were part of one of 
the best eras in program 
history.

BW: On the court I’m one 
of the winningest players in 
Tennessee history, and of 
course that Elite 8 run was 
my favorite… just the atmo-
sphere, I loved it. I’m proud 
to be a Vol.

AN: I know you have 
been overseas... have you 
had much of a connection 
to Tennessee’s new coach 
Cuonzo Martin?

BW: I still talk with some 
of the staff, and I worked 
out with coach when I was 
on campus last… they said 
I’m invited whenever when 
I want to put work in…

Catching up with former Vols Center Brian Williams

eliminated.
“Our teams have been 

blessed this year with 
great success,” said athlet-
ics director Steve Denny. 
“It comes with a lot of 
hard work and commit-
ment from the athletes 
and coaches.

“That success goes 
beyond the scoreboard,” 
added Denny. “They’ve 
done a tremendous job in 
the community with service 
projects and reaching out 
to others. I’m very proud 
of what our program has 

done in and out of compe-
tition.”

More good news came 
out of CAK last week when 
wide receiver Josh Smith 
joined teammate and line-
man Brett Kendrick as UT 
football commitments. 
Both will be seniors this 
fall at CAK, along with 
state record-setting quar-
terback Charlie High, who 
also is being recruited by 
the Vols.

In all, Knox County 
schools captured 10 
TSSAA state champion-
ships in team competition 
this past school year.

In Division I, Bearden and 
Farragut won dance titles 
for Large Varsity Jazz and 
Small Varsity Jazz, respec-
tively. Hardin Valley Acade-
my won the Class AAA girls 
track meet by a one-point 
margin and Gibbs brought 
home another Class AA 
softball crown.

Webb School captured 
three titles in Division II 
in girls basketball, boys 
soccer and girls tennis.

Several other athletes 
from Knox County schools 
earned state champion-
ships in individual compe-
tition.

A super year for CAK athletics

the opportunity to teach 
Trysten and the other camp-
ers, who invaded Powell 
Middle for a four-day camp 
last week.

“This is just awesome to 
come in here and work with 
these kids,” said Palmer. “I’d 
do anything to help these 
kids become better play-
ers and I’d do anything for 
[Powell Middle School boys 
basketball] coach [Darin] 
Courtney.

“He’s a great coach and a 
great friend.”

Although Tres, who cur-
rently holds a summer job 
as a stone mason, has 
moved on to play college 
basketball, he still takes 
time to work with his little 
brother.

“I have special workouts 
for him at the house,” Tres 
said of Trysten.

Trysten also cherished 
the chance to learn from 
Tres at the Powell summer 
basketball camp.

“This is great because not 
only to I get to learn basket-
ball from him,” Trysten said. 

“This is pretty cool because 
I get to come here and hang 
out with him.

“I also get to come here 
and play basketball and I 
get to come here and play 
with my friends.”

Tres relished the oppor-
tunity to work with Powell’s 
young basketball players. 
But he’s also learning some 
things.

“Teaching the game helps 
me because it helps me to 
keep sharpening my skills,” 
he said.

The Palmer Panthers of Powell

Regulars at Smokies Park are anxious 
to see some good baseball played this 
season. Heading into a 10-game home-

stand and the final two 
series of the Southern 
League’s first half, the 
Tennessee Smokies 
hadn’t treated their fans 
to winning baseball like 
they had the past three 
years.

Our Smokies have 
been looking more like 

their parent Chicago Cubs, if you know 
what I mean.

Better offensive and defensive play 
should surface when Smokies Park in 
Sevierville is the host site for the SL All-
Star game on Tuesday, June 19.

Be sure and circle that date on your 
calendar. As for baseball in this area, it 
should be the highlight of the summer. 
And with the mid-season classic rotat-
ed among Southern League cities, the 
Smokies only get to host the game once 
every 10 years.

“It’s a great event to have,” said Smok-
ies General Manager Brian Cox last Thurs-
day. “The amazing thing is you’re going to 
see how many of these players are going 
to be in the big leagues the next couple 
of years.”

In fact, 17 players who played in last 
season’s All-Star game in Jackson, have 
already made it up to the majors this 
year, pointed out Adam Kline, the Smok-
ies’ media director. That includes Arizona 
Diamondbacks first baseman and former 
Mobile Bay Bear Paul Goldschmidt, who 
I recently picked up off the free agent 
wire for my fantasy baseball team. Oops, 
I digress.

Another Kline fact: Since 2008, 17 
Smokies have made it to the majors. That 
includes Steve Clevenger, who was an all-
star for the Smokies just last season and 
is now the Cubs catcher.

Yes, there’s really something to that 
Double-A slogan: “Watch the stars of 
tomorrow today.”

Ticket prices for the All-Star game, 
which will pit the North Division against 
the South Divison, start at $15. Gates will 
open at 3 and fans will have the opportu-
nity to get autographs and see a Home 
Run Derby prior to the 7:15 contest. An 
All-Star Fireworks post-game show also 
comes with the deal.

“It’s going to be a full day of events,” 
said Cox, who came to work for the local 
professional franchise in 1990, when the 
club was then known as the Knoxville 
Blue Jays, or K-Jays for short, and played 
at Bill Meyer Stadium, just off Magnolia 
Avenue in East Knoxville.

Cox worked his way up in the franchise 
and became its GM in 2002, two years 
after the Smokies relocated at its current 
stadium, just off Exit 407 on I-40 East.

The Smokies franchise was honored 

as the Minor League Organization of the 
Year in 2011 out of 160 to 165 minor 
league franchises in the nation. “It’s a 
tribute to the franchise and fans in this 
area,” said Cox, who looks at the All-Star 
event as another opportunity for his fran-
chise to put its best foot forward in front 
of the entire league.

Not all has gone wrong with the Ten-
nessee Smokies this season. Four of 
its players – outfielder Jim Adduci, first 
baseman Justin Bour and relief pitch-
ers Frank Batista and Kevin Rhoderick – 
were selected to the 25-man North Divi-
sion team, which will be managed by the 
Smokies’ own Buddy Bailey.

Bour, who was named to the team as 
a designated hitter, was the SL leader in 
runs-batted-in with 43 when the Smokies 
opened their series against the Missis-
sippi Braves Thursday night. Adduci had 
the league’s third best batting average at 
.320. Batista was perfect in seven save 
opportunities. Rhoderick had six saves 
and a 0.79 ERA.

As a team, however, the Smokies have 
struggled at the plate and in the field 
in falling to the North Division cellar. 
Through 60 games, they ranked seventh 
in the 10-team league in offense and tied 
for sixth in fielding. Their pitching ranked 
fourth best.

I’ve heard more complaints about the 
team’s defense. In fact, I was listening 
to the Smokies (27-33) on the radio the 
other night when they committed back-
to-back errors in the top of the fourth 
inning against Mississippi (26-34), allow-
ing a league-leading 41st unearned run in 
their 61st game. The Smokies did come 
back to notch an 8-7 win in the series 
opener against the South Division’s cellar 
dweller.

After an off day this Tuesday, the 
Smokies will entertain the Birmingham 
Barons for five games Wednesday (June 
13) through Sunday. Another off day next 
Monday will allow Cox and crew time to 
make final preparations for the All-Star 
showcase.

Who knows? With all that all-star talent 
at Smokies Park, maybe some of it will 
rub off on our local club. For sure, the 
Smokies will have a clean record and 
fresh start when the second half begins 
Thursday, June 21.

SL All-Star game will be a 
welcomed sight at Smokies Park

By Steve 
Williams
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Arts & Entertainment

Five Questions with Overtone

OVERTONE. L to R: Emile Welman, Eduard Leonard, Valentino Ponsonby, Riaan Weyers, Ernie Bates, Shane Smith

1. Your band Overtone 
has been on “Ellen,” 
toured with Corrine 

Bailey Rae, opened twice for 
One Republic, is currently 
playing on Satellite radio 
and now is on a major hit 
reality TV show involving Dina 
Eastwood. Coming so far as a 
band professionally, do you 
believe the band has “made 
it” in the industry? If not, what 
goals do you believe you need 
to achieve to consider yourself 
a success?

ERNIE: As a band we have come 
a long way. We started in 2006 
and we felt at that time that if we 
get a chance to perform on the 
main stage at ‘Innibos’ (a South 
African music festival), we can 
consider ourselves successful. 
We never did get a chance to 
perform on that stage, so we 
skipped it right into the American 
entertainment industry. “The 
success bar” as we call it, gets 
raised very often. But after all 
the things we did and achieved 
as a band I still don’t think 
we’ve “made it” yet. To consider 
ourselves successful we would 
like a second season of Mrs. 
Eastwood & Company, a number 
one hit song and an album sale 
of at least two million. 

2. The band “Overtone” 
is currently featured 
on the hit reality 

TV show “Mrs. Eastwood & 
Company.” Unlike “American 
Idol” or the current clutter 
of other singing shows, your 
band is in a unique situation. 
The band is receiving massive 
exposure via television but 
does not have to deal with TV 

show competition drawbacks. 
How has this approach helped 
you and did the band ever 
consider trying out for a strictly 
music show when they arrived 
in the United States?

RIAAN: Living in the US gave 
Overtone a bit more insight to 
the acappella genre. We were 
exposed to many more bands 
that do what we do. As a band 
we knew there would be tough 
competition but we had one strong 
advantage, Being foreign and 
having Dina Eastwood support 
us. In a way we are different than 
other vocal groups out there. We 
are organically put together and 
arrange our harmonies in a unique 
way. We thought of competing on 
the show “The Sing-off’s” but we 
had immigration troubles at the 
time. We were also like a fish out 
of water, not knowing where to 
go, what to do in this new music 
world. With Dina, our first time 
manager, we had a guide. Dina 
had a dream of us doing a reality 
show because of all the crazy 
experiences we’ve had. The 
dream came true. 

I think doing multiple music 
talent shows give great 
experience and exposure, but 
can sometimes be a hit and miss 
and discourages the performer. 
Overtone had to come up with 
a way to not to get discouraged 
by any obstacles and to have a 
prolonged success. 

3. Musical artists 
ex pose t he i r 
thoughts, passion, 

and lives through their music. 
As a band that is exposing 
those same elements through 
television, does that help 

or hurt the music writing 
process?

RIAAN: The writing process 
has always been difficult. It is 
not always easy revealing one’s 
deepest emotions to the rest of 
the world. The TV show forced us 
to be real with our emotions and 
taught us to not be as shy at letting 
it out there. Another setback is 
time. Being on a TV show makes 
for a lot more on the Overtone 
schedule. We try and work fast 
as we can but unfortunately to be 
creative takes time. 

4. M a ny p eo p l e 
might think that by 
having a famous 

band manager like Mrs. Dina 
Eastwood, making a successful 
band is probably easy because 
of her Hollywood contacts. 
Others might think it is harder 
because with a famous 
manager comes much higher 
expectations. What are the 
advantages and disadvantages 
of having a famous manager?

ERNIE: Dina is our angel. She 
is an amazing person with a big 
and caring heart. She is much 
more than just a manager to 
us. She’s like our big sister and 
mom. Dina wasn’t in the music 
industry at all before she brought 
Overtone over to America, so she 
had to learn it at the same time 
as we did. It wasn’t easy for her 
to get us where we are today. It 
is an advantage to have Dina in 
our corner because she knows 
what it takes to be successful 
in life so she is always pushing 
us to get better at what we do. 
Her contacts do help us a lot and 
the fact that she and her family 

name is backing us as a band will 
make people listen and look at us 
for a second time. On the other 
side, people’s expectations are 
much higher and we get thrown 
into the deep water constantly. 
The pressure is so much higher 
because we are working with 
veterans in the TV and music 
industry so we always have to be 
on top of our game. 

5. Take us through 
a typical daily 
schedule for the 

band “Overtone.” 

RIAAN: A typical day for Overtone 
is getting up and checking e-mail 
from Dina. She constantly sends 
us mail saying “write write write.” 
Owning your own song is the best 
thing one can do as an artist. We 
are a self-sufficient band and we 
try to do everything ourselves. 
We write our own music, do our 
own videos, rehearse, recording, 
producing, planning, setting up 
meetings, doing gigs. It’s not 
easy trying to do everything that 
a record label would provide, but 
it does keep you on your toes. We 
are six guys in the band and try to 
spread the workload. The day in 
the life of Overtone is hectic but 
we do it all to follow a dream.

“Mrs. Eastwood & Company” 
airs every Sunday at 10 p.m. 
on E!

ERNIE RIANN

By Sylvia Williams

Thir ty-three “happy 
campers” between ages 6 
and 14 found art heaven 
at the Fountain City Art 
Center last week during the 
Summer Art Camp Schol-
arship Classes for Knox 
County students chosen by 
their art instructors. These 
art class scholarships were 
made possible by grants 
from the Gene and Florence 
Monday Foundation, the 
TN Arts Commission, the 
Arts and Culture Alliance, 
and the GFWC Fontinalis 

Club. The Fountain City Art 
Center has been honored 
to receive the grants, total-
ing $2,090, all spent on the 
students’ art classes and 
materials.  The Center is 
extremely grateful to these 
charitable organizations 
for their generosity and 
for enabling the Center to 
administer the summer pro-
gram for the 8th year. 

Instructors for the clay 
classes were Roger Bench 
and Penny Berridge.  Jan 
Bolus, assisted by her sister 
Sharon Henderson, led the 

classes in multiple arts and 
crafts. Much thanks is due 
to these instructors who 
go out of their way to make 
sure the instruction is both 
creatively stimulating and 
challenging, and highly 
entertaining as well!

Be sure to come by and  
view the extraordinary  7th 
Annual FCAC Open Show. 
We’re located at 213 Hotel 
Avenue next to Fountain 
City Park in the former 
library building. The exhibit 
will be on view, free to the 
public, until July 17.

Grants Create Happy Art Campers
Penny Berridge instructs clay 
handbuilding class at FCAC art 
camp.

Bluegill’s picks
Monday, June 11
Steve Kaufman’s Acous-
tic Kamp, a two-week 
concert series featuring 
some of the best pickin’ 
you’re liable to hear until 
next year’s Kamp, gets 
underway at Alumni Gym 
on the Maryville College 
campus. This concert 
presents Steve Kaufman, 
Mike Clemmer, Harvey 
Reid, Suzy & Eric Thomp-
son, and Keith Yoder. 7 
p.m.

The Royal Hounds will 
grace the Preservation 
Pub stage with swingin’ 
rockabilly. 10 p.m.

Tuesday, June 12
Vance Thompson leads 
“Jazz on the Square” on 
Market Square. Free. 7-9 
p.m.

 Steve Kaufman’s 
Acoustic Kamp at Alumni 
Gym on the Maryville Col-
lege campus presents 
Rusty Holloway,  Steve 
Spurgin, Rolly Brown, and 
Joe Collins. 7 p.m.

Wednesday, June 13
The WDVX “Blue Plate 
Special” live web/radio 
broadcast (89.9 and 
102.9 FM/www.wdvx.
com) from the Knoxville 
Visitor Center in beauti-
ful downtown Knoxville 
presents Kristin Diable & 
The City and Pierce Edans 
& The Dirty Work.   Free. 
noon.

Steve Kaufman’s 
Acoustic Kamp at Alumni 
Gym on the Maryville Col-
lege campus presents-
Mark Cosgrove, Richard 
Smith, and Brad Leftwich. 
7 p.m.

Friday, June 15
 The Sunset Music 

Series in the beautiful 
covered amphitheater of 
the Great Smoky Moun-
tain Heritage Center in 
Townsend premiers those 
wild and wonderful Early 
Morning String Dusters. 
7 p.m.

 Saturday, June 16
 The legendary Raven 
Records & Rarities store 
is moving to a new loca-
tion on Central Street 
next to the Relix Theater, 
and they are celebrating 
their Grand Opening with 
film screenings (“Incom-
ing Freshmen” and “This 
is Cas Walker”) early in 
the evening, followed by 
music by Jack Rentfro 
& The Apocalypso Quar-
tet, Guy Marshall, The 
French, and Eric Griffin. In 
between sets, the legen-
darily scary Russ Harper 
will screen footage of area 
bands from the 1980s. 
And there’s more! Plus, 
it will be a fundraiser for 
WUTK “The Rock” radio 
station. 5 p.m. - 2 a.m.
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Last week’s CMAfest 
2012, formerly known as 
“Fan Fair,” had many new 

surprises 
m a k i n g 
this year’s 
event pos-
sibly the 
greatest 
ever. With 
more art-
ists, more 
s t a g e s , 

and more 
i n t e r a c -
tion, the 

Country Music Association 
has sent a resounding mes-
sage to Country music fans 
that the CMAfest is not look-
ing to rest on its reputation, 
but strive to make each year 
bigger and better. 

The week started out with 
the two-day Billboard CMA 
Country Music Summit. The 
event included panels on 
the success of high profile 
Country music superstars 
such as Luke Bryan and the 
duo Thompson Square. The 
artists discussed what deci-
sions worked in their career 
and what didn’t. For Thomp-
son Square, using other 
writers’ songs pushed them 
to the next level. One ques-
tion asked from the audi-
ence was about how the 
band felt about being song-
writers yet singing other 
writers’ songs to which 
Keifer Thompson respond-
ed “pride will get you back 
at Kinkos.” (Thompson was 
employed at Kinkos before 
finding success as a  Coun-
try Music artist. ) Luke Bryan 
claimed that touring college 
towns and getting his CD 
into as many hands as pos-
sible was pivotal in the suc-
cess of his career.   Other 
panels held topics such as 

touring, revenue generating 
and a variety industry relat-
ed topics.

Later that day I caught 
up with Keifer Thompson 
at the “Cricket Wireless 
Muve Music” press event. 
I had heard Thompson tell-
ing a fan earlier in the day 
that he played trumpet in 
his church’s choir. I asked 
him how his spirituality 
affects his writing process 
as a song writer, and if his 
faith makes writing Country 
music harder or easier. 

Impressed that I caught 
that statement, Keifer first 
asked my name and then 
responded: “It definitely 
makes it easier because 
I know what I won’t talk 
about. You are never going 
to hear Keifer Thompson 
talk about going out and 
getting hammered every 
night and doin’ all that stuff. 
Spirituality is a huge thing 
with me and Shawn. I was 
born into a Southern Baptist 
family. So was Shawn. God 
is at the forefront of what 
we do every, every day. It’s 
a big thing. We don’t write 
Christian music but it (spiri-
tuality) definitely guides us 
in what we will and won’t 
talk about 

On Wednesday, the band 
Edens Edge held their 
fan party. The connection 
between the band members 
and their fans was remark-
able. The immense talent 
of this band indicates that 
their new album is destined 
to be a major hit and a must 
have for anyone who enjoys 
beautiful and passionate 
country music.  Every fan 
who attended the party 
received a picture with the 
group and autographs. Not 
only will this band’s musical 

talent propel them to the top 
of the charts, but the com-
mitment to their fans will 
create a dedicated group 
of followers. 

On Thursday, I attend-
ed a show by Curb record-
ing artist Rachel Holder. 
Her singing ability and her 
stage presence are impres-
sive. Her current hit single 
“In Your Arms” has been 
steadily climbing the charts.  
Out of all the new and rising 
talent at the CMA Festival, 
Rachel Holder’s perfor-
mance truly set her apart. 
She shows great promise in 
becoming the next house-
hold name.  If her perfor-
mance is an indicator of 
Curb Records’ standard, 
then it appears that the 
company has a very bright 
future ahead.

Finally, on Thursday night 
I took in a performance by 

15-year-old Knoxville resi-
dent Greylan James. He per-
formed at the club 12th and 
Porter. His performance 
was so amazing that even 
the jaded, seen-it-all, Nash-
ville Natives who hear the 
most talented musicians in 
the world nightly were blown 
away.  I chose to cover Grey-
lan’s performance over 
seeing the major acts per-
form at LP Field. It was great 
to watch the crowd’s reac-
tion to this talented young 
singer outside of his home-
town. I have always pre-
ferred to cover an artist on 
the journey to becoming a 
huge celebrity, rather then 
waiting until they have made 
it big. With Greylan James, 
I believe that I am covering 
the beginning of what will be 
a very successful career.

By Dan Andrews
andrewsd@
knoxfocus.com

Top, Greylan 
James. Above, 
Edens Edge. Left, 
Luke Bryan. 
Photos by Dan 
Andrews. To view 
more, please visit 
www.knoxfocus.
com/gab_
gallery/2012-cma-
music-festival/

Notes from CMAfest 2012 Part 1

By David Klein

One way or another, history will be in 
the men’s draw at this year’s French Open 
at the clay courts of Roland Garros in 
Paris. Three of the semifinalists will look 
to make history in different ways.

Top -ranked Novak Djokovich, winner 
of three straight Grand Slams, is look-
ing to be the first men’s player since Rod 
Laver to win four in a row. His Grand Slam 
streak started at Wimbledon last year 
where he beat #2 ranked Rafael Nadal 
in four sets. Since Wimbledon, he has 
beaten Nadal at the U.S. Open and at 
January’s Australian Open.

Djokovich is on the cusp of history. He 
has dramatically improved his fitness and 
his mental toughness. I think he can win 
the French Open. He has the stamina, 
shot-making ability, and luck needed to 
win.

Speaking of Nadal, he has a chance 
to make some history of his own. He is 
going for a record seventh French Open 

title. He is 50-1 on the courts of Roland 
Garros with his only loss coming in 2009 
in the fourth round to Robin Soderling. He 
is one of the best on clay, and if he beats 
his semifinal opponent David Ferrer, will 
likely face Djokovich for a fourth straight 
time in a Grand Slam final. He is trying to 
shed the reputation he can’t beat Djok-
ovich when it counts.

With the prospects of these two play-
ers, Roger Federer, the man playing Djok-
ovich in Friday’s semifinals, is going for 
some history of his own. Federer already 
owns the all-time lead in Grand Slam 
titles with 16. He hasn’t won one since 
the Australian Open in 2010. He was the 
last man to beat Djokovich in a slam, 
ending his 43 -victory streak at last year’s 
French Open.

The Djokovich-Federer semifinal will be 
epic, setting the stage for either player to 
dethrone the best clay court player of all 
time, Nadal, who is going for history of his 
own. Whoever wins, that player will make 
history at this year’s French Open.

History to be Made at the French Open
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Are we truly free?  This 
is not a rhetorical ques-
tion, but one that I’ve 
been considering lately.  
Scholars note that free-
dom can be national, 
political or individual.  An 
example of national free-
dom is China, defined as 
the freedom of that coun-
try from foreign control.  
And yet in that communist 
state there is no politi-
cal freedom with the right 
to vote or to assemble.  I 
often think about the stu-
dent who stood in front 
of the tank in Tiananmen 
Square in 1989.  I wonder 
whatever became of him.  

Individual freedom 
is your right to do as 
you see fit as long as 
you don’t injure some-
one else.  This perspec-
tive is embodied in the 
First Amendment to our 

Constitution.  We Amer-
icans take for grant-
ed our unprecedent-
ed tri-level of freedoms 
won at a heavy price of 
blood and treasure.  

In ancient Rome Chris-
tians served as a scape-
goat for the ills of a 
devolving culture. They 
were persecuted for, 
among other things, their 
refusal to acknowledge 
that the Emperor was a 
god.  In other words, they 
said that their individual 
freedom was not dictat-
ed by the state or given 
by a self proclaimed god-
emperor.  Obviously, this 
freedom of conscience 
was a challenge to the 
Roman Empire which 
depended upon slavish 
allegiance.  What a tes-
tament to the courage of 
those Christians and their 

nonviolent willingness to 
die for individual freedom.  
Eventually their sacrific-
es won the begrudging 
admiration of Rome, and 
within 300 years “Christ 
had conquered Caesar,” 
and Christianity became 
the official religion of 
the Roman Empire. 

I’ve discovered that the 
notion of “free” in south-
ern rural Ohio has a dif-
ferent slant.  The locals 
there have an interest-
ing custom where anyone 
possessing a treasure 
they no longer need can 
place the item along the 
roadside and liberate the 
item from their garage.  
Becky loves a deal and 
the sign saying free was 
almost too much for her.  
I told her we didn’t need a 
brace of discarded toilets 
nor a “cute” masonry mal-
lard with a cracked neck.   

I was also astounded 
to see Ohioans on motor-
cycles weaving in and out 
of heavy traffic without 
helmets.   It seems that 
helmets are too restrict-
ing of their freedom to 
ride unfettered with the 
wind in their hair.  It made 
me wonder if we have the 
right to make choices that 
injure ourselves or others.   
What if we eschew seat 
belts or choose to smoke, 
overeat, or drink one 

liter sodas that Mayor 
Bloomberg proposes to 
banish in NY City?  Do we 
have a right to ask others 
to financially rescue us 
from the consequenc-
es of our poor choices?  
Can government save 
us from ourselves?

The Alcohol Anony-
mous twelve step pro-
gram is well known 
and is successful if fol-
lowed.  A friend of mine 
is a recovering alcohol-
ic for the last 25 years.  
He credits God and says 
that the transformative 
Spirit only comes into 
a person at the point 
of their surrender to a 
higher power.  My friend 
believes we too often bail 
people out of their misery 
and thereby delay their 
recovery and prolong 
their pain.  In my opin-
ion he’s earned the right 
to talk the talk because 
he’s walked the walk.  

In America we do much 
in the name of compas-
sion.  No one would argue 
that a child should be 
saved from a predatory 
adult, or that we should 
offer people “a hand 
up.”  I’m just opposed 
to “a hand out” that has 
become emblematic of 
our welfare state which 
deprives a person of his 
dignity and his freedom.  

Living on the dole is as 
destructive a lifestyle 
as drugs.  It is actu-
ally modern slavery. 

We hear a lot these 
days about personal 
responsibility.  I have to 
admit that I can get a 
bit preachy in my medi-
cal practice as I try to 
empower patients to take 
charge of their problems.  
It’s a delicate balance to 
speak the truth in love 
and avoid the appear-
ance of a know-it-all.  

 I believe solutions for 
the problems in our coun-
try go beyond personal 
responsibility and lie in 
the realm of consequenc-
es.  Too often, some-
one of notoriety “mis-
speaks” using scurrilous 
language or a racial epi-
thet.  I’m tired of a talk-
ing-head or a star whose 
passion reveals his or her 
true self and then has to 
go on TV with a clarifica-
tion or an apology and 
beg forgiveness.  I have 
nothing against Oprah, 
but I’m glad her show is 
no longer a place where 
politicos and Hollywood-
types can show up and 
cry and beg forgiveness.  
“Man up” and accept 
the consequences! 

I grew up with the 
notion of tough love 
where responsibility 

was the modus vivendi.  
Freedoms were earned 
as chores were done, 
and we lived within our 
means.  Somehow too 
many American citizens 
believe they are entitled 
to the fruits of another’s 
labors, or our compassion 
will forgive poor choic-
es over and over again. 

In the Declaration of 
Independence Thomas 
Jefferson borrowed 
from the English phi-
losopher, John Locke, 
who held that freedom 
results when one’s life, 
liberty and property 
are secure.  These are 
now all under assault.  

The columnist Dennis 
Prager once said, “When 
the government gets 
bigger, the citizen gets 
smaller.”  And I might 
add that freedom dis-
sipates as well.  

June 11, 2012

Do you have a question for 
Dr. Ferguson? Please 

e-mail him at jferguson@
summithealthcare.com.

Consequences

Fitness expert and Covenant 
Health representative Missy 
Kane, in partnership with Legacy 
Parks Foundation and Knoxville 
Parks and Recreation, has kicked 
off the “Get Out on Local Trails 
with Missy Kane” walks.  

 The walks will take place in 
various city, county, and state 
parks. All walks in the “Get Out 
on Local Trails with Missy Kane” 
series are free and open to the 
public; however, Kane will be 
accepting donations to benefit 
the Friends of Legacy Parks. 

Through Kane (a melanoma 
survivor), Thompson Surviv-
al Center is also providing sun-
screen in case participants forget 
their own. Hikers should be sure 
to bring along water and snacks 
to keep up their energy. 

In addition to Missy Kane, 
officials with the City of Knox-
ville and Knox County Parks and 
Recreation departments will be 
joining the walks, depending on 

location. 
Schedules, locations, and con-

tact information for each hike 
may be viewed on the Outdoor 
Knoxville web site at http://www.
outdoorknoxville.com/calendar/
events

Program Schedule: 
June 13: New Harvest Park
June 20: Victor Ashe Park*(less 

difficult) or Frozen Head State 
Park (more difficult)

June 27: Concord Park Trails
July 11: Forks of the River with 

Will Skelton Greenway* begin-
ning at Ijams Nature Center

July 18: Fort Dickerson Green-
way & Trails* at the Augusta 
Road Entrance 

July 25: House Mountain Natu-
ral Area or Big Ridge State Park

*City of Knoxville trails & 
greenways 

For more information, please 
visit www.cityofknoxville.org/rec-
reation or call 865.541.4500 for 
more information.

Get out on local trails with 
Missy Kane and Legacy Parks

Tami Wyatt, associate pro-
fessor in the College of Nurs-
ing at the University of Tennes-
see, Knoxville, has been named 
an Academy of Nursing Educa-
tion Fellow, part of the Nation-
al League of Nursing (NLN)’s 
Academy of Nursing Educa-
tion. This is the university’s first 
nursing professor to be named 
a fellow.

Wyatt will be inducted Sept. 
21 in Anaheim, Calif. 

The NLN is a membership 
organization for nursing faculty 
and leaders in nursing educa-
tion. Academy of Nursing Edu-
cation Fellows are selected for 
their innovative teaching and/
or learning strategies; nurs-
ing education research; facul-
ty development activities; aca-
demic leadership; promotion 
of public policy that advances 
nursing education; and/or col-
laborative educational, practice 
or community partnerships.

Wyatt was one of 32 nursing 

educators selected this year. 
Wyatt helped invent an edu-

cational software program 
recently purchased by Lippin-
cott Williams & Wilkins that 
integrates electronic health 
records commonly used in hos-
pitals and medical offices into a 
simulated learning tool for stu-
dents. Called Lippincott’s Docu-
Care, the tool is being tested in 
200 nursing programs and will 
be on the market in August. 

Wyatt’s research lies in edu-
cation technology, childhood 
chronic illness, simulation and 
health information technology. 
Her teaching interests involve 
education technology, nursing 
education and simulation. 

“Dr. Wyatt exemplifies the cal-
iber of the UT College of Nurs-
ing faculty,” said Dean Victo-
ria Niederhauser. “Her innova-
tive approach to nursing edu-
cation creates an environment 
that supports student learning 
across undergraduates and 

graduate nursing programs. 
She is well-deserving of this 
national recognition.” 

Wyatt is chair of the Educa-
tion Technology and Simulation 
Committee and co-director of 
the Healthy Information Tech-
nology and Simulation Labo-
ratory. She is a 2012 Harvard 
Macy Health Education Profes-
sions Educator Scholar, a 2011 
Tennessee Nurses Association 
Nursing Teaching Excellence 
recipient and a 2008 recipient 
of Gamma Chi Chapter’s Excel-
lence in Research Award. Wyatt 
joined UT in 2003 after receiv-
ing her master’s and doctorate 
degrees from the University of 
Virginia.

This is the NLN’s sixth class 
of fellows. The program was 
established in 2007. For more 
information about the NLN 
Academy of Nursing Educa-
tion, visit http://www.nln.org/
recognitionprograms/acade-
my/index.htm. 

UT Nursing Professor Named Academy 
of Nursing Education Fellow
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It was a common scene on a sum-
mer’s evening--neighbors taking 

time from their 
farm work to 
gather and talk 
to each other. 
They found time 
to solve the 
world’s prob-
lems, when the 
problems were 
much simpler. 
The sight could 
be from any-

where across America’s farm lands. 
But, this one was in our own back 
yard. Then, I could not imagine a day 
when I would not see it. Now, I some-
times long for another glimpse of 
those days gone by. It is a way of life 
that seems to be disappearing.

The setting was a Saturday evening 
in a rural community. With the work-
week winding down, neighbors Tom 
Sharp and Gene Thompson gath-
ered near the Majors’ garden talk-
ing to my brother, Wayne, and our 
father, Ralph. Even though they were 
involved in some serious talking, the 
group paused just long enough for me 
to take a picture of everyday life.

Tom worked for several years in 
the Maintenance Departments at 

Hillcrest Nursing Home and the East 
Tennessee Chest Disease Hospital 
before taking a similar job at The Uni-
versity of Tennessee (UT) Hospital. 
He was also an area farmer for many 
years. Normally, Tom could be seen 
in the neighborhood on his green and 
yellow John Deere tractor which he 
owned and operated. But, this day 
found him on Gene Thompson’s red 
Farmall Cub tractor. The Cub was 
manufactured by International Har-
vesters and was used, instead of 
horses, to cultivate corn and tobac-
co crops. On the Farmall Cub, the 
operator could sit on one side which 
allowed full view of the ground under-
neath. The cultivators on the Cub are 
in under the tractor (as shown in the 
picture), whereas they are general-
ly behind it. Thompson worked for 
many years as a driver for the Knox-
ville Transit Corporation, known as 
K-Trans. My brother and I attended 
school with his son and daughter.

Sharp, Thompson, and our father 
have all passed away. But, one snap-
shot in time captured forever on film a 
brief moment of what makes America 
great and strong. Generations of men, 
many of them fathers, have passed 
down their values, morals, and work 
ethics; they have shared their love of 

God and country; they have provid-
ed for their families; and they have 
been neighbors to one another, help-
ing each other in times of need and 
forging friendships that could never 
be broken. What they give to us and 
leave for us should be celebrated in 
life with those who are still with us 
and honored in the memory of those 
who have passed on.

On a note of neighbors helping 
neighbors, the NEW SALEM BAP-
TIST CHURCH presents a “Storm 
Damage” Benefit Singing, June 23, 
2012, from noon until “the Lord 
says to go home.” Featured singers 
will be New Life Trio, New Echoes, 
Three on a Journey, and Brad Lee. 
Money raised will go toward remod-
eling of the church which sustained 
heavy damage during the storm of 
April 2011. Food will be served at the 
event. The church is located at 1317 
Smith School Road, Straw Plains, 
Tennessee. For specific information, 
contact Rob Caldwell at 865-225-
9011. Donations can be sent to: New 
Salem Baptist Church, P.O. Box 219, 
Straw Plains, TN 37871.

 I refuse to be discour-
aged, to be sad, or to cry, 
I refuse to be downheart-
ed, and here’s the reason 
why. 

I have a God who is 
mighty, who’s sovereign 
and supreme, I have a 
God who loves me, and I 
am on His team. 

He is all wise and pow-
erful, Jesus is His name. 
Though everything is 
changeable, my God 
remains the same. My 
God knows all that’s hap-
pening, beginning to the 
end.

 His presence is my 
comfort, He is my dear-
est friend. When sickness 
comes to weaken me, to 
bring my head down low, I 
call upon my mighty God, 
and into His arms I go.

When circumstances 
threaten to rob me from 

my peace, He draws me 
close unto His breast, 
where all my strivings 
cease.

 And when my heart 
melts within me and 
weakness takes con-
trol, He gathers me into 
His  arms, He soothes my 
heart and soul.

 The great “I Am” is 
with me, my life is in His 
hand, The “Son of the 
Lord” is my hope, it’s in 
His strength I stand.

 I refuse to be defeated, 
my eyes are on my God, 
He has promised to be 
with me, as through this 
life I trod.

 I’m looking past all my 
circumstances, to Heav-
en’s throne above. My 
prayers have reached the 
heart of God, I’m resting 
in His love. 

I give God thanks in 
everything, my eyes are on 
His face, The battle’s His, 
the victory is mine, He’ll 
help me win the race.

 Send comments to 
rosemerrie@att.net or 
call 865-748-4717.  Thank 
you.

I remember a time when one of my 
sons came to me with a heavy heart.  

Tears filled his 
eyes as he came 
to talk to me.  He 
had done some-
thing he knew was 
wrong and the sin 
in his life left him 
broken.  I gave my 
young son a hug 
and reminded him 
that his mother 
and I always loved 
him no matter 

what he had done or would do.  These 
words of assurance gave my son the 
courage to be open and honest with 
me, so I could pray with him and for 
him.  Expressing supportive love to 
our children is very important.  Here 
are a few tips I gleaned from Gary 
Smalley in his book “The Key to Your 
Child’s Heart.”

First, make an unconditional 
commitment to them for life.  This 
says, “You are important to me all 
the time, no matter what happens.”   
This means frequently telling your 

children that you love them.  It means 
supporting them through the various 
stages of their lives.  It means giving 
of both quantity and quality time.

A second way of showing love is 
to schedule special times with the 
family.  Make this time regular and 
do something both child and parent 
enjoy.  Some of the things our family 
enjoys are playing basketball, camp-
ing, and music.  Being with them 
communicates that they are loved.  
If our children see us neglect other 
things to spend time with them, this 
communicates how important they 
are to us.

Third, we need to communicate 
that we are available for our chil-
dren.  If your child asks if you have 
a minute and you say, “Not now, I’m 
busy,” they will observe what we are 
doing and compare their significance 
with that.  

Fourth, children need to be treated 
tenderly.  Harshness and angry out-
bursts communicate to children that 
they are worthless or of little value.  
When we are harsh with our children, 
we apologize.

Fifth, children need frequent eye 
contact with us.  This communicates 
our love and it also helps a parent 
evaluate if our child’s spirit is clos-
ing.  Their eyes communicate much: 
guilt, joy, truth.

Sixth, listen in an understanding 
way.  Listening is not natural so it 
takes some training.  When we don’t 
listen to others, it communicates 
that we are not interested in them.  
A good exercise for listening well is to 
repeat back to the person what you 
heard them say, so you make sure 
you heard them correctly.  Listen-
ing also involves more than just the 
ears.  Listen with your entire body.

The final way we express our love 
to our children is through meaningful 
touching.  Studies show that the skin 
is the largest organ of the body and 
it needs to be touched.  Touching is 
important and does not need to have 
sexual overtones. Healthy touching 
actually aids physical growth of the 
body as well as communicates to 
children that they are valuable.        

Highland Baptist Church
Highland Baptist Church 

6014 Babelay Rd. will host 
the Bluegrass Gospel band, 
Jerry Butler & the Blu-J’s, in 
concert at 6 p.m. on Sunday, 
June 24. A love offering will 
be taken. More info www.
hbcknox.org or call Byron 
680-8823

Gospel Singing
The Judy’s Barn Singers 

will be singing in the K-Mart 
parking lot in Halls on Friday, 

June 15, starting at 6:30pm. 
The public is invited for this 
night of Gospel Singing.

KFL Outreach 
Ministry Presents 

The Knoxville Fellowship 
Luncheon (KFL) will meet 
June 12, 2012 at the Golden 
Corral on Clinton Highway, at 
noon. Wheeler Haynes will 
give his testimony, telling 
how Jesus Christ has impact-
ed his life. Bio at http://kfl-
luncheon.com. 

Church Happenings

Faith

By Mark 
Brackney,
Minister of the 
Arlington Church 
of Christ

Expressing Loving Support

I refuse to be 
discouraged

We would like to encourage the body of Christ to pray for one 
another. Salvation: Teresa, John, David Jr, Ann, Tony, Luke, Rick, 
Matt, Tina, Nina, Lois, Everet, James, Amber, Tracie, Randy, Richard, 
Brandon, Roger, Lindsay, David, Travis, Charles & sons, Protection: 
C.J, Jose, K, Issy, Kris, Cade, Aidan, Elijah, Blake, David, Miguel, 
Weslin, Cooper, Matthew, Kyliegh, McGinnis fam, Allen fam, Brooks 
fam, U.S. Military Peace & Strength: Amanda B, Pat, Melinda, 
Brenda, Stephanie, James, Angel, Brenda, Bobby, Vanessa, Melissa, 
Angela, Gloria, Jay, Pat, Holly, Linda, Doyle, Doug S, Carol S, Marty 
S, Matthew, Angela & fam, Woods fam, Hester fam, Lasley fam,  Staley 
fam, Johnson fam, Branch fam, Closer Walk:  David H, David, Sr, Archie, 
Jessica S, Jeff, Charity, Haylee, Frankie, Lorie, Hanna, Patricia, Bobby, 
Lauren, Rodney, Taylor, Scott, Christian fam, Seymour fam, Blessings: 
Denise W, Tyson, Carolyn, Hunter, Isaiah, David Sr, Dan, Pat, Joy, 
Tim, Diane, Eric, Scott, Karen, Connie, Sara, Ricky, Brenda, Ronald, 
Fayola, Sandra, Tasha, Frances, Judy, Josh, Melissa, Buddy, Pacer, 
Tricia, Lucy, Benny, Blanch, Elizabeth, Ronald. Hettie,., Hepperly 
fam,  Richardson fam, Brooks fam, Dearing fam. Stair fam, Haynes 
fam, Healing: Marie H, C J, Jerry, Jordan, Shelly, Vera, Jackie, Bobby, 
Holden, Karen, Scott, Destiny, Michael, Ricky, Donna, Merle, John, 
Steven,  Mike, Stacy, Hal T, Kristen, Vickie, Brian, John, Reba, Patty, 
Judy, Elzora, Josiah, Adams fam, Deliverance: Teresa, Marc, Cynthia, 
Mark, Mike, Eddie, Travis, John W, Larry W, Sherry, Amanda, Bonnie 
K, Bradley. William K, Napier fam, Unspoken: Shantel, Cody, Tim, 
Julie, Lea, Jim, Josh, Debbie, Marsha, Shirley, Frances, Rick, Linda, 
Stacy, Guidance:  Joe, Laura A, Yanni, Joseph, Chris, April, Trey, 
Mary, John S, Dennis H, Howard, Tony, Tammy, Deonna, Dominique, 
Sandra, Barbara G, Frankie, Justin, Jewell, Lauren,  Taylor, Tee, Emily, 
Mike, Scott, Hutchison fam, Fernandez fam, Mike, Leah & kids, Patsy 
and fam, Kairo Torch Ministries, Stair fam, Taylor fam, God’s Church, 
Would you like to be added to the prayer list? Visit us on-line at: www.
PrayYeOneForAnother.org. Call 865-766-5051, Text (ONLY) 865-
951-8197, or e-mail, Vance@PrayYeOneForAnother.org, or Patricia@
PrayYeOneForAnother.org  

By Ralphine Major
ralphine3@yahoo.com

A Way of Life
Wayne Major with Tom’s dog, Astus; 
Ralph Major; Tom Sharp on tractor; 
and Gene Thompson. Taken by 
Ralphine Major
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Ftn. City Business 
& Prof. Assoc. 

The Fountain City 
Business and Professional 
Association meeting is 
Wednesday, June 13. 
Mayor Tim Burchett will 
speak on the Knox County 
Budget followed by an open 
Q&A Session. The meeting 
begins at noon and will 
take place at Central 
Baptist Church on North 
Broadway in Fountain City. 
RSVP appreciated (but not 
required) by emailing info@
fountaincitybusiness.com. 

Knoxville Modern Quilt 
Guild meeting 

Knoxville Modern Quilt 
Guild monthly meeting will 
be June 16, 10 a.m.- noon 
at 4 Market Square in the 
Cafe 4 Building. Please 
enter through Cafe 4 and 
take the elevator to the 3rd 
Floor. Meeting is held in the 
3rd floor conference room. 

Memoir Writers Meeting
Monthly meeting will be 

held Thursday, June 14 at 7 
p.m. at Panera Bread, 733 
Louisville Road, Alcoa (next 
to Cracker Barrel.

Multiple Sclerosis Self-
Help Meetings

Knoxville Multiple 
Sclerosis Sel f-Help 
Night Group will meet at 
Associated Therapeutics, 

Tuesday, June 12, 2012 at 
6:30 p.m., 2704 Mineral 
Springs Ave. For more info 
call Judy Moyers at 865-
922-2281.

Standard Knitting 
Mills reunion

“Family Members” of 
Standard Knitting Mills 
announce their Annual 

House to Home

Cont. on page 4

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Antiques & Collectibles

By Carl Sloan

Investment forecasting for 
antiques and collectibles

There are definite 
daily trends in buying 
and selling. The buying 
trends of today are 
probably going to only 
get better for you to sell 
in the future. Whether 
you collect as a hobby 
or as an investment, 
there are clues in 
today’s economy you 
can use to your advan-
tage. 

Glassware items have taken huge 
hits with the double whammy of econ-
omy and desirability so if you like 
depression glass, Fenton, pottery, 
cut glass, china, figurines and such 
you are in luck as you can purchase 
them for pennies on the dollar. My 
opinion is that these type of items will 
probably not come back economical-
ly and should not be confused as an 
investment but a great time to pick 
up deals for what makes you happy. 
Folks love to collect items from their 
past and this era is just not in the mar-
kets anymore. 

Furniture can be tricky for the seri-
ous investor but the country primi-
tives and handmade items are holding 

steady and now is a good time 
to purchase. The charms of 
the old step back cupboards, 
chests, chairs, quality fur-
niture like desks, cabinets, 
farm tables, pie safes, jelly 
cupboards, etc. will always be 
a safe bet in my view. 

Coins are really hot right 
now and it’s going to even get 
better for the top end of this 
genre. Get thee to a bookstore 

or go online and learn about this now 
as it won’t be the bullion but rather 
the dates and mint marks that will 
be to your advantage and yes you 
will thank me later yet it does require 
homework on your part. 

Antique and vintage advertising is 
a good bet but rank with reproduc-
tions being highly sought after so the 
good stuff today will be the great stuff 
tomorrow. You can look at the mid-
range here for a safe bet as supplies 
will always be diminishing. 

I like modern art as well as dec-
orative items of quality nowadays. 
While some can be cheap now and 
almost laughable, I see the 1970s 
and 80s generation wants original 
pieces over imported reproductions. 

Modern artists 
and designers 
should be considered v e r y 
carefully here as returns on today’s 
investments will occur years from 
now. This includes furniture, jewelry 
and historical items so look for sleek 
designs, cartoon, TV characters and 
toys of the period, musical artists and 
events such as the Bonaroo as well 
as important political, military items 
and memorabilia, advertising from 
the era as well as thinking outside 
of the box to determine trends past 
and present. 

Do these things to become the next 
generation of collectors and histori-
ans and carry on the insatiable desire 
to purchase and own a part of our 
past. 
Pictured above: 1920s advertising 
thermometer from Chicago cigar 
store frequented by Al Capone to 
be offered along with a large and 
important collection of advertising in 
many categories June 23rd at 12 noon 
.An exciting sale  broadcast live with 
audience and internet . Call Fountain 
City Auction 4109 Central Ave Pk . 
37912. Call for seating reservations 
604-3468

Celebrating Christenberry School’s Retirees. 
Staff and students wished three of their finest educators lots 
of hugs and best wishes as they complete their educational 
careers at Christenberry Elementary School. (L-R) Patricia 
Cox (Kindergarten teacher), Linda Jarnigan (3rd grade 
teacher) and Carolyn Lewis (Special education teaching 
assistant) received beautiful roses and lots of cheers at the 
school’s annual SWAT (Students With Academic Tenacity) 
honors celebration  on Tuesday, May 23.  

By Joe Rector

Father’s Day is coming 
quick. It’s a bittersweet time 
for me. On the one hand, it’s a 
time to miss my own dad. On 
the other hand, it’s a time to 
appreciate my mother.

My dad died when my 
brother Jim and I were 13. It’s 
tough to lose a dad anytime, 
but boys need a man around 
during those teen years. Lots 
of strange stuff is happen-
ing physically that doesn’t 
make sense. Emotionally, life 
is stormy as well. A boy would 
never think he could like a 
girl during the years before 
puberty, and when the change 
comes, it’s good to have some-
one who’s experienced the 
same thing with whom to talk. 

Moms are wonderful. How-
ever, they don’t always under-
stand the male perspective 
about relationships. Moms 
don’t appreciate raucous 
behavior and crude acts that 
teen boys exhibit. The ‘ol “pull 
my finger” line never fell from 
the lips of a woman. Few 
moms can teach a boy how to 
mow the yard or wash a car or 
change a tire. Teaching how to 
kick a football or pass or how 
not to “throw like a girl” are 
things from the man territory. 

Losing my dad so early 
put tremendous pressure on 
Mother. She filled in as best 
she could to be both parents. 
We learned the sports stuff 
just playing with other kids, and 
before Daddy died, we already 
knew about the finger pulling 
and stepping on a frog.

Mother was also “the enforc-
er.” That meant she dealt out 
punishments, spankings when 
we were young and ground-
ings when we were teens. I 
doubt that my dad, as rough 
as he could sound, would 
have ever cut me off from any 
social world for six months for 
making D’s in geometry. She 
later said her extreme disci-
plining came because she was 
scared to death of what “might 

happen.”
My dad only had a sixth 

grade education, and that 
fact made him want more for 
his sons. We were to do our 
best in all subjects. He also 
told us that we might not be 
able to make good grades in 
some things, but we knew 
how to behave and better not 
ever bring home a bad grade 
in conduct. (Remember the 
days when kids got conduct 
grades and how they suffered 
at home if those marks were 
low?)

Mother earned her college 
degree after Jim and I began 
school. She served as a role 
model by taking night classes 
and spending summers at UT, 
all the while teaching school on 
a conditional basis. 

I know that both my par-
ents would be proud that their 
sons each earned a Master’s 
degrees and that their daugh-
ters-in-law and all grandchil-
dren earned at least a BS 
degree. The stressing the 
importance of education in our 
home has paid huge dividends 
in our lives..

It took two individuals to 
serve as father in our home. 
Daddy died much too early at 
the age of 53. Mother filled in 
admirably in as many areas as 
possible. Without them both, 
my life might have taken a dif-
ferent, and not so fortunate, 
turn.

Now, I’m a dad and a grand-
father and have passed the 
age at which Daddy passed. 
During my father years, I was 
much too rough on my kids. I 
hope they have forgiven me. I 
also hope my efforts to teach 
them some things about life 
and sports and politics and reli-
gion are accepted. The good 
lord has blessed me so that 
I could be with my kids and 
watch them grow up into won-
derful adults. How proud I am 
of them, and how thankful I am 
to have had two people who 
served as a Dad to me can’t be 
adequately expressed. 

Fathers Day with a 
Mother to Boot
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auto tech

ceramic tile 
installation

CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION                                        
FLOORS, WALLS, REPAIRS                                           

33 YEARS EXPERIENCE                                  
JOHN 938-3328  

child care

cleaning

cleaning

HOUSE CLEANING AT A GOOd 
PRICE. CONTACT MIRANdA 

865-240-1360
.........................................

KIMBERCLEAN: YOU CAN HAVE 
A CLEAN HOUSE FOR LESS 

THAN YOU THINK!  719-4357                                                                                        
    

elderlY care
CARE IN YOUR HOME FOR THE 

ELdERLY OR ILL
566-3115        

    

events
FOUNTAIN CITY LIONS CLUB 
FOR RENT FOR YOUR PARTY 
OR GATHERING. CONTACT 

ALVIN FRYE AT FOUNTAIN CITY 
EXXON. 687-5191

excavating
BOBCAT/BACKHOE /SMALL 
dUMP TRUCK. SMALL JOB 

SPECIALIST CELL 660-9645 OR 
688-4803

floor repair

 

hvac

lawn care

R & J SERVICES. GUTTERS 
CLEANEd, PRESSURE 

WASHING, STUFF HAULEd OFF 
CALL RAY 789-5148

.........................................

COMPLETE LANdSCAPING. FOR 
ALL YOU LAWN CARE NEEdS, 
FREE ESTIMATES. 577-8415

maintenance

maintenance

 
metal works

painting

roofing

SHINGLE ROOFS, ROOF 
REPAIRS, METAL ROOFS 

CHIMNEY REPAIRS ALL WORK 
GUARANTEEd CALL 705-7069

self storage
STORE YOUR STUFF                                                                             

SELF STORAGE 39.99 /MO                                                                                                                   
4 LOCATIONS  24HR ACCESS                                                     

970-4639 TNstg.com

stump 
grinding

swim lessons

SWIM LESSONS: YOUTH & 
AdULT SWIM CLASSES. NEW 

CLASSES BEGIN EACH MONTH. 
CALL THE JUMP START 

PROGRAM AT ASSOCIATEd 
THERAPEUTICS FOR MORE 
INFORMATION. 687-4537

neighborhood 
sales

emploYment

for sale
FARM FRESH EGGS- 815 

TIPTON STATION Rd SOUTH 
KNOXVILLE 865-742-2852. 

ALSO AT JOHN SEVIER 
FARMERS MARKET, JOHN 

SEVIER HIGHWAY THURSdAYS 
3PM-6PM

.........................................

dELL COMPUTER  $100
CALL JAMES 237-6993 OR 

230-8788. dELL COMPUTERS 
COME WITH FLAT SCREEN 

MONITOR, KEYBOARd, 
MOUSE, WINdOWS XP & 

MICROSOFT WORd

real estate
for rent

COZY 1BR N.EAST- CENT.H&A 
$395MO. +dEP. LEASE,REF. 

NO PETS 865-247-8493

real estate
for rent

FOUNTAIN CITY N. KNOXVILLE 
1 &  2 BdRM APARTMENTS, 

FROM  $375.+  WWW.
KNOXAPARTMENTS.NET                                          

CALL TENANT’S CHOICESM

real estate
for sale

Renovated 2 Story 
Beauty In The Heart Of 

Fountain City
3 BR/2 BA, Hwd & Tile Flrs, 
Eat-In Kitchen, Cathedral 
Ceilings & Stone Flrs In Fam-
ily Room, Master BR & BA 
On Main Level, Screened 
Porch, 2 Car Carport, Stg/
Wkshp, Level Fenced Yard W/ 
New Landscaping, Move In 
Ready. 
Reduced To $189,900.  

Call Vick Dyer

(865)584-4000 office
(865)599-4001 cell

View all my listings at: 
www.vickdyer.com

real estate
for sale 

CONDO 3 bdrm 
2.5 bth, only 6 
yrs old, garage, 
low fees,  move-
in ready! $109,900 Call Pam Dunn

New Price 3 brm 3bth, Frml Liv & 
Dine, family rm plus rec room! All 
brick, minutes to UT, Dntn, airport, 
Martha Wash $227K Call Barbara 
Finchum

New on Market Urban Wilderness 
setting. On 2 private acres, 2 bdrm  
2bth,  large rm sizes, minutes to dntn.  
$114,900 Call Patrick Michael

Corryton/Gibbs on 2 Acres. 4 bdrm 
2.5 bth. HDWD flrs, Dramatic fireplc, 
Garage & master on main. Reduced 
to $184,900. Call Patrick Michael

577-7575
www.woodrealtors.com

Place your 
classified ad online 
at www.knoxfocus.

com or call 
686-9970!

SeRviCe diReCtoRy

GARAGES 
& ROOM 

ADDITIONSBONDED & LICENSED
FREE ESTIMATES!
577-6289

FOR ALL YOUR REMODELING NEEDS!

Cont. from page 3

ClaSSifiedS
Happy Birthday Richard and Chris! Lillian 

Red Bliss Potatoes
5 lbs red bliss potatoes
1 lb julienne-sliced onions
1/2lb julienne sliced green peppers
liquid margarine, granulated garlic, season salt

Wash and quarter potatoes, place in pot of 
water. Bring to boil, reduce heat to a slow boil 
and cook until tender. Drain and pour into a 
heavy, preheated skillet. Pour enough marga-
rine to prevent sticking. Add garlic and seasoned 
salt to taste. Top with green peppers and onions. 
Saute until peppers and onions are tender, turn-
ing occasionally. The longer the mixture simmers, 
the more the flavors blend. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Reunion is planned for 
Saturday, August 4, 2012 
from 11:00 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
at the O’Connor Senior 
Center. Any employee or 
surviving family members of 
employees are encouraged 
to attend.   Donations of 
finger food refreshments 
are welcome. For further 

information, call J.T. at 523-
5463

Upcoming Civil War Talk 
On Tuesday, June 12, 

2012, the Knoxville Civil 
War Roundtable will host 
Kent Cave as its speaker. 
Mr. Cave is former Chief 
Ranger of the Fort Pulaski 
National Monument. At 8:00 
p.m. Mr. Cave will speak 
on the topic: “The Siege of 
Fort Pulaski and the End 
of Masonry Fortifications.” 
The talk is OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC and will be at the 
Bearden Banquet Hall 
at 5806 Kingston Pike 
(next to Buddy’s BBQ 
and .2 mile east of the 
intersection of Kingston 
Pike and Northshore Dr.) 
To attend the talk only 

is $5.00. (Students with 
current IDs are admitted 
free.) Alternatively, you can 
come at 7:00 p.m. and 
enjoy a delicious buffet 
dinner which is $15.00 for 
members and $17.00 for 
non-members. To make 
dinner reservations, please 
call (865) 671-9001 by 
11:00 a.m. on Monday, 
June 11. We look forward 
to seeing you there!

West Knox Republican 
Club meeting

Knoxville Vice Mayor 
Joe Bailey will speak on 
the Romney Presidential 
Campaign Monday, June 
11 at the Red Lobster 
Restaurant at 8040 
Kingston Pike. Meal at 6 
p.m.; program at 7.
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