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FOCUS 
Weekly Poll*

Knox County 
government has 

projected a surplus 
at the end of this 

fiscal year of $24.2 
million dollars. In 
your opinion, how 

should the money be 
allocated?

Spend it on capital 
projects:  8.19%

Put it in the rainy 
day fund: 14.50%

Pay down the debt: 
40.76%

Give taxpayers a 
refund: 36.55%
Survey conducted 

September 13, 2012.
* Focus Weekly Polls are conducted 

by an independent, professional 
polling company.
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Mayor Madeline Rogero 
and other City of Knoxville 
officials will host a neigh-
borhood meeting at 6 p.m. 
on Monday, Sept. 17th, in 
the gymnasium of Belle 
Morris Elementary School. 
The meeting is part of a 
series called Mayor’s Neigh-
borhood Connections, 
which will bring together 
local neighborhood groups 
in areas across Knoxville to 
talk about goals, concerns 
and ideas for neighborhood 
improvement.

Five adjacent North 
Knoxville neighborhood 
groups have been invit-
ed to the meeting at Belle 
Morris: Belle Morris Com-
munity Action Group, Brown 
Avenue Neighborhood 
Watch, Edgewood Park 
Neighborhood Association, 
Fairmont-Emoriland Neigh-
borhood Association, and 
Tecoma Watchdogs. Res-
idents of those areas are 
particularly encouraged to 
attend, although the meet-
ing is open to anyone. 

“Neighborhoods are the 
centers of community life 
in Knoxville, and it is impor-
tant for me and my staff to 
get out and listen to the 
most pressing concerns of 
our citizens,” Mayor Rogero 
said. “Different parts of the 
City have different priori-
ties and problems. These 
Neighborhood Connections 
will allow us to really focus 
on one area at a time.”

Any neighborhood groups 
interested in a Neighbor-
hood Connections meeting 
can fill out a form at www.
cityofknoxville.org/neigh-
borhoods.  

Mayor Rogero 
to host North 
Knoxville 
neighborhood 
meeting

Max Mealor may only be 4 years 
old, but he already understands 
the importance of showing appre-
ciation. Each month Max thanks 
his ‘mail person’ for his Imagina-
tion Library book with a big smile. 
The 4-year-old is enrolled in Knox 
County Imagination Library, a pro-
gram that mails one new, age-
appropriate book each month to 
any Knox County child from birth 
until age five at no cost to the 
family. 

“There are thousands of chil-
dren in Knox County, just like Max, 
who look forward to getting a book 
each month, thanks to the Imagi-
nation Library,” said Knox County 
Mayor Tim Burchett. “I am proud 
of the work the Knox County Public 
Library does with Imagination 
Library to encourage early child-
hood literacy in our community.”

In honor of Imagination Library 
Week, September 17 - 21, and 
inspired by Max, the charity is 
encouraging participants to rec-
ognize their postal worker with a 
special thank you card available 
at knoxlib.org/imaginationlibrary. 
Children may add a message or 
drawing to the downloadable card 
and present it to their carrier. 
Postal workers play a crucial role 

for Imagination Library by deliver-
ing more than 17,000 books each 
month to Knox County children. 

“Imagination Library Week is a 
special time to bring awareness 
to the organization and its role in 
developing essential pre-literacy 
skills,” said Bonny Naugher, chair-
person of the Knox County Imagi-
nation Library Board. “And what 
better way to celebrate than by 
thanking the postal workers who 
make this program possible.”

Currently, more than 67% of the 
eligible children in Knox County are 
enrolled in the program, which is 
administered by the Knox County 
Public Library. For more informa-
tion or to enroll your child, please 
visit knoxlib.org/imaginationlibrary 
or call (865) 215-8743.

Research shows that children 
who are registered in Imagina-
tion Library are better prepared 
for kindergarten. Impact studies 
conducted by the Knox County 
School system and the State of 
Tennessee show a high correla-
tion between participation in the 
program and proficiency of pre-lit-
eracy skills as well as an overall 
excitement about reading. Experts 
recommend children be read to for 
20 minutes every day.

‘Gratitude’ the theme of Imagination Library Week

Photo by Dan anDrews.

Sarah Moore Greene Magnet Technology Academy celebrated the life of Ms. Sarah Moore Greene with a special program on Friday, September 14. 
Ms. Greene passed away last month at the age of 102. She was an educator, civil rights activist and community leader. The ceremony was led by Dr. 
Reverend Harold Middlebrook, and students sang songs such as “The Greatest Love” and “America” as a special tribute to her legacy. At the conclu-
sion of the program, the school mascot (eagle) flew through the gym and students released balloons outside the school’s main entrance in memory of 
Ms. Greene.

ReMeMbeRiNg SaRah MooRe gReeNe

Four-year-old Max Mealor shows his excitement as City Letter Carrier 
Tom Rogers delivers Max’s Imagination Library book on September 12. 
Rogers holds thank you cards the boys made for him. Max’s two-year-
old brother, Charlie, is seen in the background. 

By Focus Staff

Likely voters were asked 
the question, “Knox County 
government has projected 
a surplus at the end of this 
fiscal year $24.2 million dol-
lars.  In your opinion how 
should the money be allo-
cated?”  Voters were given 
the choice of “Spend it on 

capital projects,” “Put it in 
the rainy day fund,” “Pay 
down the debt,” and “Give 
taxpayers a refund.”

By a narrow margin, 
voters favored paying down 
the debt.  Knox County cur-
rently has a debt in excess 
of $1 billion.  If Knox County 
were to raise the property 

tax a dollar dedicated to 
paying off the debt, it would 
take at least ten years to 
pay off the county’s debt if 
Knox County doesn’t accrue 
additional debt in the mean-
time.

Residents of the First 
District were overwhelm-
ing in the their support of 

refunding the taxpayers’ 
money with over 61% of 
voters favoring a refund.  
No other district in the city 
or county had as much as 
40% in favor of a refund to 
taxpayers.

The highest number of 
residents favoring paying 
down the county debt was 

in the Sixth District where 
50% of voters were con-
cerned about the debt 
problem.  More than 45% of 
Third District voters favored 
paying the debt, with over 
43% of voters inside the 
Fifth District favoring paying 
down the debt.

  Voters tell what they would do with surplus
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“Ken Sparks will always be an inspi-
ration for me. His high expectations for 
me were no less than those of my par-

ents, in regards 
to my work ethic 
and achieve -
ment of person-
al goals.” These 
glowing remarks 
about Coach 
Sparks were 
made by John 
Anderson. As a 
freshman, John 
played safety 
on defense and 

wingback on offense during his days 
at Gibbs High. His brothers, William 
and Sam, were also on Sparks’ first 
team. 

With the late Johnny Bean at quar-
terback, the 1968-69 Gibbs High foot-
ball team combined effort and talent 
to give young Coach Sparks his very 
first win. Some of those players on 
Sparks’ first team gathered for a photo 
earlier this year at the Gibbs Class 
of ‘72 reunion. Though he could not 
attend, the class-act coach called in 
his regrets. His absence did not stop 
former players from remembering 
the coach whose career they helped 
launch. “I feel that being part of the 
football team helped me in developing 
skills related to working with others for 
a common goal. It, along with encour-
agement from my parents, taught me 
the values gained by commitment to a 
cause and not quitting when times are 
hard,” Anderson added. After all these 
years, the impact of Coach Sparks has 
never been forgotten. John recalls 
more about the Coach: “His person-
al commitment to Christ has always 
been an excellent example for all of 
his players to follow. I still consider 
him more than a friend. Ken Sparks is 
family, and I am grateful for the contri-
bution that he has made in my life.”

Memories abound for this coach 
who walked into a school that had no 
football program at all and started one. 
“During my freshman year, I was the 

back-up kicker for the senior kicker,” 
said Ernie DeZearn. “They called me 
‘the Toe.’ Looking back, I realize the 
older we got, the better we were! It 
was an honor to be on the first team 
the first year Coach Sparks began his 
successful coaching career.”

Mike Fielden was a freshman tail-
back who played on the team. After 
reading about “Ken Sparks, More Than 
a Coach” (Focus 4- 9-12), Mike said, “it 
brought back some good memories of 
playing for him as a freshman.” Mike’s 
older brother, Tom, was a senior and 
co-captain of the team. I am amazed 
at the influence this young, inexperi-
enced coach had on his players. Mike 
shares more of his memories about 
the coach who has inspired thousands 
of student athletes on and off the field: 
“I remember Coach Sparks as intense, 
a great mentor, and not afraid to show 
you physically and mentally how you 
needed to do your job. In practice 
one day, he got in the “hole” to dem-
onstrate how to fight off a blocker to 
make a tackle on the ball carrier. We 
had on pads, he did not. He did that 
because one of his linemen was slack-
ing on a Monday practice after a game 
the Friday night before. What he was 
really teaching us was life. You win 
or lose by what you do every day in 
each practice, in each game, or on 
each play. If you want to win in life, you 
have to work at it and earn it. Coach 
Sparks walked the talk. You knew you 
could trust him and worked to give him 
everything you had.” 

I had forgotten that Dan Luttrell was 
even on the football team. But, in his 
senior year, Dan traded in his French 
horn in the marching band for a foot-
ball. When asked about Coach Sparks, 
Dan said, “it took a special coach to 
take on his task.”  Indeed, it did!

Doyle Satterfield was, also, one 
of the forty-plus players on Coach 
Sparks’ first team. Although students 
from Ritta, Corryton, and Gibbs Ele-
mentary Schools made up the stu-
dent body at Gibbs High, it was still 
the smallest school in the county. As 

one player reminded me, it had to take 
a lot of courage to suit-up and play 
against guys who had been playing for 
years at other schools. 

Since his first coaching job at Gibbs, 
Ken Sparks has become a Hall of 
Fame Coach. The Carson-Newman 
Eagles recently rewarded him with 
an awesome accomplishment--win 
number 300! It is no secret that this 
legendary coach is known as much for 
his faith as football. In the face of his 
recent adversity dealing with cancer, 
Coach Sparks will surely be coaching 
as much about the game of life as the 
game of football in the days ahead; 
and, he will continue making a differ-
ence in the lives of young athletes. 

As the jerseys go on and footballs 
are snapped, thrown, and kicked, 
there is much more at stake in Sparks’ 
games than adding to the “win” 
column. There are lessons in cour-
age and character, friendships and 
faith, and respect and responsibility. 
The sports complex at the college now 
bears the coach’s name; former play-
ers still praise him; and, it all started 
one Friday night on a high school foot-
ball field in the fall.
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The 1972 gibbs eagles

Cont. from page 1

Knox County government has 
projected a surplus at the end of this 
fiscal year of $24.2 million dollars.

In your opinion, how should the 
money be allocated?

FOCUS 
Weekly Poll

By Age  Total
18-29 [None] [None] 33.33% 66.67% 3
30-49 7.27% 21.82% 32.73% 38.18% 55
50-65 11.98% 11.38% 43.11% 33.53% 167
65+ 5.98% 15.14% 41.04% 37.85% 251
Total 8.19% (39) 14.50% (69) 40.76% (194) 36.55% (174) 476

By Commission District 
1 3.85%  7.69%  26.92% 61.54% 26
2 11.11% 14.81% 40.74% 33.33% 54
3 9.09% 9.09% 45.45% 36.36% 55
4 9.72% 16.67% 38.89% 34.72% 72
5 7.55% 18.87% 43.40% 30.19% 53
6 7.69% 9.62% 50.00% 32.69% 52
7 6.90% 17.24% 36.21% 39.66% 58
8 10.17% 13.56% 40.68% 35.59% 59
9 4.26% 19.15% 38.30% 38.30% 47
Total 8.19% (39) 14.50% (69) 40.76% (194) 36.55% (174) 476
By Gender 
Unknown [None]  26.32%  42.11% 31.58% 19
Female 11.50% 12.39% 37.61% 38.50% 226
Male 5.63% 15.58% 43.72% 35.06% 231
Total 8.19% (39) 14.50% (69) 40.76% (194) 36.55% (174) 476

Survey conducted September 13, 2012

Spend it on capital 
projects (8.19%)
Put it in the rainy day fund 
(14.50%)
Pay down the debt 
(40.76%)
Give taxpayers a refund 
(36.55%)

Having trouble navigating your Medicare options?

We will help you fi nd the right path
11304 Station West Dr. | Knoxville, TN 37934

865-777-0153 or 1-800-677-0153
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No Lock In Period• 
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Status of  the Knox County School System 
Through the eyes of  a recently retired teacher

Coach Ken Sparks in his first year as 
head coach at Gibbs High School 

More men than women 
favored paying downing the 
debt with a final number 
of just over 40% favoring 

paying down the debt.  That 
number was narrowly ahead 
of the just over 36% who 
favored a rebate to taxpay-
ers.

  Voters tell what they would 
do with surplus
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The status of the Knox 
County School system con-
tinues to slide downhill. The 
only positive that I can see 
is some test score improve-
ment which can be attribut-
ed to classroom teachers.

One of the big questions 
nowadays is how can the 
schools and community 
trust a school leader who 
is supposed to be an edu-
cational guru and manager 
when he did not seem to 
know that there would be 
several million dollars left 
in the budget at the end 
of the year? It seems that 
the School Board doesn’t 
realize that Knox County 
has capable people who 
could have filled the posi-
tion without going across 
the country. Look at where 
all the latest new principal 
and assistant assignees 
are from. Half were from 
somewhere else. Knox 
County has plenty of capa-
ble and certified people 
in its system. Maybe it is 
time for most of the School 
Board members to be 
replaced too.

The school system is not 
serving many students. 
There are students every 
year that the system knows 
will not be able to go to col-
lege. What happened to 
the vocational programs 

that would make a pathway 
for these students to have 
a good job later in life? 
Research the wages of auto 
mechanics and welders, for 
instance. How far did VW 
have to go to recruit weld-
ers for the plant in Chat-
tanooga? Some from Cali-
fornia and the Northwest. 
There were very few in Ten-
nessee. If students are not 
deemed “college material,” 
they still need some path 
that will help them in the 
future.

Another disgraceful thing 
that Knox County does is to 
pass students to the next 
grade when they do not 
have the skills to move on. 
Can you imagine going to 
a new grade and not being 
able to read? There are stu-
dents in middle grades who 
read on a 1st to 3rd grade 
level. Administrators would 
probably deny that, but it is 
very true. Students should 
possess the necessary 
skills to achieve at the next 
level. Many of the adminis-
trators say that it hurts the 
students’ self esteem to 
hold them back. Better now 
than later!! There needs to 
be intensive reading pro-
grams for primary and ele-
mentary students. They 
should be able to read on 
level before being moved 

to the middle grades. By 
the time they get to middle 
grades, their reading habits 
are well formed. There could 
be a much better use of 
money than having a group 
of “Reading Coaches” for 
middle school. Teach the 
students earlier!

Thinking that classroom 
size has nothing to do with 
teaching is ridiculous. If 
a teacher has 28-35 stu-
dents with three misbe-
having students, the entire 
class’s time can be ruined. 
Most administrators push 
teachers to handle their 
own discipline problems. 
Sometimes a teacher can’t 
do that. If all students were 
well behaved, there would 
be no problem with that 
number except when it 
comes to grading papers.

Some, not many, stu-
dents need to be placed in 
an alternative situation. If a 
student constantly disrupts, 
other students become 
frustrated and cannot learn 
well. Teachers also get frus-
trated and cannot do their 
best. Administrators should 
get over being afraid of get-
ting sued and do the right 
thing by placing the chron-
ic misbehaviors where they 
belong. All a parent has to 
say is “I’ll sue,” and the 
system bows down to the 

parent.
One way Knox County 

schools could obtain money 
is to sell some or all of the 
unused property. There are 
several parcels of property 
owned by the school system 
that will never be used. 
What a waste! Another way 
to save would be to move 
the main offices out of the 
“Ivory Tower” downtown-
that costs millions yearly. 
Millions could be saved if 
the system would renovate 
an old school or perhaps 
purchase an unused shop-
ping center and renovate it. 
Money is being wasted by 
renting. The school system 
is not supposed to be trying 
to impress anyone by being 
at their current location. 
Mayor Burchett got this one 
100% correct.

Why can’t some of the 
“extra money” be used for 
teacher raises? Why not 
show some true apprecia-
tion to the people respon-
sible for helping students 
have better test scores? 
Who helped you learn 
the skills you have to per-
form your job? Who taught 
your doctor the skills he 
needs? Who helped pilots 
get their skills? Teachers 
are underpaid. Tell that to 
your school board. Teach-
ers would be thrilled to be 

paid baby sitting wages. If a 
teacher has 30 students in 
each class all day and gets 
paid, say, $150 per week 
per child, the pay would be 
$4,500 per week. Teach-
ers take a variety of roles 
from day to day.... teacher, 
Mom, Dad, brother, sister, 
counselor, and role model 
among others. What should 
a good teacher earn? Per-
haps the value of teachers 
is much more than they 
earn. 

Teachers should be given 
a questionnaire that scru-
tinizes the entire school 
system. Custodians and 
office workers should be 
included. The questions 
should not be made by the 
school administrators. They 
would ask loaded ques-
tions in order to get a cer-
tain reply. The questions 
should be independent of 
any school board member 
or school administrator. 
The survey should be total-
ly anonymous. Sometimes 
the truth revealed can be 
eye opening. Why do the 
school officials fear such a 
survey? The teachers, cus-
todians and office workers 
are the backbones of our 
system. Their thoughts, 
ideas and suggestions 
have been ignored too long. 
Many teachers are afraid 

to be open with administra-
tors because of fear of ret-
ribution. Retribution is alive 
in the system.

Teachers evaluating 
teachers is a contentious 
matter. If a teacher eval-
uates a teacher they do 
not like, can they be total-
ly objective? The same 
with an administrator, can 
an administrator be fully 
objective in evaluating a 
teacher they dislike? Eval-
uators should travel from 
one school to another for 
maximum objectivity for 
each evaluation.

Do your research on the 
entire Knox County school 
system. Send suggestions 
to the School Board. If the 
people in the “Ivory Tower” 
do not listen and act, 
replace them, perhaps all 
of them.

Name withheld because 
of ties with Knox County 

School System

Note from the editor: It 
is Focus policy to require a 
name for each Letter to the 
Editor submitter. Due to the 
subject matter of this letter, 
I waived this requirement 
in order to share these 
thoughts with our readers. 
MD

Status of  the Knox County School System 
Through the eyes of  a recently retired teacher

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

By Richie Beeler

Just pick a side already

I recently read a blog by 
a well-known pastor implor-
ing President Obama and 
Mitt Romney to stop attack-
ing each other. His asser-
tion was that the two can-
didates appear more inter-
ested in tearing one another 
down than in talking about 
the issues. I’ll bet he hates 
football too.

While I understand the 
point this fine gentleman is 
trying to make (he is one of 
the best communicators of 
spiritual truth in our culture 
today), I am also reminded 
of the reality that “mudsling-
ing” will always be engrained 
within our American political 
process. After all, it always 
has been.

Political differences, 

perhaps more so than any-
thing else, can turn person-
al rather quickly. The first 
truly contested presiden-
tial election in our nation’s 
history was a bitter fight 
between two founding 
fathers. Thomas Jefferson 
and John Adams were any-
thing but allies in the early 
days of American politics. 
After the election of 1800 
was over, and Jefferson had 
defeated Adams to become 
our third Chief Executive, 
Adams left the White House 
in the middle of the night to 
avoid welcoming his succes-
sor to office.

But even the deep per-
sonal differences between 
Adams and Jefferson paled 
in comparison to the bla-
tant hatred that would sur-
face three decades later 
between a popular war hero 
and Adams’ very own son.

Most historians agree 
that the election of 1828 
was the dirtiest campaign 
in American political histo-
ry. Four years earlier, John 
Quincy Adams, the often 

cantankerous lawyer from 
Massachusetts, had defeat-
ed the immensely popular 
General Andrew Jackson. 
So popular was Jackson 
with the people in fact, that 
he won the popular vote. 
Neither candidate, however, 
was able to garner a major-
ity in the Electoral College, 
largely due to the presence 
of third party candidate 
and Speaker of the House, 
Henry Clay of Kentucky.

Without a clear majority 
of electoral votes the elec-
tion was handed over to 
the House of Representa-
tives. Thanks to his family’s 
well-entrenched political 
influence, Adams was able 
to defeat Jackson in the 
House and win the election 
of 1824 (any similarities to 
actual 21st century persons 
or events is purely acci-
dental, of course). But the 
fight between Jackson and 
Adams was far from over. In 
1828, the two candidates 
would face off again.

Jackson never forgave 
Adams and Clay for what 

became known as the Cor-
rupt Bargain, in which Clay 
had used his influence 
as Speaker to help elect 
Adams. The election of 
1828 would be shaped by 
the hatred that continued to 
grow between the two fac-
tions.

Personal accusations 
flew like bullets on a battle-
field between the two can-
didates. Some were true. 
Some were blatant lies. The 
Adams campaign accused 
Jackson of marrying his 
beloved wife, Rachel before 
her divorce from a previ-
ous marriage was final. The 
Jackson campaign accused 
Adams of providing a young 
virgin girl for the pleasure 
of the Russian Czar. The 
attack on Rachel was the 
last straw for Jackson. He 
said he could forgive those 
who had assaulted his char-
acter, but he would never 
forgive those who had 
smeared his wife’s name.

Jackson defeated Adams 
in a populist landslide. Just 
as his father before him 

had done, Adams slipped 
out of Washington under 
cover of darkness to avoid 
congratulating Jackson. 
Perhaps as a result of the 
intense pressures of the 
campaign, Rachel Jackson 
died suddenly of a heart 
attack before her husband 
could be inaugurated. Jack-
son was devastated, and 
the bitterness of the cam-
paign of 1828 would remain 
with him throughout his two 
terms of office.

About the only thing 
that has changed with 
the dynamic of presiden-
tial politics in the ensuing 
184 years is the profound 
influence of media. Now 
the candidates have to do 
their campaigning in front 
of everyone. Every word they 
speak is recorded, played 
and replayed to the entire 
nation. Empty accusations 
must undergo the scrutiny 
of a society that is saturat-
ed with information. Indis-
cretions cannot be kept 
secret.

But one thing still remains. 

The two sides often do not 
like each other. Oh, that 
doesn’t mean the candi-
dates might never play a 
friendly round of golf one 
day after both have ridden 
off into the political sunset. 
But it does mean that while 
the heat of competition is 
on, it’s gonna get real hot in 
the kitchen.

I’m a pretty non-combat-
ive guy. But I am also pas-
sionate about my desire for 
right to prevail. And in this 
election, what is right and 
wrong for America seems 
pretty clear cut to me. The 
future of this great nation 
depends on the outcome 
of this presidential cam-
paign, perhaps as much as 
any election in our history. 
I couldn’t care less about 
hearing this President dis-
cuss the issues. We should 
already know by now where 
he stands. I’ve definitely 
picked my side.

And I’m not overly con-
cerned about how friendly 
the process is.
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S-SK Chamber welcomes back teachers

Seymour & South KnoxFocus MoRE on

Seymour’s fall 
“Roads and Rivers 
Day” will be held on 
Saturday, Septem-
ber 22, from 9:00 
a.m. until noon. Sevier 
County’s Keep Sevier 
Beautiful organization 
sponsors this twice-a-
year effort to remove 
unsightly litter from 
the county’s road-
ways and river banks.

Registration will take 
place at 9:00 a.m. in 
the parking lot of Sey-
mour First Baptist 
Church, 11621 Chap-
man Highway. Volun-
teers of all ages are 
encouraged to par-
ticipate. Those under 
age 12 will be paired 
with an adult. Wear 
long pants, sturdy 
shoes, and gloves. 
Safety vests, litter 
pickers, and water 
will be provided.

Increased summer 
traffic and activity have 
left Seymour roads 
and streets with much 
ugly litter that detracts 
from the beauty of the 
Seymour community. 
A good turn out of vol-
unteers on Septem-
ber 22 can help alle-
viate this eyesore.

Scout packs, 4-H 
clubs, church Sunday 
School classes and 
youth groups, civic 
clubs, families—all are 
encouraged to take 
part. For more informa-
tion, please call Sey-
mour’s clean up coor-
dinator, Merwyn Bor-
ders, at 579-3181.

Roads and 
Rivers Day

Members of the Seymour–
South Knox Chamber of 
Commerce surprised area 
school teachers recently 
with the delivery of nearly 
500 goody bags. 

Bags were filled with 
donated items from 
business owners including 
pens, nail files, note pads, 
lip balms, coupons and 
special offers exclusively 
for teachers. 

“We were very pleased 
to participate and love 
showing our support for all 
they do for our children and 
community,” said Chamber 
member and business 
owner Shirley Clepper.  

M a n y  t e a c h e r s 
expressed how even the 
smallest of gestures can be 
encouraging at times.

The Chamber is 

committed to supporting 
local businesses and pro-
moting a stronger sense of 
community through educa-
tion, networking, leadership 
initiatives, and various proj-
ects throughout the year. 

The Back to School Proj-
ect that helps connect busi-
nesses and schools is an 
example of how the Cham-
ber strives to be instru-
mental in the growth of the 
community.

The Chamber meets on 
the third Tuesday each 
month at Gondolier, 7644 
Mountain Grove Rd. and 
welcomes all community 
leaders, small business 
owners, and profession-
als who are interested in 
growing their business and 
making a difference in the 
community. 

For more information 
on the Chamber and/

or upcoming commu-
nity events visit www.

SeymourTn.org. 

A Community Forum 
sponsored by the South 
Knoxville Resident’s Adviso-
ry Board will be held at the 
South Knoxville Community 
Center (522 Maryville Pike) 
on Tuesday, September 25 
from 7-9 p.m.

The forum panel will be 
members of the city coun-
cil and county commission 
and members of the engi-
neering groups for both the 
city and the county, MPC 
and KUB, including:

• Nick Pavlis – Vice 
Mayor/City Council
• Mike Brown – County 
Commission
• Jim Hagerman – Direc-
tor of City Engineering

• Jim Snowden – County 
Engineering
• Mark Donaldson – 
Executive Director - 
MPC
• Julie Childers – VP 
Engineering KUB
The discussion will be on 

the development, transpor-
tation and highway issues 
in South Knoxville. There 
will be questions of general 
public concern by the mod-
erator to the panelists and 
members of the audience 
will also be ask to submit 
questions for the panel.

The replacement of water 
and gas mains in neighbor-
hoods will be addressed. 
The issues associated with 

paving replacement and 
repair will be discussed. 
The plans for development 
of new business and hous-
ing along John Sevier High-
way and Chapman High-
way will be on the agenda 
as well. The future for Chap-
man Highway after the 
reopening of the Henley 
Street bridge is expected 
to be a subject of interest 
also.

All South Knoxville resi-
dents are welcome.

Questions about the 
forum should be addressed 
to: jsharr2@bellsouth.net.

Rebekah Hill (right) of Computer Depot and Autumn Galyon of Network Technologies 
(not pictured) gave goody bags to Seymour Primary’s Angela Lindsey. 

South Knoxville forum 
scheduled for September 25

By Dave Manners

Soon autumn will be offi-
cially here,

Though still some great 
weather we’ll see;

Keep your love for the 
Lord ever strong!

That’s the way things for-
ever should be!

There is NO seasonal-
ity for being a good disci-
ple of Jesus Christ!  Do so, 
ALWAYS and ALL WAYS! 

Pastor Jason Gattis, our 
church staff, and all attend-
ees, encourage you to wor-
ship with us every Sunday.  
You are most welcome 
for either our Traditional 

Worship Service at 8:45 
a.m., or our more modern 
Contemporary Praise Wor-
ship Service beginning at 
11 a.m.

Pastor Jason is currently 
presenting a series of ser-
mons about the topic of 
“Healthy Hearts.”

Sunday school classes of 
all age groups meet at 10 
a.m. for various Biblically 
based studies.  Come and 
be a part of one of these 
many small fellowship and 
prayer groups!

Our active Youth Program 
meets most Sundays with 
following schedule: 5:30 

p.m. snack supper; 6 p.m. 
youth activities and 6:15 
p.m. youth parents Bible 
studies.

This Tuesday, Sept. 18th, 
the Cub Scouts Pack 585 
will hold their monthly meet-
ing at the church beginning 
at 6 p.m.

Every Tuesday evening 
at 6:30 p.m., the fairly new 
ministry called “Grief Sup-
port” will meet and is open 
to anyone needing such 
support.  Contact Buddy 
Greene.

The Wednesday evening 
“Fellowship Meals” are held 
each week at 5:30 p.m., 

followed by small group 
study groups beginning at 
6:30 p.m.  Make dinner res-
ervations Sunday or before 
noon on Tuesday.

In Friday, September 
21, the Youth, depart at 6 
p.m. for their annual “Fall 
Retreat” for three days to 
Lake Junaluska, NC.

On Saturday, September 
22, the Older Adult Council 
will host a “Fall-Fun-Fest” 
luncheon and “Wheel of 
Fortune” game beginning at 
noon.  Contact Harry Swit-
zer for tickets and details.

Next Sunday, September 
23, there will be no Youth 

Activities due to their Fall 
Retreat.

Further general informa-
tion on any further details 
on any of the above avail-
able by calling our church 
office at 573-9711, or on 
our website at: www.sey-
mourumc.com.

We are conveniently 
located at corner of Chap-
man Hwy and Simmons 
Road, one block north of 
the Boyd’s Creek/Rt. 411 
intersection with Chap-
man Hwy.  Paved parking 
and main entrance locat-
ed behind building off Sim-
mons Road.

Seymour United Methodist News & Praises
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Molly Huff,
Valedictorian

Maggie Daves,
Salutatorian

God Is In The 
Details

Just a few more para-
graphs from a favor-
ite book that I received 
as a gift. I feel as if I 
should pass these beau-
tiful thoughts along to my 
readers, hoping that they 
will be encouraged by 
them. 

“Isn’t it marvelous? 
Just when you need Him 
most, God surrounds you 
with reminders of His  
presence.

“He is evident in a tear 
or in a far-off  whistle. 
He is in the twinkle of a 
stranger’s eye and in a 
certain shade of blue. He 
is in the warmth of a hand-
shake and in the missing 
front teeth of a  five-year-
old. He is in the hum of 
the washing machine 
and in the glow of the 
Christmas lights.

“He is between the lines 
of handwritten letters and 
in the nervous laughter of 
teenage girls.  He rises up 
in the aroma of freshly cut 
grass. He is in the invis-
ible arc made by a hawk 
on a fine summer day.  I 
will thank you, Lord, with 
all my heart; I will tell of all 
the marvelous things you 
have done.

“I will be filled with joy 
because of you. I will sing 
praises to your name, O 
Most High. Psalms 9:1-2. 
NLT”.

As I wrote these words 
I felt so sad for people 
who do not have a place 
to go to when they are 
troubled; who do not want 
to partake in the pure joy 
of being loved and cared 
for by a caring God. Who 
do they turn to when they 
need help? How terrible to 
go through life without His 
wonderful presence, with-
out any hope or guarantee 
of a glorious future.

Next week I will have 
another one of Joe 
Burchfield’s tales. I told 
him he should be sending 
his stories to The Focus. 
He laughed and said, “No, 
that’s your job.”

Send comments to 
rosemerrie @att.net or call 
(865) 748-4717. Thank 
you.

Photo by Dan anDrews.

Knox County Mayor Tim Burchett; Knox Heritage; Family Pride Corporation, InSite Development Corporation; 
Elected officials; Neighbors and the public broke ground on the Oakwood Elementary School project last Thurs-
day. The building, located at 232 E. Churchwell Ave., has been a concern for residents in the Oakwood community 
and others in North Knoxville for quite some time. It will be a private senior living facility.

Ground Broken at Oakwood

By Sarah Baker
bakers@knoxfocus.com

Kyle Reeves, an eighth grader at 
Powell Middle School, was given 
the award of unit Young Marine of 
the Year (North Knoxville Young 
Marines).  Reeves was a recruit 
from March to May of 2011 and 
graduated in May 2011 with the 
title of Young Marine.  He was pla-
toon and overall honor graduate.

Reeves especially enjoys the 
teaching of discipline and leader-
ship to the younger Young Marines 

of his unit.  “I have learned many 
leadership characteristics to be 
a success in life,” Reeves said.  
“I went to a Junior Leadership 
Academy this past summer that 
taught me how to be a leader among 
my Young Marines, as well as my 
peers in civilian life.”  He added 
that the program has also taught 
him to be really disciplined.  

The ceremony took place on 
September 8 in Smyrna, Tennessee 
at the Reserve Center’s Volunteer 
Training Site.  In front of the nine 

platoons were the Regimental 
Commander, Paymaster, and 
Assistant Division Commander.  
According to Reeves, it was very 
exciting because every Young 
Marine knew that he had performed 
their best.  “All of the uniforms 
were ironed with creases as thin 
as a piece of paper,” he explained.  
Described by teachers as depend-
able, respectful and uncommon-
ly conscientious, Reeves has 
made his school, his commu-
nity, and his family very proud. 

By Sarah Baker
bakers@knoxfocus.com

Powell Middle School 
welcomed a new assistant 
principal this year, Mrs. 
Kimberly Hamlett.  She 
b e g an 
h e r 
educa-
t i o n a l 
career 
in 1998 
and is 
excited 
to start 
h e r 
f o u r -
teenth 
year at Powell Middle 
School.  She has served 
as a teacher, an instruc-
tional coach, and now as 
an administrator.  

“Based on her skills in 
instruction, coaching, and 
professional development, 
she was the right person 
at the right time to help 
us meet some of our new 
academic and professional 
goals,” said principal Gary 
Critselous.

Powell Middle School has 
grown in leaps and bounds 
over the last year enrolling 
over 100 more students 
and 12 new positions.  New 
teachers this year include 
Aundrea Mitchell in tech-
nology, Paige Lind in lan-
guage arts, Jessica Laws 
in reading, Michelle Ranvek 
in math, Chris Thorson in 
Math, Adam Wright in 
music, and Nick Sirek is 
covering a maternity leave 
in science.  Critselous is 
very optimistic about all 
of his new staff members 
and changes in staff posi-
tions.  “We’re very fortu-
nate to have lots of good, 
solid support in the class-
rooms and in the office, 
such as Ginny Smith who 
heads up our intervention 
program.”  

Hamlett received a 
Bachelor of Science Degree 
in Education from Freed-
Hardeman University, 
a Masters Degree in 
Adminis t rat ion and 
Supervision from Lincoln 
Memorial University, and 
an Educational Specialist 
Degree in Curriculum and 
Instruction from Lincoln 
Memorial University.  “I 
believe that education is 

Powell Middle 
Welcomes 
New Assistant 
Principal

Kimberly 
Hamlett

The Young Marine
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 About midnight one night last spring, I was 
driving home to Powell from Middlesboro 
through Maynardville. I was extremely 

weary from laughing 
and crying with old 
classmates. With my 
daughter in the car, I 
rolled down all the win-
dows and the two of 
us sang 80’s music at 
the top of our lungs to 
keep me awake. I was 
so wrapped in cold air, 
weariness, and nos-
talgia that I didn’t pay 
close enough atten-
tion to my speed. At 

least I didn’t really notice it until I saw those 
swirling blue and red lights in my rear view 
mirror. 

Now, back when I was in my 20s, I could 
get out of a ticket. I used to think it was 
because I always have my license, regis-
tration, and proof of insurance hanging out 
the window before the officer even gets to 

my car. I always say, “yes, sir,” “no, sir,” “I 
apologize, sir” and I never try to deny what-
ever it is I’m guilty of. Well let me tell you, I 
still do all those things but I got a ticket. The 
rest of the way home and for several weeks 
after, I grumbled and groaned about how 
if I were still 20, still blonde, still 125 lbs, I 
wouldn’t have gotten the ticket. So much for 
that! This past Saturday at traffic school, I 
sat among folks of all ages and every walk 
of life. Some of them were pretty, slender, 
blonde twenty-something’s who looked to 
me like they sure had the good sense to say, 
“yes, sir,” and have their info ready as well 
as I could. No more grumbling about that.

  You know how sometimes you get your-
self in a fix and then in the middle of working 
it out you kind of figure out that there may 
be “a great lesson in all of this?” That’s what 
traffic school was for me. Before I got there, 
I expected some domineering, angry police 
officers to be teaching the class. Not so. It 
was a very nice married couple who were 
quite friendly and understanding, not conde-
scending at all. FYI: the officers who pulled 

me over were much nicer than expected too 
(except you know for that whole giving me 
a ticket thing). 

  The first lesson I learned was not to 
drive when I’m sleepy. It is almost as dan-
gerous as driving intoxicated. Not only did I 
put myself in danger, but also my daughter, 
and that is unacceptable. Secondly, I need 
to turn my cell phone OFF when I am in the 
car. The number of fatal car crashes related 
to texting has exceeded the amount caused 
by drunk driving. I can think of three teenag-
ers in my community who have been killed 
this way right off the top of my head. Now, 
I’m not big on texting period, let alone tex-
ting while I’m driving, but if my phone goes 
off, I have been known to reach over in my 
purse and fish for it while driving. No more. 
Not after the videos I saw. Thirdly, I have got 
to stop driving with my dog in my lap. This 
one will be the hardest for me to give up, 
but it isn’t worth risking my safety, my family 
and friend’s safety, or my dog’s safety.

  Do me a favor, folks. I know most of us 

Cont. from page 1

Continue on page 4

By Sarah Baker
bakers@knoxfocus.
com

valuable, should be viewed as a privilege, 
and is one of the most important invest-
ments a person can make,” said Hamlett, 
who married her best friend, Bobby, in 
March of this year.  The two have two “fur-
babies,”   an Alaskan malamute, Baloo, 
and a two year old blue pit bull, Kiyah.

“Powell Middle School holds its stu-
dents to high expectations, promotes 
good character traits, and provides stu-
dents with the knowledge and skills that 
lay the foundation to becoming produc-
tive, successful community members who 
care about others,” said Hamlett.   “We at 
Powell Middle ‘Expect Success’ and do 
everything within our means to ensure 
that ALL students are given the opportu-
nity to succeed.  A child’s first and most 
important teacher IS the parent, and 
we believe maintaining a partnership 
between the school and parents will help 
‘our’ children achieve success to their full-
est potential.  

Powell Middle 
Welcomes New 
Assistant Principal

Teacher goes to Traffic School
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Many have long 
misunderstood 
U. S. Senator 

Kenneth McKellar and his 
complex relations with the 
Tennessee Valley Authority; 
in fact, some still perceive 
McKellar to have been an 
opponent of the TVA.  The 
fact is the TVA proved to be 
so popular in Tennessee no 
elected official could have 
been legitimately hostile 
to the Tennessee Valley 
Authority and survived long.  
It had been McKellar, while 
a Congressman, who had 
introduced the bill to allow 
the government to build a 
dam and nitrate facility at 
Muscle Shoals, Alabama.  
This particular project was 
under the auspices of the 
military and while McKellar’s 
legislation did not specify 
a location, he did urge 
President Woodrow Wilson 
to build the nitrate plant at 
Muscle Shoals.  McKellar 
wanted a location in or near 
Tennessee, as he believed 
farmers would benefit by 
being able to purchase 
any surplus nitrogen for 
fertilizer.

What to do with the Muscle 
Shoals facility became the 
subject of intense debate 
between the proponents 
of public and private power 
interests following World 
War I.  Senator McKellar 
supported legislation 
endorsed by various farm 
organizations, but the bill 
approved by the Senate 
never made it out of a House 
committee.  Industrialist 
Henry Ford, father of the 
Ford Motor Company, 
expressed an interest in 
bidding on the Muscle 
Shoals plant; Nebraska U. 
S. Senator George W. Norris 
introduced a bill to have 
the facility operated by the 
government and the two 
competing interests fought 
for much of the 1920s.  

Senator McKellar 
preferred the Ford proposal, 
as it would continue to 
produce fertilizer for farmers, 
while the Norris bill did not 
have a fertilizer component.    
McKellar changed his mind 
and announced he would 
support the Nebraskan’s 
bill in late 1924, a position 
unpopular with many of 
his Southern colleagues.  
McKellar bitterly denounced 
a bill sponsored by Alabama 
U. S. Senator Oscar W. 
Underwood that would have 
allowed the private power 
companies to operate the 
Muscle Shoals facility and 
the newly constructed dam 
for fifty years.  Senator 
McKellar had come to 
believe the Ford proposal 
and Underwood’s bill would 
deny consumers a source 
of cheap public power.  
Senator Norris had also won 
McKellar’s support for his 
legislation after including a 
provision, which allowed for 
the production of fertilizer, 
which helped farmers, one 
of the Tennessean’s chief 
concerns.  Unlike many of his 
colleagues, K. D. McKellar 
was less concerned about 

private power versus public 
power; McKellar’s primary 
interest was which proposal 
did the most for the people 
of Tennessee.  Even though 
George W. Norris had 
addressed the production 
of fertilizer in his bill, the 
Nebraskan remained far 
less concerned about 
producing fertilizer than 
many Southerners.  

Before being elected 
to Congress, McKellar 
had been a prosperous 
attorney in Memphis and 
had represented a private 
power company.  McKellar 
helped the company to 
organize and was given, as 
his fee, $30,000 of stock 
in the company.  For the 
time, it was a princely sum, 
yet the company changed 
hands several times and 
eventually the stock owned 
by McKellar was worthless.  
Senator McKellar, with his 
long memory, never forgot 
the experience and was 
surprisingly not especially 
friendly to the private 
power concerns while in 
Congress.  

McKellar’s long-time 
political partner and ally, 
E. H. Crump, leader of the 
Shelby County political 
organization, was even 
more hostile to private 
power interests.  Crump 
blamed the private power 
companies for helping to 
remove him from office as 
Mayor of Memphis.

Naturally, both McKellar 
and Crump believed with 
the advent of public power 
companies, farmers could 
purchase needed fertilizer 
cheaply while consumers 
would get electricity for far 
less than what the private 
power companies were 
charging.  Still, McKellar 
was not willing to accept 
any legislation that brought 
about public power if any 
bill did not serve the best 
interests of the people 
of Tennessee.  Senator 
McKellar fought a bill 
sponsored again by George 
W. Norris for the Tennessee 
Valley development as 
Norris again did not consider 
the production of fertilizer 
and worse, from McKellar’s 
point of view, the bill did not 
compensate Tennessee 
for any loss of tax revenue 
or water power.  McKellar 
filibustered against the bill 
and it died in the Senate.  

A bill finally emerged from 
Congress in 1928, which 
was promptly vetoed by 

President Calvin Coolidge.  
Senator Norris decided if 
he were to be successful 
again, he would have to 
satisfy McKellar’s concerns 
about compensating states 
for lost tax revenue.  For 
his part, McKellar agreed 
to compromise with the 
Nebraska solon in supporting 
a bill which did not stress 
production of fertilizer, but 
encouraged research for 
fertilizer production.  

Conservative Republicans 
were all for selling the Muscle 
Shoals plant to the private 
power companies and 
were steadfastly opposed 
by a coalition of Southern 
Democrats and Progressive 
Republicans.  Presidents 
Coolidge and Herbert 
Hoover both vetoed efforts 
by the coalition to pass 
legislation for public power.  
McKellar disliked Hoover 
intensely and Hoover’s veto 
did nothing to endear the 
icy chief executive to the 
disappointed Tennessean.  

Hoover’s opponent in the 
1932 election was New 
York Governor Franklin 
D. Roosevelt and the wily 
Roosevelt made public 
power a potent political 
issue.  FDR handily defeated 
Hoover and soon the 
Tennessee Valley Authority 
became a reality.

Senator McKellar was 
deeply disappointed 
when President Roosevelt 
selected George W. Norris 
to introduce the TVA 
legislation in Congress, 
but McKellar publicly 
praised his colleague’s 
long fight for public power.  
McKellar fought hard for the 
construction of the Cove 
Creek Dam in Tennessee, 
as well as the Wheeler Dam 
built in Alabama as part 
of the Tennessee Valley 
Authority.  The three member 
Board of Directors of the 
TVA were more conservative 
in their projections for the 
agency as they hesitated in 
building more dams, while 
Senator McKellar insisted 
upon the construction of at 
least five additional dams 

along the Tennessee River.  
The Chairman of the TVA, Dr. 
Arthur E. Morgan, seemed 
perfectly content not to 
directly compete with the 
private power companies, 
but McKellar pushed 
through the appropriations 
needed for the construction 
of the additional dams.  

It was during one of the 
many legislative battles on 
behalf of the Tennessee 
Valley Authority that 
someone introduced the 
term “McKellarism”, which 
was used to describe large 
appropriations and the many 
jobs and public projects 
created by the vast sums of 
money expended. Senator 
McKellar was not horrified 
by the gibe and replied in 
what was, in essence, his 
political credo in serving the 
people of Tennessee in the 
United States Senate.

“If loyalty to my friends,” 
McKellar said, “and showing 
appreciation of their 
friendship, if seeing that my 
state receives its portion 
of public favors so that our 
people may progress and 
advance with other sections 
is “McKellarism”, as has 
been charged, I gladly meet 
the issue.

“If what I have done is 
McKellarism, I stand for 
McKellarism.”

And so he did.
Many Republican 

members of Congress 
remained hostile to 
the Tennessee Valley 
Authority and two powerful 
GOP legislators made 
a determined effort to 
pare TVA’s appropriations 
from $40 million to $30 
million in 1940.  Senator 
McKellar quickly crushed 
the Republican rebellion 
in the Senate.  Not only 
did McKellar beat the 
Republicans back, but also 
he successfully obtained 
even more money for the 
TVA to build a dam and 
steam plant on the Holston 
River.

Throughout his entire 
career in the United States 
Senate, Kenneth McKellar 

continuously fought for the 
Tennessee Valley Authority.  
It was the seventy-nine 
year old McKellar who led 
other senators in moving 
to appropriate $4 million 
to begin construction of 
yet another steam plant in 
1948 when the Senate was 
controlled by a Republican 
majority.  In his last year in 
the Senate and then eighty-
three years old, McKellar 
remained on the Senate 
floor until the wee hours of 
the morning to restore more 
than $14 million in funds that 
had been slashed from the 
Tennessee Valley Authority’s 
appropriations.  

Despite McKellar’s 
indefatigable and constant 
efforts on behalf of the 
TVA, his opposition to 
Douglas Dam is frequently 
better remembered, as is 
his continuing feud with 
David Lilienthal.  McKellar’s 
opposition to the Douglas 
Dam was largely due to 
the fact thousands of East 
Tennesseans were opposed 
to the dam.  Citizens and 
business interests were 
concerned about 30,000 
acres of prime farm land 
being flooded, lost tax 
revenue and possibly the 
extinction of the city of 
Dandridge, while workers 
were concerned about being 
unemployed.  President 
Roosevelt supported the 
dam as necessary to the war 
effort, but Senator McKellar 
doubted the dam would be 
completed in time to do 
much of anything to promote 
America’s interests during 
World War II.  Still, McKellar 

dropped his opposition after 
a public plea from FDR and 
sought the money necessary 
to build the dam.

Besides regularly getting 
the dollars to build dams 
throughout the Tennessee 
Valley, McKellar helped TVA 
purchase property owned by 
private power companies.  
Dr. Morgan, then Chairman 
of the TVA, was content 
to allow private power 
companies their monopolies 
in more heavily populated 
urban areas, leaving the 
TVA to furnish public power 
to residents in more rural 
areas.  McKellar strongly 
objected to Dr. Morgan’s 
notion and insisted TVA 
have the right to furnish 
cheaper public power all 
across Tennessee.  McKellar 
considered Dr. Morgan’s 
vision to be nothing less 
than a failure of the entire 
concept of the Tennessee 
Valley Authority.

Senator McKellar also 
led the fight against moving 
the headquarters of the 
Tennessee Valley Authority 
elsewhere.  There were 
persistent efforts to relocate 
the TVA headquarters, 
especially by Alabama’s 
U. S. senators.  McKellar 
remained absolutely 
opposed to relocating the 
TVA or any other Federal 
installation from Tennessee 
and his power inside the 
United States Senate helped 
to protect the Volunteer 
State.

The private power 
companies fought back, 
challenging the legality 
of the TVA in the courts, 
including the Tennessee 
State Supreme Court and 
the Supreme Court of the 
United States.  Both high 
courts upheld the legality of 
the TVA.  

When Senator McKellar’s 
record regarding the 
Tennessee Valley came 
under attack, McKellar 
produced a letter signed by 
every member of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee 
attesting to his effectiveness 
in keeping the agency alive 
and fully funded.  Without 
Kenneth McKellar, his 
power inside the Senate, the 
Tennessee Valley Authority 
would certainly not have 
prospered as it did.  McKellar 
was instrumental in making 
the TVA successful, as 
well as bringing the atomic 
energy project to Oak 
Ridge.  Knoxville would be 
a very different place to live 
today without both of those 
entities.

A Feudin’ Son of Tennessee:

Kenneth McKellar

By Ray Hill
rayhill865@gmail.com
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Tennessee Governor Prentice Cooper pins a button on the lapel of Senator K. D. McKellar as Senator Tom Stewart 
watches.
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I don’t care what they think

believe that we have an appointed 
time to die. I get that. I really do. 
But we’ve got to make it clear to 
our kids that every day people 
die BEFORE their time because 
of their own poor choices or 
because of someone else’s poor 
choices. We’ve got to suffer the 
consequences of our sin. It is not 
okay to get behind the wheel of 
a car, behave irresponsibly, and 
spout off about how “we all go 
when it’s our time.” I’ve known 
a lot of beautiful souls who were 
taken before their time and if 

someone said to me that “it was 
just her time,” it would proba-
bly be the last words they ever 
said to me. We have to teach our 
kids to love their own lives and 
respect all life and to protect 
and honor life by being safe. “He 
who gains Wisdom loves his own 
life; he who keeps understand-
ing shall prosper and find good.” 
Proverbs 19: 8 I wish wisdom 
could have come from some-
thing other than traffic school, 
but – you do the crime, you pay 
the time. Drive safe, everybody.

Teacher goes to 
Traffic School

By Sarah Baker
bakers@knoxfocus.com 

Author Tom Jester and photog-
rapher Don Dudenbostel were on 
hand at Union Avenue books on 
Saturday, September 8 to discuss 
their book “Popcorn Sutton: The 
Making and Marketing of a Hillbilly 
Hero.” For three years before the 
suicide of Popcorn Sutton, writer 
Tom Wilson Jester and photog-
rapher Don Dudenbostel record-
ed the complex life of Popcorn 
through photographs, digital 
soundtracks, and writings. 

The text and 70 black and 
white photographs give an up 
close look taking you beyond the 
myth of this legendary moon-
shiner. In this book, you will find 
Popcorn’s handwritten recipe for 
making moonshine and detailed 
photographs of his moon shin-
ing operation taken one and a 
half hours prior to the still burn-
ing to the ground and his arrest. 
Popcorn Sutton is probably the 
most famous Appalachian moon-
shiner of all time. Still Jester and 
Dudenbostel provide the reader 
with a side of Popcorn Sutton we 
don’t know. 

With a smile on his face, Jester 

describes Sutton as a “narcissis-
tic sociopath you wouldn’t want 
your wife to meet on the street.” 
When asked why he thinks people 
are so enamored with Sutton, he 
suggests that people are just 
drawn to bad boys even old hillbil-
ly ones. He explains that he didn’t 
set out to romanticize Sutton or to 
defend him, but “just to tell the 
story.” 

Indeed, Jester and Dudenbostel 
are full of interesting stories. As 
part of an educational program 
called “Vanishing Appalachia,” 
they have become experts and 
educated the public on Popcorn 
Sutton, cock fighting, cross burn-
ing, and snake handling. They’ve 
met some very interesting char-
acters and they don’t judge any 
of them. Sutton even once asked 
Dudenbostel to bail him out of jail 
and loan him money for a new still. 
“I just couldn’t do it,” he explained. 
“I wanted to keep my house 
and my wife.” “Popcorn Sutton: 
The Making and Marketing of a 
Hillbilly Hero” is available at Union 
Avenue Books, East Tennessee 
Historical Society, Earth to Old 
City and Amazon.com. 

The Hillbilly Hero

You know those signs 
that you’re getting old?  
It seems like they come 
around more frequently 
these days. In particu-
lar, comments, stares, 
and sneering laughter 
come my way all too 
often. The question with 
which I struggle is how 
to react to them. 

On vacation this 
summer, I was the butt of smirks 
and laughs. They came because 
of my attire. Amy bought me a pair 
of canvas slip-ons last year. While 
they are comfortable and make the 
chore of removing shoes in the air-
port much easier, the things rub blis-
ters on my heels and toes. For that 
reason, I wear short white socks 
with them, the kind that come right 
to the top of the shoe. In the airport 
in Mexico, a couple passed me. 
The man didn’t think I was paying 

attention, and he tapped 
his female companion’s 
arm and pointed at my 
feet. Then he muttered 
something, and they both 
laughed. Hey, at least I 
wasn’t wearing calf-high 
back socks!

My hair line is racing 
to reach the crown of 
my head in world record 
time. Folks politely tell 

me that I still have lots of hair, but 
the truth to that statement is that 
most of it is in a rim. At any rate, 
the sun burns my exposed scalp 
to the point that I wear hats when-
ever I go outside. Comments and 
jokes abound about my goofy look-
ing lids. Of course, asides about 
my ever-advancing baldness flavor 
the quips. 

Worst of all, family and friends 
cut off some of my stories. They are 
little pearls of wisdom or snippets 

of humor that I want to share with 
those who are important in my life. 
Sometimes folks are polite and 
allow me to finish the tale; at other 
times they silence me in mid-sto-
ry with “we’ve heard that a hun-
dred times” or “yeah, you told us.’ 
Hey, I know (most of the time) that 
I’ve related one of these gems, 
but sometimes they are valuable 
enough to bear repeating. 

How’s an aging individual to 
respond to such slights and insults? 
Righteous indignation doesn’t do 
much to change things. In fact, 

most young people accept that 
such expressions of displeasure 
are just a part of an oldster’s life. 
Depression is another reaction to 
comments made by those young 
whippersnappers, but I’ll never 
let them determine my mood in 
life. Sometimes, my middle finger 
itches to stand at attention in a 
salute to a youth’s disrespect, but 
Mama always told me doing so 
wasn’t nice. 

The truth is that the older I grow, 
the less I care what others think 
of or about me. At this point, life 

is much too short to waste time 
or energy on folks who ridicule or 
make fun. Before they can blink 
their eyes, the years will catch up 
with them, and then they will be the 
ones who are being pointed at. You 
know what they say about karma! 

I’ll cover my head with any hat I 
choose. I’ll continue to speak my 
truth, regardless of how boring it 
might be to others. Last of all, I’ll 
wear sock with my beach shoes any 
time I want to. Anyone who doesn’t 
like it can pucker up. 

By Joe Rector
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By Alex Norman

The Central Bobcats and 
the Karns Beavers have each 
had their struggles so far this 
season.

Last Thursday night, the 
struggles continued for 
Karns.

Led by a monster effort 
from the Central offensive line 
and running back Jajuan Stin-
son, the Bobcats knocked off 
the Beavers 34-14.

The Bobcats got the first 
break of the game in the first 
quarter. Karns quarterback 
Matt Nauman threw a pass 
that receiver Monte Munsey 
couldn’t handle.  The foot-
ball ricocheted off Munsey’s 
helmet, right into the hands of 
Central defensive back Cedric 
Washington, who returned it 
17 yards to the Karns 18 yard 
line.

On the very next play, Cen-
tral quarterback Xavier John-
son threw deep for Markieus 
Campbell, who appeared to 
drop the football when he 

made contact with the ground 
in the end zone. The officials 
gave him credit for the recep-
tion, and the Bobcats were 
up 7-0.

But the Beavers weren’t 
flustered. Nauman led the 
Beavers on a 10 play, 80 
yard drive, culminating with a 
10 yard Nauman to Nathan 
Rivera touchdown pass, and 
with 3:00 to go in the first 
quarter, the game was tied 
at 7, and it looked like this 
would be a very competitive 
contest.

Instead, the Bobcats took 
control. On the final play of 
the first quarter, Stinson 
broke a tackle at the line of 
scrimmage, got the sideline, 
and run 56 yards for the go-
ahead score, putting Central 
up 14-7.

Midway through the second 
quarter, Central was putting 
the football back to Karns 
at midfield. Bobcats punter 
Corey Plont was bumped by 

By Ken Lay 

West High School had plenty 
to celebrate Friday night. For 
starters the Rebels spoiled 
Farragut’s homecoming and in 
doing so, the Rebels snapped 
a seven-game losing streak to 
the Admirals.

West may have nabbed a 
crucial 21-14 District 4-AAA vic-
tory over Farragut at Bill Clabo 

Field but early it looked like Far-
ragut was going to continue to 
be a house of nightmares for 
the Rebels.

But West and senior quarter-
back Ryan Francis managed to 
overcome three first-half turn-
overs and a 7-0 deficit to win a 
pivotal district game.

Things started miserably for 
the Rebels (3-1 overall, 1-1 in 

the district). Francis, who was 
a one-man wrecking crew for 
the Rebels, threw an intercep-
tion on the second play from 
scrimmage.

Farragut defensive back 
Jake Bruce picked off Francis’ 
pass and gave the Admirals 
the ball on the Rebels’ 40-yard 
line. From there, the Admirals 
marched six plays and scored 

the game’s first touchdown 
when Bryan Phillips connect-
ed with Christian Jetton from 
22 yards out. Jonathan King’s 
extra point gave the home team 
a 7-0 lead less than three min-
utes into the contest.

“It’s human nature to think, 
‘here we go again,’ “Rebels 
coach Scott Cummings said. 
“Every time we play Farragut, 

they always play us tough 
and it seems like everything 
that could go wrong does go 
wrong.”

Luckily, for West, Murphy’s 
Law didn’t stay in effect long as 
the Rebels answered on their 
next drive and knotted the 
game on Francis’ 2-yard scor-
ing plunge with 3:26 left in the 
opening quarter. 

That would prove to be 
the last score of a first half in 
which Bruce recovered a Fran-
cis fumble before leaving the 
game with a leg injury.

In the second half, West 
took control. The Rebels took 
a 14-7 lead as they cashed in 
an Admirals’ turnover. An inter-
ception by Nathan Cottrell gave 
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By David Klein

The Fulton Falcons rode the 
athleticism of their star play-
makers on offense Friday 
night on their way to a 55-0 
win over the visiting Pigeon 
Forge Tigers. The Falcons 
averaged nearly 17 yards per 
play, and quarterback Penny 
Smith was perfect on the 
night, recording a pass effi-
ciency rating of 794.

It was the Penny Smith 
show in the first half for the 
Fulton Falcons as he threw 
for 131 yards and three 
touchdowns. All of his three 

completions went for touch-
downs. Fulton had four one-
play touchdowns, including 
their first three touchdowns. 
Xavier Hawkins had one 
rushing touchdown and two 
receiving touchdowns. Run-
ning back Daryl Rollins scored 
three touchdowns on 98 yards 
rushing. Domonique Williams 
had one touchdown for Fulton 
in the first half, a 50-yard 
touchdown catch from Smith. 
Jolante Castle had the eighth 
Falcon touchdown. Fulton led 
Pigeon Forge 55-0 at the end 

By Curtis Trotter

If the first nine plays from 
scrimmage that Gatlinburg-
Pittman displayed Friday night 
against Gibbs was anything at 
all, it was a foreshadowing of 
things to come all night long 
in the District 3-AA match up. 
GP, who had dropped two non-
district games to out of state 
powerhouse teams in Swain 
County N.C. and Knox Central 
KY., bounced back in a big 
way when they turned sopho-
more tailback Michael Muszik 
loose to carry the load for the 
Highlanders. Muszik, who 
seemed to explode out of the 
gates from the opening whis-
tle, didn’t stop all night in the 
42-7 victory over the state’s 
6th ranked team.

Scoring started first for the 
the Highlanders when Muszik 
carried his team to a 7-0 lead 
at the 8:33 mark in the first 
frame of play. Gibbs countered 

with a blazing run and score 
moments later on a Ty Brew-
ton 57-yard dash to knot the 
contest at 7-7. That’s when 
GP turned up its defense and 
decided that would be the 
only time the visiting Eagles 
would even see pay-dirt for 
the rest of the game. Muszik, 
who would later see the end 
zone on two more runs of 8 
and 46 yards, was assisted by 
quarterback Tanner Cox who 
tossed for a score and ran 
for one as well. Clay England 
scooped up a loose ball on a 
defensive play and sealed the 
win on GP’s final dagger and 
score that sent the Highlander 
faithful into chaotic cheer. 

GP’s legendary Head Coach 
of 40 years Benny Hammonds 
was all smiles after the 1-0 
district start. “I can’t tell you 
how proud I am of these young 
men. We came into this game 
all banged up. These kids 

stepped up tonight and played 
GP football.” 

Hammonds continued, 
“Coach Brad Conley brought 
an outstanding football team 
over here tonight. Gibbs had 
plenty of offensive weapons 
that we knew we had to shut 
down defensively. Coach (Neil) 
Estes had a good game plan 
tonight that our defensive unit 
played into. I’m proud of the 
kids.”

Conley, who took his team 
to the play-offs last season, 
had the services of all-star 
quarterback Jay Cade avail-
able all evening long. The GP 
defense just contained him in 
almost a ‘textbook-like form’ 
from the opening kickoff.

 Conley praised the effort 
of Hammonds and his staff: 
“Coach Hammonds has done 
this a long time. I knew with 
this being their home opener 
they would come to play 

tonight. Honestly, we just got 
‘out toughed’ and ‘out played’ 
overall. We were somewhat 
banged up coming in here and 
knew it would be tough.”

 According to the Gibbs 
mentor, the team was expect-
ed to pick back up Saturday to 
look at film and prepare for yet 
another huge battle next week 
when they host the state’s #1 
ranked team, CAK. Conley 
acknowledged the importance 
of his team’s resilience. “We 
have to bounce back. We have 
to become a tougher football 
team. We haven’t faced a lot 
of adversity this year. Tonight 
we faced our fair share. We’ve 
got to learn and grow from 
this. We just have to,” Conley 
concluded.

Muszik, who carried the ball 
35 times for the Highlanders, 
racked up nearly 300 yards on 
the ground. Hammonds told 

West ends long drought against Admirals

Photo by James sPears. 

Caleb Wood of Gibbs makes the tackle on a Gibbs Pittman runner.

Eagles Grounded in the Highlands Fulton Comes Out Fast, 
Wins 55-0

Central takes out 
Karns 34-14
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Weekly  achievements for 
Tuesday, Club 55, September 
4, 2012
 
High Game Scratch-Male
 249 Hubert Gusby
225 Stanley Taylor
204 Bill McMillan
 
High Series Scratch-Male
 645 Hubert Gusby
589 Stanley Taylor
548 Gene Almon
 
High Game Scratch-Female
 212 Ruthie Rogers
183 Betty Phillips
171 Linda Worth

 High Series Scratch-Female
491 Linda Worth
485 Ruthie Rogers
477 Sherry Van Meter
 
Wednesday Club 55:
High Game Scratch-Male
253 Bill Byrge
246 Charlie Murphy
242 Hubert Gusby
 
High Series Scratch-Male
678 Don George
644 David Peigh
604 Hubert Gusby
 
High Game Scratch-Female
192 Carolyn McGill
183 Kathy Cate
161 Loretta Clark
 
High Series Scratch-Female
 521 Carolyn McGill
493 Kathy Cate

454 Cleo Sideris

Thursday No-Tap:
High Game Scratch-Male
300 Gary Wilson
288 Billy Majors
286 Ricky Spiva
 
High Series Scratch-Male
815 Gary Wilson
793 Ricky Spiva
754 Bill Byrge
 
High Game Scratch-Female
256 Maria Mills
218 Betty Phillips
207 Ella Dowling
 
High Series Scratch-Female
598 Maria Mills
557 Bobbie Fisher
552 Betty Phillips

Cont. from page 1

By Bill Mynatt, 
Radio Voice of Powell Panther 
Football on AM 620 WRJZ
PowellFootballRadioVoice@yahoo.com 

When a high school football team 
scores over 40 points they gener-
ally expect to win the game. For the 
second time this season, Anderson 
County score more than 40 points, 
but for the second time this season 
they lost a game in which they scored 
over 40 as the Powell Panthers won 
48-43 on Friday in a game that saw 
nearly 1,000 yard of offense between 
the two teams. 

Early on, it appeared that the Pan-
thers would be in complete control, as 
they lead 14-0 at the end of the first 
quarter, and then 20-6 with 9:24 to go 
in the second period. 

Powell took the opening kickoff and 
went 84 yards in nine plays, scoring the 
game’s first points on a two yard Mon-
tario Washington run. Austin Rogers’ 
kick made the score 7-0. Then after an 
AC fumble and Panther recovery, it took 
just two plays to get on the board again 
when junior quarterback Hagen Owenby 
hit wide receiver Marcus Weaver with a 
pass in the flat and Weaver turned it 
up the field for a 50 yard score. Rog-
er’s again added the point after, and 
the score was 14-0 at the 6:25 mark 
of the 1st. 

AC scored its first points just two 
plays in to the second stanza when 
Micah Hodge found Bradley Strickland 
from 3 yards out, putting the finish on 
an 11 play, 74 yard drive. Corey Mor-
gan’s kick was wide, however, and AC 
had cut the Powell lead to 14-6. 

The Panthers answered on a quick 
four play, 56 yard drive – taking just a 
minute and fifty six seconds to com-
plete. Washington scored again, this 
time from 13 yards away. Rogers’ kick 
was blocked but the Panthers seemed 
to be in control, leading 20-6 with 9:24 
to go in the first half.

Not entirely the case, however.
Anderson County would own the rest 

of the half by putting 17 straight points 
on the board to take a 23-20 lead. 

The first score came on an 18-yard 
reverse run by Eric Foust at the 6:32 
mark. Morgan’s point after made the 
score 20-13.

AC struck again with 2:57 to go when 
Hodge hit Strickland for the second 
time, this time from 11 yards. That 
score came after a quick 73-yard drive 
that took just four plays. Morgan’s kick 
knotted the score at 20.

Then after Powell failed to move the 
chains and punted back to the Mav-
ericks, Hodge directed another quick 
scoring drive – this time going 65 yards 
on nine plays in just 1:36. Morgan’s 19 

yard field goal with three seconds left in 
the half gave the Mavs a 23-20 lead at 
the half, and AC would be receiving the 
kickoff to start the second half. 

The first half numbers looked like 
numbers from many entire games, with 
Powel putting 240 yards of offense in 
the books, and AC 256. Neither defense 
could figure out the other. That trend 
continued in to the second half. 

AC took the kickoff to start the 
second half, and looked like it would 
extend the lead as it drove 56 yards in 
just six plays to the Powell 20. The drive 
was thwarted, however, when Panther 
linebacker Jacob Bezark made a spec-
tacular interception at the 2-yard line. 
Hodge had a receiver open in the end 
zone, but slightly under threw the pass, 
and Bezark made the pick while lying 
on the ground. 

Taking over at its own 2, Powell didn’t 
take long to regain the lead. 

On the 4th play of the drive, Owenby 
made the correct read on the option 
and kept the football. Running behind 
the right side of his offensive line – 
guard Jacob Anderson and tackle 
Anthony Rivera – Owenby got free and 
outran the secondary 83 yards to the 
end zone. Rogers kick put the Panthers 
back on top 27-23. 

That lead was very short lived, how-
ever. 

AC’s powerful running back, Andy 
Long, scored the first of his three 
second half touchdowns on a 10 yard 
run with 5:01 to go in the third. Mor-
gan’s kick put the Mavs back on top 
30-27.

Then lightning struck in the form 
of junior Tyshawn Gardin for the Pan-
thers. The 5’7” and 155 Gardin took 
the ensuing kickoff and sprinted 78 
yards untouched through the AC kick 
cover team for a touchdown. Rogers’ 
kick helped the Panthers regain the 
lead at 34-30.

After the ensuing kickoff sailed out 
of bounds, AC opted to take the ball 
at the 35 rather than have Powell re-
kick from five yards back. Good deci-
sion by Maverick coach Davy Gillum. On 
the first play, Long took a handoff and 
broke multiple tackles up the middle, 
and then found himself all along in the 
secondary. The big guy showed a burst 
of speed, and didn’t stop until he had 
gone 65 yards to score. Morgan’s kick 
was blocked by Jonathan Strozyk, how-
ever, and AC led again 36-34. 

Needing to answer, the Panthers did 
just that, as they returned the kickoff 
to the 46, and then started a nine play, 
56 yard drive that ate four minutes of 
clock. Powell scored again on a 1-yard 
Washington run, and after Rogers’ 
kick, the Panthers had regained the 

lead 41-36. That score held in to the 
4th quarter. 

After making a defensive stop early 
in the 4th, Powell started a drive that 
would give them a huge two score 
lead.

Washington’s third TD run of the 
game, this time from nine yards – beat-
ing two would be tacklers to the end 
zone – gave Powell that coveted two 
score lead. The run ended a 13 play 
drive covering 72 yards and consuming 
6:16 of clock. After Rogers’ point after, 
Powell now led 48-36 with 5:32 to go 
in the game. 

After an exchange of punts, Powell 
was stopped near midfield, and opted 
to punt and try to pin the Mavericks 
deep in their own territory. It looked 
like the Panthers had sealed the game 
when the punt was fumbled and the 
Panthers recovered inside the AC 10. 
The play was “nullified;” however, as an 
official claimed that he blew an inadver-
tent whistle while the ball was in the air. 
After a long conference that included 
several of the officials, a “do over” was 
granted and Powell had to punt again. 

“I’ve never seen that happen before,” 
Powell coach Derek Rang said of the 
decision to replay the down. “I’m not 
exactly sure how they came to that 
determination, but that’s what hap-
pened.” 

The decision hurt the Panthers. 
Instead of having the ball with a chance 
to put the game away, AC scored again, 
this time on Long’s 3rd TD run of the 
half, from 10 yards away. AC went 65 
yards in eight plays, using just 2:49 of 
clock. After Morgan’s kick, everybody 
in the stadium knew an onsides kick 
attempt would be coming with AC trail-
ing 48-43 and just 2:43 left on the 
game clock. 

Morgan’s onsides attempt was 
recovered by Powell and the Panthers 
took over at its own 49. Powell failed to 
move the chains, however, and punted 
to the AC 8. The Mavericks had 1:08 
left and one time out, needing to score 
a touchdown. 

In five plays AC moved the football to 
the Powell 35, but on the game’s final 
play, freshman Darel Middleton – all 
6’5” and 225 pounds of him – chased 
Hodge down from behind as Hodge was 
rolling to his right looking for a receiv-
er. Before Hodge could get rid of the 
ball, Middleton sacked Hodge as the 
clock expired, sending the entire Pan-
ther team clad in its new orange jer-
seys on the field in celebration as the 
Panthers defeated AC for the third con-
secutive time. 

An exciting and entertaining game 
came to a close with the home team 
hanging on to win. 

According to former Panther coach-
es, the last time Powell wore orange jer-
seys was in 1986. Friday night Powell 
warmed up in their normal black jer-
seys, before changing in to the orange 
shirts just before coming on to the field 
for kickoff. 

Offense was the word in this foot-
ball game. Between the two teams 
there was a first down made every 2.4 
plays, and there was an average of 7.3 
yards gained every time the ball was 
snapped. 

Powell accumulated 479 yards of 
offense to AC’s 474. AC picked up an 
incredible 33 first downs, and Powell 
22.

Individually Owenby had a huge 
night, rushing for 156 yards on 18 car-
ries. He also threw for 217 yards on the 
strength of a seven of 10 passing per-
formance. Washington added 92 yards 
on the ground on 18 tries, and the three 
touchdown runs. 

Weaver had a stellar night catching 
the football, making his 3 receptions 
count for 84 yards. 

For AC, Long was his normal solid 
self, rushing for 103 yards on 17 carries 
and three touchdown runs of his own. 

Hodge had an outstanding game 

throwing the football, completing 22 of 
his 40 attempts for 313 yards. His favor-
ite receiver on the night was Strickland, 
who hauled in nine of Hodge’s passes 
for 121 yards and two TDs. 

Senior Austin Bryd, who played his 
freshman and sophomore years at 
Powell and then his junior year at Knox-
ville Central, caught four of Hodge’s 
passes for 89 yards. 

AC falls to 1-4 on the season, and 
drops to 1-2 in District 3AAA play. They 
play at winless Halls on Friday. 

Powell improves to 4-1, and 2-1. The 
Panthers travel to Karns this Thursday 
evening to take on the Beavers in a dis-
trict contest. You can hear that game 
beginning with the Panther Pre-Game 
Show at 7 p.m. on AM 620 WRJZ and 
streaming at www.PowellPanthersFoot-
ball.com. 

The Panther home crowd was a 
raucus as any in recent memory. The 
Panther team certainly took notice. 

“They were incredible”, senior offen-
sive tackle Anthony Rivera told me after 
the game. “They were especially loud 
on that last drive and it made a huge 
difference in the game.”

the Rebels possession at the 
Farragut 37. The Rebels then 
engineered a 6-play drive that 
ended with a 9-yard scoring 
run by Seth Marshall midway 
through the frame.

The Rebels took a 21-7 lead 
when Francis threw a 25-yard 
touchdown pass to Isaiah Pat-
rick. The scoring pass culminat-
ed a 12-play 90-yard drive that 
consumed five minutes.

Cummings said that the 
Rebels’ ground attack was the 
difference.

“We were able to play a little 
more physically,” he said. “We 
ran the ball successfully.”

Francis added that he was 
glad to see the streak come to 
an end.

“The utmost respect goes to 
Farragut,” Francis said. “They’re 
a great ball club.

“Last year, this loss really 
hurt us as far as home-field 
advantage [in the playoffs]. It 
was good to finally come out 
and beat them once.”

The Admirals scored the 
game’s final TD when Phillips 
threw a 4-yard touchdown pass 
to Jetton.

The loss was tough for Far-
ragut, which has an open date 
this week. But the setback in no 
way puts an end to the season.

“We fought good,” Jetton 
said. “We have a bye coming 
up but we’re not going to take 
any days off. This is not the end 
of the season for us.”

West ends long drought 

Powell survives offensive shootout with Anderson County, 48-43

The Focus how proud he 
was of the effort: “Michael 
ran like a true back 
tonight. That’s the kind of 
GP football we use to run. 
It was touching to see a 
sophomore run like he did. 
At 6’2” and 245 pounds, 
you have to be impressed 
with his effort. With him 
only being 15 years old, 
it’s going to be exciting to 
watch him.” 

Gibbs will return home 
Friday with the CAK match 
up, while GP will play host 
to Unicoi County and a 
homecoming crowd. Kick-
off is set for 7:30.

Eagles 
Grounded 

of the first half.
To start off the scoring bar-

rage, Fulton forced a Tigers 
fumble, recovering it at the 
Tiger 28-yard line. Smith found 
Hawkins behind the defense on 
a play-action pass for a 28-yard 
touchdown.

Forcing a three-and out, 
Fulton got the ball back at their 
47-yard line. Smith lofted anoth-
er pass to Hawkins, who again 
got behind the defense, beating 
two defenders on the play for a 
53-yard touchdown. It was 14-0 
Falcons with 8:22 left in the first 
quarter.

The Tigers still couldn’t pick 

up a first down. They punted 
the ball back to the Falcons. 
This time, Smith handed it off 
to Hawkins in the backfield. He 
took the draw play 52 yards for 
the touchdown and a 21-0 lead. 
It was the third consecutive one-
play touchdown drive. The game 
was getting ugly fast.

Rollins then got the ball roll-
ing for the Falcons. Aided by a 
facemask penalty on Pigeon 
Forge, the Falcons got down in 
Tiger territory. Rollins scored 
on a 5-yard touchdown run for 
a 28-0 lead. Following a quick 
three-and-out by Pigeon Forge, 
Rollins struck gold again. He 
took a handoff then outran 
Tiger defenders for a 54-yard 

touchdown. The Falcons missed 
the extra point but led 34-0 at 
the end of the first quarter.

Rollins spoke highly of the 
offense and the offensive line. 
“We came out ready to play,” 
Rollins said. “I believe if the line 
keeps on blocking the way they 
do, hey anybody can have a 
good game,” he added.

Fulton tacked on 21 more 
points in the second quarter. 
Smith threw the first one, a 
50-yard touchdown to Williams. 
That would be Smith’s last pass 
of the evening, and it put Fulton 
up 41-0. He finished a perfect 
three for three and three touch-
downs.

Rollins scored his third 

touchdown, a 22-yard run with 
7:26 left in the second quarter. 
The final score of the evening 
was Jolante Castle’s one-yard 
run. That made it 55-0 Fulton.

In his post game comments, 
Fulton Head Coach Rob Black 
singled out Xavier Hawkins as 
a key factor on offense. “Xavier 
Hawkins, obviously one of our 
speed guys, we were able to 
get the ball in his hands, which 
was the plan early in the game, 
and he made the big plays for 
us tonight.”

Fulton improves to 3-1 and 
will travel to Rhea County next 
week. Pigeon Forge falls to 1-3 
and hosts Grainger County.

Fulton Comes Out Fast, Wins 55-0

Photo by eriC Kennedy.

Powell wide receiver Marcus Weaver (#3 in orange) celebrates with one 
of the Panther coaches after Weaver’s 50 yard touchdown reception on 
Friday night.  Powell won a barn burner at home against Anderson 
County 48-43.

randy mcnally
becky duncan massey

stacey Campfield
Frank nicely

ryan haynes
bill dunn
steve hall

harry brooks
roger Kane

Gary Loe
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Karns senior Trevor Towe. 
The officials felt it was worthy 
of a personal foul flag, giving 
the Bobcats 15 yards and a 
key first down to extend their 
drive.

And Central took full 
advantage.  Johnson avoid-
ed pressure and ran it in 
from 14 yards away, giving 
Central a 21-7 lead, and that 
was where the game stood 
at halftime.

The Beavers needed to 
get something going to start 
the second half. Instead, it 
was once again the Bobcats 
making a key play. Nauman 
threw down the sideline for 
Rivera, but the coverage was 
too good from Central senior 
Gavin Adams. He made the 
interception at the Central 
45 yard line.

One play later, Central 
made Karns pay. Stinson 
broke a tackle, and then 
ran away from the Karns 
defense, sprinting 55 yards 
for the touchdown, and Cen-
tral was on top 27-7.

And Stinson wasn’t fin-
ished.  With 4:10 to go in the 
third quarter, Stinson broke 

multiple tackle at the line of 
scrimmage, and once he got 
some daylight, it was over. 
27 yards later, the Bobcats 
lead was 34-7. 

Give Karns credit, because 
they didn’t quit. Nauman 
and Rivera hooked up once 
again… this time a 20 yard 
pass play to the end zone, 
pulling Karns within 20 
points with less than 10 min-
utes to go.

But the Beavers would get 
no closer.  Central’s 34-14 
win increased their record 
to 2-3, and perhaps most 
importantly, to 2-1 in Dis-
trict 3-AAA. The Beavers fell 
to 1-4, and 1-2 in District 
3-AAA.

Stinson’s numbers?  Not 
too shabby for a nights work. 
He rushed for 221 yards on 
14 carries… and three touch-
downs.

The Bobcats will try to 
make it three wins in a row on 
Friday night when they host 
Hardin Valley. The Beavers 
will host Powell in a game 
that is close to being a must 
win if the Beavers want to 
have any chance of advanc-
ing to the postseason.

Once upon a 
time, Golden Bears 
romped atop the 
ridge above Lons-
dale.

Panthers snarled 
in other areas 
besides Powell. In 
fact, some were on 

the prowl in East Knoxville, not very 
far from downtown.

A little farther east, there used 
to be battles between Mountain-
eers and Warriors, sometimes 
taking place close to streets named 
Chilhowee, Indian, Iroquois and 
Mohawk.

Across the river, South Knoxville 
has always been like a town of its 
own. One side of Chapman Highway 
was long known for swarming Yel-
lowjackets. On the other side, there 
was a Rocket that attracted atten-
tion. And believe it or not, where Pio-
neers once settled, Cherokees now 
live.

Have you caught on to my story 
yet? Maybe so, if you’re from an 
older generation.

For the younger, like CAK quar-
terback Charlie High and the pres-
ent day Warriors – their nickname 
comes from a Biblical reference – 
what you’ve been reading are some 
of the nicknames of high school 
football teams that once played in 
this area.

At least 10 high schools have 
come and gone over the years in 
Knoxville and Knox County . . . the 
Rule Golden Bears, the Austin Pan-
thers, the East Mountaineers, the 
Holston Warriors, the Young Yel-
lowjackets, the South Rockets, the 

Doyle Pioneers.
The list of departed also includes 

the South-Young Trojans, a consoli-
dation of rivals South and Young. 
South-Young eventually merged 
with Doyle to form the present day 
South-Doyle Cherokees.

It appears all the school changes 
over the years in South Knoxville 
have strengthened the unity of the 
people in that area, as South-Doyle 
High proudly announces on its web 
site that it “shares a history” with 
the three former schools.

That’s good to see. There are a lot 
of past players, cheerleaders and 
band members that shouldn’t be 
left out, even though their school 
is gone.

In our research, we found that 
Knoxville High School and Stair Tech 
were the first local high schools to 
close, more than two generations 
ago.

If Hardin Valley Academy is the 
new kid on the block as far as high 
school football goes today, Knoxville 
High was the granddaddy.

With school closings, athletic pro-
grams came to an end, including 
some great football traditions.

The Knoxville High School Trojans 
were recognized as state champions 
for three consecutive years (1942 
through 1944) as they were No. 1 in 
the Tennessee Litkenhous Ratings. 
The Trojans were perennial Top 10 
finishers in the state. In 1950, its 
final season, 
Knoxville High 
was 10-1.

Rule High 
also was often 
a force to be 

reckoned with on the gridiron and 
was Class AA state runner-up in 
1980, losing 21-20 at mighty Brent-
wood Academy. This was in the days 
when public schools and private 
schools competed against each 
other in the state playoffs.

Brentwood Academy was a pri-
vate school powerhouse. Coach Bob 
Polston’s boys were just plain tough. 
I was fortunate to cover the show-
down for The Knoxville Journal.

Population growth and decline in 
different areas created the need 
for new schools and the closing of 
others over time.

After Knoxville High closed in the 
spring of 1950, four high schools 
– East, South, West and Fulton – 
opened in the fall of 1951.

Integration brought the end to two 
schools – Austin and East – and the 
birth of a new one in 1968 – Aus-
tin-East.

South and Young were consolidat-
ed in 1976 and South-Young merged 
with Doyle in 1991. That same year 
saw Holston and Rule close.

Through the years, many local 
high schools have had to move into 
bigger buildings because of over-
flowing enrollments but didn’t lose 
their names or traditions.

Other schools were dealt a dif-
ferent fate. But those that are gone 
are not forgotten. There are suc-
cess stories behind each one worth 
recalling.

In the weeks ahead, we hope to 
bring you some of those. Like the 
story of the South High Rocket that 
still stands today. Really.

The end.

Cont. from page 1

By Steve 
Williams

Vols shake off the past, set the tone 

By Ken Lay 

Keeghan Francis pro-
vided just the right 
offensive punch for the 
West High girls soccer 
team early last week.

Francis, the Lady 
Rebels’ sophomore for-
ward, scored two goals 
in the first 17 min-
utes to lead West to a 
5-0 victory over Powell 
on Monday, Sept. 10 
at Bill Wilson Field.

“She did some great 
things,” Lady Rebels 
coach Sonny Trotter said 
of Francis. “I thought 
we played really well.

“I knew that this 
would be a tough game 
for us because Powell 
always plays us tough 
and they’ve been play-
ing pretty well.”

The Lady Panthers had 
the first scoring oppor-
tunity but Lady Rebels’ 
goalkeeper Keegan 
McCoy made a big save.

From there, Francis 
enabled West to take 
control. Francis scored 
an unassisted goal in 
the fifth minute to give 
the Lady Rebels a 1-0 
lead. She extended the 
Lady Rebels’ advan-
tage 12 minutes later 
when she took a pass 
from Rachel Ryan and 
promptly banged the 
ball past Powell net-
minder Carlee Rose.

That was all the scor-
ing in the first half but 
West controlled the 
tempo and held posses-
sion throughout the first 
40 minutes. The Lady 
Rebels outshot the Lady 
Panthers 9-3 in the first 

half. West could’ve really 
made things miserable 
for the Lady Panthers but 
the Lady Rebels couldn’t 
find their shooting touch.

The Lady Panthers 
missed a golden oppor-
tunity early in the 
second half when McCoy 
stopped a point-blank 
shot by Sara Groos.

The Lady Rebels final-
ly found their shoot-
er’s touch in the second 
half. Allie Marret , West 
High’s freshman mid-
fielder , gave the home 
team a 3-0 lead in the 
63rd minute. Francis 
picked up an assist on 
West’s third marker.

Raina Fitzpatrick 
scored in the 64th minute 
before Megan Wall 
closed out the scoring 
in the 67th minute and 
West would cruise.

Powell coach Mark 
Smith said his team just 
wasn’t ready for West 
High’s potent attack.

“We had a rough 
night,” Smith said. 
“That’s all I can say.

“We just weren’t pre-
pared for this game.”

West got its week off 
to a fast start but the 
good times didn’t last 
long as the Lady Rebels 
dropped a 3-0 District 
4-AAA decision to Cath-
olic Wednesday night 
at Blaine Stadium.

The Lady Irish (3-3-2) 
got goals from Camille 
Mancini, Melissa Vargas 
and Molly Dwyer.

West, which fell to 
4-2-1, was outshot 15-5 
in Wednesday’s match.

Central takes out 
Karns 34-14

West overcomes 
Powell on soccer 

field

The South High School Rocket eventually landed at Mooreland Heights Elementary School, where it is honored 
today. “It’s old, but it’s not forgotten,” said Leslie May, secretary/bookkeeper at Mooreland Heights. South High 
closed in 1975. Reaching its new home in 1994 was quite an adventure for the Rocket, May added.

Gone but not forgotten
Recalling preps of the 

past in our area
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PREP FOOTBALL
WEEK 0WEEK 0WEEK 0 WEEK 1WEEK 1WEEK 1 WEEK 2WEEK 2WEEK 2 WEEK 3WEEK 3WEEK 3 WEEK 4WEEK 4WEEK 4 WEEK 5WEEK 5WEEK 5 WEEK 6WEEK 6WEEK 6 WEEK 7WEEK 7WEEK 7 WEEK 8WEEK 8WEEK 8

HOME 
GAMES 

IN GOLD

CONF.
GAME

WEEK 9WEEK 9WEEK 9 WEEK WEEK WEEK WEEK WEEK WEEK 

vs. Alcoa
L 7-14

vs. 
St.Andrews, 
Sewanee
L 40-66

OPEN

vs. 
GA 

SFDeaf
W 46-22

vs. 
Zion 

Christian
W 53-0

vs. 
SC School 
for Deaf
W 42-6

vs. 
Knoxville 

Halls
W 35-6

vs. 
McClain 
Christian

L 36-6

vs.
DCA

W 42-6

vs.
Alabama 

School for 
Deaf

vs. 
Knoxville 
Catholic

vs.
LA 

School for 
Deaf

vs. 
Ezell-

Harding

vs. 
SC 

School for 
Deaf

vs.
Wesleyan 

School 
GA

vs. 
Miss. 

School for 
Deaf

OPEN

vs. 
Easley 
High 

School

WEBB
Class A, D2

TSD
Class A, D1

vs.
Franklin Rd 
Academy

vs.
Oak Level

vs.
Davidson 
Academy

OPEN

vs. 
Knoxville 

Carter 
W 49-21

vs. 
Anderson 

County 
W 27-13

vs. 
Rockwood

W 12-7

vs.
CAK

L 19-27

OPEN
vs.

FRA
vs.

Greenback
vs.

Tellico 
Plains

vs.
Midway

GCA
Class A, D3

vs.
Harriman

vs.
South 

Pittsburg

vs.
Knoxville

Grace
L 21-49

vs.
Grainger
W 48-14

vs. 
Union
County
W 42-7

vs.
Seymour

L 34-42

vs. 
Austin-

East
W 27-26

vs. 
South 
Doyle

vs. 
Pigeon 
Forge

vs.
Gibbs

vs. 
Knoxville 

Fulton
CARTER

Class AA, D3

vs. 
Gatlinburg-
Pittman

OPEN

vs.
Karns
W 32-14

OPEN
vs.

Morristown
East

W 19-14

vs.
Heritage
W 40-0

vs.
Morristown

West 
W 20-14

vs. 
Knoxville 

Carter 

vs.
Cherokee

vs.
Cocke
County

vs.
Seymour

SOUTH DOYLE
Class AAA, D2

vs.
Sevier
County

vs.
Jefferson
County

vs. 
Knoxville 
Catholic
L 0-35

vs. 
William 
Blount
L 20-30

vs.
Oak 

Ridge
L 6-28

vs. 
Anderson 

County 
W 17-16

vs.
Karns

W 34-14

vs.
Hardin 
Valley

vs.
Clinton

vs. 
Campbell

County 
OPEN

CENTRAL
Class AAA, D3

vs. 
Knoxville 

Powell

vs. 
Knoxville 

Halls

OPEN
vs. 

Sevier
County 
L 14-42

vs. 
Knoxville 

Powell
L 12-55

vs. 
Knoxville 

Webb
L 6-35

vs.
Oak 

Ridge
L 0-35

vs. 
Anderson 

County 

vs.
Karns

vs.
Hardin 
Valley

vs.
Clinton

HALLS
Class AAA, D3

vs. 
Campbell

County 

vs. 
Knoxville 

Central

vs. 
South 
Doyle
L 14-32

vs. 
Knox 

Central (KY)

L 7-14

vs.
Clinton
W 45-24

vs. 
Campbell

County 
L 9-20

vs. 
Knoxville 

Central
L 14-34

vs. 
Knoxville 

Powell

vs. 
Knoxville 

Halls

vs.
Oak 

Ridge

vs. 
Anderson 

County 
KARNS

Class AAA, D3

OPEN
vs.

Hardin 
Valley

vs. 
Dobyns-
Bennett
L 42-14

vs. 
Oak 

Ridge
L 24-28

vs. 
Knoxville 
Catholic
W 34-21

vs.
McMinn 
County

W 23-10

vs. 
Knoxville 

West
L 14-21

OPEN
vs.

Heritage
vs.

Bearden
vs.

Maryville
FARRAGUT
Class AAA, D4

vs. 
Lenoir
City

vs. 
William 
Blount

vs. 
Austin-

East
W 31-15

vs. 
Knoxville 

Fulton
W 27-26

vs.
Maryville

L 33-47

vs.
Morristown

East
W 42-7

vs.
Farragut
W 21-14

OPEN
vs. 

William 
Blount

vs. 
Lenoir
City

vs. 
Knoxville 
Catholic

WEST
Class AAA, D4

vs.
Bearden

vs.
Heritage

vs.
Bearden

L 9-45

vs.
Heritage

W 46-14

OPEN
vs.

Clinton
W 13-10

vs. 
Campbell

County 
W 48-30

vs. 
Knoxville 

Central

vs. 
Knoxville 

Powell

vs. 
Knoxville 

Halls

vs.
Oak 

Ridge
HARDIN VALLEY

Class AAA, D3

vs. 
Anderson 

County 

vs.
Karns

focus

vs.
Morristown

West
W 33-0

vs. 
Knoxville 

West
L 26-27

vs. 
Austin-

East
W 43-7

OPEN
vs. 

Pigeon 
Forge
W 55-0

vs.
Rhea

County

vs.
Gibbs

vs. 
Gatlinburg-
Pittman

vs. 
Knoxville 

Carter
FULTON
Class AA, D3

vs.
Alcoa

vs. 
Union
County

MyVLT2 
RIVALRY 
THURSDAY 
GAME

vs.
Scott

County
W 41-14

vs.
Claiborne
County
W 45-14

vs.
Pigeon 
Forge

W 24-14

vs.
Grainger
W 31-12

vs. 
Gatlinburg-

Pittman 
L  42-7

vs.
CAK

vs. 
Knoxville 

Fulton

vs. 
Knoxville 

Carter
OPEN

GIBBS
Class AA, D3

vs. 
Union 
County

vs. 
Austin-

East

vs. 
Knoxville 

West
L 15-31

vs. 
Knoxville 

Powell
L 14-35

vs. 
Knoxville 

Fulton
L 7-43

vs.
Alcoa
L 12-55

vs.
Knoxville 

Carter
L 26-27

vs. 
Brainerd OPEN

vs. 
Union
County

vs. 
Gatlinburg-

Pittman 
AUSTIN-EAST

Class AA, D3

vs. 
Pigeon 
Forge

vs.
Gibbs

vs.
Rhea

County
W 14-6

vs. 
Austin-

East
W 35-14

vs. 
Knoxville 

Halls
W 55-12

vs.
Oak 

Ridge
L 3-21

vs. 
Anderson 

County 
W 48-43

vs.
Karns

vs.
Hardin
Valley

vs.
Clinton

vs. 
Campbell

County 
POWELL

Class AAA, D3

vs. 
Knoxville 

Central
OPEN

vs. 
Knoxville 

Central
W 35-0

vs.
Cleveland

W 41-26

vs.
Farragut
L 21-34

OPEN
vs. 

William 
Blount

W 33-10

vs. 
Knoxville 

Webb

vs. 
Lenoir
City

vs.
Maryville

vs. 
Knoxville 

West
CATHOLIC
Class AAA, D4

vs.
Heritage

vs.
Bearden

vs.
Hardin
Valley
W 45-9

vs.
Morristown

East
W 38-7

vs. 
William 
Blount
W 37-3

vs.
Rhea

County
W 49-7

vs. 
Lenoir
City

W 24-14

OPEN
vs.

Maryville
vs.

Farragut
vs.

Heritage
BEARDEN
Class AAA, D4

vs. 
Knoxville 

West

vs. 
Knoxville 
Catholic

vs. 
Anderson 

County
W 76-45

vs.
Darlington 

Rd Christian
W 42-23

vs.
Stone

Memorial
W 46-34

vs.
Knoxville

Grace
W 27-19

vs.
Loudon
W 56-34

vs.
Gibbs

vs.
Scott

County
OPEN

vs.
Kingston

CAK
Class AA, D4

vs.
LaVergne

vs.
Alcoa

vs.
Campbell
County
W 30-20

vs.
White

County
W 38-14

vs.
Cocke 
County
W 38-6

vs. 
Knoxville 

Carter
W 42-34

vs.
Jefferson
County
L 14-36

OPEN
vs.

Sevier
County

vs.
Morristown

East

vs. 
South 
DoyleSEYMOUR

Class AAA, D2

vs.
Cherokee

vs.
Morristown

West

Aug. 16-18 Aug. 23-25 Aug. 30-Sept. 1 Sept. 6-8 Sept. 13-15 Sept. 20-23 Sept. 27-29 Oct. 4-6 Oct. 11-13 Oct. 18-20 Oct. 25-27
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Do you have a question for 
Dr. Ferguson? Please 

e-mail him at jferguson@
summithealthcare.com.

It’s Flumist Time

“Morning Sickness”

The eighth year of the school-
located influenza vaccination 
program (also known by the intra-
nasal vaccine’s brand name: Flu-
Mist) will begin on Sept. 17 and 
both the online consent site and 
papers forms are available for 
parents to enroll their children 
now.

Parents who want their child 
vaccinated against influenza 
at his or her school can go to 
https://knox.zippslip.com/. It only 
takes a few minutes, and offers 
the ability to receive scheduled 
updates and confirmations pri-
vately throughout the vaccina-
tion campaign if so desired. It 
also provides important notes 
and data for in-school clinic staff 
who will use tablet computers to 
securely access consent data.

“The online consent is a real 
time saver,” said John Lott, KCHD 
director of clinical services who 
oversees the school-located flu 
vaccination program. “This year 

we’ve added the QR codes to the 
inschool posters and other sig-
nage so parents can enroll their 
child from their phone when they 
drop them off at school.”

Paper consent forms also 
are available from the schools 
and online at knoxcounty.org/
health. No child will be vaccinat-
ed without a completed, signed 
and returned consent form. 
This year’s school-located vac-
cination clinics will be conduct-
ed between Sept. 17 and Oct. 
12, offering FluMist intranasal 
vaccine. A detailed schedule is 
located on the KCHD and the 
Knox County Schools

websites. Children who miss 
their school clinics may visit any 
KCHD location for a free influen-
za vaccine.

Due to decreased federal and 
state funding to buy vaccine, 
KCHD will be billing insurance 
for children who have insurance 
and parents are asked to provide 

their insurance information on 
the consent forms. 

KCHD will accept assignment 
and no costs will be passed on 
to the parents. To help cover 
vaccine cost for children with-
out insurance, a new donation 
feature also is available.

Parents can donate during 
the consent process. The gen-
eral public can donate vaccine 
through KCHD’s website at knox-
county.org/health or the Metro-
politan Drug Commission’s web-
site at ttp://www.metrodrug.org/
web/flumist. MDC is partnering 
with KCHD to make the dona-
tions possible. Donations are 
tax deductible and all funds go 
directly to an account specified 
to purchase vaccine. 

Knox County’s School-locat-
ed Influenza Vaccination Clinics 
have successfully reduced the 
amount of flu in the community 
over the last seven years. Studies 
have shown – and this communi-
ty’s experience has borne out – 
that vaccinating children against 
influenza keeps them healthy 
and has a ripple effect through 
the community that protects 

young and old alike. Since the 
inception of the school flu vacci-
nation program eight years ago, 
only one Knox County school has 
closed due to flu, and that was in 
the early days of the H1N1 pan-
demic due to CDC protocol which 
was later changed.

Flu immunization not only pre-
vents the flu, but reduces over-
all respiratory illness rates, lost 
works days and doctor visits. 
Overall, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, having a flu vaccination 
saves every person $47, three 
times the cost of getting your 
child vaccinated at school. The 
average person loses $92 a year 
in wages from sick days. Every 
year, the flu causes American 
workers to miss up to 70 million 
workdays, or the lifetime work of 
6,137 American workers.

Knox County’s in-school influ-
enza vaccination program began 
in 2004 and was underwritten 
through a grant from MedIm-
mune, the makers of FluMist, 
an intranasal flu vaccine which 
requires no needles.

Through careful resource 

management, public health offi-
cials were able to utilize the Med-
Immune money for more than 
one year. After that, KCHD lev-
eraged federal and state vacci-
nation programs which provid-
ed free vaccine for children to 
keep the program viable. Sud-
denly last spring, the federal 
and state programs which had 
provided the free vaccine were 
greatly reduced, leaving the pro-
gram’s future in jeopardy.

With an organizational vision of 
“Every Person a Healthy Person,” 
Knox County Health Department 
is committed to promoting public 
health policies and practices to 
safeguard and improve quality 
of life for all residents. KCHD 
is responsible for disease sur-
veillance, prevention and con-
trol, emergency preparedness, 
air quality management, ensur-
ing food safety in public places, 
providing nutritional programs, 
family planning, immunizations 
and much more. More informa-
tion can be found by visiting 
www.knoxcounty.org/health.

KCHD’S School-Located Flu 
Vaccination Clinics Start Sept. 17

I’m tired of waking up every 
morning sick at my stomach 
because of what my country 
has become.  It takes daily 
devotionals, journaling, and 
considerable effort to reori-
ent my heart and soul so that 
I can go to work and care for 
my patients.  It gets tough-
er every day as the destruc-
tion of America continues.  
And now eleven years after 
the terrible 9-11 attacks of 
2001, the sovereign soil of 
our country (embassies and 
consolates) is again violated 
in Egypt and Libya, and our 
ambassador and three other 
Americans are murdered.  
Obama’s foreign policy and 
his outreach to Islam is a 
nauseating failure. 

We have sent $70 bil-
lion of aid to Egypt over the 
last 45 years, and now 46 

million Americans are on 
food stamps because they 
can’t feed themselves in our 
broken economy.  Obama 
tells us we need to contin-
ue to send $2 billion a year 
to people who hate us.  This 
makes me sick, especially at 
a time when our own country 
is broke and our unemploy-
ment remains above 8% for 
the last 40 months.  I hesi-
tate to be technical, but the 
reason the reported 8.1% 
is lower is because another 
375,000 people just gave 
up looking for a job and left 
the labor force.  Only 58% of 
our people now work, and if 
you add the underemployed 
to those who have given up 
and no longer show up on 
Labor Department statis-
tics, the real unemployment 
approaches 19%.   Obama’s 

$750 billion Stimulus is a 
failure and the recovery he 
and Biden keep touting is a 
joke. 

Yes, our country is broke 
and is following in the foot-
steps of Greece even as 
Bernanke and the Federal 
Reserve print more money 
to shore up failed policies.  
Our national debt under 
Obama has increased from 
$10 to 16 trillion.  Presi-
dents are lauded and pil-
loried for what happens on 
their watch.  The campaign-
er-in-Chief touts that he got 
Osama Bin Laden, though 
it was Seal Team Six and 
our intelligence community 
who pulled the trigger.  Mr. 
Obama told us that his $750 
billion shovel-ready Stimulus 
package would lower unem-
ployment to 5.5%.  It didn’t, 
and his televised sheep-
ish chuckles admitting the 
dearth of shovel-ready proj-
ects made me sick.  The 
President said he’s cut the 
deficit in half in his first term.  
He didn’t.  Now all he can do 
is blame Bush; pathetic and 
not Presidential.

You realize that only half 
of our citizens pay Federal 
Income taxes.  And if the IRS 
was to take all the money 
which the top 1% earn in 
2013, that money would 
fund the government’s 

spending for only 8.5 
days.  I’m not close to that 
maligned top 1%, but I don’t 
think I’m entitled to what’s in 
their pockets.  Mr. President, 
I believe those 1% used their 
talents and their recourses 
to build their fortunes just 
as I did, and your attack on 
them is actually an attack on 
me.  Promoting class war-
fare between rich and poor, 
black and white, union and 
non-union, gay and straight 
may be the modus operan-
di of Chicago politics, but is 
unbefitting the Presidency.     

Perhaps what makes me 
most ill is the Democratic 
Party who removed the men-
tion of God from their 2012 
party platform.  Platforms 
are merely statements of 
principle and directed to the 
so-called base or party faith-
ful.  It took a floor fight and 
three voice votes, with very 
questionable results, to put 
God back into the stated 
principles of the Democratic 
Party.  Perhaps because I’m 
a Christian and a student of 
history that I’m troubled that 
so many of countrymen see 
God as irrelevant.  Our coin-
age says “In God we trust.”  
Perhaps the Democrat Party 
holds, “In Obama we trust.”

A friend of mine gave me a 
secret gift the other day when 
she confided that she and 

her husband awaken every 
day with the nausea of fear.  
Her revelation made me feel 
less alone, and realize that 
there are good people of 
conscience still left.  

I’m sixty-one years old and 
I’ve been blessed by a coun-
try that affords me “life, lib-
erty and the pursuit of hap-
piness.”  My country and 
family gave me opportunities 
of education and taught me 
to love and share with others 
less fortunate.  In fact, Amer-
icans are the most generous 
people in the world and we 
do so out of the goodness 
in our hearts, driven by con-
science and “Nature’s God.”  
I’ve said many times that if I 
died today, it’s been a good 
run.  However, like my friend, 
I’m sickened with worry for 
my children, grandchildren 
and my country.  

C. S. Lewis once said that 
“We live in enemy territory.”  
Evil does exist.  If you doubt 
me, recall the Christian/
Newsom torture-murders.  
I no longer believe that our 
leaders have America’s best 
interests at heart.  They are 
absorbed in the idolatrous 
pursuit of power and the 
media are their accomplic-
es.  Together they turn a 
blind eye to radical Islam, 
choosing to pay lip service 
to Iran’s quest for an atomic 

weapon.  Obama doesn’t 
even have time to meet with 
Israel’s Netanyahu, though 
he has time to book another 
gig this week on the Letter-
man Show.

I think I’ve been a conser-
vative all my adult life, though 
more so in these momentous 
times.  I see clearly now and I 
won’t compromise my princi-
ples.  I try to be respectful of 
others, even those I see as 
duped.  However, I’m intoler-
ant of those who are trying to 
destroy my country and the 
future of my children.  Call 
me what you want, but I can 
tell you that I am an Amer-
ican and a Christian, and 
“the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against [this].” 
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When life falls 
apart around you, 
who can you count 
on?  There is one 
place you should 
be able to turn.  
The body of Christ 
is designed to 
take care of those 
that are wound-
ed.  For example, 
if your arm start-
ed to ache, the rest of 
the body would not come 

together to find a 
way to remove it.  
Instead, the body 
comes together 
to try to heal the 
arm, to restore 
it to health.  The 
body of Christ is 
to be the same 
way.  Paul told 
the Corinthian 
church, “If one 

part suffers, every part 
suffers with it; if one part 

is honored, every part 
rejoices with it” (1 Corin-
thians 12:26).

Around these parts, 
Peyton Manning is a 
legend.  The Colts had a 
huge following from TN, 
or did have a large follow-
ing.  I suspect now many 
Tennesseans are Broncos 
fans.  As great of an ath-
lete Manning was for the 
Colts, when injuries began 
to mount, the organization 

chose to go another way.  
Within organizations and 
businesses, you are only 
welcome as long as you 
produce according to their 
satisfaction.  Once you are 
less effective, or have to 
sit out for a season, you 
become a liability and ties 
are cut.  

The body of Christ is not 
an organization.  It is a 
living organism.  We don’t 
cut ties, push out, or run 

from those with problems 
and struggles.  We care 
when people hurt.  And 
who doesn’t go through 
times of hurting and strug-
gle?  The body of Christ is 
made up of men, women, 
and children who have bur-
dens.  As we go through 
various trials, we can lean 
upon God and others in 
the body of Christ.  They 
are present to walk with us 
through the crucible of life.  
After one comes through 
the other side, they are 
ready for a new mission 
in life.

“Praise be to the God 
and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of 
compassion and the God 
of all comfort, who com-
forts us in all our troubles, 
so that we can comfort 
those in any trouble with 
the comfort we ourselves 
have received from God” 
(2 Corinthians 1:3-4).

As an organism, the 
body rallies together 
when there is an internal 

need.  When someone is 
sick and needs food, the 
body responds with deliv-
ery of meals.  When the 
word “cancer” is spoken by 
the doctor after the test, 
cancer survivors rally to 
offer encouragement and 
support.  When clothing 
and furniture is needed to 
help someone get back on 
their feet, donations flood 
in by caring brothers and 
sisters in Christ.  The body 
of Christ responds loving-
ly to needs because that 
is what we do.  It is in our 
DNA as Christians.  We do 
what Jesus would do.

We don’t glory in our 
strengths, but in our weak-
nesses, for our merciful 
Father has intervened.  
The Spirit enables the part 
of your life that is weak to 
become strong.  The ones 
who receive mercy real-
ize they need it.  The ones 
who receive mercy are also 
the ones who in turn show 
it to others.  

Faith

By Mark 
Brackney,
Minister of the 
Arlington Church 
of Christ

Loving Specific Faces in Specific Places

auto tech

ceramic tile 
installation

CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION                                        
FLOORS, WALLS, REPAIRS                                           

33 YEARS EXPERIENCE                                  
JOHN 938-3328  

cleaning
        WILL CLEAN HOUSE FOR 

ELDERLY FTN. CITY AREA 
WEEKLY/ BIWEEKLY 688-7092

...........................................
KIMBERCLEAN: YOU CAN HAVE 

A CLEAN HOUSE FOR LESS 
THAN YOU THINK!  719-4357                                                                                        

Drain 
cleaning

DRAIN CLEANING $99. TOTAL 
PRICE NO GIMMICKS

FULLY INSURED                   
789-2519 

elDer care
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48th Annual Country Market 
at Historic Ramsey House

The 48th Annual Country 
Market will take place this 
year from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
on September 22nd, at His-
toric Ramsey House, 2614 
Thorn Grove Pike, Knox-
ville, Tennessee. This year’s 
event will feature a classic 
car show as well as all day 
music and entertainment, 
wagon rides to a pump-
kin patch, arts and crafts, 
antique dealers, fall deco-
rating items, mums, herbs, 
old fashion ice cream and 
cobblers and kettle corn. 
Mrs. Ramsey’s kitchen will 
be serving hot dogs, beans 
and corn bread and the pop-
ular Wallace Bar-B-Q. We 
will be featuring appraisals 
by Joe Rossen and Darryl 
Mackley. This year we have 
invited Community Service 
Groups to join us. We will 
have the Knox Co. Sheriffs’ 
Dept, American Red Cross, 
Random Acts of Flowers, 
and Second Harvest Food 
Bank. The market asks par-
ticipants to please bring 
giving hearts and non-per-
ishable foods to donate. 
Raffle tickets for a hand 
pieced reproduction of a 
queen-sized Civil War quilt 
by Mildred Dugan will be raf-
fled off in December during 
the Candlelight Tour of the 
Historic Home. Admission 
to this event is only a $5 
parking fee. Tours of the 
home will be conducted by 
guides in period dress and 
will be available for $5 per 
person. For more informa-
tion about participating as 
a vendor or registering a 
classic car, call (865) 546-
0745.

Airing the Quilts Event
Presented by Historic 

Ramsey House and Sey-
mour Quilt Guild at 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. on October 
20, Airing the Quilts will 
offer bed turnings, demon-
strations, a boutique, and 
a beautiful assortment 
of quilts strung between 
trees dressed in their col-
orful fall foliage. Cost of 
admission is $5. The event 
will be held at the Histor-
ic Ramsey House, 2614 
Thorngrove Pike, Knoxville, 
TN 37914. For more infor-
mation, please call (865) 
546-0745.

Chiropractic’s Birth-
day Party at Scoles

On Thursday, September 
20th from 9:30 a.m. to 12 
and 3 – 6:30 p.m., Scoles 
Family Chiropractic is throw-
ing a party in honor of Chi-
ropractic’s 117th Birthday.

Join Drs. Andy and Jenni-
fer Scoles, Amanda Jacoby, 
and Steven Collins for some 
fun and refreshments. They 
will also offer a complimen-
tary exam, x-rays, report of 
findings and first adjust-
ment for all new patients 
through the end of Sep-
tember. For more informa-
tion call, (865)531-8025. 
Family and friends are 
welcome! Scoles Family 

Chiropractic is located at 
7555 Oak Ridge Highway, 
Knoxville, TN 37931. For 
more information, please 
call (865) 531-8025 or visit 
www.HealthyKnox.com

East Tennessee 
Chili Cook-Off

Get your taste buds ready! 
Second Harvest Food Bank, 
Bush Brothers & Company 
and Kroger will partner for 
the Seventh Annual East 
Tennessee Chili Cook-Off 
on Sunday, October 21, 
at World’s Fair Park Festi-
val Lawn from noon until 
6 p.m. Over thirty amateur 
cooking teams will whip 
up their tastiest recipes to 
compete for the best chili 
in town. The $10 admis-
sions fee includes a “Tast-
ing Pass” to sample each 
chili and vote for a favorite. 
Kids can play on the inflat-
able playground at the Kids 
Fun Zone while Mom and 
Dad enjoy live music. Visit 
our website www.etnchili-
cookoff.com for more infor-
mation!

Emerald Youth Founda-
tion Participates In CACFP

Emerald Youth Founda-
tion and its flagship minis-
try JustLead are partnering 
this year with the Child and 
Adult Care Food Program 

(CACFP). Through this pro-
gram, youth receive snacks 
after school at no addition-
al charge while participat-
ing in JustLead at the fol-
lowing locations: Emer-
ald Avenue UMC, Virginia 
Avenue Ministry, Mount 
Zion Baptist, Clinton Chapel 
AME Zion and New Friend-
ship Missionary Baptist. 
To learn more about Emer-
ald Youth Foundation, visit 
www.emeraldyouth.org or 
call (865) 637-3227.

King Library to Host 
Photography Program

Photography program 
“Snowflake and Moth Pho-
tography” will be given by 
Kris Light of Oak Ridge at the 
King Library in Sevierville, 

Tennessee. Please join the 
LeConte Photographic Soci-
ety at 10 a.m., Saturday, 
September 22, in the Brid-
gemont Room for this inter-
esting program that is free 
and open to the public. Not 
a library sponsored event.

Knoxville Area Urban League 
Hosts Interview Workshop

The Knoxville Area Urban 
League will hold a work-
shop entitled “Talk Your 
Way Into a Job: Effective 
Interviews” from 9-11 a.m. 
on Thursday, September 
20, 2012, at 1514 East 
Fifth Avenue, Knoxville, 
TN 37917. Instruction pro-
vided by Whirlpool Corpo-
ration. There is no cost to 
attend but space is limited. 

To register or find out more 
information, call (865) 524-
5511.

Lady Trotters Seek Players
The Lady Trotters seek-

ing third through fifth  
gradfe female players for 
competitive AAU basket-
ball teams. Please call Will 
at (865)748-7332 for more 
information.

Oak Ridge Chapter of 
NARFE Upcoming Meeting

The Oak Ridge Chapter 
of NARFE will meet at 12 
p.m. on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 18, at the Double Tree 
Hotel in Oak Ridge. Please 
call (865) 938-4532.

House to Home
ANNOUNCEMENTS

service directory
auto tech

ceramic tile 
installation

CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION                                        
FLOORS, WALLS, REPAIRS                                           

33 YEARS EXPERIENCE                                  
JOHN 938-3328  

cleaning
        WILL CLEAN HOUSE FOR 

ELDERLY FTN. CITY AREA 
WEEKLY/ BIWEEKLY 688-7092

...........................................
KIMBERCLEAN: YOU CAN HAVE 

A CLEAN HOUSE FOR LESS 
THAN YOU THINK!  719-4357                                                                                        

Drain 
cleaning

DRAIN CLEANING $99. TOTAL 
PRICE NO GIMMICKS

FULLY INSURED                   
789-2519 

elDer care

elDer care
24/7 CARE IN YOUR HOME FOR 
ELDERLY OR DISABLED.  EXC. 

REF. PATTI 566-8288

excavating
BOBCAT/BACKHOE /SMALL 
DUMP TRUCK. SMALL JOB 

SPECIALIST CELL 660-9645 OR 
688-4803

home services

lawn care

legal 
services

metal works

music 
lessons

painting

plumbing

rooFing
SHINGLE ROOFS, ROOF 

REPAIRS, METAL ROOFS 
CHIMNEY REPAIRS ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED CALL 705-7069

rooFing

selF storage
STORE YOUR STUFF                

SELF STORAGE 39.99/MO           
4 LOCATIONS 24HR ACCESS                   

970-4639 TNSTG.COM                              

stump 
grinDing

stump 
grinDing

swim lessons
SWIM LESSONS: YOUTH & 

ADULT SWIM CLASSES. NEW 
CLASSES BEGIN EACH MONTH. 

CALL THE JUMP START 
PROGRAM AT ASSOCIATED 
THERAPEUTICS FOR MORE 
INFORMATION. 687-4537

tree 
maintenance

trench 
Digging
TRENCH DIGGING 

$99 TOTAL PRICE. NO 
GIMMICKS FULLY INSURED                

789-2519 

NEW CONSTRUCTION but NOT the typical spec 
house. HVAC operating costs not to exceed $57@ month 
for two years. New England rated window. Main Lvl Mstr 
w/2 lrg walk-in closets, tiled shower and whirlpool.Kit 
back splash is travertine, kit & bath counter tops are all 
beautiful granite. Spacious front porch faces mountain view & rear elevated deck overlooks 
wooded valley. “aging in place” features 36” doorways, roll in shower, etc. Nat’l gas FP, large 
bonus room 1640 SF insulated partially finished bsmnt w/exterior french doors, lrg windows 
& 9’ ceiling. $325,000  OPEN HOUSE SUNDAYS, 2-4. www.tourfactory.com/838075   DIR: 
From Knoxville South on Chapman Hwy, (R) Tittsworth Springs @ red light. (L) on N. Knob Creek (L) Dougs Lane (L) Gavin.
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The Proxibid 
internet high end 
sale has been 
moved a week 
ahead to Satur-
day, September 
29 at 11 a.m.  
This sale has 
many wonderful 
items and I hope 
you can attend. 
Fountain City 
Auction’s Sep-
tember 21 sale, however, 
is still at 6 p.m. so plan on 
being there for another of 
Greg and the crew’s great 
sales. You may view both 
sales at Auctionzip.com for 
pictures and descriptions 
of items. Greg has hinted 
that he may do another 
Country Sale in November, 
so you will want to keep an 
eye out on Auctionzip.com 
for sale dates as well. If you 
have good country items 
large or small this would be 
a time to consider adding 
them soon as these sales 
fill up quickly so please 
contact him as now is the 
time. On my end with the 
internet sales I have space 
for a few items for the Sep-
tember 29th sale left to fill. 
This sale is only for higher 
end antiques and collect-
ibles. 

Fountain City Auction is 
still planning on launch-
ing a brand new service 
for customers with higher 
end items they wish to 

consign. We will 
put these items 
on Proxibid for 
a fixed price or 
‘make an offer’ 
basis only. We 
will profession-
ally photograph 
and describe 
your items and 
post them online 
for worldwide 
viewing for 30 

days for only $25. In addi-
tion, Proxibid will send out 
two auction blasts to their 
93,000 known custom-
ers and viewers every two 
weeks. We also will relay 
any offers to you and will 
even counteroffer on your 
behalf to help get your 
items sold. 

Fountain City Auction Co. 
is dedicated to offering the 
best service for our com-
munity with a personal and 
professional attitude.

bulletin 
boarD

RUMMAGE & BAKE SALE 
FAIRMONT PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH CORNER FAIRMONT& 
WHITTLE SPRINGS FRI-SAT 

9/21-9/22 8AM-2PM.

For sale

For sale

DELL COMPUTER  $100
CALL JAMES 237-6993 OR 

230-8788. DELL COMPUTERS 
COME WITH FLAT SCREEN 

MONITOR, KEYBOARD, 
MOUSE, WINDOWS XP & 

MICROSOFT WORD

help wanteD

help wanteD

help wanteD
 NAIL TECH, MESSAGE 
THERAPIST & STYLIST 
POWELL AREA SALON 
BENEFITS 938-4495

............................................
 

BANK TELLER WANTED 
COMMERCIAL BANK SEEKS 
PT TELLER, M-F CAN LEAD 
TO FULL TIME. CASHIER 
OR TELLER EXPERIENCE 

HELPFUL. EMAIL RESUME TO 
SEDWARDS@CBTN.COM   

opportunity

real estate
for rent 

FOUNTAIN CITY N. KNOXVILLE 
1 &  2 BDRM APARTMENTS, 

FROM  $375.+  WWW.
KNOXAPARTMENTS.NET                                          

CALL TENANT’S CHOICESM

(865) 637-9118

COUNTRY SETTING NICE 
COTTAGE 2BR / 1BA PRIVATE 

$400MO. 938-3628

real estate

real estate
for sale

1995 60X80 
3BR 2BA 

$250-$350 PER MONTH
865-933-3495

............................................
1988 2 BD 1 BA 14X70
$175-$275 PER MONTH

865-933-0924

real estate
for sale 

2001 16X80 
3 BD 2 BA

$350-$450 PER MONTH
865-933-2014

.........................................

GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS 
1ST TIME BUYERS

YOU CAN GET A DOUBLE WIDE 
OR SINGLEWIDE.
1-888-933-3495

............................................
DISABILITY INCOME

THIS HOME’S FOR YOU.
865-933-9962

............................................
ATTENTION

1 ACRE OWNER FINANCED 
WITH DOUBLE WIDE

HURRY WON’T LAST LONG!
NEW MARKET/STRAWBERRY 

PLAINS
1-866-933-3495

............................................
LAND/HOME PACKAGE

NEW PORT/COSBY/
PARRETTSVILLE AREA

CALL NOW!
865-933-9962

............................................

YOUR LAND OR FAMILY 
LAND… I’LL DO WATER, 

SEWER, ELECTRIC. 
NO MONEY DOWN AND LOW, 

LOW. CALL 865-932-2014
............................................

DIVORCE FORCES SALE
3 BR 2 BA MUST GO

865-933-3495

real estate
for sale

GARAGES 
& ROOM 

ADDITIONSBONDED & LICENSED
FREE ESTIMATES!
577-6289

FOR ALL YOUR REMODELING NEEDS!

classifieds

577-7575
www.woodrealtors.com

Red Bud 4 bdrm 2.5 bths, HDWD 
flrs, 2 fireplcs,  2200+ sq ft.  Newer 
windows, New bthrm fixtures. Short 
Sale $99,900 Call Patrick Michael

M e a d o w 
Ct. 2BR 
c o t t a g e 
w/ knotty 
pine LR, newer kit, fenced yard, Close 
to UT/dntn,  Help w/ buyer’s closing! 
$77,900 Call Patrick Michael

N i c e 
res iden t ia l 
O l d - S t y l e 
H o m e . 

Features gorgeous hardwoods, 
arched doorways, beautiful updated 
bathroom. New roof. Great location. 
$54, 900 Call Caroline McDonald

N e w 
c a r p e t 
and paint. 
Unit in 
excellent 

condition, tile floors, spacious rooms, 
custom built patio. A must see! 
$155,900 Call Caroline McDonald.

Awesome 
I s l a n d 
Kitchen!  
H i s to r i c 
Charm w/ 
updates.  
High ceilings, HDWD flrs, 2 bdrm 1.5 
bths, garage. New Roof, Lincoln Park, 
Call Patrick Michael  $89,900

at Network Technologies
  573-8785
10922 Chapman Hwy

Specifi c Carriers 
Only

Call For Details

Current Models 
in stock now! 

Prices range 50% 
to 70% off retail. 
Phones in like-
new condition!

Large Selection of 
Used Phones for Sale

Chocolate Dipped 
Brownies

3/4 cup sugar
1/3 cup butter, cubed
2 tablespoons water
4 cups (24 ounces) semisweet 
chocolate chips, divided
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
2 eggs
3/4 cup all-purpose flour
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon baking soda
2 tablespoons shortening
Chopped pecans, jimmies and/
or nonpareils, optional

In a large saucepan, bring the sugar, butter 
and water to a boil over medium heat. Remove 
from the heat; stir in 1 cup chocolate chips 
and vanilla until smooth. Cool for 5 minutes. 
Beat in eggs. Combine the flour, salt and 
baking soda; add to chocolate mixture. Stir in 
1 cup chocolate chips.

Pour into a greased 9-in. square baking pan. 
Bake at 325° for 35 minutes or until set. Cool 
completely on a wire rack.

Place in the freezer for 30-40 minutes or 
until firm (do not freeze completely). Cut into 
bars.

In a microwave-safe bowl, melt remaining 
chips and shortening; stir until smooth. Using 
a small fork, dip brownies to completely coat; 
allow excess to drip off. Place on waxed paper-
lined baking sheets. Sprinkle with pecans, jim-
mies and/or nonpareils if desired. Let stand 
until set. Store in an airtight container. Yield: 
3 dozen.

Antiques & Collectibles

By Carl Sloan

Upcoming 
auctions
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