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In January, 
Tennessee 

Governor Bill 
Haslam began the 
4th and final year 
of his first term in 

office.
Do you approve 
or disapprove 

of the way 
Bill Haslam is 

handling his job 
as governor?

APPROVE     74.44% 
DISAPPROVE 25.56%

Survey conducted 
February 13, 2014.
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By Mike Steely
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Currently in our city 
there are numerous agen-
cies, churches, and orga-
nizations wrestling with the 
needs of the homeless. Two 
meetings held last Tues-
day addressed these con-
cerns and gave residents 
a chance to present their 
views and questions.

The Metropolitan Plan-
ning Commission had been 
asked by City Council to 
recommend revisions and 
add definitions for room-
ing houses, boardinghous-
es and other group living 

facilities regarding zoning 
regulations for the home-
less. During last Tues-
day’s MPC Agenda Review 
meeting, Mark Donaldson, 
MPC Executive Director, 
explained that that defin-
ing “Group Living Facili-
ties” might “open a can 
of worms and we may not 
want to go there.” He said 
he’s been looking at similar 
ordinances in other cities, 
which address things like 
homeless shelters, assist-
ed living facilities, nurs-
ing homes, and housing 
for the handicapped. He 
said that housing for the 

handicapped is, by state 
law, allowed in most neigh-
borhoods.

“Current zoning laws 
don’t deal with it,” he said, 
“as different types of group 
housing.”

The Fountain City Town 
Hall group, a neighborhood 
non-profit organization, 
questioned the wording of 
a MPC ordinance on room-
ing houses, specifically the 
usage of the term “Room-
ing Unit,” and suggested it 
be deleted. 

“It is our opinion that 
different populations in 
group living facilities have 

different characteristics 
and different needs,” the 
Town Hall letter to the MPC 
staff said. The group also 
made other recommen-
dations, such as prohibit-
ing parking in front of sin-
gle-family homes that are 
converted to group living 
and that using “number 
of persons” in the ordi-
nance would make more 
sense than using “rooming 
units.”

Mayor Rogero’s Plan To 
Address Homelessness 
was held that very same 
evening at the Cansler 
Family YWCA, drawing some 

75 people to give input and 
ask questions. Hosted by 
Michael Dunthorn, Manag-
er of the Office on Home-
lessness, the public forum 
began with an overall view 
of what the city has done 
in the past and what is 
hoped will be a plan for the 
future.

Dunthorn said that city is 
drawing lessons from the 
former “Compassion Knox-
ville” findings and that the 
Mayor’s Roundtable hopes 
to work with various church-
es, agencies, organizations, 
the business community 

The Homeless Question

Commission 
may support 
Anti-
Annexation 
move
By Mike Steely
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Last year Governor Bill 
Haslam signed a moratori-
um that prohibited cities in 
Tennessee from annexing 
citizens outside their city 
limits by ordinance. The 
state is only one of three 
that still allows municipal-
ities to take in adjoining 
communities by a motion, 
without the consent of 
those being annexed. The 
governor’s moratorium 
ends this May.

The state legislature is 
looking at House Bill 590 
(HB 590) to make it a state 
law that cities cannot annex 
outside city limits without a 
majority vote of those cit-
izens being annexed. The 
bill passed a subcommittee 
vote last week unanimous-
ly and is, or will be, before 
the house for a vote.

The Tennessee Munici-
pal League is opposed to 
the change but has failed 
to slow or halt the bill. Their 
opposition is that it stunts 
a city’s growth and future 
tax revenue.

Knox County Commis-
sioner R. Larry Smith is 
asking the commissioners, 
this Tuesday, to support the 
bill to “abolish annexation 
by ordinance.”

“I applaud the state leg-
islature,” he said. 

Get in the swim.

Tennova.com
859-7900

Sign up for lessons.

By Tasha Mahurin
Tasha@knoxfocus.com

“While running 
for student council, 
everyone kept asking 
why I was running,” 
5th grade student 
Jordan Bishop told 
The Focus. “I decided 
that I wanted to help 
all of my 5th Grade 
Safety Patrol Class 
to have the opportu-
nity to go on the trip 
to Washington, D.C. I 
didn’t want money to 
be the reason for them 
not getting to go.”

Jordan represents 
Mr. Green’s 5th grade 
class on student coun-
cil at Adrian Burnett Pri-
mary School. During his 
student council cam-
paign, Jordan decid-
ed that he wanted to 
raise enough money 

5th grade student at Adrian Burnett 
plans to raise $20K for class trip

Front row L to R:  Jordan Bishop, Tristan Webb, Jeremy Weinberg, Matthew Matteson, Emily Davis, Stevie Fann 
Back row L to R:  Keeli Williams, Kaylin Shipman, Allyson Scott, Grayson Buchanan, Chesney Harris

By Mike Steely
steelym@knoxfocus.com

When the Knox County Commis-
sion meets Tuesday afternoon for 
their Agenda work session, they 
will consider some 14 pages of 
matters including approving a 
grant of $1,000 to purchase a bul-
let-proof vest for use by the Sher-
iff’s Office K-9 division for one of 
the dogs.

The commissioners will also 
discuss approving a contract of 
$1,343,670 to K&F Construction 
to replace the school stadium at 
Austin-East High School. 

Two concerns will appeal denial 
by the planning commission. 

Steve Hobbs is asking for rezon-
ing of property on the north side 
of Hill Drive, southeast of Dutch-
town Road. Mesana Investments 
is asking for rezoning of property 
south of Coward Mill Road, north-
east of Pellissippi Parkway.

Other items during the work 
session include a resolution to 
recognize and honor the Fulton 
High School Marching Band and 
approve the County Mayor’s reap-
pointment of Bill Belzer to the His-
toric Zoning Commission. 

They may also approve a grant 
contract of $4,000 with the Ten-
nessee Department of Environ-
mental and Conservation for the 

collection and recycling of used 
oil at the county convenient cen-
ters. The commission is also 
being asked to allocate $29,000 
in Community Housing Develop-
ment Organization (CHDO) funds 
for the administrative cost related 
to the demolition and construct of 
a single –family house at 6088 
Atkins Drive for sale to a first-time 
buyer. 

CHDO is also asking the county 
to approve an changed agree-
ment with Neighborhood Hous-
ing, Inc. related to the building 
of four single-family homes. The 
commission is also being asked 
to approve a grant contract for 

$40,000 with the state depart-
ment of health for $40,000 for 
Rape Prevention Education Ser-
vices, and approve a grant of 
$283,300 from the state health 
department for Immunization Ser-
vices. 

The Tennessee Department of 
Health is also offering a grant of 
$70,600 per year for Chronic Dis-
ease Management and School 
Health Promotion Services which 
will be discussed, as well as a 
$39,700 state grant for tobacco 
use prevention and control ser-
vices, which requires a $16,100 

A  K-9 Vest, New Stadium, Zoning Appeals
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and others. The goal is to attempt 
to prevent or reduce homeless-
ness, be accountable across the 
board, and work toward common, 
achievable goals. 

“We have the political will 
behind this plan,” Dunthorn 
stated. “Homelessness is not 
acceptable.”

Results of the public comments 
may be included in the plan to be 
presented to the city council on 
February 27 in a Council work-
shop. Councilmen attending last 
week’s public forum included 
Duane Grieve, Nick Della Volpe, 
Finbarr Saunders and Daniel 
Brown. 

From representing different 
local agencies, churches, and 
businesses came comments 
about the proposed plan. Each 
comment was written on two flip 
boards in front of the meeting. 
Comments ranged from those 
asking how it would be funded, if 
the city plans to coordinate or run 
the effort, how the new Safety 
Center will play in the plans, if 
the county government and the 
sheriff’s office are part of it, if 

plans are in place to deal with 
jail releases and mentally ill are 
included, and that a more cre-
ative communications system 
is needed between the city, the 
agencies, and the public.

One person said that he was 
skeptical of plans to reintegrate 
the chronic homeless who have 
no wish to participate. Another 
resident said the plan should 
include not only housing but ser-
vices  as well.  Another ques-
tioned if the city plans to locate 
or promote housing throughout 
the city rather than just down-
town. One woman said that case 
management is important and 
funding is needed to hire more 
managers. 

Also discussed was making 
public transportation more avail-
able, with one person saying that 
the city service is not profitable 
now and there are few funds to 
expand it.

The percentage of homeless 
in Knoxville from other coun-
ties and states was discussed 
with a survey results mentioned 
that had 68% of the homeless in 
Knoxville  from Knoxville or Knox 

County and 80% are from Knox 
or adjoining counties. 

Each person who attended was 
asked to sign in and the com-
ments, suggestions, and ques-
tions will be considered as the 
mayor, the staff, and Roundtable 
members consider strategies, 

public input, and federal resourc-
es. 

“Homelessness is a complicat-
ed issue,” the Mayor noted in the 
announcement of the meeting, 
“and effective responses require 
collaboration among many differ-
ent partners. This plan is not a 

solution to any single problem. It 
is a framework that we will use to 
coordinate the efforts to address 
both short-term and long term 
challenges for people experienc-
ing homelessness or at risk of 
becoming homeless.”
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Approve 74.44%
Disapprove 25.56%

In January, Tennessee Governor Bill 
Haslam began the 4th and final year of 
his first term in office. Do you approve 
or disapprove of the way Bill Haslam is 

handling his job as governor? 

FOCUS 
Weekly Poll

By Age  Yes  No Total
18-29  33.33% 66.67% 3
30-49  60.47% 39.53% 43
50-65  71.53% 28.47% 144
65+  78.22% 21.78% 303
Total  74.44% (367) 25.56% (126) 493
By District
1  62.50% 37.50% 32
2  69.81% 30.19% 53
3  79.07% 20.93% 43
4  78.38% 21.62% 74
5  78.79% 21.21% 66
6  76.79% 23.21% 56
7  67.74% 32.26% 62
8  72.88% 27.12% 59
9  79.17% 20.83% 48
Total  74.44% (367) 25.56% (126) 493

By Gender 
Unknown 50.00% 50.00% 8
Female  73.93% 26.07% 257
Male  75.88% 24.12% 228
Total  74.44% (367) 25.56% (126) 493

Survey conducted February 13, 2014.

Cont. from page 1

327 Logan, Seymour! This home offers lots of very nice space! 
A true 4BR plus family room, formal LR, formal dining rm, and 
eat-in kitchen! Perfect southern front porch + back screened 
porch! A nice, large side-entry garage! $154,900 MLS 865904

The Homeless Question

to pay his classmates’ 
fee of $440 each for 
the AAA Adrian Burnett 
5th Grade Safety Patrol 
Trip to Washington D.C. 

To everyone’s sur-
prise, this was not simply 
a “campaign promise.” 
Jordan presented his fund 
raiser proposal to the 
PTSO and to the parents 
of the students eligible for 
the annual trip. He formed 
a committee which con-
sists of 32+ people in 
order to raise $20,000.

“The fundraising is 
going great.  We have 
already sold over 200 
dozen Krispy Kreme 
Doughnuts, 68 dozen 

chocolate covered straw-
berries, and we had our 
first craft show this past 
Saturday on the 15th,” 
Jordan said.  “We kick off 
a candy bar sale on Tues-
day, February 28.  We are 
all at least committing to 
sell two boxes and some 
have said they will sale 
six boxes of candy bars.  
I believe we will do very 
well at this portion of the 
fundraiser,” he added. 

Jordan’s goal is ambi-
tious. Between school, 
swim team practice, and 
Boy Scouts, he is one 
busy 5th grader.  Howev-
er, thanks to his mother 
Angela and the com-
mittee, they are making 

steady progress. Three 
community craft shows 
are scheduled to benefit 
the cause with over 25 
vendors on the books: 

The Winter Arts & Craft 
Show  - 2 Day Event

Friday, February 21, 
2014.   9:00am. - 8:00pm

Saturday, February 22, 
2014. 9:00 am - 6:00pm

Location:  The Fountain 
City Lions Club Building 

The Easter Arts & 
Craft Show-  1 Day

Saturday, March 8, 
2014. 10:00am - 6:00pm

Location: The Boys 
& Girls Club of the TN 
Valley /Halls - Powell

The Spring Arts & Craft 
Show.  - 2 Day Event

Friday, March 14, 2014.   
9:00am. - 8:00pm

Saturday, March 15, 
2014. 9:00 am - 6:00pm

Location:  The Fountain 
City Lions Club Building  

The fundraising deadline 
for Jordan and his class-
mates is March 25th. 

When asked if he thought 
he had a future in politics, 
Jordan told The Focus: 
“When I grow up, I want to 
be an animal control offi-
cer.  I love helping people, 
but my true love is being 
able to help animals.” 

The Focus wishes him 
well.  

5th grade student at Adrian Burnett 
plans to raise $20K for class trip

By Focus Staff

This week’s Knoxville 
Focus poll, asked the ques-
tion: “In January, Tennes-
see Governor Bill Haslam 
began the fourth and final 
year of his first term in 
office.  Do you approve or 
disapprove of the way Bill 
Haslam is handling his job 
as governor?”

Almost 75% of respon-
dents say they approve the 

way Haslam is doing his 
job.  

The district in Knox 
County with the greatest 
disapproval of the way Bill 
Haslam has performed in 
office is the First.  37.50% 
of likely voters inside the 
First District say they disap-
prove of Governor Haslam’s 
performance.  The First 
District is entirely within 
the confines of the City of 

Knoxville        .  The First 
District is also quite likely 
the most partisanly Demo-
cratic in Knox County.

The highest approval 
for Haslam’s performance 
in office comes from the 
Ninth District, which is 
South Knoxville.  79.19% 
of likely voters say they 
approve of the job Haslam 
is doing.  Voters in the Third 
District, which comprises 

much of West and North-
west Knoxville inside the 
City of Knoxville, were just 
a fraction behind in their 
approval of the governor’s 
term of office.

Slightly more men 
than women approve of 
Haslam’s performance 
and seniors overwhelming-
ly approved the governor’s 
time in office.

Knox Countians Approve Haslam Term

Photo by Dan anDrews.

Michael Dunthorn, Manager of the Office on Homelessness, led the public forum on homelessness.
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Publisher’s Position

By Steve Hunley, 
Publisher
publisher@knoxfocus.com

State of  the Schools Address Is More of  the Same

Cont. from page 1

Anyone expecting any-
thing new in Superinten-
dent of Schools Jim McIn-
tyre’s annual State of the 
Schools address had to 
be terribly disappointed.  
Recently, there has been 
an attempt to make McIn-
tyre more human; the fact a 
public official who has been 
here six years needs to be 
humanized should be quite 
telling.  McIntyre related 
some personal family his-
tory, displayed some family 
photos, but the main thrust 
of his address was more of 
the same.  

Clearly, Jim McIntyre is 
not a people person.  He 
doesn’t seem to relate well 
to individuals and surely 
many of the teachers who 
have endured undue stress 
under his control and suf-
fering have family albums 
as well.  Not to mention the 
janitors, whom he wished 

to contract out. The janitors 
certainly have faces and 
families, too.  What teach-
ers and janitors don’t have 
is the superintendent’s  
well-funded public relations 
machine working twenty-
four hours, seven days a 
week on their behalf.  Nor 
do they have the business 
and political elite propping 
them up.

McIntyre referred to his 
entire year of teaching expe-
rience, loaded with McIn-
tyre’s usual use of adjec-
tives; in fact, that seems 
to be the Superintendent’s 
most singular talent.  If 
there was a Nobel Prize 
for use of glittering gener-
alities, Jim McIntyre would 
need to add an extra room 
to his house to keep them 
all on display.  Glittering 
generalities is a tool used 
by advertising companies 
and political campaigns.  
They employ vague phrases 
specifically designed to give 
one a positive feeling about 
a particular thing.  If one lis-
tens carefully, one will note 
these same phrases do not 
convey a single particle of 
information.  The best pro-
pagandists utilize these 
same glittering generali-
ties effectively and McIn-
tyre is positively masterful 
in this art form.  Conversa-
tions are “great”; dialogues 
are “great”; there is “some 
extraordinary learning” 

going on in our schools.  His 
one year of teaching was 
an “incredible experience.” 
Think about it.

Would you vote for a con-
stable, who had served for 
all of one year to be Presi-
dent of the United States?  

McIntyre has substituted 
glittering generalities for 
real progress.  If one pays 
attention to the very real 
problems confronting the 
school system, one will note 
what is absent is any real 
solution.  McIntyre regularly 
proposes what he consid-
ers to be a solutions to his 
rubber stamp Board of Edu-
cation, assuring those gull-
ible people he will give them 
the details later.  Rarely 
ever does McIntyre lay out a 
specific proposal to resolve 
any particular problem.  It’s 
either because he’s incom-
petent or has no answers. 
It’s either because he’s 
incompetent, lacks experi-
ence or both.

Jim McIntyre has clung 
to Governor Bill Haslam 
like a frightened little boy 
clings to his daddy’s leg. 
The superintendent and 
his advisors are feeling the 
need to humanize McIn-
tyre because the last year 
hasn’t been a good one for 
him and whatever popular-
ity he has enjoyed in the 
past is melting like a snow-
man in Hades.  The revolt 
of teachers fed up with 

McIntyre’s imperial super-
intendency and parents 
upset by children who have 
been overwhelmed by over 
testing have pressed McIn-
tyre and suddenly he needs 
to appear to be human and 
actually have feelings. Now, 
all of a sudden, we are sup-
posed to have feelings for 
him and sympathize with 
his plight.

The fact is, McIntyre 
never gave a hoot about 
the teachers until he start-
ed getting negative public-
ity.  He has ruled like an 
dictator and now the peas-
ants are crowding around 
the palace and demanding 
his head.  That would make 
any dictator uneasy.

If Governor Bill Haslam’s 
“Tennessee Promise” pro-
gram is approved by the 
General Assembly, it will 
have the effect of upend-
ing a lot of the bureaucracy, 
which has been McIntyre’s 
biggest accomplishment.  
McIntyre has proven to be 
a superlative bureaucrat 
and the bureaucracy has 
grown exceedingly bloat-
ed and arrogant.  Just how 
many students will truly be 
prepared to enter college 
or a technical institution 
after graduating from high 
school?  My guess is all of 
sudden people might start 
paying attention to prepa-
ration rates.  That would be 
the percentage of students 

prepared to further their 
education or get a job and 
lest you forget, that really is 
the sole purpose of educa-
tion in this country.  If the 
great majority of these stu-
dent burn up the two years 
of free education taking 
remedial courses, that will 

be irrefutable proof against 
and completely debunk to 
McIntyre’s claim of “extraor-
dinary learning.” 

It’s time for McIntyre to 
talk less, do more or move 
on.

 Photo by tyler brown anD Jamie Pratt, Farragut high school.

Dr. Jim McIntyre gave his annual State of the Schools 
address last Tuesday.

Smith told The Focus 
that in the past Knoxville 
mayors, specifically Victor 
Ashe, used annexation by 
ordinance to “come into a 
neighborhood and annex 
one house, skip several 
houses, and annex anoth-
er.” He said that 8 to 20 
houses would be annexed 
a month and, later, the 
remaining houses would 
be taken into the city. He 
said that every time the city 
needed new budget money 
it would annex. 

“They tried to annex Halls 
back in the 90s and 900 
people showed up against 
it and the message got 
across,” Smith said. “So 
the city annexed along May-
nardville and Emory Road 
and kept us from incorpo-
rating.”

“Most commercial busi-
nesses don’t fight (annex-
ation) but mom and pop 
businesses do,” he said. 

Smith said that the 

solution to the annexation 
question and many more 
questions between the city 
and county is to form one 
metro government, which 
he says would also end 
duplicate services.

The fear of annexation 
by Knoxville resulted in 
the 1980 incorporation 
of Farragut, making it the  
second of only two cities in 
the county. 

Knox County Mayor Tim 
Burchett is also support-
ing the anti-annexation by 
ordinance bill and is asking 
other county mayors to get 
behind the effort.

As proposed, House Bill 
590 would delete current 
language in the Tennessee 
Code by striking out the fol-
lowing, “A municipality pos-
sesses exclusive authority 
to annex territory located 
within its approved urban 
growth boundaries.”

During the moratorium 
the only annexation permit-
ted by a city ordinance that 

could be approved was with 
the approval of county com-
mission.  Unless amended 
be the state legislature that 
“commission approval” 
does not appear in the bill, 
leaving annexation only up 
to those citizens that would 
be annexed.  

HB 590 would require 
cities to notify effect-
ed property owners, hold 
public hearings, and use 
city funds to hold a ref-
erendum on any annexa-
tion. It requires 90 days 
notice to effected resi-
dents, by registered, return 
receipt requested mail. The 
county election commis-
sion would then hold the 
matter until the “next regu-
larly scheduled election for 
the county” and offer the 
ballot question as a simple 
“Yes” for annexation and 
“No” against. Annexation, if 
passed, would be 30 days 
after the election commis-
sion makes the election 
returns official. 

Commission may support 
Anti-Annexation move

Commission to consider 
Free Speech ordinance
By Mike Steely
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Let’s say you are an employee of 
Knox County: a police officer, a clerk, 
or a school teacher. Let’s say you have 
some criticism to say about your depart-
ment or a department head. If you want 
to say something publically you may be 
silenced for fear of demotion, transfer, 
or firing. 

Tennessee is a Right-To-Work state, 
which means you can be terminated 
without cause. Most state and local 
governments have appeals processes 
but that’s only after you’ve been disci-
plined. The Tennessee “Employment At 
Will” statute says that an employer can 
hire or fire anyone at any time with or 
without cause, except in matters of race, 
sex, age, religion, color, national origin, 
or disability.

Recently we’ve seen some teachers 
come forward and be openly critical of 
their administration and Superintendent 
James McIntyre. Many have voiced con-
cern about losing their jobs. Many who 
have been dismissed have also used 
public forums at Commission and School 
Board meetings. Many more teachers 
and school employees have remained 
silent for fear of retribution.

County Commission and Board of Edu-
cation sat through a “Retreat” recently 
with nothing on that agenda about the 
teacher uprising, only a brief discussion 
about finance and budget. 

The commission has been told that 
although they control or approve the 
budget for Knox County Schools they, 
the commissioners, have no say in the 
way it is administered. 

Several commissioners have voiced 
concern about the school administration 
although there’s little they can do about 
it other than fund the system.

Or is there something? 
The following appears on the Commis-

sion’s Workshop agenda for Tuesday:
“Consideration of an Ordinance/

Resolution of the Commission of Knox 
County, Tennessee to provide that no 
employee of Knox County shall be ter-
minated, harassed, demoted, or receive 
a negative evaluation based on exercis-
ing First Amendment rights in making 
public statements regarding elected or 
appointed officials of Knox County Gov-
ernment.”

Commissioner Amy Broyles is introduc-
ing the ordinance. She told The Focus 
she’s talked with the County Law Director, 



PAGE A4 The Knoxville Focus February 17, 2014

Continued from page 3
David Duke, and he has been drafting the 
language for the ordinance. Both Broyles 
and Duke told The Focus there is nothing 
on the books of the county like the pro-
posed ordinance. 

Since teachers are county employees, 
along with all other county employees, the 
language would apply to them. 

“She wanted something to show that 

the commissioners were 100% behind 
the teachers,” Duke said.

Broyles said the only recourse that 
sanctioned employees currently might 
have would be a federal law suit. 

“Mayor Burchett supports (the ordi-
nance) and the response has been over-
whelmingly positive. Everyone should wel-
come it, it’s going to help everyone,” she 
said. 

Commission to consider 
Free Speech ordinance

By Mike Steely
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Last week The Knoxville Focus looked 
at possible changes coming for the Knox-
ville Area Transit, its various boards, and the 
proposal made by a consulting group about 
changes and improvements to provide better 
service and management.

On Tuesday, February 18, Mayor Madeline 
Rogero will meet with transit officials at 3:30 
p.m. in the small assembly room in the City-
County Building. The meeting information 
was sent to members of the Knoxville Tran-
sit Authority board members and other KAT 
officials on February 3rd by Terry Alexander, 
Executive Assistant to the Mayor. Also in the 
meeting will apparently be the KTA and city 
attorneys. 

“The purpose of the meeting will be to dis-
cuss the transition and get input from you 
regarding the qualities and qualifications you 
believe are critical for the next Director of 
Transit for KAT,” the notice said.

The meeting follows the mayor announc-
ing that a new position of “Director” is being 
established and resumes are being received 
for the position. The new director will replace 

a contracted “General Manager” position, 
since that contract has expired. Last week, 
the city council approved the naming of two 
new members to the Advisory Committee 
and one to the KAT board.

Notified of the meeting were: Daniel 
Brown, John Lawhorn, Karen Eberle, Ken 
Muller, Robert (Archie) Ellis, Jim Richards, 
Mark Hairr, Hubert Smith, Lilliana Burbano-
Bonilla, Renee Hoyos, Mary Smith William 
Lyons, Christi Branscom, Jesse Mayshark, 
Eric Vreeland, Charles Swanson, and Melis-
sa Roberson. 

Among the recommendations by the Gobis 
Company is the combining of two of the five 
groups that have authority over the city trans-
portation system and shifting some respon-
sibilities. 

Currently, the Knoxville Transit Authority 
has over site responsibilities and sets poli-
cies for city busses, trolleys, taxis and private 
for hire cars. KAT is the operational body for 
the system.

The Mayor has been prompted to select a 
new Director and has said that any changes 
to the administration of the transit system 
will be made after a candidate has been 
selected. 

Mayor to meet with KAT members

Cont. from page 1

local match. 
Commissioner Mike 

Hammond is asking the 
commission to have the 
Public Building Authori-
ty and the county Depart-
ment of Information Tech-
nology to perform an anal-
ysis of the main and small 
assembly rooms and rec-
ommend back to the com-
mission on updating tech-
nology there, including 
adding an electronic voting 

tracking system.
Commissioner R. Larry 

Smith is asking his fellow 
commissioners to express 
support for state legisla-
tion to abolish annexation 
by ordinance by a city. The 
act is known as “End of 
Forced Annexation in Ten-
nessee Act.” Tennessee is 
one of the few states that 
allow a city to reach out 
and annex a part of the 
county without a vote by 
those living there. 

The commissioners will 
also consider an educa-
tional incentive payment 
received by Barry Hawk-
ins, a former employee of 
the Trustee’s Office, and 
consider rezoning a piece 
of property currently zoned 
for technology to com-
mercial on Hardin Valley 
Road. 

The agenda items will 
go forward to the commis-
sion’s regular meeting on 
Feb. 24. 

A  K-9 Vest, New Stadium, Zoning Appeals

 Are you watching the 
Olympics? I hope so. Those 
fabulous, sometimes 
nerve-wracking, yet thrilling 
games between the most 
athletic young people in 
the world--and some not so 
young are awe-inspiring. 

Let’s talk about the ice 
skaters.  While some of 
them do have falling spills, 
most of them jump right 
up and keep on skating 
as if nothing happened at 
all. They are there for one 
purpose--to win a medal 
and if they don’t they still 
have had the most thrilling 
moments they will ever 
have in their lives. 

Af ter seeing the 
“twizzlers” and “Sal chows” 
I tended to get light-headed 
watching them. How in the 
world do they do that? 

Well, as everyone knows, 
by years of practicing, 
by making their art the 
main focus of their lives. 
Forgetting about holidays, 
marriages, even education 
sometimes, the only aim 
is to be the best in the 
world. 

I saw one pair almost 
make the first spot when 
one of then stumbled. 
After many years of skating 
together they lost their 
dream in a few seconds. 
Yet, they carried on and 
never stopped smiling even 

when they saw their points 
at the end. 

What fortitude! I think I 
would hate to be a judge in 
the pair dancing routines. 
There was one particular 
time when the Russian pairs 
stumbled and fell  twice in 
their routine but they were 
given more points than one 
or two excellent dancers, 
who didn’t fall at all, which 
I didn’t think was fair. 

Of course, I don’t know 
what to look for when it 
comes to judging their 
moves but I think I might 
have judged more fairly in 
that instance. And there’s 
a lot of ice skating to 
see: short programs, long 
programs, pairs, singles, 
plus team events.

Then there’s the Nordic 
Combined. Around forty 
skiers, I think, travel 
up-hill, down-hill for I don’t 
remember how many miles, 
trying to be the first at the 
finish line. No wonder they 
fall flat on their backs when 
they cross that line. They 
can hardly catch their 
breaths. I could hardly 
catch mine! Germany came 
in first in that race.

And what is curling? I 
tried to watch that and 
it looked boring. Then I 
thought, well, I don’t know 
what the aim is, so I looked 
it up on Google. Curling is 

related to bowls, boules, 
and shuffle boarding. 
Two teams, each of four 
players, take turns sliding 
heavy, polished granite 
stones, also called rocks, 
across the ice curling 
sheet towards the house, 
a circular target marked 
on the ice. The purpose is 
to accumulate the highest 
score for a game. Points 
are scored for the stones 
resting closest to the 
center of the house. The 
paths of the rocks may be 
influenced by two sweepers 
with brooms to alter the 
state of the ice in front of 
the stone. 

Curling was f irst 
introduced in the Olympics 
in 1998. Well, I think they 
put curling in there so we 
can relax from the exciting 
events of ice skating, skiing, 
and speed skating. There’s 
a lot more events coming 
up this week. Watch and 
enjoy!

Thought for the day: The 
future belongs to those 
who believe in the beauty 
of their dreams. Eleanor 
Roosevelt

Send comments to 
rosemerrie@att.net or    
(865)748-4717. Thank 
you.

I Dreamed a 
Dream

By Mike Steely
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The Metropolitan Planning 
Commission (MPC) met last 
Thursday despite the heavy 
snow and heard from Direc-
tor Mark Donaldson about 
the city council’s request to 
redefine “group living” in the 
zoning ordinances. Donald-
son said he prepared a draft 
of the changes by compar-
ing similar cities like Mem-
phis, Portland, Oregon, and 
Raleigh, North Carolina.

After a brief report, Don-
aldson suggested holding a 
public hearing and then the 
commission voted to post-
pone a discussion on the 
matter for 60 days.

The MPC staff is also 
working on regulations on 
drop-off donation centers 
for thrift stores, with more 

smaller drop off containers 
appearing here and there 
around the city and county.

The expansion of a car 
lot on Chapman Highway, 
southeast of E. Ford Valley 
Road, was approved with 
several conditions, despite 
objections from local home 
owners. Kimberly Mayes 
presented additional signa-
tures to a petition against 
the idea, saying that the 
applicant was spreading 
“scare tactics” that if the 
lot’s adjoining property isn’t 
rezoned it could become a 
tattoo parlor.

Attorney Arthur Seymour, 
representing the applicant 
Len Johnson, said denial 
of the application would 
amount to “an attack on 
car lots.” 

Kay Wade, who lives 

across the street from the 
car lot, said “everyone is 
totally against it” and said 
she is concerned about the 
owner caring for other prop-
erty he owns nearby. 

A Child Day Care facility 
was approved along Ball 
Road at Zion Lane with sev-
eral stipulations, including 
limiting the existing house 
there to seven parking 
spaces and 17 students ini-
tially and then, once place 
is expanded to accommo-
date 40 children and addi-
tional parking, that will also 
be permitted.

Alvin Austin, a Ball Road 
resident, opposed the 
change because of traffic 
along the road. “I can see 
cars lined up there to drop 
off kids,” he said. 

Zonings and Appeals at MPC
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South knoxville
Part One: Chapman Highway and Vestal

Our Neighborhoods

As part of our continu-
ing series focusing on “Our 
Neighborhoods” we begin look-
ing at South Knoxville. That 
portion of the Knox County 
communities will include sever-
al upcoming issues as we move 
to highlight the important part 
of our county. In future weeks 
The Focus will come back to 
South Knox and journey further 
down Chapman Highway and 
into other neighborhoods. 
By Mike Steely
steelym@knoxfocus.com

At first it would seem that South 
Knoxville has been plauged with 
troubles in recent years. The 
Henley Street Bridge was closed 
for repairs, the Baptist Hospital 
abandoned and now much of it 
to be demolished, and the entire 
community disrupted by having 
to find other ways in and  out of 
downtown.

But the bridge is now partially 
open, the old hospital has been 
sold, the south waterfront is 
being developed, and the busi-
nesses along Chapman Highway 
are recovering. Most Knoxville 
residents know that going to 
South Knoxville to shop, eat, or 
get to the Smoky Mountains is 
convenient. 

South Knoxville’s history 
began with an early settlement 
of our region but it wasn’t con-
nected to Knoxville proper by a 
bridge until after the Civil War. 
In fact, the Union built a pon-
toon bridge across the river 
and then a stone bridge was 
later built by General Ambrose 
Burnside during Union occupa-
tion. The county built a covered 
bridge that was destroyed by a 
tornado and then G. W. Saulpaw 
built a wooden bridge that lasted 
until the city built the Gay Street 
Bridge in 1898.

South Knoxville remained agri-
cultural for many years. Marble 
was discovered and mined at 
what is now Ijams Nature Center 
and at the Candoro Marble 
Works in Vestal. The opening 
of the Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park and the comple-
tion of the Henley Street Bridge 
in 1931 further boosted the 
growth of South Knoxville.

There are many, many nation-
al and regional celebrities from 
South Knoxville, including the 
late Doris Sams, noted women’s 
baseball player who inspired the 
move “A League of Their Own.” 
She passed away in 2012 at 
age 85 and was a member of 
the Vestal United Methodist 
Church. 

 

ChapmaN 
highway

Chapman Highway really 
began with the construction 
of the Henley Bridge. For many 
years, the highway was the pre-
ferred route to the Great Smoky 
Mountains. Motels, supermar-
kets, retail shops and restau-
rants were built along the highway 

as South Knoxville grew. Today, 
any national-chain restaurant 
you can imagine exist along the 
highway, with probably the best-
known, locally owned restaurant 
being Ye Olde Steak House.

Along with this commercial 
development, several subdivi-
sions and neighborhood devel-
oped. The earliest of these was 
Lindbergh Forest, which opened 
in the 1920s. 

The 2011 closing of Henley 
Bridge injured several Chapman 
Highway businesses and 
detoured shoppers and employ-
ees around the northern portion 
of the highway. With two lanes of 
the four lane bridge now open, 
the businesses may be recover-
ing their losses. 

Allen Miller, owner of The Disc 
Exchange on Chapman Highway, 
told The Focus that business is 
beginning to improve with the 
partial reopening of the bridge 
and, until then, it was dropping 
off every month. He said that 
there are still some detour signs 
along the Interstate that direct 
traffic away from Chapman and 
that the Chapman-Moody inter-
section is still blocked to one 
lane going north. He said he’s 
worked with the city and county 
to try to get the state to remove 
the signs and open Chapman and 
has talked with State Senator 
Duncan Massey about the situ-
ation. The completion date for 
the bridge’s renovation is slated 
for June of this year.

“There will be a flurry of activ-
ity the next two years,” promis-
es City Councilman Nick Pavlis, 
who represents the area. He said 
the closing of the Henley Bridge 
was a “disaster for businesses” 
but added “They organized them-
selves” as a result.

Pavlis pointed out many pos-
itives and the potential of his 
District. He cited the Urban 
Wilderness, bike and trail 

system, and the renovation of 
the old Baptist Hospital as con-
tributing to South Knoxville 
both during construction and 
afterward. Pavlis said his idea 
to get a Historic Zoning for the 
former Kern’s Bakery Building 
on Chapman will soon be back 
before city council. His plan will 
affect only the outside of the 
building and he hopes to see 
mixed residential or retail busi-
ness there. He also points to the 
relocation of the entry to Fort 
Dickerson and other improve-
ments there like rest room facil-
ities and a pavilion as helping 
the area.

Fort Dickerson is but one of 
many parks in South Knoxville. 
There’s also the new High 
Grounds Park, Duff Field, Mary 
James and Maynard Glen Park, 
Ijams Nature Center, Island Home 
Park, South Knoxville Optimist 
Park and Mary Vestal Park. Pavlis 
said there are plans to improve 
the Vestal Park and “I want all 
the parks to be touched.” 

“I’ve never been more excited. 

There’s a lot of work to be done,” 
he added. 

Patrick Michael of Wood 
Realtors said that he’s seen a lot 
of interest in young professionals 
about living in South Knoxville 
because of the urban wilder-
ness and the idea of riding their 
bikes into downtown. Michael 
lives on Island Home Avenue and 
serves on the Candoro festival 
committee. 

Vestal
The community we now know 

as Vestal was once a small, incor-
porated city known as “South 
Knoxville.” Like the Island Home 
neighborhood, the little town 
didn’t begin to grow until the 
bridges were built. 

The community takes its 
name from the Vestal Lumber 
and Manufacturing Company, 
founded by the Vestal family. 
The company centered around 
Maryville Pike and Ogle Avenue, 

where other businesses located 
to form a downtown area. The 
lumber company employed hun-
dreds of people and was, at one 
time, one of the largest in the 
South, closing in 1962.

Mary Vestal Park, along Goose 
Creek, is named for the mother 
of the founding brothers. Today 
it has a Community Center with 
a weight room, gym, basketball, 
indoor pool, playgrounds, tennis 
courts, ball fields, and meeting 
rooms. 

Fine marble is located in our 
region and in 1914 John J. Craig 
III founded the Candoro Marble 
Company. Today the compa-
ny showroom is listed on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places and was designed by 
prominent Knoxville architect 
Charles Barber. 

Some of America’s finest mon-
uments have marble from the 
Candoro works. The site is the 
location of events during the 
year. 

In October of last year the 
Aslan Foundation and the 
South Knoxville Alliance, along 
with the City of Knoxville, spon-
sored a “Visioning Workshop” for 
Vestal to find short term, low cost 
improvements for the commu-
nity destinations like the Mary 
Vestal Park. The South Knoxville 
alliance meets tonight, at 6:30 at 
the Labor Exchange building next 
to the Disc Exchange. It’s made 
up of businesses in the 37920 
zip code and aims to “strengthen 
our unique district by sharing our 
hidden treasures” through mar-
keting, events, and festivals. 

Newman Seay, acting President 
of the Vestal Community 
Organization, said they are plan-
ning improvements to Mary 
Vestal Park through a matching 
grant from the city, when weath-
er permits. He said the group will 
match the grant through dona-
tions and labor on landscaping 
and brush removal. “The Roger’s 
Group will donate material for a 
sidewalk,” he said, adding that 
the walking trail along the creek 
will be improved and extended. 

The Vestal group meets the 
second Monday of every month 
at the South Knoxville Community 
Center, which most local people 
simply refer to as the “Boys & 
Girls Club” but have not met 
recently because of weather. He 
said they notify members and 
Vestal residents through a news-
letter they publish. He also said 
the group is a member of the 
South Knoxville Neighborhood 
Advisory Board. 

The Candoro Marble Works house 
in Vestal is listed on the National 
Registry of Historic Places. 

Photo courtesy of the candoro arts and heritage center.

The popular “Vestival” is planned for May 10th and has lots of music, 
fun, and history of the marble works and the community. The “May-
pole” always gets lots of use as seen in this photo from past years. 

Looking north across the river in South Knoxville.
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One of the annual high-
lights in the Vestal commu-
nity is the South Knoxville 
Arts and Heritage Festival, 
locally known as “Vestival” 
and the celebration is 
scheduled for May 10 
this year. Trudy Monaco is 
a founder of the festival, 
which started in 2001, and 
is already working on plans 
for this year’s event. 

“We hope to have a little 
Opera with the Marble 
City Opera. There are two 
stages and there’s a kick-
off the evening before 
the event,” Monaco said. 
She told The Focus the 
festival is “eclectic” and 
may also feature the rock 
band The Vestal Riders 
and the Knoxville Persian 
Music Ensemble. In addi-
tion to the two stages, 
the carriage house at the 
Candoro site usually fea-
tures “mountain” music 
performances and jam 
sessions. 

Inside the historic 
Candoro building itself will 
be an Art exhibit, with this 

year’s focus on quilts. 
The idea of the “Vestival” 

is to remind people of their 
heritage and one tent will 
feature local and regional 
history. 

“It’s so important 
when people in a com-
munity know their story, 
it gives them pride,” she 
said. Monaco asked that 
anyone, especially older 
local people, get in touch 
with her and take part.

You can get more infor-
mation about Vestal and 
the festival on the internet 
at candoromarble.org. 

“My husband Gene 
and I love living in South 
Knoxville, because it’s truly 
a special place,” Knoxville 
Mayor Madeline Rogero 
told The Focus. “It’s got 

great neighborhoods 
with lots of tree canopy 
and strong neighborhood 
organizations. The scenic 
beauty is remarkable.”

“The recreational assets 
are outstanding, and 
they’re getting continually 
better. Our growing Urban 
Wilderness has achieved 
national recognition as an 
outdoor recreation desti-
nation, and it’s a key eco-
nomic development asset 
- not just for our city, but 
for the region and state,” 
Mayor Rogero said.

The Mayor added that 
there will be a lot of excite-
ment in South Knoxville 
in 2014 due to careful-
ly planned City projects 
starting to take shape – 
with “a lot of dirt being 
moved,” as she puts it. 
For example, the City’s 
new Suttree Landing Park 

and Waterfront Drive will 
be underway on Knoxville’s 
South Waterfront, and a 
redesigned entrance to 
Fort Dickerson Park on 
Chapman Highway will 
be built that will enhance 
functionality, safety and 
aesthetics.

But the biggest dirt 
moving of all will be the 
long-term redevelopment 
of the former Baptist 
Hospital site by private 
developers.  Blanchard & 
Calhoun Commercial Corp. 
is proposing to roll out a 
mix of luxury apartments, 
student apartments, a 
hotel and retail and office 
space – an investment of 
some $165 million along 
the South Waterfront, 
according to Rogero.

“It will be exciting to 
watch as the transfor-
mation of the waterfront 

unfolds,” Mayor Rogero 
says.

Knox County 
Mayor tiM 
BurChett

“South Knoxville is an 
important part of the Knox 
County economy, and I’m 
happy to see increased 
traffic at businesses along 
Chapman Highway now that 
the Henley Street bridge is 
partially reopened.  During 
the closure, I and my staff 
focused on organizing 
cash mobs to raise aware-
ness and increase traffic 
to businesses affected 
by the bridge closure.  We 
even put together a suc-
cessful two-day festival, 
SouthFest, which focused 
entirely on drawing families 

from across Knox County 
to South Knoxville,” he 
said.

“These efforts helped 
keep traffic moving 
through South Knoxville 
during the past few years.  
Since then, we’ve contin-
ued to focus on supporting 
locally-owned companies 
by targeting businesses 
and restaurants county-
wide, not just south of 
the river.  If Knox County 
residents make a point 
to support locally-owned 
businesses, we all benefit, 
no matter where you live 
or work.  Small business-
es have always been, and 
continue to be, the back-
bone of our economy, and 
it’s important that we all 
continue to support them 
any time we can,” Mayor 
Burchett concluded. 

The Greatest Campaigner of Them All:
Senator Estes Kefauver Part Six

GARY UNDERWOOD
gunderwood@farmersagent.com

7820 Chapman Hwy, Knoxville • 579-3471
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histOry
Seymour’s earliest notable 

history occurred in 1780 when 
the Battle of Boyd’s Creek was 
fought between then Gen. John 
Sevier and his command of East 
Tennessee Pioneers against a 
large force of Cherokee who 
had attacked early settlers.  
Seymour was first officially set-
tled three years later by early 
pioneer Captain Samuel Newell. 
A Revolutionary war veteran, 
Newell was a prominent politico 
and his home, “Newell’s Station”, 
became the first “county seat” of 
Sevier County. During the 1800s, 
the community was known as 
Trundles Crossroads, a name 
which referred to what is now 
the intersection of Boyd’s Creek 
Highway and Old Sevierville Pike.  
However, when the Knoxville, 
Sevierville & Eastern Railway, 
which connected Knoxville with 
Sevierville, was completed in 
1909, the community’s station 

was named Seymour in honor 
of the line’s chief engineer. The 
local post office subsequently 
changed its name to Seymour 
as well. 

preseNt Day
According to the 2010 census, 

present day Seymour represents 
12.6 square miles of Sevier 
County with a population of 
10,919. 

The community lies in a valley 
at the Foothills of the Great 
Smoky Mountains and is visu-
ally bordered by Bluff Mountain 
and Bays Mountain. Chapman 
Highway, now the main thor-
oughfare through the commu-
nity, intersects with U.S. Route 
411 and Boyd’s Creek Highway 
at the community’s center. 

Residents take pride in 
the view of the Great Smoky 
Mountains as one approaches 
the intersection from Chapman 
Highway.  

COmmuNity
Seymour has grown rapidly- 

particularly over the last 20 years- 
adding some 2,000 new residents 
between the 2000 and 2010 
census. The community itself is 
comprised of various businesses, 
schools, and churches. 

The Seymour South Knox 
Chamber of Commerce is com-
prised of business leaders in the 
community and provides a forum 
for ideas that they hope will stim-
ulate the development of con-
sumer friendly commerce in the 
area. They also support the com-
munity by addressing the needs 
of Seymour and South Knoxville 
area and strive to promote busi-
ness support for the Seymour 
Volunteer Fire Department.

Home of the Eagles- Seymour 
has an elementary, intermedi-
ate, middle, and high school. 
An active community, Seymour 
Primary, Intermediate, Middle, 
and High School have all been 

recipients of U.S. Cellular’s Calling 
All Communities campaign. The 
contest awards $150,000 to the 
school that garners the most 
online votes from the commu-
nity. In 2012, Seymour Middle 
School rallied the most votes 
to take home the $150,000. In 
2011, Seymour Primary School 
was the big $150,000 winner, 
and Seymour High School won 
$100,000 the year before. 
Seymour Intermediate School one 
$25,000 in the campaign last year. 
Additionally, Seymour is home to 
King’s Academy, a private Christian 
school whose origins date back to 
1840. 

Seymour is home to various 
local churches- including Seymour 
First Baptist Church and Seymour 
United Methodist Church among 
others. The area is also home to 
Eusebia Presbyterian Church which 
was founded 228 years ago, 10 
years before Tennessee became 
a state. 

Local residents and business-
es look forward each year to the 

Seymour Christmas Parade- a 
two decade long community tra-
dition which benefits the Seymour 
Volunteer Fire Department. 

Future
Recently, a highly controversial 

movement began to incorporate 
Seymour. Many residents oppose 
incorporation and the higher taxes 
and expanded government that 
might accompany it- while a small 
group of proponents argue that the 
community would benefit from the 
additional revenue in the way of 
sidewalks or a community center. 
According to state law, a large por-
tion of the proposed city has been 
designate as “rural” which would 
prohibit it from being part of the 
incorporation; however, this has 
done little to deter those who sup-
port incorporating. 

While the future is uncertain, 
Seymour has a rich history and a 
track record of positive growth. The 
community has a bright future and 
will continue to thrive.

Seymour
Gorgeous Views, Great People

Our Neighborhoods

Cont. from page 1

“” Photo by dan andrews.

Mayor Burchett took a day to visit several South Knoxville businesses such as Allen Sign Company (above) January 
2012 to find out how business was affected by the Henley Street Bridge closure.

Knoxville Mayor 
Madeline rogero
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Estes Kefauver had 
quite nearly managed the 
impossible by getting him-
self elected to the United 
States Senate in 1948.  
Kefauver took advan-
tage of E. H. Crump’s mis-
take in refusing to back 
Senator Tom Stewart for 
reelection.

The state of the nation-
al Democratic Party that 
year was divided beyond 
all hope.  President Harry 
Truman had been opposed 
by many Democrats for 
renomination and vir-
tually nobody believed 
he could win the gener-
al election.  Florida U. S. 
Senator Claude Pepper 
urged fellow Democrats 
to reject Truman and 
draft General Dwight D. 
Eisenhower as the nomi-
nee.  Truman did receive 
the Democratic presiden-
tial nomination, but unhap-
py Southern Democrats 
bolted the convention.  
Southern Democrats, 
bitter about the civil rights 
plank adopted at the con-
vention, rallied around 
South Carolina Governor 
Strom Thurmond.  The 
far left of the Democratic 
Party was already sup-
porting the presidential 
candidacy of yet anoth-
er candidate, former Vice 
President Henry A. Wallace 
who was the nominee of 
the Progressive Party.  
Harry Truman would 
have to face not only 
the Republican candi-
date, New York Governor 
Thomas E. Dewey, but 
also Strom Thurmond and 
Henry Wallace in the gen-
eral election.

In Tennessee, Henry 
Wallace would not be a 
factor, but E. H. Crump, 
leader of the Shelby County 
machine, was prepar-
ing to compound his pre-
vious political mistakes.  
Once having been notori-
ous for not only allowing 
black folks to vote inside 
Democratic primaries, 
but actually encouraging 
them to do so, Crump was 
preparing to support the 
‘Dixiecrats’.  For years, the 
Shelby County organization 
had extended government 
services to the black com-
munity and the machine 
paid the poll taxes for 
those African-Americans 
who wished to vote.  Of 
course they were expect-
ed to vote the Crump ticket 
and they did.

Crump, a millionaire 
businessman, liked the 
way things were and 
felt threatened by the 
civil rights plank in the 
Democratic Party platform.  
E. H. Crump was not inter-
ested in changing the fun-
damentals of the Sourhern 
way of life.  The Memphis 
Boss announced he would 
support Strom Thurmond 
and the Dixiecrats.

Tennessee Republicans 
believed the split in the 
Democratic Party might 
well pay dividends for 
them and they nominated 

serious candidates for 
both governor and the 
United States Senate.  
Legendary country music 
star Roy Acuff was the GOP 
nominee for governor and 
B. Carroll Reece was the 
nominee for the Senate.  

Reece had been the 
Congressman from 
Tennessee’s highly 
Republican First District 
off and on since 1922.  In 
1946, Reece retired from 
Congress as he had been 
elected as Chairman of 
the Republican National 
Committee.  Reece presid-
ed over the election that 
returned Republicans to 
power, albeit briefly.  The 
GOP took control of both 
houses of Congress in 
1946 with a slogan that 
resonated with voters 
weary of sacrifice and 
deprivations relating to 
the recent world war, “Had 
Enough?”

Reece was quite 
wealthy and began tour-
ing the state in a shiny 
new Cadillac, leaving his 
campaign advisers horri-
fied.  They quickly changed 
vehicles to give Reece the 
appearance of a man of 
the people.

Tennessee Democrats 
were nervous, not only 
because the party was 
divided, but Roy Acuff 
was drawing enormous 
crowds.  The gubernatorial 
candidate and his Smoky 
Mountain boys would enter-
tain the audiences with 
music while Carroll Reece 
usually made the speech-
es.  Reece, like Crump in 
the recent Democratic 
primary, charged that 
Congressman Kefauver 
was too sympathetic to 
Communism.  Kefauver 
hit back that Reece, who 
had served in Congress for 
twenty-six years, had never 
given the Tennessee Valley 
Authority the support it 
deserved; in fact, Kefauver 
told Tennesseans, Reece 
had been opposed to the 
TVA.

Some believed that 
Crump might be induced 
to support the Republican 
ticket, such was the 
Memphis Boss’s antipathy 
for Gordon Browning and 
Estes Kefauver.  Crump’s 
personal friend and polit-
ical partner, Senator K. 
D. McKellar, had already 
endorsed the Democratic 
ticket, including President 
Truman, as well as Browning 
and Kefauver.  McKellar 
was a loyal Democrat and 
refused to budge regard-
less of what Crump him-
self did.  McKellar even 
made a personal financial 
contribution to the state 
campaign fund.  Senator 
McKellar also raised 
some $30,000 for the 
Democratic campaign.

E. H. Crump never gave 
the Republicans any help 
in the general election and 
1948 proved to be a ter-
rible year for Republicans.  
Harry Truman beat 
Thomas E. Dewey and 

the Republicans lost con-
trol of the Congress.  The 
Republican ticket fared no 
better in Tennessee.  Estes 
Kefauver defeated Carroll 
Reece for the United 
States Senate by almost 
two hundred thousand 
votes.  Gordon Browning 
returned to the governor’s 
mansion after beating Roy 
Acuff by a margin of two 
to one.

The biggest loser in the 
1948 was E. H. Crump who 
had lost not only both the 
gubernatorial and sena-
torial elections, but had 
alienated himself from the 
national Democratic Party 
by backing the Dixiecrats.  
Crump’s only tie to the 
national party was his 
old friend McKellar.  Of 
course Crump still ruled 
in Memphis and Shelby 
County.  Hopeful oppo-
nents, thinking Crump’s 
power and influence had 
seriously diminished, field-
ed a slate of candidates 
against the Crump ticket in 
the next election.  To their 
surprise, the Crump ticket 
won easily.

Estes Kefauver had 
not yet taken the oath of 
office before running afoul 
of his powerful senior col-
league, Senator Kenneth 
D. McKellar.  McKellar had 
been dining at the elegant 
Mayflower Hotel, where he 
lived while in Washington.  
Evidently one of Kefauver’s 
supporters and friends 
approached the old sena-
tor and suggested that he 
and Kefauver would take 
care of some of the politi-
cal patronage, if McKellar 
didn’t mind.  McKellar 
did mind and the famous 
McKellar temper erupt-
ed.  The gentlemen left in 
quick retreat and Senator 
McKellar sent a blister-
ing seven-page letter to 
Kefauver accusing the 
Congressman of dishon-
esty.  McKellar pointed 
out Kefauver had assured 
him that the Congressman 
wanted to “cooperate” with 
him.  Senator McKellar 
sarcastically noted that 
Kefauver’s idea of coop-
eration was to do all the 
operating and leave the 
“co” to McKellar.

McKellar also likely 
embarrassed Kefauver 
by noting that the 
Congressman had cam-
paigned in the general 
election without support-
ing the candidacy of Harry 
Truman and had antici-
pated Truman’s defeat by 
having recommended a 
Republican for an impor-
tant federal appointment.

Kefauver, apparently 
sensing trouble with the 
irascible McKellar, had 
sent word that he wished 
to come by McKellar’s 
office and the old senator 
closed his letter saying he 
was still welcome to come.  
McKellar, once retired 
from the Senate, related 
the spat with Kefauver and 
claimed to have chased 
the surprised Kefauver out 
of his office while brandish-
ing his cane.  It was cer-
tainly in character for the 
old senator.

Evidently Kefauver 
somehow managed to pla-
cate McKellar, if only brief-
ly, as McKellar observed 
Senate decorum and 
escorted his new colleague 
down the aisle to be sworn 
into office.  Kefauver was 
the eighth senator from 
Tennessee to serve with 
K. D. McKellar.

The personal relations 
between the two men did 
not remain cordial for long.  
The two constantly bick-
ered over patronage and 
McKellar was infuriated by 
one of the few instances 
when Kefauver got his way.  
McKellar was backing the 
reappointment of Reed 
Sharp as U. S. Marshal for 
Middle Tennessee, while 
Kefauver supported anoth-
er individual.  Kefauver 
claimed Sharp had sup-
ported Strom Thurmond 
and the Dixiecrats, which 
was apparently enough for 
Harry Truman to refuse to 
reappoint him.  

Kefauver also man-
aged to thwart McKellar’s 
desire to give former sen-
ator Tom Stewart a plum 
in the form of an appoint-
ment as attorney for the 
Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation in Nashville.  
Senator Kefauver wasn’t 
keen on giving any kind of 

position to his former oppo-
nent and the appointment 
never came through.

McKellar demonstrat-
ed his power inside the 
Senate when the two dis-
agreed over judgeships in 
Tennessee.  McKellar had 
introduced a bill to provide 
Tennessee with a fourth 
federal judge.  Kefauver 
wanted the new judge to 
be a “roving” judge and 
hear cases in different 
parts of the state, a notion 
which displeased McKellar.  
Despite being a member 
of the Senate’s Judiciary 
Committee, Kefauver 
found himself routed by 
McKellar, who took the 
dispute to the floor of the 
United States Senate.

Although aging and 
increasingly more often ill, 
Senator McKellar had lost 
none of his shrewdness in 
managing a bill inside the 
Senate and his disdain for 
his younger colleague was 
plain for all to see.

According to Kefauver’s 
biographer, Charles 
Fontenay, Kefauver’s 
Administrative Assistant, 
Charles Neese, believed 
the dislike of Senator 
McKellar helped to iso-
late Estes Kefauver in the 
Senate.  Kefauver would 
never be personally pop-
ular with his colleagues; 
quite to the contrary in 
fact.  Kefauver’s reputation 
as a loner and a maverick 
was, according to Neese, 
largely due to the dislike 
of the powerful McKellar 
during the four years to 
two served together.

The Southerners were 
especially powerful inside 
the United States Senate 
and most of the powerful 
committee chairmanships 
were held by Southerners.  
Southern senators tended 

to be reelected by their 
respective states and 
in a body where senior-
ity brought increased 
power and influence, the 
Southerners occupied 
positions of real power.  By 
and large, Estes Kefauver 
was detested by his fellow 
Southern senators.  

Having the luxury of 
running once every six-
years rather than every 
two-years as he had to 
do while in the House of 
Representatives, Kefauver 
invested in a home for his 
family.  New Mexico sena-
tor Carl A. Hatch (author 
of the famous Hatch Act) 
was returning home after 
having retired to accept 
a federal judgeship and 
Kefauver bought the Hatch 
house.  It was a comfort-
able home, one which 
the Kefauver children 
enjoyed tremendously.  
The Kefauver household 
was an informal one and 
the Kefauver children’s 
friends came and went as 
they pleased, which appar-
ently never bothered either 
senator or Mrs. Kefauver.  
The house was chock full 
of happy children and 
pets.

The Kefauvers enjoyed a 
pleasant life in the nation’s 
Capitol and Estes bought 
himself a new Packard 
sedan, although he rarely 
ever drove himself, save 
for when he led family 
excursions.  The senator 
also bought his wife Nancy 
a sporty new Studebaker 
convertible.

Life in Washington was 
good for Estes Kefauver 
and his family.

By Ray Hill
rayhill865@gmail.com

Pages from the Political Past

The Greatest Campaigner of Them All:
Senator Estes Kefauver Part Six

from the author’s Personal collection.

Sen. Estes Kefauver & Silliman Evans, 1952
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Dal Gene …that’s 
what everyone called 
him from birth until 
sometime after he 
went away to college. 
Then he became Dallas 
or Dal, and the “Gene” 
disappeared. Even at 
the young age of sev-
enteen, he was older 
and much wiser than 
his years.

According to our parents, this 
first-born child was almost per-
fect. He rarely cried; he played 
by himself happily; he was polite 
to all. His life was almost per-
fect…at least until his twin broth-
ers arrived. Then havoc poured 
into the household. Quiet was 
replaced with racket and rau-
cous play by two boys who were 
so rowdy that their parents 
fenced them in the front yard as 
one would do dogs. Through it all, 
Dal Gene remained the perfect 
child. 

Little did our parents know 
that nothing gave the eldest child 

more pleasure than tor-
menting Jim and me. 
He’d grab our teddy 
bears and pummel 
them while we wailed. 
When we refused to 
make him sandwiches 
or complete his chores, 
he’d wait until our par-
ents left home for a 
while and then threat-

en to leave home for good. He 
walked to the woods at the edge 
of the yard and stood until cries 
and capitulation from us floated 
to him. Then he’d come back and 
be served like a king. 

One of his demands was that 
Jim and I take the blame for 
things that occurred around 
the house. On one occasion, he 
pushed me onto a bed, and the 
frame collapsed. He begged until 
I agreed to take the blame for the 
accident.

Our dad died August 31, 1965, 
at the age of 53. The family 
moved numbly through the visita-
tion, funeral, and burial and then 

went back at to life. Suddenly, the 
man whom we loved, respected, 
and feared wasn’t there. The 
emptiness gnawed at all of our 
hearts. It was worse for Mother. 
She now took sole responsibility 
to rearing three boys on a teach-
er’s salary.

That’s when Dal Gene stepped 
up. He was then a senior in high 
school. In helping Mother, our big 
brother began persuading, then 
cajoling, and finally shaming us 
into doing the things that were 
right. Jim and I rebelled at times, 
but when he left for college, the 
emptiness returned.

 Jim and I began our freshman 
year in high school, and with it 
came all sorts of changes. Most 
of them involved the normal 
temptations associated with 
adolescence. We began smok-
ing to fit in with older guys, and 
we downed our first alcohol. Dal 
chastised and reminded us about 
the trouble we’d be in if Mother 
discovered our participation in 
these activities.

“Daddy Dal” mailed scath-
ing letters to us younger broth-
ers when Mother talked about 
the difficulties she encountered 
with us. He especially chewed our 
butts for being disrespectful to 
her and for failing to help around 
the house. Again, we straight-
ened up for a time because we 
didn’t want to let him down.

Dal’s fathering didn’t end 
after our high school years. We 
all attended Tennessee Tech 
University, and there he rode 
herd on us concerning our grades 
and behavior. Sometimes the 
blues would envelope me, and I 
always knew I could go to Dal for 
advice and for answers, even if 
they weren’t necessarily the ones 
I wanted to hear. He and his wife 
Brenda took us under their wings 
and helped us through the gate 
from youth to adulthood.

Even after Jim and I married 
and began our families, we looked 
to Dal for advice. He’d walk us 
through problems until we could 
see the paths to follow. At other 

times, we’d call just to talk about 
music or to share jokes. Over the 
years, we’d become good friends 
and close brothers. 

Dal died in 2003; he lived only 
a few weeks past his 54 birth-
day. By then, our kids had grown 
up, and we were on the edge of 
50 ourselves. The loss was dev-
astating. Not only did we lose a 
brother but we also lost a surro-
gate father. Dal had become a 
different kind of father by then 
as he and Brenda had taken in 
four nephews and nieces and had 
become their parents. Their pain 
over his death might have been 
deeper for them, but I’m not sure 
how. 

What I know is that my brother 
died too early. He’d had been a 
father for 38 years of his life and 
missed out on just being young. 
I’d like to have the chance to say 
thanks to him for all he did. 

By Joe Rector
joerector@comcast.net

Dal Gene

From State 
Representative 

Harry Brooks
I hope everybody stayed 

safe, warm and fed during 
the snowfall last week. It 
seems as Nashville is the 
only place in Tennessee 
to not receive any snow. 

That means we were able 
to stay busy here at the 
Capitol and continue work-
ing on legislation.

The bill regarding the sale 
of wine in grocery stores will 
be voted on by the House 
of Representatives General 
Assembly on February 20. 
This has been generating 
a lot of headlines, and I 
wanted to remind you all 
that the passage of this bill 
would lead to a local refer-
endum. Each community 
would have the opportuni-
ty to hold a vote to decide 
if they wish to have wine 
sold in their local grocery 
stores. It would not create 
a state law mandating 
such sales.

We’ve been working very 
hard in our committees 
this year. There are more 

bills being processed and 
worked on than in recent 
years. Committees are 
expected to finish their 
work on legislation by the 
end of March, giving us 
enough time in the General 
Assembly to discuss the 
bills and vote.

I mentioned a few weeks 
ago that bills go through 
the process of amending 
throughout its lifespan. It 
is rare to find a bill that 
contains the exact same 
language when it goes to 
vote that it had when it 
was introduced.

Advanced 
placement 

courses
Another issue I wanted 

to address is advanced 
placement classes in high 

schools. There is a pilot 
program in many Knox 
County high schools that 
would pay for any test 
costs associated with that 
AP course. 

I requested a local com-
munity education founda-
tion fund, as well as state 
funds, to assist in paying 
for these tests, which are 
available at Halls High 
School, Gibbs High School, 
Carter High School, Karns 
High School and South-
Doyle High School. I 
encourage parents and 
students to look into AP 
courses when choosing 
classes next year.

School bus bill 
update

Two weeks ago I men-
tioned that the bill 

regarding school bus 
lifespans passed through 
the Senate Education 
Committee and would 
be seen by the Senate 
Finance, Ways and Means 
Committee. 

The House version 
of that bill is sched-
uled to be seen by the 
House Transportation 
Subcommittee on February 
19. 

There are two other 
bills with similar language 
assigned to various com-
mittees throughout the 
Senate and the House. 
The sponsors of each 
of these bills are work-
ing with Representative 
Kelly Keisling and Senator 
Janice Bowling to have a 
single bill that will be dis-
cussed and voted on by 

each committee.
This is an example of 

how thousands of pro-
posed pieces of legisla-
tion can be dwindled down 
by the time voting in the 
General Assembly begins.

I am excited about 
having the opportuni-
ty to serve the people of 
Tennessee and especially 
those of the 19th District. 
Please let me know how 
I, or my office, can be of 
service to you. I can be 
reached at my Nashville 
office at 615-741-6879 or 
rep.harry.brooks@capitol.
tn.gov. It is an honor to be 
your representative.
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By Steve Williams

 What more could 
Devin Smith ask?

As a “preferred walk-
on,” the Grace Christian 
Academy standout is going 
to get the chance to be the 
starting quarterback at the 
University of Tennessee!

Sure, it’s a long shot, 
a dream many boys in 
this area have had.

But Smith has his foot 
in the door at Neyland 
Stadium, so to speak. Just 
think how many others would 
like to be in his shoes.

Being a preferred walk-on 
in the Vols’ Class of 2014, 
explained Smith in an interview 
via e-mail, means he gets 
everything the scholarship 
signees receive except yearly 
tuition. In time, he also will have 
an opportunity to earn that.

A lot of things, pointed out 
Smith, led to him taking the 
preferred walk-on route.

“But the biggest thing that 
really made my decision 
was when I met with coach 
(Butch) Jones, he said that he 
expects me to come in June 
1st and get in the rotation 
and compete for the starting 
position at Tennessee. He said 
he was going to give me the 
opportunity to do just that. So 
knowing that they were going to 
give me a shot was awesome.

“And also growing up in 
Knoxville and being a UT fan 
helped my decision as well.”

Mike Bajakian, Tennessee’s 
offensive coordinator and 
quarterbacks coach, came 
to Grace Christian practices 
and watched Smith throw 
against a live defense.

The 6-4, 190-pound Smith 
was a senior captain for 
Grace last fall. The pro-style 
quarterback completed 170 
of 250 passes for 3,031 
yards and 29 touchdowns 
with seven interceptions in 

helping lead Coach Randy 
McKamey’s squad to a 12-1 
record. The Rams advanced 
to the TSSAA Class 2A state 
semifinals before losing to 
eventual state champion 
Trousdale County 34-27.

Smith received offers 
from Kentucky Christian 
University, ETSU and Lindsey 
Wilson College (Ky.).

“One of the biggest reasons 
I chose to go to UT was 
the coaching staff,” stated 
Smith. “They treated me so 
well and I felt welcome. Also, 
they treat preferred walk-ons 
the same way they do guys 
on scholarship, so knowing 
that I will get all of the world 
class amenities was great.”

Smith, who wants to major 
in Business Management, 
will start at UT June 1, 
working out with the team 
and attending classes. He 
said “normal walk-ons” don’t 
start until late August.

Smith will come in as the 
Vols’ No. 5 QB, behind four 
scholarship quarterbacks. He 
also is the only quarterback in 
Tennessee’s Class of 2014.

This time last year, Charlie 
High, Christian Academy of 
Knoxville’s state record-setting 
quarterback, was a preferred 
walk-on at UT, but transferred 
to Tennessee Tech before the 
start of the 2013 season.

“Yes, I know Charlie,” 
answered Smith. “I didn’t get 
the chance to meet with him 
and discuss this opportunity.”

Heading into college, Smith 
said he feels like his strengths 
as a quarterback “are my arm 
strength and my accuracy. But 
I could definitely work on my 
touch passes and deep balls.”

Devin’s going to get that 
opportunity, and wearing 
Orange and White doing it.

What more could he ask?

By Alex Norman

Consistent readers of 
this column have noticed 
how much joy I get from 
local sports talk radio 
shows.  I don’t have offi-
cial confirmation, but at 
last count I believe that 
there are approximately 
493 local sports talk radio 
shows that folks can listen 
to in the Knoxville market.

Former Vols, includ-
ing Erik Ainge, Jayson 
Swain and Steven Pearl 
have their own shows 
on Tennessee Sports 
Radio (WVLZ AM).  Was 
Jenis Grindstaff not avail-
able?  Does Constantin 
Ritzmann not want to do 
the morning drive shift?

Established writers 
like Dave Hooker, Chris 
Low and John Brice have 
local sports talk shows as 
well.   Former TV guys like 
Steve Phillips host shows 
too, as do local veterans 
to the sports radio game 
like Tony Basilio, who has 
had a show on every radio 
station in Knoxville over 
the past two decades.  
Ok. This is an exaggera-
tion.  Only 98% of them.

The local leader is on 
afternoon drive.  John 
Wilkerson and Jimmy 
Hyams, aka “John 
and Jimmy” on Sports 
Animal 99 (WNML), 
could just say the word 
“Fulmer” over and over 
again for four hours 
and still get listeners.

There is a wide variety 
of choices, with just about 
all of these programs 
ready, willing and able to 
talk Tennessee athletics.

There is one other 
constant… the insan-
ity of the callers.

There’s Small Mike... 
or Cattleman. Or whatev-
er he calls himself these 
days while getting banned 
from show after show.  
There’s Titans Bill. There’s 
Coalfield Herman.  There’s 
Ricardo.  And Josh from 
Clinton.  They have fol-
lowings as big as some of 

You Mad 
Bro? Local 
Sports Talk 
Radio Anger 
Grows

Grace Christian QB calls 
Tennessee’s offer ‘awesome’

PhoTo By Kara MCKaMey

Devin Smith, Grace Christian Academy quarterback, looks for a receiver in a TSSAA playoff win over Oneida this past season. Smith is a member 
of the UT football program’s Class of 2014 as a preferred walk-on.
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New coach says Beavers 
already working hard

By Steve Williams
Bryson Rosser has liter-

ally been around the game 
of football all of his life.

His dad was a high 
school head coach for 28 
years.

It was only natural Rosser 
was eager to accept the 
Central High post, even 
though he was the offen-
sive coordinator and head 
coach in waiting at Hack-
ensack High School (N.J.), 
his alma mater.

At 30 years old, Rosser 
got “the itch.” And just like 
a Bobcat, he scratched it.

“Yes, I do believe this was 
the next step in my career,” 
said Rosser via e-mail, 
after he was announced 
as the Bobcats’ new head 
coach Feb. 3. “It has been 
a career goal of mine as a 
coach and I felt that this 
was a great opportunity for 
me to grow and mature in 
my coaching career. Espe-
cially in a place I am famil-
iar with.”

Rosser knows Central 
football because one of his 
previous coaching stops 
was at Oak Ridge, another 

District 3-AAA member. 
Rosser was OR’s offen-
sive coordinator on Scott 
Blade’s staff.

Prior to going to Oak 
Ridge, Rosser had been 
Blade’s offensive coordi-
nator at Nashville Hills-
boro when the Burros beat 
Maryville 10-7 in the 2008 
Class 4A state finals.

When Blade left Oak 
Ridge to take the Indepen-
dence High job in Thomp-
son’s Station prior to last 
season, Rosser returned 
to coach in his New Jersey 
hometown, where he had 
been quarterback on two 
state championship teams, 
including a No. 7 nationally 
ranked squad.

Rosser said what 
intrigues him most about 
being head coach at Cen-
tral is “the ability to put my 
stamp on this program. It 
is a school that is rich in 
pride and tradition and 
I am looking to build on 
that.

“Central is a school with 
a great number of stu-
dent-athletes and any-
time you get a chance to 

have a positive impact on 
the lives of young people 
and a community it really 
goes with my philosophy 
of life.”

Rosser, a four-year start-
er at quarterback at Ten-
nessee State University, 
will adopt a power running 
game combined with an 
up-tempo spread offense 
that has proven to be very 
successful at all three pro-
grams.

Coach Blade said his 
former assistant “will make 
an excellent addition” to 
Central High. “His knowl-
edge of the game and pas-
sion for young people is 
outstanding. The program 
will be in good hands under 
his leadership.”

Blade replaces Joe Has-
sell, who was not retained 
after a three-year record 
of 13-18 and one playoff 
appearance.

“Coach Rosser is an 
enthusiastic and innova-
tive football coach with 
unlimited potential,” said 
Central principal Jody 
Goins. “He will work tire-
lessly to produce a product 

that our community will be 
proud of on the field and 
off the field.”

J.D. Lambert, Central 
athletic director, added: 
“Coach Rosser is known 
for his ability to develop 
offensive skills. Having 
been a part of three state 
championships as a player 
and coach, he is a proven 
winner. He also has the 
character and passion to 
lead our players in a pos-
itive way on and off the 
field.”

Central had over 30 
applicants for the job, Lam-
bert said.

“My playing experience 
combined with my coach-
ing career has helped 
me grow and continue to 
learn,” said Rosser, whose 
father, Barry, was a long-
time coach of the Eastside 
High Ghosts in Paterson, 
N.J.

“Playing quarterback 
all my life, from elemen-
tary through college, has 
helped me develop in my 
‘knowledge of the game.’ 
Being able to devel-
op offensive skills and 

innovate has come from 
learning as a graduate 
assistant on a college level 
and the multiple years as 
an assistant coach at a 
number of places. I have 

had the great opportuni-
ty of working under some 
great coaches in the begin-
ning tenure of my career.”

the hosts themselves.
I’ve always thought that 

sports talk radio is the 
everyman’s therapy.  They 
can’t complain about their 
jobs to their boss.  They 
can’t get their families to 
show them respect.  But 
gosh darn it, they can 

make a phone call and 
yell for five minutes com-
plaining about how Vols 
coach Cuonzo Martin likes 
to call time-out immedi-
ately following a key made 
basket, killing momentum.

I don’t know when 
the switch was flipped.  
Maybe it has always 

been there… but more 
and more, local sports 
talk radio has become 
the outlet for the angry. 

There are a large per-
centage of local sports 
talk radio listeners that 
never call.  There are a 
large percentage of call-
ers that would like to 
have a sensible discus-
sion about a topic. 

But callers are becom-
ing more and more 
irrational, and that is 
dumbing down the Ten-
nessee fan base.

Look no further than 
calls during a coaching 
change.  The amount of 
local sports talk radio 
calls with people believing 
that Jon Gruden was going 
to be the next Vols foot-
ball coach was staggering. 

Remember the anger 
from local sports talk 
radio callers during Phil-
lip Fulmer’s final season?   
Those were NSFW… and 
not safe for anyone.

What about the con-
stant screaming during 
those 12 months follow-
ing Derek Dooley’s his-
toric loss at Kentucky?

Some local sports talk 
show hosts did nothing 
but fan the flames in that 
situation, either to boost 
ratings or because of their 

allegiance to the Universi-
ty.  Personally, I prefer my 
hosts to at least pretend 
to be objective.  Yelling at 
callers because they dis-
agree with you isn’t the 
right way to do radio.

If you were to drop 
someone into the city that 
had never been to Knox-
ville before, and forced 
them to listen to noth-
ing but local sports talk 
radio for a day, they’d 
think it was a city made 
up entirely of the insane. 

So, I am making a plea 
to the local sports talk 
radio caller.  Before the 
host welcomes you, take 
a deep breath… think 
pleasant thoughts… and 
calm the heck down.

I’d prefer to hear some-
one give coherent rea-
sons why they don’t 
believe Cuonzo Martin 
is the right coach for the 
Vols, instead of scream-
ing “We need Bruce!” 
over and over again.

If the Vols basket-
ball team fails to make 
the NCAA tournament 
for the third straight 
year, the calls for Mar-
tin’s firing will increase, 
and the angry tone in 
those calls will as well.

We can do better 
Knoxville…

You Mad Bro? Local Sports Talk Radio Anger Grows

Rosser ready to put his ‘stamp’ on Central football

Bryson Rosser

By David Klein

Overcoming a shaky start 
and lots of turnovers, the 
West Rebels used a full 
court press and pushed 
the tempo on offense in 
the second half to speed by 
the Lenoir City Tigers 57-45 
Tuesday at Farragut. West’s 
Ahmad Shell led the Rebels 
in scoring with 17 points 
and was one of three West 
scorers in double figures at 
the first round District 4AAA 
game.  

In the first half, both 
teams were sluggish as they 
turned the ball over repeat-
edly. West turned the ball 
over on its first five posses-
sions. West led after the first 
quarter by a football score of 
7-6 and 18-15 at the end of 
the first half. Max Bacon led 
the Rebels with five points 

at halftime and would end 
up with 16.

“We started off slow,” 
Shell said. “Not too much 
execution going on offense. 
We were playing nervous,” 
he emphasized.   

Lenoir City began the 
second half with a quick 5-0 
run, but West would answer 
with an 8-2 run to draw to 
four points. The Rebels then 
took the lead for good 29-27 
on a driving layup by Shell.  

The Rebels turned a two-
point lead at the end of the 
third quarter into an early 
7-point lead in the fourth on 
the strength of their press. 
West Coach Chris Kesler 
said it was defense and a 
conscious decision to push 
the tempo that led to the 
Rebels’ success.

“Halftime, we said look, 

we’re going to bring pres-
sure, pick up tempo and see 
if we can get them sped up, 
get us sped up,” Kesler said. 
“I told them, I just need you 
to play. I anticipated them 
being tight, but not that 
tight. Once we got tempo 
up, jitters would go away, 
and they would just natural-
ly start playing basketball,” 
Kesler said.

Lenoir City cut it to four, 
but the Rebels pushed the 
lead back up to 10 points 
on one basket each from 
their three leading scorers, 
including senior forward 
Peyton Lara, who had 11 
points.

“He’s that solid center-
piece,” Kesler said of Lara. 
“When he rebounds and 
plays defense and gets 
those buckets, it helps us 

out a lot on the perimeter a 
great deal and helps us be 
successful.”

West made some free 
throws in the final minutes 
and advanced to the second 
round of the district tourna-
ment with the 12 point win. 
They will play the Farragut 
Admirals at 6 p.m. on Friday, 
February 14 in a game 
postponed from Thursday 
because of snow.

“The key to beating Far-
ragut will be rebounding, 
stopping their second chanc-
es, getting them to play at 
our pace,” Shell said.

“They make free throws, 
so we gotta make sure we 
stay out of foul trouble, 
cause once they get to the 
free throw line, they don’t 
miss that much,” Lara said. 

West Uses Defense, 
Tempo to Beat Tigers

By Ken Lay 

 West Valley Middle 
School’s boys basketball 
team endured a long regu-
lar season.

The Wolves battled inju-
ries and limped to a 3-10 
finish in the Knox County 
Middle School Basketball 
Conference.

“We couldn’t get every-
body clicking,” West Valley 
coach Chuck Comer said. 
“We had a lot of injuries 
and that was really frus-
trating for us but the kids 
fought hard.

“It wasn’t until after 
Christmas until we got 
everybody together. We 
lost a lot of close games.”

The Wolves (7-13) were 
seeded 12th in the 14-team 
James A. Ivey Jr. Memorial 
Basketball Tournament.

It might’ve been easy 
for West Valley to fold. But 
as Comer said, his team 
always fought hard despite 
injuries to Tanner Corum, 
Justin Kettrell and Jake 
Klenck. Klenck pulled a 
tendon in his leg and later 
hurt his back.

The tournament provided 
the Wolves with the oppor-
tunity to start anew and 
West Valley made the most 
of its second chance.

The Wolves rode a crest 
of momentum into the 
semifinals where they bat-
tled top seed Northwest 
(which went 13-0 in the 
conference and breezed 
past Powell in the quarter-
finals).

West Valley battled val-
iantly before the Rangers, 

Wolves pull upsets, 
will play for third 

place
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‘03 CHEVY VENTURE #2845P1‘03 CHEVY VENTURE #2845P1‘06 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN #2776P1

‘09 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN #2881P1 ‘06 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN #2892P1

MINI-VAN SALE!!!

4500 CLINTON HIGHWAY • KNOXVILLE, TN • [865] 686-7760 • CLAYTONMOTORCOMPANY.COM

‘09 KIA SEDONA #2880P1‘09 KIA SEDONA #2880P1‘05 CHEVY UPLANDER #2852P1

*All down payments plus T.T.&L. & W.A.C. See dealer for terms, conditions, and interest rates. Prices include $269.50 documentary fee.
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By Steve Williams
Bryson Rosser has liter-

ally been around the game 
of football all of his life.

His dad was a high 
school head coach for 28 
years.

It was only natural Rosser 
was eager to accept the 
Central High post, even 
though he was the offen-
sive coordinator and head 
coach in waiting at Hack-
ensack High School (N.J.), 
his alma mater.

At 30 years old, Rosser 
got “the itch.” And just like 
a Bobcat, he scratched it.

“Yes, I do believe this was 
the next step in my career,” 
said Rosser via e-mail, 
after he was announced 
as the Bobcats’ new head 
coach Feb. 3. “It has been 
a career goal of mine as a 
coach and I felt that this 
was a great opportunity for 
me to grow and mature in 
my coaching career. Espe-
cially in a place I am famil-
iar with.”

Rosser knows Central 
football because one of his 
previous coaching stops 
was at Oak Ridge, another 

District 3-AAA member. 
Rosser was OR’s offen-
sive coordinator on Scott 
Blade’s staff.

Prior to going to Oak 
Ridge, Rosser had been 
Blade’s offensive coordi-
nator at Nashville Hills-
boro when the Burros beat 
Maryville 10-7 in the 2008 
Class 4A state finals.

When Blade left Oak 
Ridge to take the Indepen-
dence High job in Thomp-
son’s Station prior to last 
season, Rosser returned 
to coach in his New Jersey 
hometown, where he had 
been quarterback on two 
state championship teams, 
including a No. 7 nationally 
ranked squad.

Rosser said what 
intrigues him most about 
being head coach at Cen-
tral is “the ability to put my 
stamp on this program. It 
is a school that is rich in 
pride and tradition and 
I am looking to build on 
that.

“Central is a school with 
a great number of stu-
dent-athletes and any-
time you get a chance to 

have a positive impact on 
the lives of young people 
and a community it really 
goes with my philosophy 
of life.”

Rosser, a four-year start-
er at quarterback at Ten-
nessee State University, 
will adopt a power running 
game combined with an 
up-tempo spread offense 
that has proven to be very 
successful at all three pro-
grams.

Coach Blade said his 
former assistant “will make 
an excellent addition” to 
Central High. “His knowl-
edge of the game and pas-
sion for young people is 
outstanding. The program 
will be in good hands under 
his leadership.”

Blade replaces Joe Has-
sell, who was not retained 
after a three-year record 
of 13-18 and one playoff 
appearance.

“Coach Rosser is an 
enthusiastic and innova-
tive football coach with 
unlimited potential,” said 
Central principal Jody 
Goins. “He will work tire-
lessly to produce a product 

that our community will be 
proud of on the field and 
off the field.”

J.D. Lambert, Central 
athletic director, added: 
“Coach Rosser is known 
for his ability to develop 
offensive skills. Having 
been a part of three state 
championships as a player 
and coach, he is a proven 
winner. He also has the 
character and passion to 
lead our players in a pos-
itive way on and off the 
field.”

Central had over 30 
applicants for the job, Lam-
bert said.

“My playing experience 
combined with my coach-
ing career has helped 
me grow and continue to 
learn,” said Rosser, whose 
father, Barry, was a long-
time coach of the Eastside 
High Ghosts in Paterson, 
N.J.

“Playing quarterback 
all my life, from elemen-
tary through college, has 
helped me develop in my 
‘knowledge of the game.’ 
Being able to devel-
op offensive skills and 

innovate has come from 
learning as a graduate 
assistant on a college level 
and the multiple years as 
an assistant coach at a 
number of places. I have 

had the great opportuni-
ty of working under some 
great coaches in the begin-
ning tenure of my career.”

Bryson Rosser

By Ken Lay 

 The 2014 high school 
lacrosse season will kick 
off in grand fashion Sat-
urday with the 10th Annual 
Knoxville Lacrosse Festi-
val.

The tournament will be 
a two-day event and 14 
teams will compete Sat-
urday and Sunday at John 
Tarleton Park and will be 
co-sponsored by West 
Knox Lacrosse and the 
Webb School of Knoxville 
Lacrosse Club.

Action opens Saturday 
with games beginning at 9 

a.m. with games played by 
jamboree rules.

Play continues Sunday 
at 9 a.m. with regular-sea-
son games. The event will 
host 13 teams from Knox 
County, Nashville, Chatta-
nooga, Kentucky and North 
Carolina.

“We do this to grow the 
sport and give people the 
opportunity to come and 
see the game,” said Steve 
Laggis, who serves on 
the Board of Directors for 
the West Knox Warriors, 
an at-large Knox County 
high school team. “My son 
played for West Knox and 

he’s graduated.
“But I stuck around 

because I love watching the 
game and being around the 
kids. This is a nice kickoff 
to the season and it’s an 
opportunity for people to 
come and watch the game. 
Most times when a young 
boy sees lacrosse, he will 
want to play because it 
gives players the chance to 
hit each other with sticks.”

Laggis said Saturday’s 
Jamboree games will serve 
as final preseason tune-
ups.

“Saturday, we will play 
with jamboree rules and 

Sunday opens the regu-
lar season and we will 
play with regular rules,” he 
said. “Saturday will be like 
a spring practice game in 
football.”

The Webb lacrosse club 
and West Knox Lacrosse 
are hosting the event with 
the help of Visit Knoxville.

“We’re happy to have the 
help of Visit Knoxville and 
they’ll have some volun-
teers there,” Laggis said.

Admission to the Knox-
ville Lacrosse Festival is 
free.

By Ken Lay 

 Powell High School senior soccer 
player Deidre Gilley will continue her 
athletic career.

She made that official recently 
when she signed to play collegiate 
soccer at Pfeiffer University in North 
Carolina.

Gilley, a two-year captain for the 
Lady Panthers, was a first-team all-
District 3-AAA performer during her 
senior season and was named to the 
second team as a junior.

At Pfeiffer, she will pursue a degree 
in Special Education. Gilley said that 
it was important for her to stay close 
to home and reside close to a major 
metropolitan area.

“It is close to home, about four-
and-a-half hours away,” Gilley said in 
a statement. “It has my major, Spe-
cial Education and is also close to a 
big city.

“It is about 40 minutes north of 
Charlotte.”

By Ken Lay 

Central High School senior softball 
player Courtney Styles will spend the 
2015 season playing at Chattanooga 
State Community College.

She made it official recently when 
she signed her National Letter of Intent 
at CHS as her friends, family and team-
mates looked on.

Styles, a third baseman for the Lady 
Bobcats and one of the KIL’s top power 
hitters, chose the junior college route 
despite having offers from Carson-New-
man and the University of Kentucky.

“I wanted more playing time and I 
wanted more colleges to see me play,” 
said Styles, who is awaiting her senior 
season at Central. “I just wanted to 
play softball and I wanted to see where 
things would go for those two years.”

She plans to begin pursuit of a physi-
cal therapy degree.

Chattanooga State is expanding 
its baseball and softball complex and 
that appealed to Styles, who looks to 
again be a team leader for the Lady 
Bobcats, who will have a new coach in 
Leah Dailey, who previously coached at 
Oak Ridge and Catholic High School.

“They’re expanding to another 
campus [at Chattanooga State],” Styles 

said. “I loved the campus. It was just 
beautiful. They have a great weight 
room.”

She also developed a bond with 
some of her future teammates during 
her visit.

“I walked in and I liked the coaches 
and I liked the girls,” Styles said. “We 

just had a great chemistry.”
Styles will play college softball in 

2015 but she has one more year to 
play in Fountain City.

“We’ll see where things go this year,” 
she said.

AREA SIGNEES ON 
NATIONAL SIGNING DAY

February 5, 2014
(Submitted by Athletic Directors from high schools in the 

The Knoxville Focus’ coverage area)

BEARDEN
Caleb Bartlett, football, ETSU

Brandon Black, baseball, 
Tusculum

Chandler Greer, football, 
Appalachian State

Katie Cottrell, soccer, Carson-
Newman

Hunter Hall, soccer, Maryville 
College

Chandler Ott, swimming, 
Southern Illinois

Alisa Walker, softball, 
Cumberland College

CARTER
Antonio Brabson, football, 

Austin Peay
Hank Black, football, ETSU

CATHOLIC
Molly Dwyer, soccer, Furman 

University (S.C.)
Charlotte Sauter, soccer, 

Trevecca Nazarene
Tori Sanders, soccer, University 

of Montevallo (Ala.)
Patrick McFall, football, ETSU
Camille Baker, track, Missouri 

University of Science and 
Technology

CENTRAL
JaJuan Stinson, football, ETSU
Jonathan Holcombe, football, 

Carson-Newman

CHRISTIAN ACADEMY OF 
KNOXVILLE

Abby Allen, tennis, Milligan
Melissa Garvey, soccer, 

Campbellsville (Ky.)
Hannah Schoutko, soccer, 

Carson-Newman
Patrick Dalton, football, Austin 

Peay
Shannon Plese, softball, 

Chattanooga State
Brandon Zortman, baseball, 

Bryan College

FARRAGUT
Mady Newby, basketball, Freed-

Hardeman
Katie Beuerlein, soccer, Wofford 

College (S.C.)
Katie Cloud, soccer, Lee 

University
Josie Jennings, soccer, UT

Sarah Wickman, soccer, 
Maryville College

Bryan Phillips, football, 
Southern Virginia

Billy Williams, football, Northern 
Iowa

Will McFarland, lacrosse, Asbury 
University (Ky.)

Daniel Costigan, lacrosse, 
Missouri Valley College

Fletcher Ekern, soccer, ETSU

FULTON
Xavier Hawkins, football, 

Oregon State
Penny Smith, football, UT-

Chattanooga
Michael Scates, football, ETSU
Lennox Roper, football, Bethel 

University
Daryl Rollins-Davis, football, 

Arkansas State

GRACE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
Andy Eddins, football, Campbell 

(N.C.)
Geoffrey McReynolds, football, 

Carson-Newman
Devin Smith, football, UT 

(preferred walk-on)

HALLS
Elizabeth Dentron, soccer, 

Trevecca Nazarene
Katie Scott, softball, LMU

HARDIN VALLEY ACADEMY
Jack Defur, football, ETSU

Matt Brewer, football, ETSU
Jordan Beets, soccer, High Point 

(N.C.)

KARNS
Hagan Kennedy, baseball, 

Tusculum
Morgan Sandifer, soccer, Lee 

University
Dungan Sparks, women’s track/
cross country, Carson-Newman

POWELL
Hagen Owenby, football and 

baseball, ETSU
Deidre Gilley, soccer, Pfeiffer 

University (N.C.)
Jacob Huffaker, soccer, Lee 

University

SEYMOUR
Nick Sexton, football, ETSU

Tanner Sise, football, Carson-
Newman

Larry Kennedy, football, Carson-
Newman

Courtney Dyer, soccer, Trevecca 
Nazerene

SOUTH-DOYLE
Tyler Josey, football, Tusculum

Jacob Faucette, football, 
Shenandoah University (Va.)

THE KING’S ACADEMY
Tanisha Walker, basketball, 
Coastal Carolina University 

(S.C.)

WEBB
Anna Catharine Feaster, tennis, 

Davidson College (N.C.)
Todd Kelly Jr., football, UT

WEST
Blaise Chait, football, Maryville 

College
Justin Hodge, football, 

University of the Cumberlands 
(Ky.)

Leon Humphrey, football, ETSU
Kelton Johnson, football, 

Carson-Newman
Corey Smith, football, 
Campbellsville (Ky.)

Cody Underwood, football, UT 
(preferred walk-on)

Maya Barroso, track, Georgia 
Tech

Raina Fitzpatrick, soccer, 
Haverford College (PA.)

Graham Wall, soccer, Berry 
College (Ga.)

Avery Wang, soccer, ETSU

--COMPILED BY STEVE 
WILLIAMS

High School lacrosse season opens with festival

Gilley to play soccer at Pfeiffer University

Styles signs with Chattanooga State CC

PhoTo By DaN aNDrews.

Courtney Styles signed her Letter of Intent earlier this month. Courtney is 
pictured with mother Lisa, father Courtland and brother Chase Styles.

Pictured from right to left at Gilley’s signing: Coach Chris Thorson; Coach 
Mark Smith; Kurt Lyons, step-brother; Faith Gilley, step mother; Pat 
Gilley, grandmother; Clayton Gilley, grandfather; Micah Gilley, sister; 
Derek Broadley, KSA coach; George Robbins, grandfather; Nancy Robbins, 
grandmother; Melvin Turner, step father; Sitting Down: Cliff Gilley, father; 
Diedre Gilley; and Felecia Turner,  mother.
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who had a first-round bye, 
pulled away over the final 
six minutes and recorded 
a 42-23 victory.

Northwest, which out-
scored the Wolves 25-11 
after halftime, used a 16-7 
fourth-quarter run to put 
West Valley away.

“The kids played hard,” 
Comer said. “They’re a 
great team and they’re just 
so explosive.

“You can be down by two 
or four points and then they 
make steals and hit layups 
and you look up and you’re 
down by 10 or 12.”

The loss was far from 
devastating for West Valley, 
which will play Carter Tues-
day in the third-place game 
of the tourney Tuesday at 

5:45 p.m. at Karns Middle 
School’s Thomas L. Duff 
Memorial Gymnasium.

While the Cinderella 
story won’t result in a tour-
nament title and thus not 
have the happiest of possi-
ble endings, Comer said he 
was pleased with the way 
that his squad seized its 
second chance.

“I think these guys 
wanted to come in here 
and show some people a 
few things,” Comer said. “I 
think they wanted to show 
people that they could 
play.”

Well, West Valley certain-
ly proved its point.

The Wolves opened the 
tournament Feb. 7 with a 
narrow 53-52 road win over 
Holston, the tournament’s 
fifth seed as Cam Whaley, 

an all-county standout, 
and Drew Pember each 
scored 13 points. Colten 
Tyler added 10 points to 
help the Wolves eliminate 
the Hurricanes in East 
Knoxville.

The win at Holston set 
up a meeting with fourth-
seeded Halls at Karns on 
Saturday, Feb. 8 in the 
quarterfinals.

The Wolves were ready 
for the Demons and used 
a 52-42 win to advance to 
the semifinals.

There, Whaley and 
Dakota McGowan both 
scored 10 points to lead 
the Wolves to another 
upset win.

“In [the games against 
Holston and Halls], we 
played well together,” 
Comer said.

Cont. from page 2

Wolves pull upsets, will play 
for third place

Carter Hornets are state’s 
top-scoring basketball team

By Steve 
Williams

Gilley also noted that 
Pfeiffer boasts women’s 
soccer program that’s on 
the rise.

“The [women’s] soccer 
team won the Carolinas 
Conference last season 
and is on their way to build-
ing a very good program,” 
she said. “Elijah Denton 
is the head coach and his 

team is where I want to 
be.”

She also noted that her 
future teammates played a 
role in her decision.

“All the girls made me 
feel right at home and 
they made me feel like they 
wanted me to be there,” 
Gilley said.

She also said that she 
found the campus and the 

soccer facilities aestheti-
cally pleasing.

“I will never forget how 
I was practicing at the 
Open Event and during the 
scrimmage, as I was look-
ing around the field and the 
scenery, I knew then and 
there, that Pfeiffer Univer-
sity is where I was meant 
to be,” she said.

Gilley to play soccer at Pfeiffer University
Cont. from page 3

The old 
saying in 
s p o r t s 
a b o u t 
“of fense 
sells tick-
ets and 
defense 
w i n s 
championships” comes 
to mind when considering 
what Carter High School’s 
boys basketball team has 
done on the court this 
season.

The Hornets, under new 
coach Joby Boydstone, 
didn’t win the District 3-AA 
regular season champion-
ship, but they averaged 
92.3 points per game, 
which just might make 
them the highest scoring 
team in Knoxville prep bas-
ketball history.

“Their scoring average 
is No. 1 in the state and 
No. 2 in the nation among 
schools reporting to Max-
Preps, which is about all 
of them,” team statisti-
cian Raymond Wynn said 
Friday.

Carter, which was sched-
uled to play homestanding 
Union County in an elimina-
tion game this past Satur-
day night, scored 100 or 
more points nine times in 
the regular season.

But sometimes hitting 
the century mark wasn’t 
enough. The Hornets actu-
ally were 6-3 in games 
when they scored 100 or 
more points.

Overall, Carter was 19-7 
overall in regular season 
play and finished 6-4 in 
the district.

Win or lose, the Hor-
nets have been exciting 
all season, and an attrac-
tion.

“I’ve noticed an increase 
in the turnout of fans at 
home and on the road 
this season,” said Wynn, 
a longtime Carter support-
er. “They’ve come to check 
it out. We all want to be 
entertained.”

In their highest scor-
ing output of the season, 
Carter defeated Gatlinburg-

Pittman 114-90 on Feb. 
4.

Only three times this 
season have the Hornets 
scored under 80 points.

In 26 games, Carter 
scored 2,400 points and 
allowed 2,032 points.

Boydstone brought his 
fast-paced style of play 
from Georgia. “Disciplined 
chaos” is what he calls it.

“His offensive style is 
very energetic,” said Tucker 
Greene after the Hornets 
pulled out a 85-74 win over 
Union County at home on 
Feb. 7. “ If you don’t run, 
you don’t play. Every time 
down the court. You’ve got 
to keep running and run-
ning. If you stop running, 
he’ll get you out to get your 
breath and get some new 
legs in.

“It’s been real effective, 
because we’re all fast. 
Many of us played football, 
so we work on our speed 
every practice through-
out the year. So when 
you run in basketball and 
run in football, it just car-
ries over. You’re doing the 
same thing you did in the 
last sport.

“The transition wasn’t 
hard at all, because in 

football you’re running 
sprints and in basketball 
you’re running a new thing 
called system, which is 
kind of the same thing.”

Greene is joined by foot-
ballers Hank Black, Charles 
Mitchell and Toy ‘Shawn 
Winton on the basketball 
team.

Jordan Bowden and 
Blake Dutton join Mitchell, 
Black and Greene in the 
Hornets’ starting lineup.

“I think we can go far,” 
said Greene, who helped 
lead Carter to a 9-1 record 
in football last fall. “Tonight 
we didn’t have our best 
game, but we still came 
out with a W. When we 
put things together like 
we have before, nobody 
can beat us. Our goal is 
MTSU.”

That’s the site of the 
TSSAA state tournament.

District tourney action 
finishes up this week and 
then it will be on to the 
regionals and Sub-State 
play.

 If you’re a prep basket-
ball fan, and the Hornets 
are still in the running, they 
would be worth checking 
out, if you haven’t already.

PhoTo By DaNIeL NeeDhaM

Carter High’s Jordan Bowden slams the ball through the 
net for two of his game-high 19 points in the Hornets’ 85-
74 win over Union County on Feb. 7. Carter averaged 92.3 
points per game in the regular season -- tops in the state!
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When I started my sab-
batical a friend advised me 
to be careful and not pro-
voke my wife.  I assured 
her that a married man 
north of sixty knows the 
rules.  Becky and I have a 
successful marriage and 
the key aspect is equal-
ity strengthened by the 
wisdom of Ecclesiastes 
4:12.  Though I was the 
bread winner, she man-
aged our home, and both 
of these roles contributed 
equally to the success of 
our family.

You may find it strange, 
but I like to go to the gro-
cery store; Becky encourag-
es this quirk because she 
does not.  In one sense I 
find this strange because 
in general women like to 
shop – men just buy.  This 
was recently demonstrat-
ed when I was sent to the 
grocery to buy a certain 
parmesan cheese that 
was on sale.  When Becky 
was returning the full price 
cheese, she explained 

to the young man at the 
Kroger’s Customer Service 
desk, “My sweet husband 
is recently retired and I sent 
him for…”  As I sheepishly 
looked on I saw the clerk 
nod with understanding 
as he interrupted my wife 
and said, “Give it to me.”  
On behalf of all husbands I 
later thanked him.

As a conservative and 
Constitutionalist I believe 
in equal opportunity under 
law.  However, inequality is 
a reality of this universe.  I 
needn’t whine about not 
being a great football player 
like Peyton Manning or not 
having the same measure 
of grace as my wife.  

The acme of Enlighten-
ment thought was cap-
tured in our Declaration 
of Independence written 
by Thomas Jefferson.  His 
noble words hold “these 
truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created 
equal.”  Jefferson went 
on to say that we are all 
“endowed by their Creator 

with certain unalienable 
Rights,” and to secure 
life, liberty and happiness, 
“Governments are insti-
tuted among Men.”  The 
Founders established for 
us a representative repub-
lic predicated on the rule of 
law that mandates we all be 
treated equally under the 
Constitution, our operat-
ing agreement of civil order.  
This does imply equal out-
comes.

In 2008 United States 
Senator and Presidential 
candidate Barack Hus-
sein Obama stated that he 
taught Constitutional law 
for ten years and he prom-
ised he would not use Exec-
utive orders of the Presiden-
cy like George Bush.  At his 
inauguration Obama swore 
(twice) to “preserve, protect 
and defend the Constitu-
tion of the United States.”  
Truthfulness appears to be 
a problem with this pres-
ident, and his exercise of 
an “imperial presidency” 
even disturbs liberal Con-
stitutional Law professors 
like Jonathan Turley.  The 
professor is mystified why 
the media and Democrats 
don’t join Republicans and 
conservatives in opposing 
this “dangerous” shift in 
power of the Obama pres-
idency.  He accuses the 
people of being “enablers” 
of Obama’s assault on 
the Constitution.  Pro-
fessor, seventy-four per-
cent of Americans oppose 
Obama’s usurpation of 
power through Executive 

Orders.  Mark Levin and 
many others have shouted 
the warnings for years.  The 
mantra, “I hope he (his poli-
cies) fails” has been around 
since January 2009.  In this 
late hour the professor 
cries out to Congressional 
Democrats to reassert Leg-
islative power and restore 
Constitutional balance.  

Actually, Congressional 
conservatives have tried to 
rein in the profligate spend-
ing of Obama and the Dem-
ocrats, and were pilloried.  
Senator Rand Paul is also 
trying to restrain Obama 
by suing him over the NSA 
brouhaha.  Don’t hold your 
breath for any speedy 
redress.  The last option 
is impeachment, but the 
cry of racist would ensue.  
We’ve seen that opposition 
to the One is labeled as big-
otry not policy. 

Some years ago I wrote 
about the novel “Atlas 
Shrugged” by Ayn Rand.  I 
see innumerable parallels 
between that dystopian 
vision and our own reality.  
Even our politics (the busi-
ness of the people) is col-
ored by Orwellian speech.  
Obama’s presidential 
parrot…er, spokesman, 
along with Nancy Pelosi 
and the New York Times, 
now tell us that not work-
ing is “liberating.”  They say 
that when men are freed 
from working at jobs they 
don’t like to buy health-
care or food they can then 
pursue artistic endeavors 
or be home with the kids 

since Obama-care and 
the welfare state supply a 
safety net.  It’s wonderful 
that those who work will 
pay for food stamps, unem-
ployment, and healthcare 
subsidies of those who 
don’t.  How wonderful that 
Obama raised the minimum 
wage of government con-
tract workers by Executive 
Order.  Those mean com-
panies will now have to pay 
their workers more. Never 
mind that the cost will be 
passed along to those who 
still work and pay taxes.

Again in this election year 
we hear the Democrat feel-
ing-based cry for raising the 
minimum wage.  Factually, 
only 1.2% of those who still 
work do so for the minimum 
wage, which was designed 
as entry level pay for those 
without skills.  The expec-
tation is that by learning 
skills, being reliable and 
working hard, wages will 
rise to retain the worker 
as a valuable employee.  
Experts agree that rais-
ing the national minimum 
wage will have no measur-
able effect on the economy.   
However, as a hypotheti-
cal exercise let’s raise the 
wage of McDonald workers 
to $20 an hour.  Will you 
be willing to pay $10 for a 
Big Mac so that the burger 
chef has more?  There is 
a price for everything and 
the market is a better way 
to assign value than our 
erstwhile President who 
has never run a lemon-
ade stand and promotes 

inequality and class war-
fare at every opportunity.

Let’s conclude with the 
biggest issue of our day: 
Obama-care.  Some have 
argued that we voted for 
government healthcare, 
twice.  The problem is it’s 
more expensive, more 
restrictive and, according 
to the CBO (Congressio-
nal Budget Office), it will 
cost America another 2.3 
million jobs and still leave 
thirty million uninsured.  Is 
there equality under law 
when Obama can decide 
every morning who must 
comply with his law and 
who doesn’t?

Hillary Clinton and Obama 
call themselves “modern 
progressives.”  The major 
news media call them-
selves journalists.  They 
are largely to blame for not 
reporting Obama’s policies 
without their progressive 
bias.  However, equally cul-
pable are many Americans 
who seem more interested 
in reality TV and their plea-
sures than civic virtue.  

These choices have been 
made before.  In 100AD 
Tacitus said of his fellow 
Roman citizens, “They have 
surrendered their rights to 
live as free men.”  

Pogo said it best, “We 
have met the enemy and 
he is us.”     
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Do you have a question for 
Dr. Ferguson? 

Please e-mail him at 
fergusonj@knoxfocus.com.

Inequality

Find out the important facts and 
figures about your personal car-
diovascular and pulmonary health 
at The University of Tennessee 
Medical Center’s HeartWise event 
scheduled for Saturday, February 
22, 7:30 a.m. – noon in the medi-
cal center’s Heart Lung Vascular 
Institute. At HeartWise, UT Medi-
cal Center physicians, nurses and 
other health professionals will 
offer several free or discounted 
health screenings and health edu-
cation talks related to heart, lung 
and vascular disease.

The health education programs 
at Heart Wise are open to all. 
Those age 50 and older, or with 
a family history of heart disease 
are encouraged to participate 
in the health screenings offered 
during the event. The screenings 
include:

• Comprehensive cardiovascular 

risk assessment, including cho-
lesterol/glucose testing, carotid 
and AAA ultrasound evaluation 
and EKG. Cost is $30. Fasting is 
required for this screening.

• COPD (Chronic Obstructive 
Pulmonary Disease) screening. 
Free screening.

The free health education pro-
grams being offered include the 
following:

• Eating Healthy, the Mediter-
ranean Way

• Healthy Living Kitchen free 
cooking demonstrations

The medical center will offer 
free parking that day for those 
coming to the Heart Wise event. 
For more information about Heart 
Wise, visit online at www.utmed-
icalcenter.org. or to schedule a 
screening or reserve a seat for 
the cooking class, call 865-305-
6970.

The Healthy Living Kitchen 
team will offer a free cooking 
class in conjunction with Heart-
Wise, a comprehensive com-
munity wellness fair, on Satur-
day, February 22 from 10:30 – 
11:30 a.m. at UT Medical Cen-
ter’s Heart Lung Vascular Insti-
tute. An educational program 
on the Mediterranean diet, fol-
lowed by the free cooking class 
will teach individuals how to 
incorporate simple, delicious 
recipes into every day meals. 
Both are free, but registration 
is required.

Research has shown that the 
traditional Mediterranean diet 

reduces the risk of heart dis-
ease. An analysis of more than 
1.5 million healthy adults dem-
onstrated that following a Med-
iterranean diet was associat-
ed with a reduced risk of death 
from heart disease and cancer, 
as well as a reduced incidence 
of Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s 
diseases. 

“Eating a Mediterranean diet 
can help promote health and 
help prevent disease,” said 
Jane Kelly, RN, CWPC, nurse 
specialist and lifestyle coun-
selor with the Healthy Living 
Kitchen team. “This diet is one 
your whole family can enjoy and 

follow for good health.”
HeartWise is scheduled for 

7:30 a.m. until noon on Febru-
ary 22 and will be held in the 
Heart Lung Vascular Institute at 
UT Medical Center. In addition 
to the cooking class and the 
program on the Mediterranean 
diet, the event will offer a com-
prehensive cardiovascular risk 
assessment ($30), a free COPD 
Pulmonary screening, and other 
educational programs.

For more information on 
HeartWise, or to schedule a 
screening or reserve a seat for 
the cooking class, call 865-
305-6970.

UT Medical Center offers heart healthy programs
Healthy Living Kitchen Offers 

Free Cooking Class



PAGE D2 The Knoxville Focus February 17, 2014

If you have a 
history of heart 
problems, you 
will likely have an 
arteriogram.  It 
would be good if 
all people took a 
spiritual arterio-
gram to discover 
your heart health.  
So for a few 
moments, I invite 
you to let dye flow through 
your bloodstream to help 
locate some blockages in 
your spiritual health.

In order to go through 
this procedure, let me offer 
a few questions for your 
consideration.  The first 
question: “What in your life 
disappoints you?”  When 
we face major disappoint-
ment, it may be revealing 
something in our life that is 
more important than God.  

The second question: 
“What do you find yourself 
often complaining about?”  
Ask someone close to you 
about your usual com-
plaints, because often we 
do not even know what we 
complain about.  For exam-
ple, if you often complain 
about a lack of respect at 
work, perhaps what others 
think of you is more impor-
tant than what it should 

be.  What you 
complain about 
reveals what is 
important to you.  

The third ques-
tion: “What are 
you spending 
your money on?”  
Jesus said that 
where your trea-
sure is, there your 
heart will be also 

(Matthew 6:21).  Look at 
your receipts and find out 
what is most important to 
you.  Obviously there are 
needs of food, shelter, and 
clothing, but beyond these 
how do you spend your 
money and how much are 
you giving toward the work 
of the Kingdom of God?

The fourth question:  
“What do you worry about?”  
Sometimes we care about 
something or someone so 
intensely that it captures 
our heart.  We fear losing 
this and it robs our sleep 
and peace.  If this is the 
case, this is taking the 
place of God.

The fif th question: 
“Where do you go for com-
fort?”  Do you turn to com-
fort food, a six pack, por-
nography, video games, 
pain killers, or to God?  It 
is not a matter of whether 

life will fall in around you 
but when.  And when the 
ceiling drops in, where will 
you turn?  Difficulties of life 
are opportunities for us to 
lean on the Lord.

The sixth question: 
“What makes you mad?”  
If you can’t stand losing, 
perhaps your idol is being 
the best all the time.  When 
you are cut off by a crazy 
driver, how is it that person 
can suddenly rule your 
emotions?  A quick temper 
reveals what is important 
to you.  

The final question: 
“Where does your imagi-
nation take you?”  Our 
dreams tell much about 
what we think about.  Why 
do you think about these 
things?  Is your desire to 
glorify God with your life or 
for others to glorify you?

Hopefully this heart 
check will help you identi-
fy possible problem areas 
that you need to surren-
der to the Lord.  Let God 
be your source of strength 
and hope.

(Questions posed by 
Kyle Idleman in “gods at 
war,” pages 37-40).

By Mark 
Brackney,
Minister of the 
Arlington Church 
of Christ

Faith
Heart Health

Seymour United Methodist
The Boy Scouts will host 

a pancake breakfast and 
pinewood derby competi-
tion on Friday, Feb 21st, at 
5 p.m., continuing at 5AM 
on Saturday, Feb 22nd,  in 
the Fellowship Hall.  Con-
tact Tom or Becky Moak for 
further information.

Next Sunday, Feb. 23rd, 
there is a Finance Team 
meeting scheduled for 
12:15 p.m. 

For further informa-
tion about the church and 
events, visit www.seymou-
rumc.org.
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Continued on page 4

House to Home

Halls Republican Club 
The Halls Republican Club will meet 

on Monday, February 17, 2014. Fel-
lowship and snacks from 6:00-7:00 
p.m.; meeting from 7:00-8:00 p.m at 
the Boys & Girls Club of Halls/Powell 
,located at 1819 Dry Gap Pike just off 
of E. Emory Rd. across from Brickey-
McCloud Elementary School.

Guest speakers will be Republi-
cans running for various offices in the 
upcoming election:  Greg McMillan, 
Patty Jane Lay, Ray Jenkins, Billy 
Stokes, and Kristi Davis.  The Judicia-
ry Bench have been invited to come 

and will be given an opportunity to 
speak briefly.

Healthy Choices class
Healthy Choices, a plant-based 

FREE cooking class, to help prevent/
reverse some cancers, diabetes, 
heart disease, and obesity, will host 
Melody Prettyman, gourmet chef as 
seen on 3ABN TV at its next monthly 
meeting, 6:00 p.m., Tuesday, March 
11th in the church fellowship hall at 
the North Knoxville 7th-Day Adventist 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

A Day Away

By Mike Steely

W e ’ v e 
had a weird 
winter and 
it seems it 
is ice and 
snow every 
other week 
with very 
little sun 
and warmth 
in between. 
It’s a good 
t ime to 
take a day 
away from the house and 
get downtown to visit some 
of the city’s by-gone days. 
There are lots of things to 
do and much to see, so 
gather up the family and 
get downtown on a week-
end when the parking is 
free and so are many of 
the sites.

The winter has also been 
an odd time at the historic 
Blount Mansion, with the 
estate closed since Sep-
tember for renovation. It 
looks like it will be reopen-
ing soon and the staff has 
been busy during the clos-
ing.

Katie Stringer,  Director, 

and Dav id 
Hearnes, Assis-
tant Direc -
tor, have been 
watching the 
renovation work 
and sor ting 
through items, 
old correspon-
dence and offi-
cial records.  
The current 
repairs and 
upgrades were 

much needed to the 222-
year-old house, which may 
be the oldest frame house 
in Tennessee. It shares that 
claim with the John Carter 
Manson in Elizabethton. 
The Blount home was built 
in 1792 and the Carter 
house was built between 
1775 and 1800. 

Hearnes told The Focus 
that improvements, which 
are about 98% complet-
ed, include new mechani-
cal and electrical systems, 
doors, and a new security 
system. The mansion has 
also had new underground 
work to run utilities. He 
said that previous work 

done to stabilize the build-
ing actually did the oppo-
site and severely affected 
the structure. A timber spe-
cialist was consulted and 
made recommendations 
on how to best repair the 
old home. 

Stringer says that stage 
two involves painting, wood-
working, repairs and car-
pentry. She said that Gov-
ernor Blount’s birthday is 
March 26th, and she hopes 
the mansion will be open 
by then and welcoming vis-
itors. Stringer added that 
the public reopening will 
take place without the fur-
niture, so that visitors can 
see the original interior. 

The small mansion was 
built by William Blount, the 
first and only governor of the 
Southwest Territory, as his 
home and seat of govern-
ment. Blount was appoint-
ed Governor of the territory 
by President George Wash-
ington and also acted as 
Indian Agent, so treaties 
and talks were held at the 
home. He was also active 
in preparing Tennessee 

for statehood and, after-
wards, served the state in 
other capacities including 
as U. S. Senator. Senator 
Blount was the first sena-
tor to face impeachment 
for dealings with the noto-
rious John Chisholm in an 
attempt to secure Florida 
and Louisiana from Spain 
and deliver it to England. 
The impeachment was 
later dismissed.

Over the years sever-
al owners and residents 
have lived there, including 
Blount’s half-brother, Wiley, 
the Mc Clung Family, and 
John Mason Boyd. It was 
visited by many Chero-
kee Chiefs, Andrew Jack-
son, John Sevier, Andrew 
Michaux, and John Chish-
olm. Another visitor to the 
house during the Civil War 
was Bell Boyd, a noted Con-
federate spy.

The mansion was 
acquired in 1926 through 
the efforts of Mary Boise 
Temple and the Bonnie 
Kate Daughters of the Rev-
olution. Today it is operat-
ed by the Blount Mansion 

Association. You can help 
preserve the area’s first 
capitol by becoming a 
member and contribut-
ing and you can even use 
PayPal at http://tinyurl.
com/BMADonate.

Although the mansion 
has been closed, the Visi-
tor’s Center is open Tues-
day through Friday each 
week and features an exhib-
it of furniture from the fron-
tier period and a Civil War 
exhibit. The Blount Man-
sion is located downtown 
at 299 West Hill Street. 

You can call for informa-
tion at 525-2375 or email 
the director at Director@
blountmansion.org. 

While you’re there you 
might want to walk up the 
hill to the Old Knox County 
Courthouse and pay your 
respects to Tennessee’s 
first governor and patriot 
John Sevier. He and his first 
and second wife are buried 
there and, in the walls of 
the building, are the tomb-
stones from their original 
graves.

A  ‘Staycation’ at Blount Mansion

Photo by Mike Steely

The Blount Mansion may be reopened soon after much 
renovation. The mansion’s Visitor Center is open every 
day Tuesday through Friday with a display of mansion 
furniture and a Civil War exhibit.

He scored over 2,000 
points in both his high 
school and college careers.  
He became a college All-
American and was later 
named to Carson-New-
man’s Team of the Centu-
ry.  He played softball for 
22 years and was named 
to the Knoxville Softball 
Hall of Fame.  Despite his 
achievements in athletics, 
however, Tommy Everette may best 
be known these days as a teacher, 
coach, and principal.  After spending 
31 years with Knox County Schools, 
this former school administrator 
enjoys retirement on his farm in Cor-
ryton.

Even while he was with the schools, 
Tommy spent summers doing farm 
work.  Our father always enjoyed 
seeing him and his father-in-law, the 
late Reed McKelvey, going up the road 
on their tractors headed to a hayfield.  
Everette has been married to his high 
school sweetheart, the former Caro-
lyn McKelvey, for 47 years.  Carolyn 
is a Carson-Newman graduate and 
taught in Knox County Schools for 33 
years.  She recalls riding on a bus to 
one of Tommy’s All-Star games and 
holding their two-year-old son on her 
lap.  In front of them sat the legend-
ary Kentucky coach, Adolph Rupp, for 
whom Rupp Arena is named.  What a 
special moment that was to tell their 
son about later in life.

Carolyn shared more memories of 
her years growing up in Corryton.  She 
would ride her bicycle up Boruff Road 
to McGinnis Grocery on the corner of 
Boruff and Emory Roads.  With the 
fifty cents her mother had given her, 
Carolyn bought a loaf of bread, bolo-
gna, and a carton of “dopes.”  “That’s 
what we called them,” my mother 
said when I repeated the comment to 
her.  I had forgotten the word we used 

for carbonated beverages 
back then, but I remem-
bered hearing our grand-
father call them “dopes,” 
as well.  I was intrigued by 
Carolyn’s comment about 
“dopes” and mentioned it 
to Coach Bob Dagley.  

“That’s what we called 
them,” he said.  Even the 
“son of country storekeep-
ers,” Perry McGinnis, told 

me those exact words, too.  While 
“dopes” was a part of our everyday 
language back then, those refresh-
ing bottles of cold drinks were usually 
reserved for cookouts or parties.  

The Everettes have a son and a 
daughter who followed in her parents’ 
footsteps and became a teacher and 
coach.  They have one grandson, 
one granddaughter, and one grand-
dog!  Animals are a common sight 
on their farm; goats, donkeys, and 
cattle roam the grounds.  In retire-
ment, the tables are turned.  Instead 
of Tommy receiving reports, he has 
to turn in nightly reports on the ani-
mals to their granddaughter! Tommy 
and Carolyn are members of Clapps 
Chapel United Methodist Church.  

Sitting on the wraparound porch 
overlooking the Everette farm is a 
perfect place to reflect on where you 
have been---and enjoy every moment 
of where you are today.  “I would like 
to thank Coach Dagley for being more 
than just a coach,” Tommy says.  “I 
realize how fortunate we were to have 
had him as a coach.  For me person-
ally, making me focus on life after 
basketball helped me stay focused 
after a very successful career in bas-
ketball.”  Those comments speak well 
for the coach---and the player!  (This 
is No. 25 in the series on the Eagles’ 
incredible season and the closing seg-
ment on Tommy Everette.  The series 
will resume in the coming weeks.)

By Ralphine Major
ralphine3@yahoo.

com

Standing Tall on the Court (Part VI)

Life on the farm
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AlterAtions
JOANNE’s ALTERATIONs 

PANTs HEMMING $5, 
sPECIALIZING IN JEANs CALL 

JOANNE 579-2254

cerAmic tile 
instAllAtion

CERAMIC TILE INsTALLATION          
FLOORs, WALLs, REPAIRs           

34 YEARs EXPERIENCE         
JOHN 938-3328

child cAre

cleAning

elder cAre

CAREGIVER                                    
IN HOME / FACILITY                  

HOURLY OR 24/7               
(sPECIAL 24 HR. RATE)            

865-919-4802

10YRs. EXP. WILL CARE FOR 
THE ELDERLY 731-438-7825

electriciAn
RETIRED ELECTRICIAN 

AVAILABLE FOR sERVICE 
CALLs & sMALL JOBs. WAYNE 

455-6217 

excAvAting

BOBCAT/BACKHOE /sMALL 
DUMP TRUCK. sMALL JOB 

sPECIALIsT CELL 660-9645 OR 
688-4803

gutter 
cleAning
GUTTER CLEANING, 

INsTALLATION OF 5 INCH AND 
REPAIR OF FAsCIA BOARD 

936-5907

hAndymen
HANDYMAN FOR HIRE-

PAINTING, DRYWALL REPAIR, 
CARPENTRY, PREssURE 

WAsHING, GUTTERs CLEANED, 
HAULING MOsT HOUsEHOLD 

REPAIRs  BOB 255-5033; 
242-6699

lAwncAre
CEDAR RIDGE LAWN & 
LANDsCAPE OWNER/ 

OPERATOR sEAN RAKEs 776-
8838 CEDARRIDGELAWN@

YAHOO.COM  

home repAir / 
mAintenAnce

metAl works

pAinting

self storAge

roofing

sHINGLE & METAL ROOFs, 
ROOF & CHIMNEY REPAIRs,  

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
705-7069

roofing

stump 
removAl

swim lessons

sWIM LEssONs: YOUTH & 
ADULT sWIM CLAssEs. NEW 

CLAssEs BEGIN EACH MONTH. 
CALL THE JUMP sTART 

PROGRAM AT AssOCIATED 
THERAPEUTICs FOR MORE 
INFORMATION. 687-4537

Call 686-9970 
to place your 

Classified 
or Service 
Directory 

advertisement.

service Directory

public notice

Adoption
A TRULY HAPPILY MARRIED 
COUPLE LONGs TO ADOPT 
NEWBORN. WILL PROVIDE 

sECURITY, GOOD EDUCATION, 
AND ENDLEss LOVE. 

EXPENsEs PAID NAOMI AND 
KEN 1-888-802-0265. WWW.

NAOMIANDKEN.COM

bulletin 
boArd

employment

Auto for sAle
2009 F-150 sUPERCREW XL. 
HAs WARRANTY. 37K MILEs.  

$18,900. (865) 494-0298

computers 
for sAle

DELL COMPUTER $100 CALL 
JAMEs 237-6993 OR 230-

8788. DELL COMPUTERs COME 
WITH FLAT sCREEN MONITOR, 
KEYBOARD, MOUsE, WINDOWs 

XP & MICROsOFT WORD.

ebooks for 
sAle

opportunity

reAl estAte
for rent

HALLs 3 BR BRICK RANCHER 
FOR RENT 384-2542

..............................................

N. KNOXVILLE VERY NICE 
2BR/2BA CONDO $695/MO 

NOW AVAILABLE. 1YR LEAsE 
688-9988X112

..............................................

FOUNTAIN CITY N. KNOXVILLE 
1 & 2 BDRM APARTMENTs, 

FROM $375.+ WWW.
KNOXAPARTMENTs.NET           

CALL TENANT’s CHOICEsM 
(865) 637-9118

reAl estAte
for rent

 

reAl estAte
for sale

cLAssiFieDs

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Fresh Lemon And 
Ginger Muffins

2 TBSP coarsely chopped, peeled fresh ginger root
Zest from 1 or 2 lemons, grated fine
1/2 cup (1 stick) butter, at room temperature
1 cup granulated sugar
2 eggs.
1 tsp baking soda
1 cup plain yogurt or buttermilk
2 cups plain flour
1/4 cup freshly squeezed lemon juice
2 TBSP granulated sugar

Heat oven to 375°. Grease 12 muffin cups or use 
foil or paper baking cups. Finely chop the ginger. 
Finely grate the lemon peel so you have two table-
spoons. In a large bowl, beat butter and the 1 cup 
sugar with a wooden spoon or electric mixer until 
pale and fluffy. Beat in eggs, one at a time. Add 
ginger and lemon peel. Stir baking soda into yogurt 
or buttermilk; it will start to bubble and rise up. Fold 
flour into ginger mixture one third at a time, alternat-
ing with the yogurt. When well blended, scoop into 
muffin cups. Bake 18 to 20 minutes, or until lightly 
browned and springy to the touch.

While muffins bake, mix lemon juice and the 2 
TBSP sugar in a small dish. Stir until sugar dissolves. 
When muffins are baked, remove from oven and let 
cool 3 to 5 minutes in pan. Remove from pan and 
dip top into lemon juice and sugar mixture.

Church, 6530 Fountain City 
Road.  Participants must 
pre-register by March 8th 
to be assured of samples, 
meal service, and hand-
outs.  Call Kathy at (865-
314-8204) or go online 
(www.KnoxvilleInstep.com) 

to register.

Inskip Neighborhood 
Association meeting

The Inskip Neighborhood 
Association will meet on 
Tuesday, Feb. 25 at 6 p.m. 
at the Inskip Baptist Church 
on Rowan Road. The asso-
ciation is discussing items 

of concern including traf-
fic, the need for sidewalks, 
litter pickup and beautifi-
cation. All Inskip residents 
are invited to attend. Offi-
cer Travis Porter has been 
assigned as Liaison for the 
area.

 
Board of Trustees meeting

The quarterly meeting of 
the Board of Trustees of 
the Richard L. Bean Juve-
nile Service Center will be 
at 1 p.m. on February 20, 
2014 in the main court-
room of the Carey E. Gar-
rett Juvenile Court Build-
ing located at 3323 Divi-
sion Street. 
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