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Bill and Georgia 
Wright of Corryton

By Ralphine Major

On a beautiful day filled 
with blue skies and a 
gentle breeze, family and 
friends celebrated with this 
outstanding family of the 
Gibbs Community in Cor-
ryton. Everything was per-
fectly planned and carried 
out the “Wright” way! My 
family and I were on hand 
for this joyous occasion 
on Sunday, August 26, at 
Clapps Chapel United 
Methodist Church. The 
event was hosted by the 
Wrights’ sons and their 
wives. The daughters-in-
law, with help from Judy 
Spitzer and Becky Calfee, 
honored this wonderful 
couple in a clever way by 
using a farm theme. With 
farm decorations adorn-
ing the table, guests were 
treated to delicious pas-
tries topped with ber-
ries, fresh-baked cookies, 
mixed nuts, a tasty Ten-
nessee orange punch, and 
mouth-watering cupcakes 
created by Becky Calfee. 
The cupcakes, which were 

topped off with chocolate-
shaped farm animals, were 
eye-catchers.  In fact, they 
looked so professional, I 

thought it was a catered 
event. The Wrights were 
surrounded by family 
and friends, including the 

Spitzer and Thompson 
families on Georgia’s side. 
Though I did not need to 
attend a reception to write 

about this special couple 
whose marriage has 
spanned 70 years, I would 

By Sarah Baker
bakers@knoxfocus.com

We have known for quite a 
while here at The Knoxville Focus 
that our beloved Tasha Mahurin 
is something special. As a young 
mother of two toddlers, she bought 
The South Knox/Seymour Times, 
which she successfully ran for 
two years before selling it to The 
Focus. She is a sharp professional, 
an enthusiastic wife and mother, 
and she is now a book author. 
“South Knoxville” is co-authored 
by Tasha and her husband, Dr. 
Shannon Mahurin, a physicist at 
an Oak Ridge research facility. 
Shannon’s exceptional research 
skills and Tasha’s gifted writing 
style, along with their shared love 
of history, make for an impressive 
account of South Knoxville’s rich 
heritage. 

Tasha grew up in South Knox-
ville and her love and respect for 
the region are evident from her 
selection of more than 200 vin-
tage photographs contained in 
the book. There is currently a tre-
mendous push to revitalize the 
South Knox area and it is an effort 
dear to Tasha’s heart. “I thought 
that by combining my love of his-
tory with my passion for the South 
Knox community, I might in some 
way contribute to that effort,” she 
said. 

“From the closure of the Henley 
Street Bridge to the opening of 
the Urban Wilderness South 
Loop, and the inception of the 
Urban Wilderness Arts and Trade 
District, South Knoxville has the 
brightest future, and I’m grateful 
for the opportunity to document 
its past,” Mahurin explained.

“South Knoxville” tells the story 
of the region through amazing 
rare photographs that the Mahu-
rins collected from the communi-
ty. Each one tells a story by itself. 
Readers from all over Knoxville will 
enjoy these treasures discovered 
in the personal collections and 
private archives of South Knox-
ville. Highlights of “South Knox-
ville” include community, early 
history, industry, education, reli-
gious life, and recreation. Home 
to Ijams Nature Center, Fort Dick-
erson, Fort Higley, Fort Stanley, 
and the Gov. John Sevier Home, 
South Knoxville’s story is certainly 
one worth knowing. “South Knox-
ville has an interesting history that 
really hadn’t been documented, 
and, as we began to research 
the area, I developed a profound 
respect for its unique history 
and those who contributed to it,” 
explained Shannon Mahurin. 

Tasha’s book features a for-
ward written by Focus historical 

TUESDAY
September 4, 2012

INSIDE
B Business
C Sports
D Health &
   Home

FREE- Take One!

FOCUS 
Weekly Poll*

Would you 
support or oppose 

a two term limit 
for all local, 

state and federal 
elected offices?

SUPPORT 73.53%
OPPOSE 26.47%

Survey conducted 
August 30, 2012.

* Focus Weekly Polls are conducted 
by an independent, professional 

polling company.
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Commission 
allocates 
$50,000 for the 
Beck Cultural 
Exchange 
Center
By Tasha Mahurin
mahurint@knoxfocus.com

Knox County Commis-
sion voted last week to 
allocate $50,000 to the 
Beck Cultural Exchange 
Center in East Knoxville. 

The center originally 
missed the application 
deadline for county dol-
lars during the budget 
process and was not 
expected to receive 
any county funding. 

However, Knox County 
Commissioner Sam McK-
enzie made the request 
for additional fund-
ing after it was deter-
mined earlier this year 
that there was addition-
al money in the budget 
due to an increase in 
property tax revenue 
among other things. 

Citing valuable ser-
vices that the center 
provides, McKenzie 
told other commission-
ers especially for chil-
dren who need addition-
al after-school tutoring.

“They needed this fund-
ing to continue their work.  
Beck is such a great insti-
tution, and it really can 
be an economic driver for 
Knox County,” Commis-
sioner McKenzie stated. 

The vote passed 
unanimously among 
commissioners. 

“I think that Beck is 
very important to the 
East Knox communi-
ty,” Commissioner Tony 
Norman told The Focus. 
“It’s a unique center that 
offers a number of ser-
vices that are not avail-
able other places.”

The money is part of a 
defined service contract 

Celebrating 70 years

photo by Dan Andrews 

Present at the Wrights’ 70th Anniversary Celebration are:  (front row) Georgia and Bill, (back row) Dave and Pat, 
Charlie and Christina, and Richard and Jane Wright.

Love of  history, community 
shines in ‘South Knoxville’

“South Knoxville” will be available at area bookstores, independent 
and online retailers, or through Arcadia Publishing at www.
arcadiapublishing.com on Monday, September 10.

Continue on page 2 
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JOKE TIME!
 A minister’s son had just 

gotten his driving permit.
He asked his father if 

they could discuss the use 
of the car.

His father took him to 
his study and said to him, 
“Son, I’ll make a deal with 
you. You bring your grades 
up, study the Bible a little, 
and cut your hair.     Then 
we’ll talk about it.”

About a month later the 
boy came back and again 
asked his father if they 
could discuss use of the 
car. 

His father said, “Son, I’ve 
been real proud of you. You 
have brought your grades 
up, you’ve studied your 
Bible diligently, but you 
didn’t get your hair cut!”

The young man waited a 
moment and replied, “You 
know Dad, I’ve been think-
ing about that. You know, 
Samson had long hair, 
Moses had long hair, Noah 

had long hair, and even 
Jesus had long hair.....” 

To which his father 
replied, “Yes, and they 
walked every where they 
went!”

 
Two elderly ladies were 

discussing the upcoming 
dance at the country club. 
“We’re supposed to wear 
something that matches 
our husband’s hair,” said 
Mrs. Smith. 

“Oh, no,” said, Mrs. 
Jones, “I better not go!”

 Sherlock Holmes and Dr. 
Watson were going camp-
ing. They pitched their tent 
under the stars and went 
to sleep. Sometime in the 
middle of the night, Holmes 
woke Watson up and said, 
“Watson, look up at the 
stars, and tell me what you 
see.”

Watson replied, “I see 
millions and millions of 
stars.

Holmes said, “And 
what do you deduce from 
that?”

Watson replied, “Well, if 
there are millions of stars, 
and if even a few of those 
have planets, it’s quite likely 
there are some planets like 
earth out there. And if there 
are a few planets like earth 
out there, there might also 
be life.”

And Holmes said, 
“Watson, you idiot, it means 
that somebody stole our 
tent!”

 Send comments to: 
rosemerrie@att.net or call 
(865)748-4717.
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By Richie Beeler
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Would you support or 
oppose a two term limit 
for all local, state and 

federal elected offices?

FOCUS 
Weekly Poll

By Age Support Oppose Total
18-29   80.00% 20.00% 5
30-49   73.58% 26.42% 53
50-65   69.09% 30.91% 165
65+   76.28% 23.72% 253
Total   73.53% (350) 26.47% (126) 476

By Commission District 
1   60.71% 39.29% 28
2   79.31% 20.69% 58
3   70.45% 29.55% 44
4   72.60% 27.40% 73
5   72.73% 27.27% 55
6   76.79% 23.21% 56
7   79.63% 20.37% 54
8   70.00% 30.00% 60
9   72.92% 27.08% 48
Total   73.53% (350) 26.47% (126) 476
By Gender 
Unknown 81.25% 18.75% 16
Female  75.91% 24.09% 220
Male   70.83% 29.17% 240
Total   73.53% (350) 26.47% (126) 476

Survey conducted August 30, 2012

Support 73.53% (350)
Oppose 26.47% (126)

Carol A. Akerman, DPM
Podiatrist-Foot Specialist

Medicine and Surgery of the Foot

2725 Asbury Rd.
Suite 102

Knoxville, TN 37914

865-329-3338
865-329 FEET

“It’s time for the South to 
secede from the Union.”

That is neither a rebel yell 
from 1861, nor the battle 
cry of a gun-totin Tea Par-
tier from 2012. It is the 
thoughtful suggestion of a 
frustrated but refreshingly 
honest Northerner. 

Chuck Thompson, a self-
described Northern liber-
al, has written a book that 
lays out the framework for 
a friendly divorce between 
the American North and 
South. The book, “Better 
Off Without ‘Em: A North-
ern Manifesto for South-
ern Secession,” alleges 
that the two most politically 
recognizable regions of the 
United States - the North 
and the South - would do 
themselves a favor by part-
ing ways.

Thompson did not under-
take his endeavor lightly. 
He has spent a great deal 
of time in the South, talking 
with its people and gaining 
a better understanding of 
Southern culture. There are 
many things about that cul-
ture that Thompson likes, 
not the least of which is the 
food. But it is the marriage 
between Southern culture 
and Southern politics that 
gives him heartburn that 
just won’t go away.

The book builds the 
case that Southern politi-
cal views are profoundly 
shaped by religious beliefs 
- far more so than those 

of their counterparts in 
the North. Conservative 
Evangelical Southerners, 
according to Thompson, 
build their political ideol-
ogy upon the foundation 
of an unwavering belief in 
the literal truth and abso-
lute authority of the Bible. 
It isn’t that these Southern-
ers don’t want to be toler-
ant on issues like abortion 
and same-sex marriage. It’s 
that they can’t be. Their reli-
gious views are so tightly 
held that they supersede 
any thought of political 
pragmatism.

It is primarily based on 
this perceived reality that 
Thompson has formulated 
his belief that North and 
South should part ways. 
And lest you think he’s just 
being a Northern elitist, 
it isn’t just the North that 
Thompson alleges would 
benefit from such a sce-
nario. In a recent interview, 
he made a statement that 
perhaps sums up the whole 
issue:

“...a lot of people in the 
South are just as sick and 
tired of people like Barack 
Obama and Nancy Pelosi 
and Harry Reid having an 
impact on their country as I 
am sick of people like Newt 
Gingrich and Jeff Sessions, 
Eric Cantor and Haley Bar-
bour having an impact on 
my country.”

Like his politics or not, 
Thompson has a point. 
From some perspectives 
anyway, the more liberal 
North and the more conser-
vative South really do seem 
like two different countries. 
About all one need do to 
see that is look at the last 
few red state-blue state 
presidential election maps. 

But as the old saying goes, 
things are not always what 
they seem. A small but sig-
nificant tweak of the elec-
toral map reveals a truth 
about North, South, and 
America that might not be 
so obvious to the casual 
observer.

After the 2000 elec-
tion, USA TODAY published 
a map of the red and 
blue states, but the color 
scheme was based not on 
state voting totals, but on 
counties. The counties car-
ried by the Democratic can-
didate were colored blue, 
while the ones carried by 
the GOP were colored red. 
What resulted was a map 
that looked like someone 
had spilled ketchup all over 
it.

Nearly the entire country, 
except for pockets near the 
big population centers, was 
red. What the map revealed 
was really two things. For 
starters, it showed that 
America is a geographi-
cally conservative coun-
try. No one was shocked 
by that. The larger, more 
rural expanses of this coun-
try have always been more 
conservative in their poli-
tics. But the second reality 
was far more telling.

What the USA TODAY map 
revealed was precisely the 
same thing that Thompson 
had to admit in his book: 
there are conservatives all 
over America, not just in the 
South. Now it is true that 
there are also a fair number 
of liberals in the South. But 
the reality that even honest 
liberals have a hard time 
admitting is that geograph-
ically speaking, the North is 
almost as conservative as 
the South. If Philadelphia, 

Chicago, and New York City 
were to be removed from 
within their borders, Penn-
sylvania, Illinois and New 
York would be red states. 
In fact it really wouldn’t be 
close.    

The point I’m making? 
Only that despite Thomp-
son’s well-crafted idea, 
secession would not be 
as simple as extending the 
Mason-Dixon line, or dis-
placing a few discontented 
Northern conservatives. 
The fact that sticks in the 
craw of liberals is that Amer-
ica is still a right of center 
country ideologically. And 
while I agree that the pre-
vailing Northern views are 
often quite different than 
those of the South, I also 
happen to believe that ours 
are closer to those held by 
our nation’s founders.

The South tried seces-
sion in the 1860s and the 
North would have none of it. 
Now a sympathetic North-
erner is suggesting we try 
it again, and perhaps that 
his America would benefit 
from our departure, just as 
our Confederacy would as 
well. Only problem is, some 
of us like to think that the 
America founded in 1776 
is our country, too. We like 
to think it benefits from the 
tension between our South-
ern values and those of our 
brethren to the North. We’re 
frustrated at times just like 
they are, but we believe this 
marriage of convenience 
can still benefit us all in the 
long run.

So in the words of a true 
Confederate son: we ain’t 
going anywhere just yet.

A suggestion of  secession

with the county, which 
means Beck must pro-
vide specific services in 
exchange for the funding. 

“I do hope everyone will 
become more involved 
and aware of the Beck 
center going forward, it’s 
a tremendous asset to our 
area,” McKenzie added. 

The mission of Beck 
Cultural Exchange Center 
is to promote, preserve, 
exhibit, and acquisition 
artifacts and other evi-
dence of contributions 
relating to the history and 
culture of Americans of 
African descent in Eastern 
Tennessee and through-
out the United States. 

The Center is open 
from Tuesday through 
Saturday from 10:00 
a.m. until 6:00 p.m. 

Commission allocates 
$50,000 for the Beck 
Cultural Exchange Center
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By Sarah Baker
bakers@knoxfocus.
com

Faith and Fantasy
Cont. from page 1
not have missed it for the 
world! Bill and Georgia have 
already written their story 
day by day all through the 
years. 

This amazing couple met 
at Gibbs High School after 
Bill’s family moved to Cor-
ryton in his sophomore 
year. They had lived in town 
where he attended Fulton 
High School. When she was 
twelve, Georgia’s family 
moved to Corryton from 
the Loyston/Norris Dam 
area after the TVA buyout 
of property. After they were 
married, Bill worked for Ful-
ton’s about fifteen years. He 
left Fulton’s after discover-
ing that: (1) he made more 
money on the farm at the 
time than at Fulton’s; and 
(2) running a dairy farm him-
self and also running two 
milk tankers for Dairymen, 
Inc., hauling milk for the sur-
rounding farms in the area 
took more time than he had 
when “working full-time.” 
Many times, my brother, 
Wayne, and I saw the Dairy-
men milk tanker pull into 
our dairy barn to load and 
transport milk. 

With all the scenes from 
a farm setting, their home-
stead could appear in any 
magazine about country 
life. There is the house, 
barn, silos, pond, hay, ani-
mals, and, of course, family. 
The Wrights have always set 
aside time to spend with 
family. They are blessed 
with three sons and daugh-
ters-in-law. Dave is retired 
from South Central Bell. He 
is often in the media and 
is probably best known as 
a Knox County Commis-
sioner for the Eighth Dis-
trict. His wife, Pat, owns 

her own beauty shop; and 
they have been married 46 
years. Richard works for 
the post office. He and his 
wife, Jane, celebrate their 
40th anniversary this year. 
Jane retired from TVA as 
a computer analyst after 
thirty-one years but con-
tinues to do contract work 
three days a week. It was 
our dad’s delight to stand 
at the top of the driveway 
and yell to Richard when he 
went down the road on his 
mail run. Charlie and Chris-
tina are retired Lieutenant 
Colonels for the U.S. Army. I 
once rode to work in a van-
pool with Charlie, though 
the West Point graduate 
now works in Oak Ridge. 
Charlie told me that he and 
Christina only have 37 more 
anniversaries to go to catch 
up with his Mom and Dad!

The Wright’s family tree 
branches out with five grand-
children who are graduates 
of Emory University, Uni-
versity of Tennessee, East 
Tennessee State Universi-
ty, United States Air Force 
Academy; and the last one 
is a junior at Milligan Col-
lege. There are two great-
grandchildren: one in Ten-
nessee and one in Florida. 

The Wrights were some 
of our Dad’s dearest 
friends. Ralph could roll 
off the words “Bill Wright” 
as though they were one. I 
have seen Bill Wright baling 
hay in our field many, many 
times. Wayne reminded me 
that Bill Wright went with 
Dad and him to Sweetwa-
ter, Tennessee, to look for 
a tractor. Wayne recalls 
when they drove onto the 
parking lot, Bill spotted a 
Massey Ferguson 135 and 
said, “Majors, there’s your 

tractor.” They bought it. 
Ralph also bought a white 
‘84 Chevrolet pickup truck 
from Bill Wright. Though he 
had it painted a wine color, 
Dad drove it for years and 
still had it when he died. 

In addition to family, 
something else is very 
important to Bill and Geor-
gia. Just inside the entrance 
at Clapps Chapel were pic-
tures of Bill in uniform along 
with military memorabilia. 
A basket on the table held 
donations that were des-
ignated for HonorAir, the 
program started by Eddie 
Mannis to honor war veter-
ans by taking them on a trip 
to visit the war memorial in 
Washington D.C. Bill served 
in World War II and Georgia 
traveled with him whenever 
they moved from one mili-
tary base to another while 
he was in the service. 

Bill and Georgia Wright 
embody all that is good 
in America: working hard, 
helping neighbors, and put-
ting a strong emphasis on 
family ties and values. They 
are what makes families 
and communities strong 

and our nation great. Truly, 
they are awesome! Jane 
shared something so pre-
cious about her mother-in-
law and father-in-law, I hope 
it inspires all who read it: “At 
the end of the day, Bill and 
Georgia have ‘story hour’ as 
they call it. Because of her 
failing eyesight, he reads to 
her the noteworthy news of 
the day from the newspaper, 
The Knoxville Focus, Read-
er’s Digest, Foxfire book, 
etc. This time, the story will 
be ‘their own’---and what a 
life story to tell.

Publisher’s Note: I have 
been very blessed to know 
Georgia and Bill Wright for 
several years. There are no 
two finer people anywhere. 
They embody everything 
that is good with regard to 
Family and Community. In 
fact, they are an outstand-
ing example of what parents 
and grandparents should 
be. I am thankful that they 
are my friends. My prayer is 
that they enjoy many more 
celebrations together. Steve 
Hunley, Publisher.

Celebrating 70 years
C.S. Lewis once said, “I believe in Christianity as I 

believe that the sun has risen:  not only because I see 
it, but because by it I see every-
thing else.”  Lewis proved this true 
not only with his celebrated non-
fiction books on Christianity, but 
also through his much beloved 
fantasy novels, “The Chronicles 
of Narnia.”  I remember watch-
ing the 1979 animated version 
of “The Lion, the Witch, and the 
Wardrobe” as a little girl and abso-
lutely sobbing as the white witch’s 
cronies shave Aslan’s mane and 
humiliate him.  As I watched the 

witch tie the great lion to the stone table and kill him, 
I thought in my five year old brain, it’s like Jesus.  I 
really remember thinking that. 

It is a well known fact that the Narnia series is loaded 
with Christian allegory.  When the most recent films 
were released, they were highly marketed in Chris-
tian bookstores and Christian magazines.  A some-
what lesser known fact is that the father of fantasy 
fiction, J.R.R. Tolkien was also a Christian.  It was he 
who influenced his friend Lewis’s decision to become 
a Christian.  The Christian themes of Tolkien’s “The 
Lord of the Rings” series may not be as apparent to 
the reader as those found in Lewis’s “Narnia” series 
but I assure you, they are there.

In high school, yours truly dated a German exchange 
student who introduced me to “The Hobbit” and I have 
been a proud fantasy/science fiction geek ever since.   
I’ve owned a cat named Bilbo Baggins, another named 
Mrs. Baggins, and two dogs named Mulder and Scully.  
In all my thirty-seven years, I have never felt that my 
love of fantasy fiction and science fiction conflicted 
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By Marjie Richardson

September brings the addition of crafts to our market. 
These are hand made items displaying the artistic talents 
of our farmers and other people in this community. We 
will have a variety of crafts ranging from needlecraft such 
as counted cross stitch and baby quilts to woodworking 
such as bowls, tables, hand carved writing pens, turkey 

calls and dulcimers. A local watercolor artist will be bring-
ing stationery--write a note or frame for a small print. 
Dried flowers and wreaths along with pumpkins and other 
fall decorations will give you home decorating ideas.

Our September activities will include children’s crafts 
and a cooking demo using fall greens. See the complete 
fall schedule on our website seymourfarmersmarket.
org. The market is open 7 to 11 a.m. Saturday mornings 
in the lower parking lot of Seymour First Baptist Church 
on Chapman Highway just south of Hwy 411/441 inter-
section. Please contact Marjie Richardson 453-0130 or 
Lucy Henighan 573-3579 for guidelines for selling crafts 
or produce at the market this fall.

Seymour & South KnoxFocus MORE on

Jeff Sims and Congressman Dr. Phil Roe

columnist Ray Hill, who is 
also a native South Knox-
villian. 

“When Tasha asked me 
to write the forward, I was 
obviously quite flattered,” 
Hill said. “I think preserv-
ing our history for future 
generations is mighty 
important. Tasha’s book 
is beautifully done and I 
think anyone interested 
in Knoxville, South Knox-
ville and our past will want 
a copy.”

Nick Pavlis, Vice Mayor 
and South Knoxville’s rep-
resentative on the Knox-
ville City Council, praised 
Tasha for her efforts.

“I’m very proud of Tasha 
and her husband Shan-
non for working so hard to 
write a book of great signif-
icance to South Knoxville 
and our city,” Pavlis said. 
“Tasha and Shannon have 
put together some truly 
incredible pictures with a 
text that are interesting 
and fun. 

“South Knox vi l le 
deserves a book detail-
ing the history of our com-
munity and the Mahurins 

have completed a book 
that is worthy of its sub-
ject.”

“South Knoxville” will 
surely give a lot of people 
the same respect for his-
tory. It is well-organized, 
well-written, and captivat-
ing to the eye. Published 
by Arcadia Publishing, the 
official on-sale date is 
Monday, September 10. 
It will be available at area 
bookstores, independent 
retailers, and online retail-
ers, or through Arcadia 
Publishing at www.arca-
diapublishing.com. Pre-
orders are now available 
at amazon.com and barne-
sandnoble.com. 

Love of  history, 
community shines in 

‘South Knoxville’

with my Christian faith.  In fact, 
I have been able to glean more 
Christian lessons from those 
genres of literature than from any 
other.  I suspect this is because 
so many of those authors are 
influenced by Tolkien and Lewis.  
Any of you guys watch the sci-fi 
television series “Lost?”  It had 
Lewis’s “Narnia” all over it.

The most recent science fic-
tion series to impact our culture 
has been “The Hunger Games” 
series by Suzanne Collins.  Like 
“Twilight,” “The Hunger Games” 
is a series I took upon myself to 
read simply because so many 
of my students were reading it.  
They introduced these books to 
me.  After reading “The Hunger 
Games,” I insisted that my daugh-
ter read them.  The main charac-
ter, Katniss Everdeen, is the best 
female role model since Scout 
Finch.  She actually takes care of 
herself and saves others.  At the 
same time, she has relationships 
with males that are equally give 
and take.  She is not as needy as 
Twilight’s Bella Swann.    

My penchant for “Twilight” 
was a surprise.  When a student 
told me it was a teen vampire 
romance novel, I thought read-
ing it would be about as fun as 
a root canal.  Then I devoured 
the first three novels in about 36 
hours.  I told you I was a geek.  I 
know lots and lots of folks cannot 
believe that there could be Chris-
tian themes in a book about the 

undead, but I found “Twilight” 
provided many opportunities to 
discuss Christian issues with my 
daughter.  The protagonist vam-
pires in the book are committed 
to NOT feeding on humans.  They 
drink only animal blood.  They 
make a conscious decision to live 
against the desires of their own 
flesh in order to not hurt others.  
Rather, they choose to live a life 
of peace and love in accordance 
with their neighbors.  Hmmmm-
mm……..  Why would anyone pro-
test a message like that?

Perhaps the most oft attacked 
fantasy series is “Harry Potter.”  
My daughter loves “Harry Potter” 
and if you have read the series, 
you know that Tolkien’s influ-
ence on J.K. Rowling is oozing 
out everywhere.  When the last 
book came out, Rowling openly 
acknowledged her use of Chris-
tian allegory in her writing.  This 
is most apparent to the Chris-
tian reader when the orphan 
Harry discovers on his parents’ 
tombstone the words:  “The last 
enemy that shall be destroyed 
is death” (1 Cor. 15:26).  If you 
read the last book in the Harry 
Potter series, you know that, like 
Aslan, Harry Potter had to defeat 
death by dying.  Sound familiar?  
Matthew 16:25:  “For whoever 
wants to save their life will lose 
it, but whoever loses their life 
for me will find it.”  Still, I guess 
those who want to find a reason 
to be offended will also be able 
to find it.  

      

Continued from page 3

Faith and Fantasy
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By Tasha Mahurin
mahurint@knoxfocus.com

The 36th Annual Ten-
nessee Republican Party 
Statesmen’s Dinner 
was held earlier this 
summer at Gaylord Opry-
land Convention Center 
in Nashville. Headlin-
ing this year’s event was 
former Arkansas Gover-
nor Mike Huckabee. 

Among those present 
were Jeff T. Sims and wife 
Dr. Nancy Sims of Sevi-
erville who was recog-
nized as the Tennessee 
Statesman of the Year 
for the First Congressio-
nal District. He was nomi-
nated for this honor by 
First District U. S. Con-
gressman Dr. Phil Roe. 
In a letter written by Gov-
ernor Bill Haslam, Jeff 

is praised for his tire-
less efforts in support of 
Republican candidates 
and party ideals in Sevier 
County and throughout 
the state of Tennessee. 

“Jeff is a good friend 
and I know he worked 
hard for the honor of 
the 2012 Statesmen’s 
Award for the First Dis-
trict,” Congressman 
Roe told the Focus. 

Jeff has supported 
the likes of such cam-
paigns as Andrew Farmer 
for State Representa-
tive, State Senator Doug 
Overbey, Sevier County 
Sherriff Ron Seals, and 
U.S. Representative Phil 
Roe, among others. 

In addition to their pas-
sionate support for the 

Sevier County Republican 
Party, both Jeff Sims and 
wife Dr. Nancy Sims are 
active in the Sevier County 
community. Jeff owns and 
operates Sims Tractor and 
Implement in Sevierville, 
while wife Nancy, serves 
as the principal at New 

Center Elementary School. 
“He is a very deserv-

ing public servant, devot-
ed to conservative prin-
ciples, and I am proud 
the Tennessee Repub-
lican Party to have 
chosen him for this year’s 
award,” Roe added. 

Jeff Sims honored as Tennessee Statesman of the Year

Tasha Mahurin
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The City of Knoxville held a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony last 
Wednesday for the renovation and 
expansion of Lonsdale Recreation 
Center, located at 2700 Stonewall 
Street.

The $500,000 project expands 
the center by nearly 2,500 square 
feet, with most of the space going 
toward a multi-purpose room that 
will host activities such as exer-
cise classes, community meet-
ings, and special events.

Other upgrades include new 
ADA accessible restrooms, a new 
office, an updated computer lab, 
as well as upgraded windows and 

HVAC system.
“Community centers strengthen 

neighborhoods and bring people 
together,” said Mayor Madeline 
Rogero. “We are pleased to offer 
this updated and expanded facility 
to the people of Lonsdale.”

This is the second recreation 
center expansion opened by 
Mayor Rogero and City officials 
this month. Last week, the City 
held a similar ribbon-cutting for 
Larry Cox Senior Center.

Both projects have been part 
of the City’s plan to systematical-
ly update its recreation centers 
that were built in the 1950s and 

‘60s.
Knoxville’s Community 

Development Corporation contrib-
uted $150,000 toward the project, 
with the City covering the remain-
der of the renovation’s costs. The 
City contracted Thomas Caldwell, 
Architect, to design the Lonsdale 
Recreation Center renovation proj-
ect and K&F Construction to serve 
as the contractor.

Knoxville Parks and Recreation 
has maintained close communica-
tion with the Lonsdale neighbor-
hood throughout the project.

“Each community has its own 
needs for a recreation center; you 

can’t cookie-cut these facilities 
and expect them to thrive,” said 
Joe Walsh, Director of Knoxville 
Parks and Recreation. “That’s why 
we make it a priority to meet with 
local groups - so that we can per-
sonalize each facility to best serve 
its community.”

For more information on 
Lonsdale Recreation Center, 
please call 311 (215-4311) or 
visit http://www.cityofknoxville.
org/recreation/centers/lonsdale.
asp.

City Holds Ribbon Cutting 
for Lonsdale Rec Center

Photo by Dan Andrews.

Friends of Lonsdale Recreation Center and community leaders came together last Wednesday to celebrate the Center’s expansion and 
renovations.

By Stephen Young

Does the recent death of Andy 
Griffith and George (Goober) 
Lindsey and the passing of other 
“Mayberry” actors effect the town 
of Mt. Airy, North Carolina? 

Aside from a few posters and 
quickly-made gifts, the passing of 
Griffith apparently has little conse-
quence on Mt. Airy’s representa-
tion of Mayberry. If anything, the 
little town in the foothills of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains is booming and 
tourism may have actually picked 
up.

If you visited there several years 
ago there are some new things to 
lure your back. There’s a new Andy 
Griffith museum, a new statue of 
Andy and Opie on their way fish-
ing, a new Mt. Airy Museum, and 
an attempt to recreate the court-
house, jail, and other places from 
the show. You can even now take a 
riding tour of the town in a 1960s 
era sheriff’s car.

The Griffith Museum has exhib-
its, costumes, and relics of all of 
Andy’s television and movie roles, 
from “Onion Head” and “No Time 
for Sergeants” to “Matlock” and 
various other items from his per-
sonal and professional life. And, 
yes, there are exhibits of Don 
Knots, Jim Nabors, and many other 
series actors.

Everything in Mt. Airy is in easy 
walking distance. You can peruse 
dozens of Mayberry-themed gift 
shops, you can peek inside Floyd’s 
Barber Shop, and you can shop at 
Aunt Bea’s or Opie’s Candy Shop. 
You can have a meal at “Snappy 
Lunch” and drive just out of the little 
downtown area to see Griffith’s real 
childhood home on Worth Street. 

Nearby attractions include a trib-
ute to hometown girl Donna Fargo, 
a quarry claiming to be the world’s 
largest open face quarry, and three 
festivals during the year. 

“Mayberry Days” is scheduled 
for September 27-30 this year, 
with appearances by Betty Lynn 
(Thelma Lou), the Darling Boys, and 
several other actors who were regu-
lar or occasional characters in the 
show.

Mt. Pilot, the “Mt. Pilot” in the 
show, is just down Interstate 74 
and there’s a state park there. The 
Blue Ridge Highway is just to the 
west a few miles and there are 
vineyards dotting the landscape in 
the area. “Mayberry” is about 3 to 
4 hours from Knoxville and you can 
go up Interstate 81 through Virginia 
or on Interstate 40 to Statesville. 
Either way you’ll get on Interstate 
77 to Mt. Airy.

The community is a great exam-
ple of how a small town can take 

Will Mayberry 
Survive?

Knoxville Mayor Madeline Rogero and Police 
Chief David Rausch presented the Medal of 
Merit award to Knoxville Police Department 
Officers Andrew Keith and Steve Taylor last 
week. Officer Keith and Officer Taylor have 
been with the Knoxville Police Department 
since January 2007.

On March 13, 2012, at approximately 2:50 
a.m., Officer Keith was responding to assist 
another officer when he observed a fire on I-40 
west near the Walker Springs exit. Officer Keith 
stopped his vehicle and ran towards the flames. 
It was at that point he discovered the fire was 

coming from a Tennessee Highway Patrol (THP) 
car. 

Chief Rausch said, “Officer Keith immedi-
ately observed two AMR paramedics and a citi-
zen working to free the trapped trooper. Officer 
Keith radioed for the Knoxville Fire Department 
then ran to the driver’s door of the burning car 
to assist with rescue efforts.”

By now the flames had spread throughout 
the trooper’s car and were covering the trunk, 
the backseat, the passenger front seat and the 
siren box next to the driver’s seat. Heavy smoke 
was continuing to billow from the vehicle. The 

flames became so hot and the smoke so thick 
that it kept driving the rescuers back. Each time 
the rescuers would take a deep breath and 
then charge back to Sgt. Lowell Russell’s burn-
ing vehicle. 

Chief Rausch said, “Just as Sgt. Russell was 
freed from the wreckage, his driver’s seat ignit-
ed. At the same time, road flares began igniting 
and shooting off like rockets. Dozens of loose 
handgun and rifle ammo began cooking off and 
exploding all around them as the AMR paramed-
ics were performing CPR on Sgt. Russell.”

Officers Awarded Medal of Merit for 
Response to Critically Injured Trooper
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an event, historic or fiction-
al, and flourish by promot-
ing it. Many other towns 
have done the same includ-
ing Jonesborough, Tn., 
Helen, Ga., Juliette, Ga., and 
Jamestown, N.Y. In these 
little towns you could visit 
the oldest Volunteer town, 
an “Alpine” theme town, the 
“Fried Green Tomatoes” or 
Lucille Ball’s hometown. 

“Mayberry” will survive 
long after the passing of the 
rest of the cast members. It 
will live on in reruns and the 
memories of several genera-
tions of viewers who see it as 
their ideal home town, even 
if it is fictional. Well done, Mt. 
Airy, Andy would be proud. 

Will Mayberry Survive?

Photo by Corelette Townsend. 

A mock up of the Mayberry Sheriff ’s Office, complete with two jail cells, Andy’s desk, 
and much more inside the “Mayberry Courthouse.” Next door is Wally’s Service Station 
and other representations from the beloved television show. 

Officer Taylor arrived on 
the scene just as the explo-
sions began. He immediately 
realized the danger that Sgt. 
Russell and the rescuers 
were in as the fire continued 
to engulf the vehicle. 

Chief Rausch said, “Officer 
Taylor immediately jumped 
into the AMR ambulance and 
pulled it between the explod-
ing ammo from the burning 
car and the rescuers who 
were continuing to provide 
aid to Sgt. Russell.”

“This effort provided a 
shield for the paramedics 
and prevented further injury 
to Sgt. Russell,” said Chief 
Rausch.

Chief Rausch said, “By 
all accounts Officer Keith’s 
actions on the scene helped 
save Sgt. Russell’s life. His 
behavior was exempla-
ry. He acted in total disre-
gard for his safety to protect 
others involved in the face of 
danger.”

“Officer Taylor acted quick-
ly and decisively by getting the 
ambulance into a defensive 
position to shield the emer-
gency personnel,” said Chief 
Rausch.

“By placing the ambulance 
between the paramedics and 
the burning car it calmed the 
scene down and allowed the 
paramedics to focus on pro-
viding aid to Sgt. Russell,” 
Chief Rausch said.

Mayor Rogero said, “We 
are extremely proud of the 
courage, calmness, and out-
standing leadership that both 
of these officers displayed on 
that stressful night. Without 
the presence and decisions 
that these two officers made 
in the face of danger, the sit-
uation may not have ended 
without the loss of life.”

Officers 
Awarded Medal 

of Merit 

Mayor Rogero and Attorney Albert Harb congratulate Julius Hinizeh from 
South Sudan following the United States District Court’s Naturalization 
Ceremony on Wednesday, Aug. 29, 2012, at the City County Building.

Mayor Rogero speaks with Art & Culture Alliance artist Neranza 
Noel Blount following the new art installation on the 6th floor of the 
City County Building last week.

Photos by dan andrews.

On Monday, August 27, 2012, Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam and Tennessee Education Commissioner Kevin Huffman announced 169 schools 
as the 2011-12 Reward Schools. These schools performed in the top 5 percent of schools in the state for annual growth and the top 5 percent for 
academic achievement. Ten Knox County Schools received the Reward School status. Pictured above, Commissioner Dave Wright, Principal 
Jamie Snyder and School Board Member Mike McMillan celebrate Corryton Elementary’s REWARD achievement. 
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America’s entry 
in World War 
I I  b roug ht 

significant changes to 
society and to Washington, 
D. C.  The population of the 
nation’s Capitol quite nearly 
doubled over a period of 
months; rationing went 
into effect, affecting the 
availability of meat, butter, 
sugar, gasoline and tires for 
automobiles.  Even fashions 
were affected by the war 
effort as dresses became 
shorter; cuffs disappeared, 
as did vests for men, in order 
to save valuable materials 
like cotton and wool.  Many 
items that were part of daily 
life soon became very hard 
to get; for example, nylon 
stockings for women were 
considered a luxury and 
became hard to find.

The availability of housing 
in Washington, D. C. 
became scarce and rents 
skyrocketed due to the surge 
in the population of new 
workers staffing the various 
war agencies and Federal 
bureaucracy. Prior to the 
war, it was not unusual for 
Congress to be in session 
for five months of the year, 
leaving members with the 
ability to be at home for 
the other seven.  With the 
attack on Pearl Harbor by 
the Japanese Empire, life in 
America changed profoundly 
for everyone, including the 
members of Congress.

Congressional sessions 
were longer, the demands 
on Congressmen and 
senators far greater.  
Tennessee’s senior United 
States Senator, Kenneth D. 
McKellar, was seventy-three 
years old in 1942.  McKellar 
was one of the more senior 
members of the Senate 
and the Tennessean was 
acknowledged to be one of 
the most powerful members 
of Congress.

In November of 1942, 
the Senate was debating a 
civil rights bill to eliminate 
the poll tax and Southern 
senators started a filibuster 
to prevent the bill from 
passing, prolonging the 
session.  Most Southern 
states had instituted a poll 
tax, meaning to be able to 
vote in elections one had 
to pay the poll tax.  Most 
Southern states, to keep 
African-Americans from 
voting in elections, had 
introduced the poll tax, as 
well as requiring literacy 
tests as a requirement for 
voting.

The war was not going 
especially well for the 
Allied powers in 1942 and 
voters had been angry 
and frustrated, costing 
Democrats nine seats 
in the Senate.  Alben 
Barkley of Kentucky was 
the Majority Leader of the 
United States Senate and 
the Kentuckian was one 
of Kenneth McKellar’s 
warmest personal friends in 
the Senate.  As the filibuster 

went on for five very long 
days, Barkley became 
increasingly irritated and 
determined to bring the 
filibuster to an end.  During 
a Saturday session of the 
Senate, Barkley sought an 
order, which would allow the 
Senate’s Sergeant At Arms, 
Chesley W. Jurney, to compel 
the attendance of Southern 
senators who were absent 
from the Capitol to provide 
the necessary quorum to 
conduct business.

Jurney was an affable 
white-headed gentleman 
from Texas and had been 
the Senate’s Sergeant 
At Arms ever since the 
Democrats came back 
to power in 1933.  Jurney 
sent Deputy Sergeant At 
Arms Mark Trice to fetch 
recalcitrant members of 
the Senate.  Young Mark 
Trice, aware of the irascible 
Tennessean’s temper and 
power, tremulously asked 
Barkley, “Do you mean 
Senator McKellar, too?

“I mean everybody!” 
Barkley roared in reply.

Trice set out to return 
with the senior U. S. Senator 
from Tennessee, Kenneth D. 
McKellar.

McKellar lived in an 
apartment in the elegant 
Mayflower Hotel while 
in Washington and Trice 
dutifully arrived at the 
Mayflower and tried 
telephoning McKellar’s 
rooms.  Receiving no 
answer, Trice convinced a 
maid to knock on Senator 
McKellar’s door.  McKellar 
answered and Trice quickly 
explained that the senator 
was needed at the Capitol on 
urgent business.  McKellar 
agreed to return to the 
Senate with Trice and by the 
time the limousine reached 
the Capitol grounds, the 
Senator saw the lights and 
he realized exactly what was 
going on and his famous 
temper began to rise.  

McKellar shot out of the 
car and hurried down the 
corridor to find out who had 
summoned him.

The “arrest” of the old 
Tennessean was to have 
serious repercussions, both 
politically and personally.  

McKellar was so angry with 
his friend Alben Barkley, he 
refused to speak to him for 
nine months, something 
that profoundly depressed 
the Kentuckian, especially 
as they sat beside one 
another on the Senate 
floor.  McKellar did not 
forget Sergeant At Arms 
Chesley Jurney’s role in his 
arrest.  The Senate routinely 
elected its officers at the 
beginning of every Congress 
and Texas U. S. Senator 
Tom Connally got up before 
the Democratic caucus to 
nominate Jurney for another 
term as Sergeant At Arms.  
McKellar rose and placed 
in nomination Wall Doxey; 
Doxey had been elected to 
the Senate from Mississippi 
in a 1941 special election, 
but had lost his seat in 1942.  
Another senator, allied with 
McKellar, stated there were 
some financial improprieties 
in the operation of the 
Sergeant At Arms’s office 
and when Senate Democrats 
proposed an investigation 
of those charges, Jurney 
withdrew as a candidate 
and Wall Doxey was elected 
to replace him.  It was not 
only a demonstration of 
Kenneth McKellar’s power 
inside the Senate, but his 
shrewdness.

A lb en  B ark ley ’s 
depression at having 
McKellar seriously angry 
with him was even 
mentioned to President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt.  The 
President seemed not to 
care and took the genial 
Kentuckian for granted.  
When the need for more 
revenue due to the war 
led to Roosevelt pressing 
Barkley to pass a bill raising 
taxes by ten billion dollars, 
Barkley responded and 
worked diligently to do the 
best that he could, cobbling 
together a bill that could 
pass the Senate, although 
the new bill contained far 
less than the President 
had wanted.  Senator 
Barkley went to the White 
House twice to personally 
meet with Roosevelt and 
assured him the bill was 
likely the best he was going 
to get and begged him 
to accept it.  To Barkley’s 
dismay, FDR vetoed the bill 
the Kentuckian worked so 
hard to pass.

Alben Barkley was 
considered the most loyal 
of all Franklin Roosevelt’s 
loyalists in the United States 
Senate and for good reason.  
Barkley had barely won his 
initial election as Majority 
Leader in 1937, when he 
defeated Mississippian 
Pat Harrison by a single 
vote.  The tension in the 
Democratic caucus was so 
high and Barkley so nervous, 
he bit the stem of his pipe in 
two.  Barkley’s election as 
Majority Leader had come 
with the not so tacit support 
of President Roosevelt.  
For many members of 
the Senate, Barkley was 
less the leader of Senate 
Democrats than he was 
the personal spokesman of 
Franklin Roosevelt.  When 
FDR referred to the tax bill 
pushed by Alben Barkley 
through the Senate at 
his own request as being 
“not for the needy, but the 
greedy”, a furious Barkley 
took to the Senate floor to 
defend the bill, himself and 
the Senate.

The Senate chamber was 
packed as a furious Barkley 
began his speech.  Kenneth 
McKellar, still not speaking 
to the Majority Leader, sat 
at his desk beside Barkley, 
listening as he fingered 
the Phi Beta Kappa key 
attached to the watch chain 

of his vest.  Barkley frankly 
condemned Roosevelt 
for his “deliberate and 
unjustified statements.”  The 
Kentuckian told a hushed 
Senate the President’s veto 
message was nothing less 
than a full frontal assault 
on the integrity of the 
Congress.  

Barkley assailed Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt in his 
speech, daring to actually 
ridicule the President, 
an experience that was 
rare for Roosevelt and 
unprecedented for the 
normally faithful Kentuckian.  
Referring to the portion of 
the tax bill which placed a 
new tax on timber, Barkley 
thundered with deadly 
sarcasm, “The President 
cites his own experience 
as a timber man.  I do know 
that he sells Christmas 
trees at Christmas time.  
But to compare these little 
pine bushes with a sturdy 
oak, gum, poplar or spruce 
is like comparing a cricket to 
a stallion.”

Barkley’s speech was his 
own personal declaration of 
independence from Franklin 
Roosevelt.  Senator Barkley 
told his fellow lawmaker’s 
and the packed Senate 
galleries he was resigning as 
Majority Leader in protest.  
The next morning, the 

Democratic caucus met to 
consider Barkley’s dramatic 
resignation as Majority 
Leader.

Senator McKellar was 
so pleased by Barkley’s 
display, he cried, “I forgive 
him everything!”

Kenneth McKellar 
presided over the Senate 
Democratic caucus and 
Barkley’s resignation 
delighted the Tennessean, 
who immediately forgave his 
old friend for having had him 
arrested during the filibuster.  
Senate Democrats promptly 
and unanimously reelected 
Barkley as Majority Leader.

Barkley’s bitterness and 
resignation so surprised 
Franklin Roosevelt the 
President gasped that the 
Kentuckian must have 
lost his mind.  If Roosevelt 
failed to get the point after 
Barkley’s speech, he could 
not help but realize his 
own position was seriously 
weakened when the 
Senate joined the House in 
overriding Roosevelt’s veto 
of the tax bill.

Senator McKellar 
appeared in newsreels 
congratulating Barkley 
and happily pointed out 
to the gathered reporters 
the mountain of approving 
telegrams which had buried 
the Kentuckian’s massive 
desk.  

Although Alben Barkley 
had begun his famous 
speech noting he spoke 
without regard for the 
political consequences, 
there were indeed serious 
consequences; in fact, that 
speech may well have cost 
Barkley the presidency.  It 
appeared obvious to all, FDR 
would dump Vice President 
Henry Wallace from the 
ticket in his bid for a fourth 
term; the only person who 
seemed oblivious to that fact 
was Wallace himself.  Many 
believed Roosevelt would 
have chosen Barkley except 
for his irritation at Barkley’s 
speech denouncing him.  
Instead, Roosevelt accepted 
little known Missouri Senator 
Harry Truman as his running 
mate.

Senator McKellar, having 
installed his own Sergeant 
At Arms, and delighted by 
Barkley having asserted his 
independence from Franklin 
Roosevelt, resumed his 
cordial relations with his 
colleague from Kentucky.

A Feudin’ Son of Tennessee:

Kenneth McKellar

By Ray Hill
rayhill865@gmail.com
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Photo from the author’s personal collection.

Senator K. D. McKellar strikes a pose in 1941
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Buy 4 New Tires & Receive a Free Alignment Check!
New and Used Tires starting $10.00.

Bring in Coupon to receive discount. Expires 9-30-12.

Expires 09-07-12

By Sylvia Williams

The excitement in the 
air at the Fountain City Art 
Center is almost palpable! 
So much is going on!

In addition to currently 
hosting our biggest and 
most creative exhibit ever, 
“The Recycled Kingdom,” 
we are preparing for Art-a-
palooza, October 4-6, and 
we have added many new 
classes and workshops. If 
you have any interest in the 
Arts, then you will definitely 
find something to intrigue 
you here at the Center!

Art-a-palooza offers 
three days FULL OF ART: 
art activities, art demon-
strations, art for sale, food, 
music, and even a silent 
auction with remarkable 
jewelry, glassware, pottery, 
hand painted chairs and 
more! Saturday, October 
6, 10 -5 is the BIG DAY 
for the whole family with 
art activity tents just out-
side the Center! And if you 
are an artist, craftsman or 
craftswoman, you should 
contact us about renting 
booth space for display-
ing, demonstrating, and 

selling your work, espe-
cially for Saturday! We 
would love to have you join 
the fun! Contact informa-
tion: fcartcenter@knology.
net; 865.357.2787; www.
fountaincityartctr.com; 
Facebook; we’re  located 
at 213 Hotel Ave. in the 
old Fountain City Library 
building next to the PARK! 
Hours: Tu, Th 9-5; W, F 
10-5; 2nd, 3rd, and 4th 
Saturdays 9-1.

Just as exciting as Art-a-
palooza and our exhibits 
are our classes and work-
shops! We have added four 

new advanced pottery and 
sculpture classes by Amy 
Hand and Michael Robison, 
new metal and bead jew-
elry workshops, a photog-
raphy class, a new mixed 
media class, an advanced 
macramé jewelry class, 
workshops in oil pastels 
and soft pastels, and all 
the regular classes such 
as watercolors, oils, hand-
made books, and portrait 
drawing and painting. If we 
don’t have what you want, 
just let us know! We’re look-
ing forward to your visit!

Art-a-palooza, more offered at Art Center
Members of the 

Knoxville Songwriters 
Association will perform at 
the “Fountain City Music 
Festival” from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m., September 11, at the 
Fountain City Library, 5300 
Stanton Road.

“The songwriters group 
meets each Tuesday at our 
library. We’re pleased that 
some of the original songs 
they worked on here will 
be part of this annual con-
cert that’s free and open to 
the public,” said Elizabeth 
Nelson, manager of the 
Fountain City Library.

“Our members will play 
songs they have written 
and tunes by writers who 
influenced them,” said 

Edna Riddick, president of 
the Knoxville Songwriters 
Association. “We’ll have 
country, folk, blues, and 
gospel songs and a little 
unplugged rock ‘n’ roll.”

Because the perfor-
mance date falls on the 
11th anniversary of the 
September 11 terrorist 
attacks, Riddick said the 
concert will feature some 
traditional and original 
patriotic songs.

The songs include 
“Freedom Rolls,” a KSA 
member’s salute to 9-11 
rescue workers and East 
Tennesseans’ gift of the 
“Freedom Engine” to New 
York firefighters. 

Fountain City Music Festival 
set for September 11
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Central 
falls to Oak 
Ridge, 28-6

Continue on page 2

By Bill Mynatt,
Radio Voice of Powell Panther 
Football on AM 620 WRJZ
powellfootballradiovoice@yahoo.com

When Halls’ Shawn Hocker 
returned the game’s opening 
kickoff 32 yards in to Powell ter-
ritory, hope sprung eternal that 
the Red Devils could be in for a 
good night against the heavily 
favored Panthers.  Those hopes 
dimmed quickly, however, as the 
Panther defense stopped Halls 
cold, and then Powell’s offense 
took over and rolled to a 34-0 
halftime lead before eventu-
ally winning 55-12.  With the 
win, the Powell winning streak 
is now 5 games over its most 
traditional rival, and the Pan-
thers have won 9 of the last 
11 games played between 
the two teams separated by 
just 7 miles of Emory Road.  

Powell’s offense put nearly 
500 yards of offense on to 
the stat sheet, scoring on 
some big plays along the way.  
The one-two punch of run-
ning backs Montario Washing-
ton and Tyshawn Gardin did 
much of the damage.  Each 

had big nights running the foot-
ball, and each found the end 
zone 3 times against Halls. 

Powell got on the board first at 
the 8:54 mark of the first quar-
ter when the speedy Gardin, a 
5’7” 150 pound junior, broke a 
tackle at the line and cut back 
across the field, going 66 yards 
untouched in to the end zone.  
Austin Rogers’ kick gave the 
Panthers a 7-0 lead.  Powell 
needed just a minute and 
three seconds to go 88 yards 
in only 3 plays to get the lead. 

Powell added to the lead with 
1:54 left in the first, this time 
scoring on a 3 yard run by Wash-
ington, a versatile senior run-
ning back/defensive back.  That 
drive, covering 69 yards, took 
4:11 off of the clock, lasting 10 
plays.  Rogers added the point 
after, and Powell lead 14-0.

The Panthers scored 3 more 
times in the second quarter to 
build the big halftime lead.

The first came on a 1 play 
drive when Gardin sprint-
ed 45 yards to score.  After 
Rogers’ kick, Powell led 21-0.

On its next possession, set 
up by a blocked Halls punt 
by Jacob Story, the Panthers 
scored on a 52 yard, 6 play 
drive when Washington found 
the end zone for the second 
time, this time from 4 yards 
out.  The conversion attempt 
was botched however, and 
Powell’s lead was 27-0.  

After a defensive three and 
out, Powell forced a Halls punt 
and took over in good field posi-
tion at the Halls 46.  That led 
to an 8 play drive, culminated 
by a 4 yard Hagen Owenby to 
Drew Carter touchdown pass 
out of the power set.  Carter, 
lined up in a blocking back posi-
tion, snuck out of the back-
field uncovered, and Owenby’s 
pass was right on the money.  
Rogers added the point after, 
and Powell took the 34-0 lead 
with them to the locker room.

After a halftime show where 
both bands performed in semi-
darkness due to a breaker 
box issue that had to be fixed 
during the halftime break, Halls 
showed some pride in battling 

back to make the Panther 
offense look human after all.  

A combination of Halls 
defensive adjustments and 
a lack of third quarter execu-
tion by the Panther offense 
gave the Red Devils hope, 
holding Powell to negative 
10 yards for the quarter.  

After pinning Powell deep 
in its own territory and forcing 
a bad handle of a punt snap 
near the Panther end zone, 
Halls got on the board at the 
at the 4:33 mark of the third.  
It took them 2 plays to go two 
yards to score, as QB Elijah 
Soon found Blake Burleigh on 
a fade in the left corner of the 
end zone for the touchdown.  
The kick was no good, howev-
er, and Powell’s lead had been 
cut to 34-6.  That score held to 
the end of the third quarter.

In the final period, the Pan-
thers added three more touch-
downs, and Halls one.

Powell scored on the quar-
ter’s first play when Washington 
went 60 yards for his 3rd TD of 

Strong running game helps Powell extend its 
winning streak in the Battle of Emory Road

Photo by Eric Kennedy

Tyshawn Gardin (#6 in black) rushes for one of his 3 touchdowns on the night, as team mate Jamerial Parks (#21) leads the way.  Gardin tallied 
166 yards on just 5 carries in Powell’s 55-12 win over arch rival Halls Thursday at Powell’s Scarbro Stadium. 

By Ken Lay	

 Central High School 
football coach Joe Hassell 
had to feel confident at 
halftime Thursday night.

The Bobcats put up 
a stellar defensive first 
half and nearly kept the 
potent Oak Ridge offense 
off the scoreboard.

But the Wildcats (2-0 
overall, 1-0 in District 
3-AAA) finally scored 
with 1 minute, 7 sec-
onds remaining in the 
second quarter and 
from there Oak Ridge 
cruised to a 28-6 vic-
tory over the Bobcats at 
Dan Y. Boring Stadium.

“All we talked about with 
our kids was competing,” 
Hassell said after watch-
ing his team drop to 0-3 
overall and 0-1 in district 
play. “When you get kids 
to compete, as a coach, 
that’s all you can as for.”

Hassell, the Bobcats 
second-year head coach, 
asked his team and com-
pete it did. Central played 
Oak Ridge to a standstill 
until Wildcats quarter-
back Rian Hall connect-
ed with Blake Goins on 
a 64-yard scoring strike. 
Kicker Blake Beeler added 
the extra point to give 
the Wildcats the 7-0 lead 
it enjoyed at the half.

The late touchdown 
pass was only the begin-
ning of Hall’s domi-
nance. The Wildcats 
senior quarterback went 
12-for-14 through the 
air and threw for 180 
yards and three touch-
downs. Hall wasn’t slowed 
by the intermission.

Oak Ridge scored on 
their first three posses-
sions of the second half 
to open a 28-0 lead with 
7:14 left in the game.

Hall gave the Wild-
cats a 14-0 lead on the 
Wildcats first posses-
sion of the third stanza 
when he hit Rashad Gray 
from 24 yards out. The 
scoring play culminated 
a 9-play, 65-yard drive 
that consumed 4:23.

Central’s first two sec-
ond-half drives each 
netted a first down but 
stalled after that.
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Those who are a part of Karns’ 
Little League baseball program 
probably felt a little closer to 

South William-
sport, Pa., and 
this summer’s 
66th annual 
Little League 
World Series. 
That’s because 
Karns’ 12-year-
old All -Stars 

played the Goodlettsville, Tenn., 
team which went on to win the 
United States championship 
before falling to Japan in the 
finals of the World Series.

Karns squared off against 
Goodlettsville at the Tennessee 
state tournament in Murfrees-
boro on July 24. Goodlettsville 
defeated Karns 6-0 in a winners’ 
bracket game. Karns reportedly 
was in a defensive showdown for 
3 ½ innings with Goodlettsville 
before committing a couple of 
errors in the fourth inning when 

the boys from suburban Nash-
ville got their bats going.

Looking back and consider-
ing Goodlettsville’s amazing 
run, Karns, which has the only 
remaining Little League program 
in Knox County, should feel a 
little better about that loss.

Goodlettsville defeated Colum-
bia 4-2 in the state tourney finals 
and then won the Southeast 
Regional to become only the 
second Tennessee team ever 
to make it to the LLWS and first 
to reach the finals. Morristown 
advanced to the LLWS in 1987.

The talented Japan team 
from Tokyo stopped Goodletts-
ville 12-2 in the finals. The night 
before, the Tennessee team had 
pulled out a 24-16 win over Cali-
fornia to win the U.S. Division. In 
that contest, the West Region-
al champs rallied for 10 runs in 
the bottom of the sixth inning to 
erase a 15-5 deficit. Goodletts-
ville responded with nine runs 

in the top of the seventh to pull 
away again for good. The 40 runs 
combined were the most ever 
scored in a LLWS game.

As I watched the ABC tele-
cast of the finals, I was just as 
impressed with the sportsman-
ship and interaction between 
Goodlettsville and Japan play-
ers as I was with their play on 
the field.

“Tennessee was our best 
friends in the U.S. Division,” said 
Kotaro Kiyomiya, Japan’s giant 
Little Leaguer who stood out as 
a pitcher and slugger.

When Goodlettsville’s Brock 
Myers belted a home run off 
Kiyomiya late in the game to 
become the first LLWS player 
to ever hit a homer in five con-
secutive games, the Japanese 
pitcher came over to reach out 
and congratulate Myers after he 
had rounded the bases and was 
heading back to the dugout.

As Japan took the traditional 

victory lap, its players carried 
the flags of their country and the 
United States.

I couldn’t help but think how 
the world has changed. Japan 
attacked Pearl Harbor on the 
morning of Dec. 7, 1941, which 
led to the American entry into 
World War II. In 1945, the USA 
dropped Atomic bombs on Japa-
nese cities Hiroshima and Naga-
saki during the final stages of 
WWII. Japan soon announced its 
surrender to Allies.

Three generations later, boys 
from Japan and the United 
States are enjoying competing 
against each other in baseball. 
How about that?

I also felt good about the suc-
cess of the Uganda boys, who 
comprised the first team from 
Africa to make it to the LLWS. 
They qualified by winning the 
Middle East/Africa Regional, 
which was played in Poland. They 
posted a consolation win over 

Gresham, Ore., after losing their 
first two games in the double-
elimination format.

Philadelphia shortstop Jimmy 
Rollins hosted the team to a 
Mets-Phillies game and the 
Uganda boys danced with The 
Phillie Panatic. The Uganda 
team also was treated to a trip 
to Yankee Stadium and got to 
see New York play Toronto.

At South Williamsport, the 
Uganda boys were crowd favor-
ites. It was easy to tell they were 
having the time of their lives. You 
had to be happy for them.

As this classic event came 
to a close, it dawned on me 
the Little League World Series 
was not only providing baseball 
games that were fun to play and 
watch but also making our world 
a better place. Hopefully, grown-
ups were paying attention.

Continue on page 3

By Steve 
Williams

Weekly achievements for 
Tuesday, Club 55, August 19, 
2012
 
High Game Scratch-Male
235 Ralph Allmon
231 John Fisher
221 Hubert Gusby
 
High Series Scratch-Male
632 John Fisher
601 Hubert Gusby
575 Stanley Taylor
 
High Game Scratch-Female
189 Mary Skeen
183 Linda Worth
157 Mary Matlock

 
High Series Scratch-Female
470 Mary Skeen
441 Marsha Kavanaugh
440 Barbara Nelson
 
Wednesday Club 55:
High Game Scratch-Male
250 Jim Bryant
247 Bill Byrge
235 Ronnie Russell
 
High Series Scratch-Male
641 Ronnie Russell
639 Ralph Allmon
633 Jim Bryant
 
High Game Scratch-Female
204 Maude Wallace
200 Carolyn McGill
191 Loretta Clark
 
High Series Scratch-Female
539 Carolyn Mcgill

489 Maude Wallace
478 Loretta Clark

Thursday No-Tap:
High Game Scratch-Male
300 Curtis Tindell
296 John Fisher
266 Billy Majors
 
High Series Scratch-Male
759 David Myers
755 Billy Majors
737 Curtis Tindell
 
High Game Scratch-Female
 278 Joy tindell
252 Margaret Myers
229 Sherry Van Meter
 
High Series Scratch-Female
679 Joy Tindell
578 Lynn Porco
575 Margaret Myers

Cont. from page 1

Cont. from page 1

NOW OPEN!!!
Open 24/7 Free Wi-Fi!

Family fun for all ages! 
2630 N. Broadway

Knoxville, TN 37917

(865) 249-7473

Hall hit Gray for anoth-
er score in later in the 
frame. This one came 
from four yards out and 
made it 21-0 and capped 
another long drive.

The Wildcats’ 
fourth score was a 
7-yard run by Hall.

Central scored its 
touchdown in the final 
minute of the game 
when quarterback Xavier 
Johnson completed a 

12-yard scoring pass 
to Jeremiah Howard.

Hassell said that 
the late touchdown 
was important for the 
Bobcats, who travel 
to Anderson County 
Friday night for anoth-
er district showdown.

“That shows that our 
kids didn’t quit,” he said. 
“Any time you score 
points, it’s important 
because it shows that 
you’re still competing.

“Our kids came out and 
were fortunate enough 
to execute a game plan. 
We did well until they 
got that score and they 
came out and scored 
on their first three pos-
sessions of the second 
half and that’s how it 
always go. They have 
playmakers all over the 
field. But we competed 
despite the talent level.”

Central falls to Oak Ridge, 28-6

the night.  The kick failed, 
and Powell’s lead was 
40-6 at the 11:50 mark.  

Then less than 2 min-
utes later, Gardin scored 
his 3rd of the night as 
he powered in from the 
1 yard line.  Rogers’ 
kick pushed the lead to 
47-6 with 9:20 to go.  

Soon then found suc-
cess throwing the football 
once again.  After a nifty 
scramble to buy himself 
some time, the senior QB 
found Tyler Lawson wide 
open in the left flank, 
and Lawson took the ball 
in to the end zone on a 
play covering 58 yards, 
nearly half of Hall’s total 
offensive production 
on the night.  The point 
after was no good, how-
ever, and Powell’s lead 
had been cut to 47-12.  

The final score in the 
game came with 25 sec-
onds to go, as Powell 
backups working against 
Red Devil starters, com-
pleted a 9 play, 80 
yard drive when soph-
omore running back 
Brandon Barnes pow-
ered in from 2 yards 
away.  Rogers kick made 
the final score 55-12.  

“Derek Parks and 
Brandon Barnes work 
hard in practice, and we 
were just trying to get 
them some game reps”, 
Powell head coach Derek 
Rang explained to me.  
“There was certainly 
no intent to run up the 
score, and I hope they 
didn’t take it that way. 
We had our backups in 
the game at that point.” 

Gardin was quick to 

credit his offensive line 
for his monster night. 

“I have to give it up 
to my guys up front.  
They made the blocks.  
All I had to do was 
run behind them.”  

Senior linebacker Devin 
Scott, the most experi-
enced linebacker return-
ing from last year’s 14-1 
state runner up team, 
had a big defensive game 
for the Panthers with 9 
tackles, 2 for loss, and 
a sack.  Scott under-
stands and accepts 
his role as a defensive 
leader for the team.

“I just try to go out 
there and show the 
younger players how 
to make plays”, Scott 
told me after the game.  
“That’s my role, and I do 
my best to be a leader.”

Gardin totaled 166 
yards on just 5 car-
ries to lead the Panther 
offense, while Washing-
ton put up 142 yards on 
13 attempts.  The Pan-
thers totaled 387 rush-
ing yards on 39 attempts 
– nearly a 10 yard per 
carry average for the 
game.  Owenby was 12 of 
15 passing for 94 yards, 
giving Powell 481 yards 
of offense in the game.  

Halls managed 130 

yards of offense in the 
game, lead by Soon’s 8 
carries for 28 net rush-
ing yards, and his 5 of 18 
passing night, good for 70 
yards.  He was intercept-
ed once, by Washington.  

Other than Scott, Pow-
ell’s defense was paced 
by Shar’ron Moore’s 6 
tackles, while Jonathan 
Strozyk and Tyler Childers 
each registered 4.  

Halls drops to 0-2 on 
the season, and after the 
loss to Powell, are 0-1 
in District 3AAA play. 

Powell improves to 3-0 
on the season, and 1-0 
in district play.  They will 
travel to Oak Ridge next 
Friday night.  The Wild-
cats, a 28-6 winner at 
Central on Thursday, were 
tabbed as the pre-sea-
son district favorites by 
most prognosticators.  To 
call it an important dis-
trict game is definite-
ly an understatement.  

You can hear the radio 
broadcast of the Powell 
at Oak Ridge game on 
AM 620 WRJZ, with the 
pre-game show begin-
ning Friday night at 7:00 
p.m.  It is also avail-
able via online stream-
ing at www.powellpan-
thersfootball.com.  

Strong running game helps Powell extend its 
winning streak in the Battle of Emory Road

By Ken Lay	

Gibbs High school volleyball coach 
Chris Bray saw his team take a major 
developmental step Tuesday night’s 
25-13, 25-9, 25-19 over Central in Foun-
tain City.

“This was our first match of the year 
that was [best] three out of five and 
I think that we were able to keep our 
focus,” Bray said after watching his team 
improve to 5-3 with the victory. “That’s 
big because all of our district matches 
are three out of five.”

Not only did Gibbs nab a three-set 
match, the Lady Eagles dispatched Cen-
tral in 55 minutes.

The Lady Eagles had little trouble with 
the Lady Bobcats. The first set, however, 
was tight early as Central (0-2) opened a 
2-0 lead.  The teams battled and things 
were tied 3-3 when Lady Eagles junior 
Kelsey DeLapp scored the next four 
service points to help Gibbs open a 7-3 
lead.

Central would rally to knot the set at 
7 thanks to a side-out and three points 
from Kaitlyn Howell. 

“We battled early,” Lady Bobcats 
coach Heather Lovett said. “We need 
work and we’re young.”

Central would continue to battle and 
the set was knotted 9-9 before Gibbs 
took control and DeLapp would score 
six more points after a side-out and gave 
Gibbs a 16-9 lead before Lovett used a 
timeout.

Kendal Bailey scored three points 
including two service aces after the time 
out and Central pulled to within 16-12 
before the Lady Eagles won the set by 

scoring nine of the next 10 points.
In the second game, Central scored 

first before a side-out tied that set and 
gave the Lady Eagles possession. Gibbs 
senior Ashlyne Wallen scored four con-
secutive points.

From there, the visitors would cruise 
thanks to several huge service runs. 
Karri Byrd closed the set with five con-
secutive aces.

“Serving is one of our strengths,” Bray 
said. “We can serve and in any order, we 
can be successful.

“From top to bottom, we have good 
servers.

Central made the third game close 
but it was again the Lady Eagles’ service 
game that provided the decisive spark.

Bray also commended Wallen and 
DeLapp, who are both playing the criti-
cal position of setter for the first time 
this season.

“ Setter is a hard position and Ashlyne 
and Kelsey are playing there this year,” 
Bray said. “They’re working and trying 
extremely hard.

“They’ve gotten better in every 
match.”

DeLapp finished with five kills, 10 
assists and three aces while Wallen had 
eight assists, eight aces and five kills.  
Haley Payne was Gibbs High’s top hitter, 
finishing with seven kills. Jennifer Rich-
ardson had six aces and four kills.

Howell had five kills to lead Central, 
which has made some improvements, 
according to Lovett, its second-year 
coach

“We’ve gotten better since July but we 
still need a lot of work,” Lovett said.

A bat, a ball and boys are all it takes

Gibbs girls best Central
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By Alex Norman

From time to time we get the 
opportunity to catch up with 
former Knoxville sports radio vet-
eran, and now “Voice of the Ten-
nessee Titans,” Mike Keith. No 
better week to do so than this one, 
with the NFL season getting under-
way.  We thank Mike for taking a 
few moments out of his busy 
schedule to answer some ques-
tions about the Titans.

Alex Norman: Jake Locker has 
been named the Titans starting 
quarterback. What has the team 
seen over the past year and a half 
that proves to them that Locker is 
ready for the job?

Mike Keith: They have seen 
talent and potential. Physically, 
this is a very gifted athlete. Nearly 
6’3, 235 pounds, sub-4.6 speed, 
great arm and tremendous feet. 
Great competitor. Perfect disposi-
tion for the quarterback position 
in the NFL---calm, takes responsi-
bility and limited ego. Jake Locker 
is the total package, exactly what 
the Titans thought that he was 
when they drafted him. From what 
they saw in games in 2011 and in 
practices in 2012, the coaching 
and front office staffs felt that he 
was ready to play. And so the Jake 
Locker era begins. It is very excit-
ing here right now with the move 
to Jake!   

AN:  Running back Chris John-
son has played well at times this 
preseason. Is he getting closer 
to a return to 2009 form, when 
he gained 2006 yards on the 
ground?

MK: Chris has looked good and 
he’s gotten a ton of work. He did 
all of the off-season work, all of 
the work in training camp and he’s 
gotten right around 30 carries in 

the pre-season games. He’s ready 
to go. I believe that Chris will have a 
great year. Maybe not 2000 yards 
rushing, but still a great year.  

AN: The Titans were second to 
last in the league in rushing a year 
ago. Can they make the playoffs 
if that doesn’t get considerably 
better?

MK: The Titans will be better 
than 31st in the NFL in rushing. The 
offensive philosophy has changed 
from Jeff Fisher to Mike Munchak. 
Tennessee is now a “pass first” 
team, not a “run first” team. But 
the Titans still want to run it well. 
They have improved the scheme 
and the offensive line, and Chris 
Johnson looks like Chris Johnson 
again. The Titans won’t be first in 
the NFL in rushing because they 
will throw it more. But can they 
be Top 10 in that category? Abso-
lutely.     

AN: Nate Washington caught 74 
passes for 1023 yards and seven 
touchdowns in 2011, the best sta-
tistical season of his career. Is he 
one of the league’s most under-
rated receivers? 

MK: I believe so now. Before 
2011, Nate was unfortunately 
known more for his inconsistency. 
But to his credit, Nate took on the 
criticism and became a more con-
sistent person and player in the 
last off-season. He talked openly 
about being more focused on and 
off the field. And boy did he back 
that up! Great season in 2011 and 
looking like 2012 will be another 
one. I’m really proud of Nate. He 
is one of my favorite guys on our 
team and it’s fantastic to see him 
hitting his potential.  

AN:  Can rookie Kendall Wright 
make an immediate impact for 

the Titans this season?   And is 
it imperative to have other receiv-
ers step up, since Kenny Britt’s 
situation is up in the air at the 
moment…

MK: Kendall Wright will have an 
immediate impact. He’s going to 
have to! We have not had a rookie 
receiver this ready to play. A lot of it 
has to do with Art Briles’ offense at 
Baylor. It is a great attack where a 
wideout has to make a lot of reads. 
But a lot of it is Kendall’s competi-
tiveness. He is fierce, in a good 
way. Football is very important to 
Kendall Wright. He takes it seri-
ously and works hard at every-
thing that he does. I am really 
impressed.  

AN: No easy start to the season 
for the Titans. They open at home 
with defending AFC champion New 
England (on September 9th), then 
a road game at San Diego, then 
back home to face a young and 
talented Detroit team, and then 
on the road against defending AFC 
South champ Houston.   It is cru-
cial for the Titans to be ready to go 
from the outset... yes?

MK: We have to be. You’d love 
to start 3-1 or 4-0, but if we come 
through the first four games at 
2-2, we are in good position. The 
whole schedule is very difficult; not 
just the opponents, but how it lays 
out. The Steelers on a Thursday 
right after playing a late afternoon 
game at Minnesota. The latest 
bye in franchise history (Novem-
ber 18). In December, a physical 
game with the Jets on Monday 
night followed by a trip to Green 
Bay. Tough, tough, tough. Put it 
this way---if the Titans make the 
playoffs against this schedule, you 
will not want to play Tennessee in 
January! 

Q&A with Mike Keith 
‘The Voice of the Tennessee Titans’

Knoxville’s Emerald Youth Foundation and former University of Ten-
nessee football player Inquoris “Inky” Johnson will host a golf tourna-
ment at Egwani Farms Golf Course on Tuesday, Oct. 2, to benefit a 
sports program for inner city children.

Emerald Youth Sports, a year-round program of athletic leagues, 
teams and clinics for children living in the heart of Knoxville, will be 
beneficiary. Through Emerald Youth Sports, about 400 boys and girls 
play on coached teams including swimming, volleyball, basketball and 
wrestling. Baseball and soccer also are offered.

Regal Entertainment Group is presenting sponsor of the “Emerald 
Youth Golf Classic with Inky Johnson.” Registration and lunch are at 11 
a.m. with a shotgun start at 12:30 p.m. An awards ceremony, including 
dinner, will conclude the days’ activities. 

Sponsorships range from a $300 tee sponsor to a $5,000 All-Star 
Sponsor, with many support options in between. For information, please 
visit www.emeraldyouth.org, call Maggie Meyers at 865.637.3227 x. 
105 or email mmeyers@emeraldyouth.org.

Sports programs for city kids are a shared passion for Emerald Youth 
and Johnson, who worked as sports and health coordinator at Emerald 
Youth in 2011. Sports make up a key piece to the ministry of Emerald 
Youth, a faith-based organization that serves more than 1,200 children 
and youth in 14 inner city Knoxville neighborhoods. 

Johnson, who had an impoverished upbringing in Atlanta’s Kirkwood 
neighborhood, says he has a heart for city children. When he was a 
child, Johnson shared a two-bedroom, one bath house with 13 rela-
tives. He often tells audiences that his discovery of sports at a young 
age saved him from the dangers of the streets.

 Johnson said that involvement in sports not only kept him out of 
trouble, but that it offered positive influences. He said athletics teach 
children life lessons, offer them hope, and bring them the influence 
and encouragement of supportive adults. 

“I am very passionate about city kids. I was an inner city kid, and I 
know what being an inner city kid can bring – poverty, disadvantage, 
and violence,” Johnson said. “Sports are a great platform that God pro-
vides. They are a source of hope.”

In 2004, Johnson joined the UT football team after then-Head Coach 
Phillip Fulmer recruited him from Crim High School. A lightning-fast 
cornerback, Johnson suffered a near-fatal nerve injury during a 2006 
game his junior year. The injury paralyzed Johnson’s right arm and 
ended his football career.

Now Johnson is an inspirational speaker who travels the country, 
renowned for his dramatic testimony of hope about his experience. He 
lives in his hometown Atlanta, with his wife, Allison, daughter Jada, 2, 
and his son, Inquoris Jr., 1. He mentors inner city youth, and everywhere 
he goes, he tells people to encourage and look out for city kids.

“I would like to see a lot of people’s hearts touched. I want to see a 
transformation in the inner city,” Johnson said.

“Emerald Youth Foundation does a great work. It raises up indige-
nous leaders, and its sports programs are growing stronger and stron-
ger. Emerald Youth is saving lives. Any time you save one kid, you’re 
saving more than one, because you’re saving a whole generation.”

The tournament is also sponsored in part by WATE, The Sports 
Animal, Lamar and The Knoxville Focus.

Emerald Youth Golf Classic 
with Inky Johnson Oct. 2 to 

Benefit Inner City Sports
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PREP FOOTBALL
WEEK 0WEEK 0WEEK 0 WEEK 1WEEK 1WEEK 1 WEEK 2WEEK 2WEEK 2 WEEK 3WEEK 3WEEK 3 WEEK 4WEEK 4WEEK 4 WEEK 5WEEK 5WEEK 5 WEEK 6WEEK 6WEEK 6 WEEK 7WEEK 7WEEK 7 WEEK 8WEEK 8WEEK 8

HOME 
GAMES 

IN GOLD

CONF.
GAME

WEEK 9WEEK 9WEEK 9 WEEK WEEK WEEK WEEK WEEK WEEK 

vs. Alcoa
L 7-14

vs. 
St.Andrews, 
Sewanee
L 40-66

OPEN

vs. 
GA 

School for 
Deaf

vs. 
Zion 

Christian
W 53-0

vs. 
SC School 
for Deaf

vs. 
Knoxville 

Halls

vs. 
McClain 
Christian

vs.
DCA

vs.
Alabama 

School for 
Deaf

vs. 
Knoxville 
Catholic

vs.
LA 

School for 
Deaf

vs. 
Ezell-

Harding

vs. 
SC 

School for 
Deaf

vs.
Wesleyan 

School 
GA

vs. 
Miss. 

School for 
Deaf

OPEN

vs. 
Easley 
High 

School

WEBB
Class A, D2

TSD
Class A, D1

vs.
Franklin Rd 
Academy

vs.
Oak Level

vs.
Davidson 
Academy

OPEN

vs. 
Knoxville 

Carter 
W 49-21

vs. 
Anderson 

County 
W 27-13

vs. 
Rockwood

W 12-7

vs.
CAK OPEN

vs.
FRA

vs.
Greenback

vs.
Tellico 
Plains

vs.
Midway

GCA
Class A, D3

vs.
Harriman

vs.
South 

Pittsburg

vs.
Knoxville

Grace
L 21-49

vs.
Grainger
W 48-14

vs. 
Union
County
W 42-7

vs.
Seymour

vs. 
Austin-

East

vs. 
South 
Doyle

vs. 
Pigeon 
Forge

vs.
Gibbs

vs. 
Knoxville 

Fulton
CARTER

Class AA, D3

vs. 
Gatlinburg-
Pittman

OPEN

vs.
Karns
W 32-14

OPEN
vs.

Morristown
East

W 19-14

vs.
Heritage

vs.
Morristown

West

vs. 
Knoxville 

Carter 

vs.
Cherokee

vs.
Cocke
County

vs.
Seymour

SOUTH DOYLE
Class AAA, D2

vs.
Sevier
County

vs.
Jefferson
County

vs. 
Knoxville 
Catholic
L 0-35

vs. 
William 
Blount
L 20-30

vs.
Oak 

Ridge
L 6-28

vs. 
Anderson 

County 

vs.
Karns

vs.
Hardin 
Valley

vs.
Clinton

vs. 
Campbell

County 
OPEN

CENTRAL
Class AAA, D3

vs. 
Knoxville 

Powell

vs. 
Knoxville 

Halls

OPEN
vs. 

Sevier
County 
L 14-42

vs. 
Knoxville 

Powell
L 12-55

vs. 
Knoxville 

Webb

vs.
Oak 

Ridge

vs. 
Anderson 

County 

vs.
Karns

vs.
Hardin 
Valley

vs.
Clinton

HALLS
Class AAA, D3

vs. 
Campbell

County 

vs. 
Knoxville 

Central

vs. 
South 
Doyle
L 14-32

vs. 
Knox 

Central (KY)

L 7-14

vs.
Clinton
W 45-24

vs. 
Campbell

County 

vs. 
Knoxville 

Central

vs. 
Knoxville 

Powell

vs. 
Knoxville 

Halls

vs.
Oak 

Ridge

vs. 
Anderson 

County 
KARNS

Class AAA, D3

OPEN
vs.

Hardin 
Valley

vs. 
Dobyns-
Bennett
L 42-14

vs. 
Oak 

Ridge
L 24-28

vs. 
Knoxville 
Catholic

TBA

vs.
McMinn 
County

vs. 
Knoxville 

West
OPEN

vs.
Heritage

vs.
Bearden

vs.
Maryville

FARRAGUT
Class AAA, D4

vs. 
Lenoir
City

vs. 
William 
Blount

vs. 
Austin-

East
W 31-15

vs. 
Knoxville 

Fulton
W 27-26

vs.
Maryville

L 33-47

vs.
Morristown

East

vs.
Farragut OPEN

vs. 
William 
Blount

vs. 
Lenoir
City

vs. 
Knoxville 
Catholic

WEST
Class AAA, D4

vs.
Bearden

vs.
Heritage

vs.
Bearden

L 9-45

vs.
Heritage

W 46-14

OPEN
vs.

Clinton
vs. 

Campbell
County 

vs. 
Knoxville 

Central

vs. 
Knoxville 

Powell

vs. 
Knoxville 

Halls

vs.
Oak 

Ridge
HARDIN VALLEY

Class AAA, D3

vs. 
Anderson 

County 

vs.
Karns

focus

vs.
Morristown

West
W 33-0

vs. 
Knoxville 

West
L 26-27

vs. 
Austin-

East
TBA

OPEN
vs. 

Pigeon 
Forge

vs.
Rhea

County

vs.
Gibbs

vs. 
Gatlinburg-
Pittman

vs. 
Knoxville 

Carter
FULTON
Class AA, D3

vs.
Alcoa

vs. 
Union
County

MyVLT2 
RIVALRY 
THURSDAY 
GAME

vs.
Scott

County
W 41-14

vs.
Claiborne
County
W 45-14

vs.
Pigeon 
Forge
TBA

vs.
Grainger

vs. 
Gatlinburg-

Pittman 

vs.
CAK

vs. 
Knoxville 

Fulton

vs. 
Knoxville 

Carter
OPEN

GIBBS
Class AA, D3

vs. 
Union 
County

vs. 
Austin-

East

vs. 
Knoxville 

West
L 15-31

vs. 
Knoxville 

Powell
L 14-35

vs. 
Knoxville 

Fulton
TBA

vs.
Alcoa

vs.
Knoxville 

Carter

vs. 
Brainerd OPEN

vs. 
Union
County

vs. 
Gatlinburg-

Pittman 
AUSTIN-EAST

Class AA, D3

vs. 
Pigeon 
Forge

vs.
Gibbs

vs.
Rhea

County
W 14-6

vs. 
Austin-

East
W 35-14

vs. 
Knoxville 

Halls
W 55-12

vs.
Oak 

Ridge

vs. 
Anderson 

County 

vs.
Karns

vs.
Hardin
Valley

vs.
Clinton

vs. 
Campbell

County 
POWELL

Class AAA, D3

vs. 
Knoxville 

Central
OPEN

vs. 
Knoxville 

Central
W 35-0

vs.
Cleveland

W 41-26

vs.
Farragut

TBA

OPEN
vs. 

William 
Blount

vs. 
Knoxville 

Webb

vs. 
Lenoir
City

vs.
Maryville

vs. 
Knoxville 

West
CATHOLIC
Class AAA, D4

vs.
Heritage

vs.
Bearden

vs.
Hardin
Valley
W 45-9

vs.
Morristown

East
W 38-7

vs. 
William 
Blount
W 37-3

vs.
Rhea

County

vs. 
Lenoir
City

OPEN
vs.

Maryville
vs.

Farragut
vs.

Heritage
BEARDEN
Class AAA, D4

vs. 
Knoxville 

West

vs. 
Knoxville 
Catholic

vs. 
Anderson 

County
W 76-45

vs.
Darlington 

Rd Christian
W 42-23

vs.
Stone

Memorial
W 46-34

vs.
Knoxville

Grace

vs.
Loudon

vs.
Gibbs

vs.
Scott

County
OPEN

vs.
Kingston

CAK
Class AA, D4

vs.
LaVergne

vs.
Alcoa

vs.
Campbell
County
W 30-20

vs.
White

County
W 38-14

vs.
Cocke 
County
W 38-6

vs. 
Knoxville 

Carter

vs.
Jefferson
County

OPEN
vs.

Sevier
County

vs.
Morristown

East

vs. 
South 
DoyleSEYMOUR

Class AAA, D2

vs.
Cherokee

vs.
Morristown

West

Aug. 16-18 Aug. 23-25 Aug. 30-Sept. 1 Sept. 6-8 Sept. 13-15 Sept. 20-23 Sept. 27-29 Oct. 4-6 Oct. 11-13 Oct. 18-20 Oct. 25-27
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I’ve never paid much 
attention to Republican 
or Democratic nation-
al conventions.  I choose 
my candidate, not by what 
they say, but more on my 
intuition based upon many 
variables.  I look at a can-
didate’s voting record, 
their policies, and I make 
a judgment of their charac-
ter.  Before the 2008 elec-
tion I read both of Presi-
dent Obama’s books.  As 
a writer I can tell you that 
honest writing is as pal-
pable as a swollen knee.  
Dishonest writing or that 
done for an assignment 
reads like a fluffy greeting 
card.  Maybe we should 
ask all our candidates to 
write a manuscript of their 
lives and dreams which we 
could then verify and con-
template.  But oh, I forgot, 
vetting a candidate is the 

primary job of our media.  
Perhaps if Tom Brokaw 
had read Mr. Obama’s 
books he wouldn’t have 
said on the eve of the Pres-
ident’s inauguration that 
“We really don’t know any-
thing about him.” Actually, 
Barack Obama in “Dreams 
From My Father” is Presi-
dent Obama.  

I have occasionally 
watched a Presidential 
candidate’s acceptance 
speech, but serious mis-
takes can be made if you 
judge someone by the 
way they deliver a speech.  
Debates are helpful, but so 
often the candidates can’t 
really be honest for fear of 
making a mistake and gen-
erating a sound-bite.  And 
the moderator’s bias is 
often a problem because 
again we’re again deal-
ing with our media who 

has lost all semblances of 
duty and virtue.  So, in final 
analysis, our choice of the 
most important person in 
our country, and probably 
the world, is on a visceral, 
gut level. 

 I’ve come to trust my 
opinions of people; it’s 
my business to read body 
language, tone and inflec-
tion of voice, and some-
one’s facial expression.  
Sometimes this data is 
better and truer than a 
CAT scan.

I wanted to watch Ann 
Romney’s address at the 
Republican National Con-
vention because of the 
negative things that have 
been said about her and 
because she’s not a pol-
itician.  I expected Chris 
Christie, the passionate 
Governor of New Jersey, 
to speak out against the 
President and his admin-
istration.  I was surprised 
by the eloquence of the 
black congressman Artur 
Davis, who had seconded 
the nomination for presi-
dent of Barak H. Obama 
at the 2008 Democratic 
National Convention, but 
who has since changed to 
the Republican Party.  And 
I was impressed by the 
black woman, Mia Love, 
who’s running for Con-
gress in Utah.  It’s pitiful 
that NBC, MSNBC, CBS, 
and ABC didn’t cover this 

impressive young wom-
an’s speech.  How biased 
and, yes, racist is the New 
York Times to quip that she 
and Mr. Davis were just 
“brown people in front of 
the GOP.”

Mrs. Romney was 
impressive and reminds 
me of my wife, Becky.  Her 
message focused upon 
love, fidelity, and service.  
The media told us that the 
Romneys had it easy.  I 
don’t think raising a bunch 
of boys in an apartment 
and going to law school 
and business school at the 
same time sounds cushy.   
I’ve kept my grandson for 
an afternoon all by myself 
and can attest to the fact 
that entertaining one fussy 
baby with dirty diapers is 
tough.  I’d be insane raising 
five boys like Ann Romney.  
My mother had three boys 
and to this day swears that 
books would fly off a shelf 
when her sons boiled into 
a room.

Ann Romney knows 
her husband better than 
anyone else except The 
Master.  I was impressed 
by the way she carried 
herself in the crucible of 
the national media under 
tremendous pressure of 
expectation.  When I was 
young doctor I was terrified 
of public speaking.  I real-
ized that this was a deter-
rent to my career and so 

I worked at it until I over-
came my fears.  I would 
memorize entire lectures 
before giving them, and 
no, I’ve never used a tele-
prompter.  Apparently, nei-
ther had Ann Romney prior 
to her speech in which she 
told us about the man she 
loves and respects.  She 
described a man who 
will work harder than 
anyone to help us solve 
our problems.  And she 
told us about a man who 
is uncomfortable describ-
ing his generous heart and 
a lifetime of service to his 
family, friends, church, and 
business relationships.

I find it instructive that 
the media is silent regard-
ing Ann Romney’s speech 
which was published in 
the Washington Post.  The 
only exception was Juan 
Williams of Fox News who 
described her as a “corpo-
rate wife,” as if she were 
some mindless Barbie Doll 
or Stepford wife.  This was 
a bigoted observation and 
he was shunned by his 
colleagues and removed 
from the panel of discus-
sants for his odious biased 
quip.  Perhaps the rest of 
the media didn’t have the 
courage to attack this 
stunning woman, someone 
whom every man hopes he 
has standing beside him 
through life.

So what’s next?  More 

speeches, more prom-
ises, more TV messages 
await us.  And there will be 
three presidential and one 
vice presidential debates.  
Most of us are sick of it 
already, but we should be 
thankful we have a demo-
cratic process and a real 
choice.  This election is like 
none other, at least in the 
thirty-five years I’ve paid 
attention to the selection 
of our leader.  The contrast 
is stark and at this point 
I admit that I’ve become 
biased.  The jaded “hope 
and change/ debt and 
doubt” must give way to a 
new direction of “Rescue 
and Restoration.”  I now 
understand that we can’t 
have both America and 
President Obama’s vision.  
In November the people 
will choose.
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Do you have a question for 
Dr. Ferguson? Please 

e-mail him at jferguson@
summithealthcare.com.

Bias

Leaders at the UT Graduate 
School of Medicine recently rec-
ognized residents and fellows 
for exceptional research. During 
Research Day, held at the Grad-
uate School of Medicine on the 
campus of The University of Ten-
nessee Medical Center, five phy-
sician researchers earned recog-
nition for their work conducted 
during the academic year.

 “One of the core values for UT 
Medical Center and the UT Gradu-
ate School of Medicine is to pro-
mote basic science and clinical-
ly relevant research and to culti-
vate physicians to be education-
al scholars, lifelong learners and 
informed consumers of clinical 
research,” said Dr. James J. Neu-
tens, Dean of the UT Graduate 
School of Medicine. “

I would like to thank all of the 
residents and fellows who recent-
ly participated in Research Day 
as well as the faculty and staff 
who supported this effort. I was 
especially impressed this year 
not only with the quality of the 
research but also that several of 

these investigations involved col-
laboration among several special-
ties.”

Selected from 42 submissions, 
21 physicians from ten programs 
presented their research in a five-
minute oral presentation. Of those 
presenting, five residents were 
selected to receive awards.

The three winners in the Orig-
inal Research category include 
the following:

• First Place went to Dr. N. Lynn 
Ferguson, a pathology resident 
for “Prognostic Value of Breast 
Cancer Subtypes, Ki-67 Prolif-
eration Index, Age, and Patho-
logic Tumor Characteristics on 
Breast Cancer Survival in Cau-
casian Women.” This research 
basically determined that the 
triple negative breast carcinoma 
subtype, associated with worse 
overall prognosis in comparison 
to other subtypes in study popula-
tions consisting of ethnic minori-
ties and young women, might not 
carry the same prognostic value 
for Caucasian women.

• Second Place went to Dr. 

Chandler Long, a general surgery 
resident, for “Amelioration of skel-
etal muscle fiber injury following 
hind limb ischemia in a type II 
diabetic mouse model with PARP 
inhibitor PJ34.” This research 
determined that inhibition of an 
enzyme called PARP (Poly-ADP 
ribose polymerase) reduced the 
amount of musculoskeletal injury 
seen following and acute ischemic 
event. This will hopefully translate 
into improved treatment modali-
ties for patients that have signifi-
cant peripheral vascular disease 
resulting in the loss of blood flow 
to their extremities. 

• Third Place was awarded to 
Dr. W. Jeremy Mahlow, a cardio-
vascular disease fellow, for “A Peri-
Operative Device Management 
Algorithm for Cardiac Implantable 
Electronic Devices: the PACED-
OP Protocol” which examined the 
safety and effectiveness of using 
a unique protocol developed and 
implemented by physicians at UT 
Medical for the management of 
patients with pacemakers and 
other implanted devices who are 

undergoing needed surgery. His 
findings support that this protocol 
allows patients to undergo sur-
gery in a safer and more conve-
nient manner.

The two winners in the Case 
Reports category are as follows:

• First Place was awarded to Dr. 
Ted Chang, a radiology resident 
for “PET/CT in the Management 
of Y90 Selective Internal Radia-
tion Therapy (SIRT)” which deter-
mined standard PET/CT imaging 
can quantify the radiation dose 
delivered to patients undergo-
ing internal radiation therapy so 
that subsequent therapy can be 
modified accordingly, which, in 
the described case, resulted in 
complete tumor response. 

• Second Place went to Dr. 
Andrea Cox, a resident in Gen-
eral Dentistry, for “Epidermoly-
sis Bullosa Patients and Dentist-
ry: A Case Study” concerning a 
13-year-old female who present-
ed to the clinic with dental caries, 
non-restorable teeth and gingi-
vitis, and the measures taken 
to comfortably perform dental 

procedures on the patient, the 
unconventional oral hygiene 
methods used to clean her teeth, 
and the procedures used to 
restore her dentition, along with 
the long-term dental goals of this 
patient.

The Graduate School of Medi-
cine has residency training pro-
grams in the specialties of Anes-
thesiology, Oral & Maxillofacial 
Surgery, Family Medicine, Pathol-
ogy, Internal Medicine, Radiology, 
General Dentistry, General Sur-
gery, Transitional Year, Obstet-
rics/Gynecology, and Urology. 
Fellowship Training Programs are 
offered in the following subspe-
cialties:

• Family Medicine- Emergency 
Medicine and Sports Medicine

• Internal Medicine-Cardiology 
and Pulmonology 

• Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery
• Cytopathology 
• Surgical Pathology
• Surgical Critical Care
• Vascular Surgery.
For more information, visit 

www.utmedicalcenter.org.

Residents, fellows recognized for outstanding research at the UT Graduate school of Medicine
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From the book of Phi-
lippians we know Paul 

rejoiced 
and 
found 
content-
ment in 
difficult 
times.  
How do 
I keep 
my joy?  
How do 
I look at 
pain in 
my life 

and in the life of others 
and still find peace and 
contentment?  How do I 
not feel bitter toward the 
way a spouse has treated 
me?  How do I not have 
feelings of jealously when 
the boss keeps looking 
over me and promoting 
others who are less quali-
fied?  How do I not get 
angry when I am the one 
who got lung cancer and 
never smoked a day of 
my life?  How can I find 

contentment and joy in 
all of these and more?  
Please Paul, share with 
me, with us the secret.

The secret to content-
ment and joyful living 
appears to be like the 
secret recipe of the Col-
onel’s Fried Chicken  – 
only a privilege few know 
the secret.  It must be a 
secret because so few 
are truly contented and 
joyful.  And why should 
we be?  Everyone around 
us tells us that what we 
have isn’t good enough.  
Once our cars are paid 
for, they are old and out-
dated.  Once our homes 
are finally fixed up and 
the landscaping is look-
ing good, we decide we 
must sell and buy some-
thing bigger, wheth-
er we really need the 
extra space or not.  The 
clothes we wear are last 
year fads, so the maga-
zines tell us, so we must 
buy new ones to fit in.

The new fitness pro-
gram, machine, or diet 
is better than the old 
one so we sell the Nor-
dicTrack for pennies of 
what we paid for it, so we 
can free up the space for 
Bum Buster or the Abs 
Flex.  But all we have to 
show for it is a big bottom 
and flabby gut.  But we 
find other options to our 
discontentment with 
our bodies.  We can get 
a tummy tuck or a lipo 
suck.  We can increase 
or decrease the size of 
most body parts in an 
attempt to turn back the 
process of aging.  So in 
order to find content-
ment we spend and buy 
things to make us happy.  
I got a VISA application 
that said, “You deserve 
a vacation and nothing 
should prevent you from 
going.  Let us help you 
get there.”  That sounds 
great.  They will pay for 
it and then charge me 

28% interest for giving 
me what I deserve.

So due to our lack of 
contentment with what 
we have, we go out and 
buy, buy, buy.  As of May 
2011, we had 793.1 bil-
lion dollars in credit card 
debt alone as a nation.  
That is an average of 
$15,799 per household.  
In May of 2011, the Fed-
eral Reserve told us all 
consumer debt was 2.43 
trillion – that includes 
home mortgages.  26% of 
Americans are not paying 
their bills on time.  TN 
carries the third highest 
credit card debt in Ameri-
ca (Alaska is number one 
and Nevada number two).  
And all the spending 
has made us more con-
tented as a nation right- 
wrong!!  We might have 
a temporary content-
ment but then it is gone.

Paul didn’t have to buy 
something bigger and 
better to be content. He 
didn’t have to be pam-
pered, wined, and dined.  
His contentment and joy 
was found “in Jesus” (Phi-
lippians 4:19).  Jesus sup-
plied all his needs.  There 
is a difference between 
needs and wants and 
when we figure that out 
we have gained tremen-
dous understanding.

Church 
HappeningsFaith

By Mark 
Brackney,
Minister of the 
Arlington Church 
of Christ

The Secret to Contentment 
and Joyful Living

Dante Church of God 
Dante Church of God 

will be distributing Boxes 
Of Blessings (food) on Sat-
urday, September 8, 2012 
from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 
a.m. or until boxes are 
gone.

Anyone who would like 
to come and receive a box 
of blessings is invited. You 
must be present to receive 
a box of food. One box 
per household. For more 
information call 865-689-
4829.

First Lutheran Church
First Lutheran Church’s 

55 Alive senior members 
resume monthly meetings, 
following their summer 
hiatus, on Thursday, Sep-
tember 13 at noon. Guest 
speaker will be Sam Ven-
able, the popular colum-
nist for the Knoxville News 
Sentinel. Venable is the 
winner of more than three 
dozen national and region-
al awards. A hot lunch 
will be served, $6.50 per 
person. Everyone is invit-
ed. The church is locat-
ed at 1207 N Broadway. 
For more information and 
to RSVP, call the church, 
before noon, 524-0366.

Glenwood Baptist Church
Glenwood Baptist 

Church of Powell, 7212 
Central Ave. Pike, is 
opening the John 5 Food 
Pantry Friday, September 
14, 9:30-11:15 am. To 
make an appointment, 
call 938-2611 or leave a 
message. We will return 
your call.

Gospel Singing
Gospel Singing at Judy’s 

Barn every Saturday at 7 
p.m. Grissom Road behind 
Big Ridge Elementary School 

in Union County. Call Jim 
Wyrick at 254-0820.

Knoxville Fellowship 
Luncheon

The Knoxville Fellowship 
Luncheon (KFL) will meet 
at noon on September 4, 
2012 at the Golden Corral 
on Clinton Highway. Norma 
Henry will be the guest 
speaker. 

View Norma’s complete 
bio at http://kfl-luncheon.
com or see our ad on A3.

Mount Harmony 
Baptist Church

We will be having History 
of the Church and Old-
timers Day on Sunday, 
September 9 starting at 
10:00 a.m. Dan West is 
the speaker and will be 
talking about the History 
of the church and of the 
community. Everyone is 
welcome to come. The 
Church is located at 819 
Raccoon Valley Rd NE, 
Heiskell, TN 37754 (1 mile 
west of I -75 at exit 117). 

The River of Knoxville
Women’s Conference 

2012 at The River of 
Knoxville, 3702 Knox 
Lane, Knoxville, TN 37917  
September 14 at 7:30 
p.m. and September 15 
at 10:30 a.m. Dr. Brenda 
J Robinson, author  of 
“A New Desire,” will be 
speaking on “I Have A New 
Desire!” No Registration 
fee! 865-684-6055 for 
more information.

Have a special event 
coming up? Share it with 
your community! E-mail your 
church announcement to 
staff@knoxfocus.com today! 
Listings are considered as 
space is available, on a first 
come first served basis.  
Camps, festivals and 
sales are considered 
advertisements; contact 
staff@knoxfocus.com for 
information on how to list 
these.
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ETTAC Holds Fundraiser 
For Disabled

The East Tennessee 
Technology Access Center is 
coordinating a holiday event 
called “Let Your Light Shine,” a 
fundraiser raising awareness 
for people with disabilities, 
to be kicked off in early 
October. With support from 
the City of Knoxville Special 
Events office, the fundraiser 
will occur Friday November 
23rd during the city’s Holiday 
Celebration of Lights and 
Tree Lighting on Market 
Square. Because ETTAC is 
entering its 25th anniversary 
celebration year in 2013, 
the center sees this event 
as an opportunity to help as 
many of the organizations as 
possible who work for people 
with disabilities and who 
have helped ETTAC over the 
years.  For those interested in 
becoming involved as official 
partners with the center, an 
information session will be 
held at ETTAC at 10 a.m. on 
Wednesday, September 12. 
RSVP for the event to ETTAC 
by Monday, September 10, 
to ensure accessible space 
can be provided. For more 
information, contact Tracey 
Farr at (865) 219-0130 by 
September 11.  

Knox County Museum of 
Education Requests Yearbooks

The Knox County Museum 
of Education, located in 
Historic Knoxville High School, 

is seeking donations of past 
Knox County and Knoxville 
City Schools yearbooks. For 
more information, contact 
Pat Hunter at (865) 599-
3048 or Benna van Vuuren 
at (865) 922-1062. 

Knoxville Urban League 
Offers Financial and 
Homeownership Classes

The Knoxville Area Urban 
League is holding a four-
week Financial Literacy 
Course on Tuesday evenings 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m., Sept. 
11 – Oct. 2, 1514 East Fifth 
Ave., Knoxville, TN 37917. 
Course instruction covers 
topics such as developing a 
household budget, building or 
repairing credit and making 
wise spending choices to 
meet long-term goals, such 
as purchasing a home. There 
is no cost to participate, but 
space is limited. The League 
will also host a three-session 
Homeownership Workshop 
on Sept. 11, 13 and 15, 1514 
East Fifth Ave., Knoxville, 
TN 37917. Open to anyone 
preparing to purchase a 
first home, this workshop 
covers the details involved 
in selecting, purchasing, 
financing and maintaining 
a home and meets all 
requirements for FHA and 
THDA loans. Classes are held 
on Tuesday and Thursday 
evening from 5:30 to 8:30 
and on Saturday from 9 a.m. 
to noon. Training fee for the 

workshop will be $20. For 
more information, call (865) 
524-5511 or visit www.
thekaul.org.

Musical Act MilkDrive 
To Play In Knoxville

Contemporary jazz-
grass band MilkDrive 
features award-winning 
instrumentalists Brian Beken 
on fiddle and lead vocals, 
Noah Jeffries on guitar and 
harmony vocals, Dennis 
Ludiker on mandolin and 
harmony vocals and Matt 
Mefford on double bass. 
Fueled by equal parts tradition 
and innovation, MilkDrive 
delivers a distinctive acoustic 
experience marked by 
sophisticated arrangements 
and fierce musicianship. 
The Austin-based band’s 
second studio album, 
WAVES, featuring Noam 
Pikelny (Punch Brothers) and 
Futureman (Béla Fleck & the 
Flecktones) was released in 
June. The band is scheduled 
to play at 8 p.m. on Thursday, 
September 13 in the 

Preservation Pub, 28 Market 
Square, with complimentary 
cover provided. For more 
information, call (865) 524-
2224 or visit www.milkdrive.
com.

Sierra Club Sponsors 
Citizen Science Program

The Harvey Broome 
Group of the Sierra Club is 
sponsoring a free science 
program and invites all 
interested people to 
participate. Scheduled for 
7 p.m. on September 11, 
the Citizen Science Program 
will take place at Tennessee 
Valley Unitarian Universalist 
Church, Knoxville, 2931 
Kingston Pike, Knoxville. 
Tiffany Beachy of the 
Great Smoky Mountain 
Institute at Tremont, in 
Townsend, Tennessee, will 
act as coordinator. Tremont 
embraces the involvement 
of non-scientists in scientific 
research, or “citizen science,” 
as a tool to connect people 
with nature. The citizen 
science program at Tremont 

enables students of any age to 
develop a sense of ownership 
of the institute’s research 
projects while contributing 
to something larger than 
themselves. Participants 
will gain an opportunity to 
contribute to the scientific 
research conducted within 
the national park, which the 
institute hopes will foster a 
deeper understanding of the 
ecology and natural history 
of the Smoky Mountains. The 
resulting data are shared 
with collaborating scientists 
and park resource managers 
as well as the general public 
through the organization’s 
web site. Tremont offers 

several projects suited to 
people who enjoy being 
outdoors and learning. 
These include phenology 
(observation of cyclic events 
in nature), monarch butterfly 
tagging, bird banding, 
terrestrial and aquatic 
salamander monitoring, and 
pond-breeding amphibian 
monitoring. Volunteers for 
the programs allow scientists 
to accomplish tasks too 
expensive or time consuming 
to accomplish through other 
means. For information on 
how to become involved, 
contact Mac Post at 
mpost3116@aol.com, or call 
(865) 806-0980. 

House to Home
Antiques & Collectibles

By Carl Sloan

Caring for your collectibles

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEW CONSTRUCTION but NOT the typical spec 
house. HVAC operating costs not to exceed $57@ month 
for two years. New England rated window. Main Lvl Mstr 
w/2 lrg walk-in closets, tiled shower and whirlpool.Kit 
back splash is travertine, kit & bath counter tops are all 
beautiful granite. Spacious front porch faces mountain view & rear elevated deck overlooks 
wooded valley. “aging in place” features 36” doorways, roll in shower, etc. Nat’l gas FP, large 
bonus room 1640 SF insulated partially finished bsmnt w/exterior french doors, lrg windows 
& 9’ ceiling. $325,000  OPEN HOUSE SUNDAYS, 2-4. www.tourfactory.com/838075   DIR: 
From Knoxville South on Chapman Hwy, (R) Tittsworth Springs @ red light. (L) on N. Knob Creek (L) Dougs Lane (L) Gavin.

Caring for your 
collectibles

This week we 
will look at ways 
to care for your 
antiques and col-
lectibles to pre-
serve their values 
and condition. 

Let’s start with 
wood. Wood is sub-
ject to the elements 
in your home such as humidity, 
pestilence and sunlight. Wood 
is porous and, if it gets too dry, 
it will crack. Therefore, in the 
winter think of adding humid-
ity. Wood is usually fine in the 
summer, unless the object is a 
fine piano, guitar or violin, for 
example, as too much humid-
ity will alter its sound. Furni-
ture can be ruined by insects if 

left in barns or sheds 
for long periods and, 
once brought inside, 
these wood borers can 
spread to other items. 
Keep drawer glides 
slick with paraffin or 
even soap to take the 
friction off the wood 
to wood contact on 
older furniture. Sun-
light can fade your fur-

niture so you don’t want a sun 
stain on your wood. It is best 
to see a professional if joints, 
dowels, drawers or stretchers 
are loose as DIY repairs often 
ending up doing more harm to 
the antique. The best place in 
Knoxville that I know of to re-
glue furniture is The Storeroom, 
located at 4500 Walker Blvd in 
Fountain City behind Buddy’s 

BBQ on Broadway. They are rea-
sonable and very professional. 

The number one rule to pre-
serving your rare coins is to 
never polish or clean them. 
Many collectors pay a premi-
um for what is called “rainbow 
effect.” Cleaning a $1000 key 
date Morgan dollar will cost you 
around $700 in value. It is per-
fectly fine to polish your ster-
ling and silver-plated wares. 

Never put quilts and antique 
textiles in the washer or 
dryer; instead, put them in 
a cool water bath tub with 
baking soda only. No deter-
gents. Let soak, gently hand 
wash and then line dry.

The lubricants and clean-
ers for clocks and timepiec-
es simply cannot be pur-
chased in stores. WD-40 will 

gum up old clock works as it 
attracts dirt and becomes a 
grit that clogs it worse than 
before. Here you really need 
to consult a professional. 

The care of firearms is simi-
lar to clocks, though you can 
purchase solvents to clean 
and preserve finishes. Never 
use any abrasive or try to do a 
bluing on your own to a valu-
able piece. I know folks that 
don’t let their arms stay in 
holsters for long periods of 
time as it can harm a finish. 

Watercolors can be cleaned 
by using a special foam-type 
sponge, but take care not to 
rub too harshly. If you have an 
old oil painting on canvas or 
board, try a dab of lanolin hand 
cleaner that mechanics use in 
an inconspicuous area of the 

painting. Wipe with cloth and 
if results are good then pro-
ceed. This method is not to be 
used for important art as this 
is a tedious process that can 
be done by professional only. 

Paints from days gone by 
are not made the same as 
today. On wooden items, home-
made paint was made with 
anything from cow’s blood to 
buttermilk with a lead con-
tent mixture. Touching up 
wood or metal paints from 
the past requires extra knowl-
edge, but you can learn to 
do this on your own as many 
companies offer special prod-
ucts to make it work. Forget 
latex, spray or model paint as 
it will never look correct and 
can actually hurt values. 
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auto tech

ceramic tile 
installation

CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION                                        
FLOORS, WALLS, REPAIRS                                           

33 YEARS EXPERIENCE                                  
JOHN 938-3328  

cleaning
KIMBERCLEAN: YOU CAN HAVE 

A CLEAN HOUSE FOR LESS 
THAN YOU THINK!  719-4357                                                                                        

elder care

24/7 CARE IN YOUR HOME FOR 
ELDERLY OR DISABLED.  EXC. 

REF. PATTI 566-8288

elder care

excavating

BOBCAT/BACKHOE /SMALL 
DUMP TRUCK. SMALL JOB 

SPECIALIST CELL 660-9645 OR 
688-4803

home services

lawn care

lawn care
MOWING, HAULING, PRESSURE 
WASHING, NO JOB TOO SMALL 

RAY 865-789-5148

legal 
services

metal works

painting

plumbing

ROOFING
SHINGLE ROOFS, ROOF 

REPAIRS, METAL ROOFS 
CHIMNEY REPAIRS ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED CALL 705-7069

ROOFING

self storage
STORE YOUR STUFF                

SELF STORAGE 39.99/MO           
4 LOCATIONS 24HR ACCESS                   

970-4639 TNstg.com                              

Stump 
Grinding

Stump 
Grinding

Place your 
classified ad online 
at www.knoxfocus.

com or call 
686-9970!

swim Lessons
Swim Lessons: Youth & 

Adult Swim Classes. New 
Classes begin each month. 

Call the Jump Start 
Program at Associated 
Therapeutics for more 
information. 687-4537

tree 
maintenance

Legal notice
Abandoned Vehicles

The owners and / or lien holders of the 
following vehicle are hereby notified 
of their rights to pay all charges and 
reclaim said vehicle being held at the 

storage facility below.
Failure to reclaim said vehicle by 

September 17, 2012 will be deemed a 
waiver to all rights, title and consent to 

dispose of said vehicle. 
1998 Honda Accord 

VIN#1HGCG5646WAO60904
Advanced Auto Recovery LLC
4611 Central Ave PK Knox TN

865-377-3825

Bulletin 
Board

YARD SALE SEPT. 6TH & 
7TH 8:30-4:30. 6900 E. 

BEELER ROAD OFF EMORY RD 
BETWEEN GIBBS AND HALLS

for sale
54INCH Computer 

Desk$50; Large Wheeled 
Walker$50;Rowing 

Exerciser$50 947-9543
............................................

Boat, 16 ft. Crestliner; 25 
hp Honda, 4 stroke; fully 

loaded; $4,775.  
423-312-0595.

............................................

DELL COMPUTER  $100
Call James 237-6993 OR 

230-8788. dell computers 
come with flat screen 

monitor, keyboard, 
mouse, windows xp & 

microsoft word

HELP WANTED

opportunity

Real Estate
for rent 

FOUNTAIN CITY N. KNOXVILLE 
1 &  2 BDRM APARTMENTS, 

FROM  $375.+  www.
knoxapartments.net                                          

CALL TENANT’S CHOICesm

(865) 637-9118

COUNTRY SETTING NICE 
COTTAGE 2BR / 1BA PRIVATE 

$400MO. 938-3628

Real Estate

Real Estate
for sale

1995 60x80 
3BR 2BA 

$250-$350 per month
865-933-3495

............................................

1988 2 BD 1 BA 14x70
$175-$275 per month

865-933-0924
............................................

2001 16x80 
3 BD 2 BA

$350-$450 per month
865-933-2014

.........................................

Government Programs 
1st Time Buyers

You can get a double wide 
or singlewide.
1-888-933-3495

............................................

Disability Income
This home’s for you.

865-933-9962

Real Estate
for sale

Attention
1 acre owner financed 

With double wide
Hurry Won’t Last Long!

New Market/Strawberry 
Plains

1-866-933-3495
............................................

Land/Home Package
New Port/Cosby/

Parrettsville Area
CALL NOW!

865-933-9962
............................................

Your land or family 
land… I’ll do water, 

sewer, electric. 
NO MONEY DOWN AND LOW, 

LOW. Call 865-932-2014
............................................

Divorce Forces Sale
3 BR 2 BA Must Go

865-933-3495

Place your 
classified ad 

online at www.
knoxfocus.com or 

call 
686-9970!

service directory

GARAGES 
& ROOM 

ADDITIONSBONDED & LICENSED
FREE ESTIMATES!
577-6289

FOR ALL YOUR REMODELING NEEDS!

Classifieds

Slow Cooker Pork 
and Sweet Potatoes

1 1/2 pounds pork tenderloin, cut 
into 3/4-inch thick pieces
3 cups raw peeled and sliced sweet potatoes
1/2 cup chopped onion
1/2 cup chopped green bell pepper
1 can (14.5 ounces) diced tomatoes
2 TBSP brown sugar
1/2 tsp cinnamon
1 tsp dried parsley flakes, optional
1/4 tsp black pepper

Spray slow cooker with cooking spray or light-
ly oil. Combine pork, sweet potatoes, onion, and 
green bell pepper.

Combine tomatoes with brown sugar, cinna-
mon, parsley, and black pepper; pour over pork 
mixture in the slow cooker. Cover and cook on 
LOW setting for 8 to 10 hours. Stir to mix before 
serving.
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