
May 9, 2016	 www.knoxfocus.com	 PAGE A1

May 9, 2016

FREE
Take One!

WANTED 
Quality Consignments. 

Quality Antiques.
Fountain City Auction 
for all of your auction needs 

(865)604-3468

Continue on page 2

City Council

Knox County Law Direc-
tor Richard “Bud” Arm-
strong has been elected 
President of the Tennes-
see County Attorneys Asso-
ciation (TCAA) at its Spring 
Conference held April 
29-30, 2016 in Chatta-
nooga. The TCAA consists 
of County Attorneys and 
their deputies from both 
urban and rural counties 
across the state of Tennes-
see. It provides an opportu-
nity for County Attorneys to 
network and to share their 
research and experienc-
es. In addition it provides 

continuing legal education 
opportunities specifically 
designed to address those 
issues faced by County 
Attorneys. Many topics of 
interest include civil rights 
and employment litigation, 
open meetings and open 
records requirements, 
ethics education, American 
with Disabilities Act (ADA), 
blighted properties and 
jail overcrowding to name 
a few.

“It is a great honor to 
be selected by my peers 
to lead this organization,” 
Armstrong said. “This group 

represents the best of gov-
ernment lawyers from 
across the state of Tennes-
see, and I am humbled to 
represent them.”

As President, Arm-
strong will provide lead-
ership to the Association 
and ensure that County 
Attorneys across the state 
receive quality education 
and training, by conduct-
ing seminars as well as pro-
moting the Association as a 
clearinghouse for informa-
tion and exchange of ideas 
of concern. Through these 
efforts Tennessee County 

attorneys will provide con-
tinued excellence and qual-
ity service to their govern-
mental clients.

Armstrong has served 
on the Board of the TCAA 
since 2013. He has held 
the offices of vice-presi-
dent and president-elect. 
He will be in charge of the 
TCAA annual spring con-
ference and meeting to be 
held in Knoxville in 2017. 
He will also be responsible 
for their training activities 
for the coming year.

By Mike Steely
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Aside from a first reading of the mayor’s budget pro-
posal and approving wine applications for twenty-one 
Weigel’s stores and Earth Fare markets, the Knoxville 
City Council will also consider approving the planning 
commission’s proposed One Year Plan during their meet-
ing Tuesday.

The agenda also includes an initial discussion on 
the “Alternative Financial Services” zoning regulations. 
Quick-cash businesses have grown considerably within 
the city over the past few years and have generated 
many complaints from neighboring businesses and res-
idents. The new regulations restrict the businesses to 
certain zones and limits the distance between the “alter-
native” cash stores for new establishments.

The Department of Community Development is asking 
the council to approve $34,525 in Neighborhood Small 
Grants for community building activities planned by 
15 neighborhood organizations. The funding would 
go to projects like neighborhood sign and picnic table 
upgrades to a Fifty Year Celebration.

The recommended grants within the proposal include 
awards to Adair Gardens, the Carriage Lane Condomini-
um Association, the Fountaincrest Neighborhood Asso-
ciation, the Green Hills Residents Association, the Histor-
ic Holston Hills Community Club, the Inskip Community 
Association, the Lindbergh Forest Neighborhood Asso-
ciation, Our Community Organization, the Timbercrest 
Neighborhood Association, the Morningside Heights 
Homeowners Association, the Oakwood-Lincoln Park 
Neighborhood Association, Old North Knoxville, Inc., 
the Parkridge Community Organization and the RiverHill 
Gateway Neighborhood Association. 

Updating the city’s traffic control system for almost 
$9 million in an agreement with the state and with $1.4 
million from the city will also be discussed. Updating 
the traffic control system on Chapman Highway is also 
on the agenda in an agreement with Kimley-Horn and 
Associates for $335,000. 

The mayor may also be authorized to apply for a 
$200,000 grant from the federal government for Knox-
ville Area Transit’s “Rides to Wellness Assistance” with 
a city match of $50,000. Another grant application may 
be considered with the Tennessee Office of Criminal Jus-
tice for $106,500 for an advocate position at the Family 
Justice Center.

A $25,000 agreement with Stellar Visions and Sound 
will be discussed to provide sound equipment at events 
on Market Square and “Oh Wind, Inc.” could get $77,968 
for a portable ice rink to be used in the Christmas in the 
City celebration. A discussion on standards for electri-
cal codes to include Mobile Food Trucks will also be 
discussed.

 

The Karns Little Free Library was installed last week thanks to a grant from 
the Junior League of Knoxville, AVID students at Karns, and AVID Coordina-
tor and English teacher Debra Kender Hall of Karns High School. The “take 

a book, return a book” library is located outside “We’re Cooking” in Karns at 7664 
Oak Ridge Highway. There is a growing number of the little free library boxes in 
our county and this one was built and painted as just one of the AVID students 
projects this year.  AVID stands for Advancement via Individual Determination in 
preparation for college. (Photos Courtesy of Casey Robison and Debra Hall)

ARMSTRONG ELECTED TO LEAD TENNESSEE COUNTY ATTORNEYS 

By Mike Steely
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The Knoxville Disabled American Vet-
erans, Chapter 24, will hold a Memorial 
Service for Veterans Thursday at 5:30 
p.m. with a meal prepared by the Aux-
iliary and a 6:30 service with Chaplin 
Harold Wilson. The DAV post is located 
at 2600 Holbrook Avenue, above the 
Fountain City Park. 	

The Knoxville Chapter of DAV needs 
your help. The organization, with about 
900 members, has several programs 
for veterans, especially for the disabled 
due to service injuries.

Commander Larry Long and past com-
mander Rick Lynch, told The Knoxville 
Focus that the DAV loans equipment 
such as scooters, walkers, powered 
and regular wheelchairs, and adjustable 

Knox County Law Director Richard “Bud” Armstrong

Karns High School AVID Students Launch ‘Little Free Library’

Above, Karns AVID students Katie Kenner, Dallas Drummond, Autumn Brown and 
Tayveon Crowley work on the Little Library.

City moves to 
restrict quick 
cash stores

DAV to hold Memorial Service, 
calls for wheel chairs

Photo by Mike Steely.

Rick Lynch and Larry Long stand outside the DAV  post in Fountain City 
preparing to deliver a wheel chair to a veteran in need. The Disabled Amer-
ican Veteran local organization needs more equipment such as powered 
wheel chairs, scooters, adjustable beds and walkers. You can help by call-
ing 689-7789 or contacting Commander Long at daddyoo42@aol.com
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Spotlit on Disleksia 

By Sally Absher
sallyabsher@

knoxfocus.com

Cont. from page 1

Network 
Technologies

573-8785
10922 Chapman Hwy

Reasonable rates
Local and friendly service

16 years in Business 
 Call for details and pricing! 

Pre-owned phones for most 
CDMA and GSM carriers 

available

Fully refurbished models and 
Trade-ins

Handsets used under 15 days

All phones thoroughly tested

Need a Replacement Phone?

It is still one 
of the most 
celebrated hol-
idays.  The day 
our nation has 
set aside to 
honor mothers 
is appropriate 
for the month 
of May when 
springtime is 
at her best.  
The weather is 
warming, and flowers are 
blooming.  As in years 
before, this season is also 
seeing its share of natural 
disasters from the deadly 
Texas floods to the raging 
wildfires in neighboring 
Canada.  Even hearing 
about one catastrophe 
tends to make us cherish 
our days with loved ones 
just a little bit more.

It is the sacrifice and 
dedication of our moth-
ers who have strength-
ened the fabric of this 
great land.  Mothers 
touch our lives in so many 
ways through the years, 
and no one can take their 

unique place in 
our lives.    

These days, 
cell phones, 
e-mails, and 
text messag-
es combine 
with traditional 
greeting cards 
and long-dis-
tance calls to 
give us more 
ways to keep in 

touch with those special 
mothers.  I hope Focus 
readers had a blessed 
Mother’s Day celebrating 
with those they love and 
remembering the loved 
ones who have passed 
on.  A favorite scripture 
in Proverbs 31:28 (KJV) 
helps us to honor our 
mothers:  “Her children 
arise up, and call her 
blessed.”  

Piddle Diddle Update:  
Thanks to the Red Hat 
ladies in Farragut for invit-
ing me to share our story 
and our book recently.  It 
was such great fun!

beds out to disabled vet-
erans as long as needed 
and asks that the equip-
ment be returned after 
use. They said the pow-
ered chairs and scooters 
need extensive mainte-
nance but so much of the 
equipment is loaned and 
some of it not returned 
that more is needed. 

“We are certainly in 
need,” said Lynch. 

Long explained that 
the DAV picks up or loans 
more than 500 pieces 
of equipment each year, 
including more than 100 
power chairs and scoot-
ers, and the inventory of 
power equipment is down 
to five units.	

All of the loaned equip-
ment has a DAV sticker 
and anyone with equip-
ment not being used, or 
equipment to donate, is 
urged to call the DAV at 
(865) 689-7789 or con-
tact Long at daddyoo42@
aol.com. 

The DAV offers the vol-
unteer-driven Volunteer 
Shuttle service that is 
available to any veteran 
needing to go from Knox-
ville to the VA hospital 
in Johnson City. Anyone 

interested in the schedule 
and two pickup locations 
should call (865)694-
7101. 

The DAV also has an 
ongoing fundraising drive 
at Sam’s Club West this 
Friday and Saturday and 
is working with the Ben 
Atchley Veterans Home 
in providing a 5-foot by 
60-foot raised-garden box 
there so residents can 
grow their vegetables. 

They are also involved 
in the Free Meal for Vet-
erans on Veterans Day at 
Golden Corral and take 
part in the Knoxville Vet-
erans Day Parade and 
host a luncheon after the 
parade. 

Long thanked the Junior 
ROTC program at Central 
High School for all their 
help.

 “We also have emer-
gency assistance to dis-
abled veterans and have 
a service officer that can 
help any veteran in prepar-
ing requests and appeals 
to the Veterans Adminis-
tration,” Lynch said.

The DAV post, founded 
80 years ago, meets the 
second Thursday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. and 
information is available at 
(865)689-7789. 

DAV

The main focus 
of last week’s 
Board of Educa-
tion meetings 
was the approval 
of a contract for 
incoming Interim 
Superintendent, 
Buzz Thomas, with 
a proposed salary 
of $195,000.

Thomas will be 
starting in his role as Inter-
im Superintendent on June 
15, allowing several weeks 
of transition with outgo-
ing Superintendent Dr. Jim 
McIntyre, who is resign-
ing effective July 8. McIn-
tyre described this time by 
saying, “The analogy we’ve 
been using is at that point in 
the transition, I would sort 
of be the licensed flight 
instructor in the co-pilot 
seat, and Buzz would be 
flying the plane.”

Amber Rountree asked 
about the benefits pack-
age, specifically what ben-
efits were included in the 
$3,350/month package. Mr. 
Dupler of the Law Depart-
ment confirmed this includ-
ed health and life insurance, 
disability, and retirement, 
but added the law depart-
ment advised against spe-
cifically listing the benefits 
in the contract. 

Mike McMillan asked if 
the benefits were in addition 
to the proposed $195,000 
salary. Doug Harris said that 
on an annual basis, the ben-
efits are about $40,000, so 
the “total package would be 
about $235,000.” 

McMillan said, “That’s 
not too far from what the 
director gets now.” Harris 
confirmed the total with 
benefits for McIntyre is 
about $270,000.  McMillan 
replied, “well when you get 
close to a quarter of a mil-
lion dollars, what is $15,000 

one way or anoth-
er, Mr. Harris. I 
mean really. I’m 
talking about 
how this appears 
to the public out 
here.” McMillan 
said he thought 
$235,000 was 
“too much for an 
interim position.”

Gloria Death-
ridge also asked about 
benefits, reminding the 
Board that when they went 
through the process recent-
ly in renewing the superin-
tendent’s contract, the law 
director said the benefits 
needed to be the same as 
or similar with the teachers’ 
benefits. She asked if the 
benefits in Thomas’ con-
tract were the same as the 
teachers’. 

Dupler explained, “Bene-
fits are not just based on the 
dollar amount, but on what 
is available based on salary 
and several other factors. 
With regard to the afford-
able care act, the Director 
or a high level executive 
cannot have benefits that 
are completely different.”

During this discussion, 
Thomas came to the front 
of the assembly room and 
engaged in a brief conver-
sation with McMillan. 

Lynn Fugate called him 
out on it: “Mr. Thomas, 
would you please share 
with all of us the side bar 
conversation you had with 
Mr. McMillan?... I hate to 
put you on the spot but in 
the interest of transparen-
cy if you would share with 
us that conversation I would 
appreciate it.”

Thomas cordially agreed, 
thanking the Board for the 
opportunity to do that and 
thanking McMillan for his 
candor. 

He said the discussion 

with McMillan was about 
his salary. He explained that 
the salary determination 
was based on his current 
GSP salary of $183,000 
per year plus an average 
$12,000 performance-
based-bonus. But, he said, 
this is still $32,000 less 
than the current superin-
tendent’s salary. His bene-
fit package is also less, as 
he did not accept the $700/
month car allowance. He 
said the intent of the pro-
posed salary was to pay him 
roughly the same salary he 
makes now at GSP.

“But,” he said, “If it helps 
this Board make a decision 
and move forward I will 
be happy - what I just said 
to Mike was, do you want 
me to take it back down to 
$185,000? Because I don’t 
want you all to feel that you 
are being nickel and dimed 
by me. You are not. I am 
honored to be asked to 
serve, and I will gladly do 
that work whether the pay 
is $195,000 or $185,000...
The amount of money I 
make is not the point. So if 
$185,000 or $183,000 or 
$180,000 is what you need 
to be able to do to bring the 
board together and feel 
good about this, and feel 
like you’re not going to get 
criticism from your constit-
uents, then that is what I 
would like to happen.”

Fugate said she felt com-
fortable with $195,000, 
pointing out that KCS is the 
75th largest school system 
in the U.S., and that the 
person in charge is respon-
sible for more students and 
more facilities than any col-
lege president in the state, 
and they make a lot more 
money. 

Karen Carson took the 
opportunity to rebuke 
Thomas, saying, “Buzz, I 

appreciate you coming up 
and sharing that… but I 
frankly was appalled to see 
you, during a vote, go up 
and speak to an individual, 
and I know you know, but 
what will be glaringly obvi-
ous to you, is that you are 
under a microscope in this 
job the entire time.”

She then said, “If a board 
member wants to change 
and make an amendment 
for a lower salary, let’s go 
for it and see if it passes… 
But I think we could make 
it $180,000 and the same 
people who complained that 
$195,000 was too much will 
complain that $180,000 
is too much because the 
average person is making 
$40,000 per year.”

Regarding benefits, 
Carson said, “When we 
were attempting to renew 
the Superintendent’s con-
tract, the big sticking point, 
what made it legal to form 
or not, related to bene-
fits and the wording ‘upon 
same terms and conditions 
as other employees of Knox 
County Schools.’ The fact 
that we are going away from 
that just seems like we are 
trying to hide something.” 

Harris said, “The reason 
for that is because we don’t 
know how long the interim 
job is going to be in place… 
It makes it easier for him to 
make this transition from 
this job back to his other 
job.” 

McMillan once more 
made the case for the 
person in his district, who 
says, “I’m making $30,000, 
this guys is making seven 
times what I make, yet I pay 
my taxes to pay his salary.”

No amendments were 
offered. A roll call vote 
was held, and the contract 
passed 9 to 0.

Board of Education Approves Contract 
for Interim Superintendent

Photo by Dan Andrews.

Interim Superintendent appointee Buzz Thomas conversing with Board member Mike McMillan during Wednesday’s 
BOE meeting

By Ralphine Major
ralphine3@yahoo.

com

Mothers

The 
simple 

beauty of 
a single 

petunia, 
by 

Ralphine 
Major
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Publisher’s Position

By Steve Hunley, 
Publisher
publisher@knoxfocus.com

The Nashville Tennes-
sean has performed a real 
public service by detailing 
the hemorrhage of money 
that has flowed out of Ten-
nessee’s Department of 
Human Services.  Comp-
troller Justin Wilson has 
released information about 
shocking abuses that not 
only boggle the mind, but 
confound the imagination.  
The Tennessee DHS pre-
sides over an $80 million 
program designed to feed 
needy and hungry children.  
Wilson told a legislative 
panel the DHS is in “denial” 
and refuses to acknowledge 
the problems inside the 

department.  Wilson said 
the DHS doesn’t “acknowl-
edge there is a problem.”  
Comptroller Wilson was gen-
tlemanly; his Chief of Staff, 
Jason Mumpower was quite 
plainspoken when he said, 
“I think that if we were to 
describe them in their best 
light we would describe 
them as unresponsive, and 
if we were to describe them 
in a worse light we could 
describe them as mislead-
ing or false.”

Wilson identified $11.4 
million in two programs 
spending state and federal 
tax dollars rife with fraud 
and abuse.  One Nashville 
daycare filed documents 
that were falsified in order 
to receive federal tax dol-
lars for the food program; 
the state Comptroller’s 
office has questioned pay-
ments totaling $84,000 
to the center.  The execu-
tive director of an allegedly 
nonprofit center in Clarks-
ville was discovered to have 
diverted federal tax dollars 
for her own benefit, includ-
ing the construction of a 
$38,000 gazebo for her 
home.  The Chief Executive 

Officer of a Camden, Ten-
nessee “charity” has been 
charged after it came to 
light she and her daugh-
ter received more than 
$700,000 in payments; 
the CEO also gave herself 
and her daughter “bonus-
es” of about $100,000.  
While she was at it, the 
Camden woman built a new 
deck on her home, remod-
eled a home office, paid for 
“meals, hotel movies, late 
credit card fees, and cable 
and internet services.”

One of the most egre-
gious examples is that of 
Jeannette Jives-Nealy who 
describes herself as a  
“pastor-prophetess” of the 
Kingdom Dominion World 
Ministries, Inc. in Mem-
phis.  Pastor-prophetess 
Jives-Nealy allegedly stole 
$162,000 from a state pro-
gram that was supposed to 
feed hungry children.  As 
it turns out, it would have 
been more fitting to have 
referred to her as a pastor-
profitess.  

The Profitess received 
a grant to feed children 
through her ministry, sup-
posedly to provide free 

meals for needy kids.  Ms. 
Jives-Nealy swore up and 
down she had fed thou-
sands of hungry young’uns, 
but the investigation indi-
cated every penny she 
received was converted to 
her personal use.  Not only 
did Ms. Nealy never provide 
the DHS with any kind of 
credentials (except maybe 
that she was a profitess) or 
any documentation.  That 
means she never demon-
strated she was buying, pre-
paring and serving food to 
anyone.  When asked about 
her efforts, the Profitess 
nimbly replied her records 
had been destroyed by 
a timely flood that very 
day.  Of course investiga-
tors found not even a wet 
spot when looking for the 
alleged flash flood that evi-
dently struck only the Profi-
tess’s building in Memphis.  
The Prophetess/Profitess, 
attired in royal purple and 
sporting three inch long 
fingernails had gotten her 
money up front from the 
State of Tennessee.  Worse, 
this wasn’t Ms. Nealy’s first 
time at the rodeo, as she 
had apparently defrauded 

another government pro-
gram in Florida and served 
time in prison.

Clearly the Tennessee 
DHS did not bother to 
send staffers to check on 
the recipients of all these 
tax dollars to see if any-
body was fixing food and 
feeding hungry kids.  It is 
also readily apparent the 
department wasn’t doing 
background checks on the 
folks seeking the money 
to begin with.  I think it 
should be a requirement 
to do a background check 
on any person heading an 
organization that claims it 
exists solely for the bene-
fit of children.  Obviously, 
there needs to be a tighten-
ing of the criteria for those 
receiving state grants, as 
well as someone check-
ing occasionally to actual-
ly see that the taxpayer’s 
money is being spent as it 
was intended.  Satire Alert: 
Why in the world is the 
state giving cash advanc-
es?  Why not just give these 
people an ATM card?

This episode shows both 
the best and worst of gov-
ernment in action.  The 

worst is clearly the Tennes-
see Department of Human 
Services; the best is the 
vigilance and honesty of 
Comptroller Justin Wilson 
and his office. When any 
governmental agency, just 
like a private business, 
grows lazy and compla-
cent, things begin to fall 
apart.  Delivery of services 
is an important part of gov-
ernment and people have 
come to be rightly suspi-
cious of bloated social pro-
grams and the do-good-
ers, who are usually preoc-
cupied with tearing down 
business, merely murmur 
some vague excuse.  There 
is no excuse for this sort of 
abuse and fraud and one 
really good question is why 
does Commissioner Raquel 
Hatter, head of the Tennes-
see DHS, still have a job?  
The governor ought to take 
swift action and streamline 
a few simple things to make 
sure your tax dollars aren’t 
spit into the wind.  

Ultimately the buck stops 
with Bill Haslam and we 
need to do a better job of 
minding the store.

Who’s Minding the Store?

American Family Dentistry provides 
affordable dental care services to 

families, children and seniors. These 
services include general dentistry (teeth 
cleanings, fillings, crowns), restorative 
dentistry and cosmetic dentistry (teeth 
whitening, veneers, cosmetic crowns). 
Our staff also offers endodontics (root 
canals) and Invisalign® as well as Oral 
Surgery.

FOUR CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
WEST KNOXVILLE

9269 Kingston Pike
Knoxville, Tn.  37922

(865) 622-5494

11125 Park Side Dr.
Knoxville, Tn.  37934

(865) 622-5494

NEW! LENOIR CITy
870 Highway 321 N. Suite 5

Lenoir City, TN 37771
(865) 816-5228

The Chalk Board
Bits of News About Local Education

By Sally Absher
sallyabsher@knoxfocus.com

Knox County Schools 
Summer Transfer 

Window Now Open
The KCS summer transfer 

window began Monday, May 2016 
and concludes Wednesday, July 1, 
2016 at 4 pm. The summer trans-
fer window provides an opportunity 
for parents and/or legal guardians 
to request transfers for their stu-
dents who meet at least one of the 
following criteria:

• Students who are new to KCS, 
including Kindergarten students;

• Students who have had a 
change in family circumstanc-
es such as custody/guardianship 
since February 16, 2016;

• Students with a change of 
address since February 16, 2016; 
or

• Students seeking to transfer 
to a magnet program where space 
is available.

You can apply for transfers for 
you student in one of four ways:

1. complete a transfer applica-
tion form in person at 912 Gay 
Street, Suite 103;

2. Fax an application to 865-
594-1504;

3. Mail an application to Super-
visor of Enrollment, Knox County 
Schools, P.O. Box 2188, Knoxville 
TN 37901; or 

4. apply online at knoxschools.
org.

More information on criteria and 
the application process can be 
found at knoxschools.org.

Hardin Valley AP US 
History Students 

Participate in Blount 
Scholars Program

Ms. Guy’s AP US History students 
at Hardin Valley Academy are part-
nering with the Blount Mansion 
for a series of hands-on experi-
ential learning seminars in which 
students learn from experts in the 
fields of history, archaeology, and 
anthropology. 

Ms. Guy reports, “Student par-
ticipation is optional, but most of 
my students have been attending. 
Thus far, students have loved the 
program and look forward to it as a 
break in all of their studying and the 
related stress of AP Exams.”

Ms. Gus teaches AP US Histo-
ry, AP Government and Politics, 
US Government, and Americans 

at War to sophomores and juniors 
at HVA. Ms. Guy partnered with 
the Blount Mansion to create the 
Blount Scholars Program. 

She is quoted on the Bill of Rights 
Institute Spotlight on Success web-
site, “This program enables my AP 
History Students to engage in his-
tory in a way that is just not pos-
sible during the traditional school 
day with its restraints and the lim-
itations put on us by testing and 
curriculum.” 

Leadership Academy 
Announces 2016-2017 

Cohort
The Leadership Academy, a col-

laborative venture between the 
University of Tennessee and Knox 
County Schools, has announced 
its 7th Cohort of Fellows. These 
individuals were introduced at the 
Board of Education Work Session 
last Monday and include:

Zachary Brewer - Technology 
Pedagogy and Content Knowledge 
(TPaCK) Coach at Corryton Elemen-
tary; Jennifer Garrett, TPaCK Coach 
at Sterchi Elementary; Jason Harris, 
assistant principal at A.L. Lotts; 
Sara Harris, Instructional Coach at 
Bonny Kate Elementary; Nathan 

Lynn, athletic director and admin-
istrative assistant, Bearden High; 
Binta McClendon, Early Literacy 
Instructional Coach at Sarah Moore 
Greene Magnet Academy; Megan 
Miller, Numeracy Coach at Green 
Magnet Academy; Jennifer Mor-
rell, seventh grade math teacher 
at Karnes Middle; James Slay, fifth 
grade teacher at Inskip Elementa-
ry; and Denise Watts, TPaCK Coach 
at Austin-East Magnet School. 

Note that six of the 10 Cohorts 
for 2016-2017 are currently 
“coaches.” With soon-to-be former 
KCS Superintendent Jim McIntyre 
headed over to head up the Leader-
ship Academy at UT, watch for more 
payback for his loyal supporters. 

L&N STEM Academy 
Robotics Team Wins 
International Award
Students from the L&N STEM 

Academy in Knoxville were recog-
nized this weekend at the FIRST® 
Championship in St. Louis, Mis-
souri as the winners of the Media 
and Technology Innovation Award 
sponsored by Comcast NBCUniver-
sal. Out of 3,000 FIRST® Robot-
ics Competition teams around the 
world and over 180 submissions 

from 7 countries, the L&N STEM-
punks team took home this inter-
national level award.

The award judges a team’s online 
presence and marketing strategy, 
through channels such as their 
website, Twitter, Facebook, and 
Instagram. This is the first time the 
team has attended the Champion-
ship. Daniel Bueckman, team cap-
tain of the L&N STEMpunks, said: 
“I’m so excited that our Communi-
cations team is being recognized 
for their hard work. We’re very 
grateful to Comcast NBCUniversal 
for bringing us to the Champion-
ships and selecting our team!” 

This is the fifth competition 
season for the L&N STEMpunks. 
During this season, they were able 
to win the Entrepreneurship Award 
in March at a competition in Hunts-
ville, Alabama and additionally com-
peted at the local competition at 
Thompson-Boling Arena. The team 
thanks their multiple sponsors, who 
have provided them space, fund-
ing, and more. It would not have 
been possible for them to compete 
and win another award this season 
without their endless support. They 
are always looking for more support 
from the community.
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By Ken Lay	

The Central High 
School chapter of the 
National Honor Society 
inducted 44 rising 
juniors and seniors on 
Monday, May 2 in the 
CHS auditorium.

The new inductees 
earned their way into 
the National Honor 
Society by exhibiting 
excellence in the fields 
of scholarship, service 
and leadership.

Central High School 
pr incipal Michael 
Reynolds concluded 
the brief induction 
ceremony with words 
of high praise for the 
organization’s new 
members from the 
school.

“It’s an honor for me 
to be here this evening 
and recognizing the 
achievements of these 
young people,” Reynolds 
said.

Rey no ld s  a l s o 
highlighted each of the 
four areas beginning 
with character. 

“When you talk 
about character, 
it’s who are you and 
what’s inside you? 
With service, you 
have to be a server 
before you can be 
a leader,” Reynolds 
said. “The best 
leader that I know 
served people. He 
washed people’s 
feet. If you give, you 
will receive back 10 
times more.

“A man I worked for, 
a man that I was laying 
bricks for asked me 
if I liked what I was 
doing and I told him 
that I liked to do a lot 
of things better and he 
told me, ‘I’m doing the 
thinking for you. Unless 
you learn to think, you 
won’t be worth more 
than minimum wage. 
You must continue to 
challenge yourself and 
continue to learn.’”

Central’s chapter 
of the National Honor 
Society participates in 
numerous community 
ser v ice  pro jec t s 
throughout the school 
year and Reynolds 
said he would strive 
to make the academic 
environment at Central 
more challenging.

“I want to challenge 
you and make things 
harder, so that things 
will come more easily 
for you when you leave 
here,” he said.

Central inducts 
44 into National 
Honor Society

By Mike Steely
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The USS Tennessee float-
ed along Battleship Row, 
next to the Arizona and 
the West Virginia, in Pearl 
Harbor when the Japanese 
attacked. The ship was 
struck twice by bombs as 
its crew fought back. But 
she stayed afloat.

Af ter repairs and 
upgrades the USS Tennes-
see served out the rest of 
World War II seeing action 
in the South Pacific. After 
the war, in 1947, the ship 
was decommissioned and 
was inactive until, in 1959, 
her name was taken off the 
naval register and she was 
sold to the Bethlehem Steel 
Company for scrapping. 

On Tuesday, May 18th, 
eight of the estimated 18 
to 20 survivors will arrive in 
Knoxville, spend the night 
and on Wednesday travel to 
Huntsville in Scott County to 
take part in the final reunion 
of the ship’s crew. 

A lot of fanfare will happen 
at the Scott County History 
Museum, and some of those 
attending will be the East 
Tennessee Sea Cadets.

“The cadets, from high 
schools across the region, 
will be in uniform. Although 
we’re not officially taking 
part I want them to experi-
ence the event as audience 
members,” said retired 
Navy Chief Todd Johnson. 
He explained that the Sea 
Cadets are separate from 
the Junior ROTC and meet 
one weekend a month. 

“On the 21st we will be 
having a dinner and Appre-
ciation Awards at 6 p.m. fea-
turing the cadets, the Color 
Guard, and we will be pro-
moting one of the students 

to Cadet Chief. It’s for cadets 
and members of their fami-
lies,” Chief Johnson told The 
Focus. The dinner will be at 
the Naval Reserve Center 
on Alcoa Highway.

The USS Tennessee 
Reunion will feature the Vol-
unteer State Honor Guard 
and Scott County Sessions 
Judge Jamie Cotton will 
speak. Local and regional 
veterans and the region’s 
congressmen have been 
invited to attend. 

How did a memorial to the 
USS Tennessee end up in 
Huntsville?

The ship’s museum is 
part of the Scott County 
Museum, which was built 
without taxpayer dollars by 
high school students there. 
The Museum also features 
exhibits of local history in 
three museums and has 
14 buildings on 3.5 acres 
according to Gary Sexton. 
Sexton is a high school 
teacher and museum direc-
tor. 

The connection with the 
USS Tennessee started 
when Senator Howard Baker, 

a Scott County native, sug-
gested that the ship’s bell, 
which was in Nashville, be 
moved to his home town. 
The bell went to the court-
house there and then to the 
county museum at Scott 
County High School.

“The USS Tennessee 
Museum and collection was 
originally outside Columbus, 
Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Dawson wanted to move it 
to Nashville but there was 
no room there. Dawson saw 
our museum on the internet 
and learned that the ship’s 
bell was now in Huntsville,” 
Sexton said.

“He said that if we built 
(a place) for his items he’d 
move the museum here,” 
the director explained.

“We started in 2003 and 
it opened in 2005. The 
grand opening was that 
year and more than 100 
survivors and their families 
attended,” he said.

The Tennessee was 
unique. It was launched in 
1919 and it held 57 offi-
cers and more than 1,000 
enlisted sailors. Eighty-five 

percent of the men were 
Tennesseans in a program 
the Navy introduced to pro-
mote harmony.

“In our 2005 anniversa-
ry the oldest Tennessee 
survivor was 94 and the 
youngest was 76 years old,” 
Sexton said.

The museum holds the 
largest collection of USS 
Tennessee artifacts in the 
world. Aside from the ship’s 
bell the museum also has 
a 5-foot model of the ship 
built by the Navy in 1943, 
a 6.5-foot model built by 
local historian Cliff Sim-
mons, a large collection 
that includes thousands of 
artifacts.

The event takes place 
during the National Armed 
Forces Week and ceremo-
nies begin at noon. The 
Scott County High School 
and Museum is located on 
Scott High School Drive, just 
off Highway 295 west of 
downtown Huntsville. High-
way 249 is at the Royal Blue 
exit on Interstate 75 north 
of Caryville. 

The bell of the USS Tennessee hangs outside the Scott County Museum in Huntsville. The 
arrival of the bell prompted the creation of the USS Tennessee Museum which houses the 
world’s largest collection of artifacts from the ship, which survived Pearl Harbor and served 
throughout the war. (Photo courtesy of the Scott County Museum)

USS Tennessee survivors gather
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Our Neighborhoods

Festive Harriman
By Mike Steely
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Our neighbor to the 
west is full of surprises. 
Roane County, named for 
Tennessee’s second gover-
nor Archibald Roane, has 
four cities that are totally 
different from each other. 

Maybe the oddest or 
most original of these is 
Harriman. The busy little 
city is home to two upcom-
ing festivals that are unique 
and different. It’s also the 
proud home of the restored 
Princess Theater. Located 
just off of Interstate 40 
Harriman began as a 
Temperance Town in 1889 
by Minister Frederick 
Gates. He and fellow prohi-
bitionists founded the East 
Tennessee Land Company 
that included the planta-
tion of Union Army Colonel 
and state Senator Robert 
K. Byrd. 

For a while the non-drink-
ing town prospered due to 
the many businesses cre-
ated by the Land Company 
and included mining, coal 
and iron railroad, manu-
facturing, etc. The Panic of 
1893 forced the closing of 
the company.

Harriman is named for 
Walter Harriman, gover-
nor of New Hampshire, 
whose son managed the 
Land Company. Col. Walter 
Harriman marched through 
the area during the Civil War 
and suggested the location 
of the town along the oxbow 
bend of the Emory River. 

The town grew in spurts 
and, in 1992, shed its 

abstinence and allowed 
alcoholic beverages.

Every Saturday there’s 
a farmers market at the 
downtown water front 
park. 

The Princess 
Theatre

The Princess Theatre is 
the downtown icon that 
was built in 1926 as one 
of the largest theatres in a 
small town. The two build-
ings on each side of the 
theatre were incorporat-
ed and used as dressing 
rooms, restrooms, storage 
and an elevator. 

It continued to operate 

until the last manager 
passed away in 1999. Five 
years later the city, Roane 
State, the Technology 
Center, County Schools 
and business and commu-
nity leaders got together 
and organized the Princess 
Theater Foundation to raise 
money. 

Today the restored the-
atre has more than movies; 
it features concerts, dance 
performances, community 
events and much more.  It 
is a music and education 
center and includes the 
Channel 15 TV station. The 
stage has doubled in size 
and the 1930’s art décor 
interior has been restored.

The Medieval 
Faire

For three consecu-
tive weekends beginning 
May 14, Harriman will be 
the site of the Tennessee 
Medieval Faire at 550 Fiske 
Road. The second annual 
gathering hopes to draw 
people interested in the 
period and was formerly 
called the East Tennessee 
Renaissance Festival.

Re-enactors will be pres-
ent and will feature live 
jousting, warriors chess, 
comedy shows, Celtic 
music, folk dance and even 
an artisan village where 
merchants make and sell 
items. Food and beverages 

will be available in a setting 
designed for the festival. 
Times are 10 a.m. until 5 
p.m. each day and admis-
sion is $16.95 for adults 
and $8.95 for children. 
You can get more informa-
tion at TNFaire.com or call 
(865)248-8414.

The Polk Salad 
Festival

The Annual Polk Salad 
Festival will be held in 
Harriman June 11th from 
9-4 at the David Webb 
Waterfront Park on the 
Emory River. Becky Brunton, 
Special Events coordina-
tor for the Arts Council of 

Roane County, told The 
Focus that the “Polk” is 
actually wild poke, explain-
ing that the man who start-
ed the festival spelled it 
that way. 

The current festival is in 
its third year. There’s no 
admission fee and vendor 
wares are very affordable. 
The gazebo in the park 
will feature performers, 
a dance troop and other 
entertainment. There are 
16 vendors so far including 
woodworkers, artists and 
artisans.

“We promote locally 
made products,” Brunton 
said.

She said that Dian 
Sutton, who prepares the 
poke salad, gathers poke 
this time a year when it’s 
young and tender, flash 
freezes it, and prepares it 
at the festival. 

“We work with the Ladies 
Auxiliary of Roane County 
and it is an annual fundrais-
er for veterans,” she said. 

“This is Tennessee’s 
Official Poke Salad Festival. 
There’s lots of kids activ-
ity, public arts events, and 
this year we’ll have a chick-
en wire fence where people 
can create a tissue paper 
mosaic,” Brunton said, 
adding, ”We’ll also have a 
mini-train for adults and 
kids.”

“We’ll also feature the 
Knoxville Academy of Blade 
sword fighting group,” she 
said.

You can google Tennessee 
Polk Festival or find the 
festival on Facebook. 

By Mike Steely
steelym@knoxfocus.com

One of the nation’s best 
known marble sculptors, 
Albert Malini, is almost for-
gotten in Knoxville although 
the Italian immigrant worked 
here for many years. His home 
is now occupied by Hallmark 
Realty in Pond Gap at 3723 
Sutherland and the dwelling 
still has the markings of the 
great artist.

Jack and Dorothy Crabtree, 
who are both real estate bro-
kers and property managers, 

are semi-retired now but have 
run their business there for 
many years. The home, now 
used as the realty office, still 
contains the marble fireplace 
that Malini built; the façade is 
of black marble with the Malini 
family crest, other designs, 
and a prominent “M” carved 
into the front.

Pond Gap President David 
Williams told The Focus that 
the artist is remembered 
by the neighborhood with a 
banner on the street nearby.

“Growing up I remember 
that Malini had bee hives and 
made his own wine from a vine-
yard he kept,” Williams said, 
adding, “He raised goats and 
my parents said I consumed a 
lot of goat milk. His workshop 
was torn down but the little 
cottage in back served as his 
studio at times.”

“He came to America in 
1907 at 15 years old and, 
while he worked for Candoro 
Marble, he was allowed to 

Photo by Mike Steely.

The historic Harriman landmark, The Princess Theatre, was saved through the efforts of many local organizations and 
a TVA donation. The city owns the building now and Roane State, with support of the Princess Theatre Foundation, 
operates it for special events, movies, etc. 

Albert Malini Our almost forgotten Marble artist
Albert Malini 
at work on 
a marble 
sculpture 
beside one of 
the eagles that 
adorn the Old 
Knoxville Post 
Office. The 
famed national 
artist built a 
house and lived 
on Sutherland 
Avenue.
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      
       
       
      
     
       


•    
•   
•    
•   
•  
•  
•      

WINDSOR
GARDENS
ASSISTED LIVING

      

WINDSOR
GARDENS
ASSISTED LIVING

Come... Let Us 
Treat You Like 

Royalty.
North Knoxville’s Premier

Assisted Living Community

(865) 688-4840
5611 Central Ave. Pike

Conveniently located at Exit 108 (Merchants Rd.) off I-75

www.windsorgardensllc.com

Network 
Technologies

573-8785
10922 Chapman Hwy

Reasonable rates
Local and friendly service

16 years in Business 
 Call for details and pricing! 

Fully refurbished models and 
Trade-ins

In stock now for a limited time:

4S 32GB
$119.00

All phones thoroughly tested

Need a Replacement Phone?

By Mike Steely
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Hundreds of people gathered at 
the Foundry at the World’s Fair Park 
Tuesday for the Annual Meeting of the 
East Tennessee Historical Society for a 
presentation of awards and to hear the 
Tennessee State Historian, Dr. Carroll 
Van West, speak.

Van West said he had traveled the 
state and that Knoxville’s East Tennessee 
History Museum is “impressive and a 
model for the state.” 

Accompanied by a slideshow Van West 
spoke of various projects he’s been 
involved with, all originating from local 
efforts to preserve history. He praised 
the Historical Society, its staff, members 
and board for their outstanding exam-
ple of what can be achieved by working 
together and with the community.

He also addressed controversial 
issues like slavery and the Civil Rights 
Movement saying that historians have a 
duty to the true facts in history and not 
“run away from the story, try to under-
stand it.” He mentioned the proposed 
National Park in Oak Ridge and called 
the World War II town’s creation as creat-
ing “a very different town immediately.”

Van West said that for last year’s 
state-wide recognition of the end of the 
Civil War there were 430 historic mark-
ers dedicated and urged the audience to 
talk of the war as it really happened. 

Many of the awards were presented to 
organizations and people from various 
East Tennessee Counties.

Ms. Benna van Vuuren and the Knox 
County Museum of Education received 
two awards for collecting and preserv-
ing the history of local schools. The 
museum, staffed with volunteers, wel-
comes both researchers and anyone 
wanting to relive their school days. 

Other Knox County residents and 
institutions honored were Dr. John R. 
Finger, Belle Morris Elementary, Johnson 
Architecture, Norman C. Shaw, the Girl 
Scout Museum at Daisy’s Place, the 
Daughters of Union Veterans, Sons of 
Union Volunteers, David H. McReynolds, 
Nolpix Media, Tennessee Living History, 

and the Tennessee Association of 
Vintage Baseball. 

State Senator Richard Briggs was hon-
ored for his efforts in Nashville on behalf 
of East Tennessee History. President Joe 
Emert recognized Briggs and his effort 
in securing a $ 500,000 grant from the 
state for the creation of a Children’s 
Gallery and other projects at the History 
Museum. 

The society also elected officers for 
the coming year including incumbent 
President  Emert. Remarks were pre-
sented by Cherel B. Henderson, direc-
tor, and Dr. Ernie Freeberg, head of the 
UT History Department.

Ms. Henderson said the society and 
museum now have a state-wide tour-
ing exhibit and conduct teacher’s work-
shops around Tennessee. 

The state historian told the crowd 
about the upcoming new State Historical 
Museum in Nashville and urged his fellow 
historians in “Telling the Tough  Stories” 
about how Tennessee helped shape the 
nation and touched the world. 

“We are growing as a state, the narra-
tive has gotten richer,” he said.

State Historian speaks at 
Historical Society annual meeting

Photo by Mike Steely.

Ms. Benna van Vuuren was honored 
during the annual Knox County 
Historical Society’s membership meeting 
Tuesday evening for her work at the 
Knox County Museum of Education. 
Several other Knox County people and 
organizations were among the various 
award winners from several East 
Tennessee Counties. 

Albert Malini 
work on his own projects,” 
Williams said.

“Malini passed away in 
1977 and is buried at the 
Woodlawn Cemetery,” the 
neighborhood group presi-
dent said.

Malini was said to be 
of noble blood and, once 
in the United States, was 
ordered back to Italy but 
refused to return. He trav-
eled about the country as a 
young marble artist, at first 
following his artist father, 
and then on his own. 

His trade brought him 
to Knoxville around 1911 
where he married Lurley Lee 
Hickman and the couple 
had four children. She died 
in 1931, the same year that 
Malini became an American 
citizen. Three years later he 
married Thelma Margaret 
Hodges and raised two 
more children. 

In Knoxville Malini also 
worked for Craig Day Marble 
Company. The marble artist 
made several of his own 
tools, served as the local 
Air Raid Warden during 
WWII and worked checking 
the quality of shell thick-
ness in a munitions plant.

Malini retired at age 
75 from Candoro Marble 
Company and moved to St. 
Petersburg, Florida, where 
he passed away.

His sculptures are spread 
across the world including 
the Pete Kries Memorial 
at the Indianapolis 500 
Speedway, a monolith in 
Guatemala, a memorial in 
Bohana, NY, and numer-
ous memorials in Arlington 
National Cemetery. 

Locally probably the best 
known works by Malini are 
the eagle sculptures that 
adorn the Old Knoxville Post 
Office. Other known works 

by the artist in our area 
include pieces at Candoro 
Marble Company, the orna-
mental entrance at the 
former Baptist Hospital, the 
Methodist Church Emblem 
on Washington Pike, a 
Grecian Cross at Highland 
Memorial Cemetery, the 
Senator Norris drinking 
fountain at Norris Dam, a 
heart urn in Greenwood 
Cemetery, Bill Major’s 
bust at the University of 
Tennessee, and a bust of 
Betty Henson in Strawberry 
Plains. 

Photo by Mike Steely.

Dorothy and Jack Crabtree stand at the beautiful Malini 
fireplace in the former home of the nationally known mar-
ble artist. The Sutherland Avenue home is now the office of 
Hallmark Realty and Always In Bloom. 

Did you ever get a  
chain letter? I did many 
years ago. I would read 
them out of curiosity then 
throw them away. The way 
my life was going as far 
as luck was concerned, 
no way was a letter going 
to change it!

There are two types 
of chain letters. A hoax, 
an attempt to trick or 
defraud users, is one 
type. It can be malicious 
or also a scam  that con-
vinces users to send 
money or personal infor-
mation. Phishing attacks 
could fall into this. The 
second type is urban leg-
ends, which are designed 
to be redistributed and 
usually warn users of a 

threat or claim to be noti-
fying them of important 
or urgent information.

It didn’t take long for 
this form of hoax make its 
appearance on our per-
sonal computer. Make 
Money Fast is a modern-
day user-net chain letter. 
It is read by thousands 
of people daily. It is basi-
cally the same scheme in 
which the reader sends 
one dollar to each of the 
five people on  the list, 
then moves his name 
onto the bottom of the 
list. Typically they hook 
you in by telling a joke, 
promising good fortune 
or popularity, threaten-
ing you with bad luck, 
informing you of another 

person’s tragedy or mis-
fortune--anything to grab 
your interest Or they will 
request that you send 
the chain letter on to 3-5 
friends and ask you to do 
this within a quick time 
frame, like 24-72 hours.     

Shun those impos-
sible dreams. Someone 
once said, “I hate it when 
I don’t  forward a chain 
letter and I die the next 
day!”

Thought for the day: 
Troubles are often the 
tools by which God fash-
ions us for better things.
Henry Ward Beecher

Send  comments to 
rosemerrie@att.net. 
Thank you.

Chain Letters
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Unlike many Southern 
states, Oklahoma did not 
continuously reelect incum-
bent United States sena-
tors, yet John William Elmer 
Thomas was one of the lon-
gest serving senators from 
the Sooner State. When he 
first entered the U.S. Senate, 
Elmer Thomas could have 
come straight from central 
casting; tall, prematurely 
white haired, with a clas-
sic profile that became a bit 
grim with age.

Born September 8, 1876 
in Indiana, Thomas went 
all through school in his 
native state before earning 
a law degree in 1897. Elmer 
Thomas had his first taste of 
politics while still a teenager; 
he made some twenty-eight 
speeches in Indiana for the 
presidential candidacy of 
William Jennings Bryan. 

Three years later, Elmer 
Thomas had moved to 
Oklahoma and opened a 
law practice in Oklahoma 
City. Thomas did not remain 
in Oklahoma City for long 
before moving to Lawton 
in Comanche County. Years 
later, Thomas recalled, 
“Lawton was just a name 
and a prairie when I arrived 
here July 29, 1901.”

After Oklahoma was 
admitted to the union, 
Elmer Thomas was elect-
ed a member of the Sooner 
State’s first Senate. Thomas 
was continually reelected 
until 1920 when he felt the 
time was right to run for a con-
gressional seat. Thomas’s 
timing could not have been 
worse. Oklahoma had been 
a solidly Democratic state 
and he had expected to be 
elected after winning the 
primary, but it was a heavily 
Republican year nationally 
and in Oklahoma. Thomas 
lost to GOP candidate L. M. 
Gensman by a mere 857 
votes.

Feeling that his loss was 
an aberration, Thomas never 
stopped campaigning. He 
won the Democratic nom-
ination in 1922 and beat 
Congressman Gensman 
easily. Gensman sought 
a rematch with Thomas in 
1926, but lost by an almost 
identical margin. By 1926, 
Elmer Thomas had decid-
ed to challenge Republican 
John W. Harreld for his 
seat in the United States 
Senate. Harreld had won in 
the 1920 Republican land-
slide and to the horror of 
Oklahoma Democrats, yet 
another Republican had 
won Oklahoma’s other seat 
in the U. S. Senate in 1924. 
Thomas faced Governor Jack 
Walton in the primary, but 
won by a decisive margin. 
The Sooner State was return-
ing to its Democratic roots 
and Elmer Thomas won the 
general election with more 
than 55% of the vote.

Elmer Thomas had 
become a member of the 
world’s most exclusive club 
and would remain in office 
for the next twenty-four 
years. Senator Thomas, as 
both a freshman member 
and a Democrat wielded 
little influence as the GOP 
held the presidency and his 
Republican colleague, W. B. 

Pine, controlled the patron-
age and appointments 
in Oklahoma. Pine was a 
wealthy oilman and per-
sonally popular with many 
Sooners. While he ran a 
strong campaign for reelec-
tion in 1930, Pine could not 
overcome the dissatisfac-
tion with Oklahomans over 
the advent of the Great 
Depression. Oklahomans 
suffered as acutely from the 
effects of the Depression 
and the Dust Bowl as much 
as, if not more, than most 
Americans. Pine was beaten 
by Thomas P. Gore, who had 
been completely blind since 
the age of twelve. A powerful 
and magnetic orator, Gore 
had been one of Oklahoma’s 
first two United States sena-
tors immediately after state-
hood. Senator Gore had lost 
his Senate seat in 1920, 
largely due to his differenc-
es with President Woodrow 
Wilson and lack of enthusi-
asm for American participa-
tion in World War I. 

Like most every Democrat 
in the country, Elmer Thomas 
longed to see his party once 
again occupy the White 
House. Oklahoma’s intel-
ligent, but highly eccentric 
governor, William “Alfalfa 
Bill” Murray, ran a quixot-
ic bid for the Democratic 
nomination while Senator 
Thomas quietly did what he 
could to advance the polit-
ical fortunes of Franklin 
D. Roosevelt. FDR swept 
Oklahoma, carrying every 
county in the state. Thomas 
became a reliable vote for 
Roosevelt’s New Deal in the 
Senate, save on the issue 
of silver, as the senator was 
an avid inflationist. Much to 
Elmer Thomas’s dismay, his 
colleague, Thomas P. Gore, 
found almost every aspect 
of Franklin Roosevelt’s 
program objectionable. 
Outside of the “unrecon-
structed rebel,” Senator 
Carter Glass of Virginia, no 
Democrat in the Senate, 
more consistently opposed 
the New Deal. Gore’s stub-
born opposition to Roosevelt 
left Elmer Thomas in an 
enviable political position, 
as the senior senator con-
trolled most of the federal 
patronage and jobs flowing 
into Oklahoma. Yet, Elmer 
Thomas was frequently frus-
trated not only by Senator 
Gore, but by Governor 
William H. Murray, who was 
also profoundly opposed 
to Franklin Roosevelt and 
the New Deal. Oklahoma 
likely received less feder-
al largesse than it would 
have otherwise, due to the 
intransigence of Governor 
Murray and Senator Gore. 
Still, Elmer Thomas worked 
diligently to bring federal dol-
lars and projects back home 
to his people.

Gore’s attitude must have 
vexed Elmer Thomas beyond 
description, especially con-
sidering it was Thomas who 
had nominated Gore to 
serve as one of Oklahoma’s 
first U. S. senators while a 
member of the state senate. 
Thomas made a florid and 
impressive oration on Gore’s 
behalf.

Thomas pointed out 

Collier’s Weekly had noted 
that Oklahoma was prepar-
ing to send an Indian and a 
blind man to represent her 
in the United States Senate. 
“It may be true,” Thomas 
said, “that the other of 
these gentlemen has been 
deprived of the priceless 
blessing of sight, it may be 
true that before his eyes has 
been drawn the veil of dark-
ness forever, but if it is, he 
is a man who can and will 
see more in the interests of 
the people of this state and 
nation than could or would 
the trust-hobbled senators 
of the East had they ten 
thousand eyes.”

Elmer Thomas could only 
look back and wonder what 
had happened to his friend 
Thomas P. Gore.

Thomas had faced a chal-
lenge in the Democratic pri-
mary in 1932 from Gomer 
Smith, a highly successful 
trial lawyer and an accom-
plished speaker. Smith 
would frequently be a can-
didate for high office in 
Oklahoma, but managed to 
win only one election, win-
ning a seat in Congress in 
a 1937 special election. 
Smith was an avowed lib-
eral and Thomas beat back 
Smith’s challenge with rela-
tive ease. 

After winning a second 
term, Elmer Thomas con-
centrated on helping 
Oklahomans and began 
climbing up the Senate’s 
seniority ladder. Thomas 
won especially good com-
mittee assignments, which 
benefitted his home state. 
Senator Thomas served 
on the Appropriations and 
Agriculture Committees and 
used both to bring money 
and projects to Oklahoma. 
Eventually, Thomas would 
serve as chairman of 
the Senate’s Agriculture 
Committee, a powerful post 
for the Oklahoman.

Thomas won affec-
tion from his constituents 
for being an advocate for 
farmers, veterans, work-
ing people, and even the 
Indians of the state. Still, for 
a long serving senator, Elmer 

Thomas never seemed to go 
without serious opposition. 
In the 1938 Democratic pri-
mary, he faced two formi-
dable challengers: Gomer 
Smith and Governor E. W. 
Marland. All three of the 
candidates were liberal 
Democrats and Thomas 
benefitted from a visit from 
President Roosevelt who 
said a few kind words about 
the senator. Thomas led by 
more than 66,000 votes, 
but could not claim a major-
ity in the primary. 

By 1944, Thomas suc-
ceeded to the chairman-
ship of the Agriculture 
Committee following the 
death of South Carolina’s 
E.D. “Cotton Ed” Smith. It 
was fortuitous as Thomas 
once again faced the voters 
of Oklahoma. Senator 
Thomas was challenged by 
conservative Congressman 
Wesley Disney, as well as a 
host of lesser candidates, 
which included popular 
Lieutenant Governor James 
E. Berry. Thomas won the 
primary election by over 
21,000 votes, but won only 
36% of the vote.

Senator Thomas’s chair-
manship of the Agriculture 
Committee became a double 
edged sword, as he attract-
ed the attention of muckrak-
ing national columnist Drew 
Pearson. Pearson had a 
weekly radio program as well 
as a widely read syndicated 
column, which appeared in 
a plethora of daily news-
papers across the country. 
In 1946, Pearson reported 
that Senator Thomas and 
Alabama Senator John H. 
Bankhead had an “arrange-
ment” with a broker to buy 
cotton commodities. That 
would have hardly been 
news save for the fact, 
according to Pearson, both 
senators made speeches 
on the floor of the Senate 
urging the removal of war-
time cotton controls. 
Cotton was a scarce com-
modity at the time and the 
speeches helped to raise 
the price of cotton. Senator 
Bankhead died shortly after 
the Pearson revelations and 

the family always blamed 
Pearson for his death.

The Senate began a half-
hearted probe of such spec-
ulation and the Oklahoma 
senator snapped he did not 
care to be “bothered” with 
any further inquiries about 
his “private activities.” 
Senator Thomas sent a letter 
to a subcommittee of the 
Appropriations Committee 
informing committee mem-
bers that he did not expect 
the operation of his Senate 
office to be hampered in any 
way, otherwise it would be 
“an insult to the sovereign 
State of Oklahoma.”

At least some of the 
accounts were held in the 
senator’s wife’s name. 
When questioned about 
the accounts held for his 
spouse, Edith Thomas, the 
senator sharply replied he 
had no idea what his wife 
did with her money, although 
he finally did admit to some 
speculation of his own. 

Elmer Thomas’s own 
reputation never entirely 
recovered.

The allegations ensured 
Thomas would once again 
have a serious opponent 
inside the Democratic pri-
mary in 1950. That oppo-
nent was Congressman 
A.S. “Mike” Monroney. Tall, 
handsome, and youthful, 
Monroney reminded voters 
of the senator’s cotton spec-
ulation, as well as Thomas’s 
ties to power companies. 
Senator Thomas reminded 
Oklahomans of the money 
and projects he had brought 
to the state, both of which 
were considerable. Thomas 
stressed his seniority, point-
ing out that should he be 
defeated, no Oklahoman 
would be chairing any impor-
tant committee in the U. S. 
Senate.

Well financed, Thomas ran 
slightly behind Congressman 
Monroney, necessitating 
a run off election. Thomas 
fought as hard as he could, 
but lost to Monroney by 
almost 28,000 votes. 
After twenty-eight years on 
Capitol Hill, Elmer Thomas’s 
legislative career had come 

to an end.
Thomas opened a law 

office in Washington, D. C., 
which provided him with a 
nice income and he retired 
in 1957 and returned to his 
home in Lawton, Oklahoma. 
A park in Lawton was named 
in his honor the same 
year, which helped to take 
some of the sting out of his 
defeat.

Thomas made headlines 
in 1962 when he announced 
that after having voted 
the straight Democratic 
ticket for sixty years, he 
was voting for Republican 
Hayden Crawford, who was 
running against the former 
senator’s old nemesis Mike 
Monroney. Crawford made 
a good showing, a portent 
of things to come and the 
Republicans won the gover-
norship that same year.

The Thomas home was a 
modest, modern ranch style 
home. Well into his eighties, 
neighbors could observe the 
white haired former sena-
tor mowing his own lawn. 
Thomas remained remark-
ably hale and hearty in his 
old age. The former senator 
deeply mourned the loss of 
his wife, who died in 1964. 

The eighty-nine year old 
Thomas went to the hospital 
for a prostate gland opera-
tion and seemed to be doing 
well, when he took a turn 
for the worse and began to 
fade. Elmer Thomas died 
September 19, 1965.

Thomas had explained 
his longevity by saying he 
had never smoked, always 
skipped lunch and when 
he felt like having a drink, 
“I take it.”

After his death, an editori-
al in the Lawton Constitution 
summed up Thomas’s life 
and career. Scandal and 
political posturing was for-
gotten and the editor noted, 
“Senator Thomas was the 
last of three political giants 
who helped to establish 
Lawton in 1901…” The edito-
rial detailed the many good 
things Elmer Thomas had 
done for his state, friends 
and neighbors. 

Pages from the Past

By Ray Hill
rayhill865@gmail.com

Senator Elmer Thomas of Oklahoma

From the author’s personal collection.

The close of a career.  Oklahoma Senator packs up his Senate office in 1950 after his defeat.
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Prayer involves 
persistence.  God’s 
timing is different 
from our timing.  
God might answer 
prayer immedi-
ately, or He may 
answer in twenty 
years. There are 
plenty of examples 
in Scripture as to 
those who trusted 
in God’s timing, as well as 
those who grew impatient.  
King Saul is an example of 
someone who grew impa-
tient.  Because of this, he 
took matters into his own 
hands and paid a price (I 
Samuel 13:8-14).

An example of someone 
who was patient in prayer 
is Zechariah, the priest.  He 
and his wife were barren 
for decades, yet he showed 
patience in waiting for a child 
and was delighted when the 
Angel of the Lord told him 
he would have a son.  This 

was after no doubt 
decades of prayer 
(Luke 1:5-13).

When it comes 
to prayer, we don’t 
pray one time for 
needs and then 
quit when our 
prayer is not imme-
diately answered.  
Again, God works 
on His timetable.   

So don’t get discouraged in 
prayer.  The problem is that 
in our current culture, we are 
used to immediate respons-
es.  We like fast-food meals 
for our fast-paced lives.  We 
can send and receive text 
messages in a matter of 
seconds.  We can upload 
a picture we just took in a 
matter of a few seconds for 
the whole world to see.  We 
like things fast and faster.

But God doesn’t work 
with a stopwatch in hand.  
He can answer immediately, 
but usually He waits for the 

perfect time, and His timing 
is better than ours.  Elijah 
is a good case study when 
it comes to persistence in 
prayer.  When he faced the 
false prophets of Baal on 
Mount Carmel, Elijah prayed 
once, and fire from heaven 
fell (I Kings 18:37-38).  
Earlier, when he was pray-
ing for God to bring back to 
life the son of a widow, he 
prayed three times before 
God answered 
that prayer (I Kings 
17:21-22).  Later, 
when he asked 
God to send rain, 
he ended up pray-
ing seven times 
(18:41-44).

The point is that 
we don’t know 
how soon God’s 
answer will come.  
God often waits, 
yet sometimes 
He answers even 
before we pray. 

“Even before they call, I will 
answer; while they are still 
speaking, I will hear” (Isaiah 
65:24).

Consider these verses 
as encouragement to you 
as you pray with patience: 
“Rest in the Lord and wait 
patiently for Him” (Ps. 37:7). 
“Wait for the Lord; be strong 
and let your heart take cour-
age; yes, wait for the Lord” 
(Ps. 27:14). “I wait for the 

Lord, my soul does wait, and 
in His word do I hope” (Ps. 
130:5). “Those who wait on 
the Lord shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount 
up with wings like eagles, 
they shall run and not be 
weary, they shall walk and 
not faint” (Isaiah 40:31).

Trust God’s perfect timing 
and pray and not give up 
(Luke 18:1).

Yes, I know that the world 
is filled with rules. We have 
plenty of guidelines that tell 
us what to do, how to do 
it, and when to do it. Many 
folks rebel when demands 
become too much or too 
harsh. I get that, but what 
I don’t understand is why 
so many people ignore the 
simplest rules of getting 
along in this world. 

All of us enjoy a leisurely stroll, 
especially with someone whom we 
love. Amy and I recently traveled 
to Biltmore to see the gardens. We 
arrived at the azalea trail, a mile-long 
walk filled with beautiful shrubs and 
flowers. We walked and stopped every 
so often to take a picture. Some folks 
wanted to walk three or four abreast 
on the trail, thereby causing others 
to step to the side to let them pass. 
I don’t do that. Instead, I stood in the 
middle of the path and forced them 
to divide. There’s an unwritten rule 
that says people may take only half 
of the sidewalk or path. 

Drivers would do well to follow 
some simple rules. One is to move 
to the right if they aren’t passing. 
Being oblivious to everyone else on 
the road causes traffic back-ups and 
raging drivers. At the same time, driv-
ers should never place their vehicles 
in no-parking zones. Traffic snarls 
when inconsiderate motorists pull 
into fire lanes at the grocery store 
or department store. The common 
excuse is, “I was just stopped while 
my wife ran in for a minute.”

Nothing raises blood pressure 
as quickly as drivers who cut line. 
The recent traffic delays because of 
bridge work in Kingston is a prime 
example. Most drivers obey the signs 
and merge into one lane. A minority 
are jerks who zip past the line and 
then cut in. If you’re one of those who 
does so, realize that you are no more 
special than anyone else. Get in the 
line and wait your turn. It’s only fair. 

The most important rule these 
days is on texting while driving. 
Unfortunately, too many drivers 
refuse to obey the rule. Cars zip by, 
and operators shift their eyes from 
the road to the phone screens. All of 

us know the dangers, but 
some just must believe 
that they’re invincible. 
Perhaps they are, but my 
family and I aren’t, and I 
don’t want to be a casual-
ty as the result of some nit-
wit’s need to text. 

While we’re on the sub-
ject, how about turning cell 
phones off before entering 

a concert or church gathering or busi-
ness meeting. Parents shouldn’t text 
while their children are performing in 
school programs or recitals. In other 
words, put the phone in a purse or 
pocket, or better yet, leave the thing 
in the car. You can live without it for a 
couple of hours, and it won’t ring and 
irritate others attending the event. 

 Hey, parents, here’s another rule. 
You’re supposed to control your chil-
dren when they are in public. No one 
wants to sit in a restaurant and listen 
to unruly children as they scream and 
cry and fuss. Nor do folks enjoy shop-
ping in stores where little ones are 
running through the aisles or having 
meltdowns in the checkout line. 
Maybe the better plan is to leave chil-
dren at home when it’s time to shop 
or wait until another adult can stay 
with them in the car. 

Covering mouths when yawning or 
coughing should be no-brainers. Too, 
keeping a finger out of the nose in 
public is another personal rule. The 
biggest of these deals with the rest-
room. Men, unless you suffer from 
some disability, it is incumbent that 
you raise the toilet seat before taking 
care of business. Men and women, 
common decency demands that you 
push the magic handle and flush the 
toilet. Failing to do so proves that 
you are a depraved human who has 
never been taught basic manners. 

I’m sure that many other simple 
rules can be listed, and I’m sure 
I’ve left out some important ones. 
However, these are a few that quick-
ly came to mind. Maybe the best 
guideline is one that says if some-
thing feels wrong, it probably is. Let’s 
all be a bit more considerate of those 
who are around us. 

City Council

Persistence in Prayer

By Mark 
Brackney,
Minister of the 
Arlington Church 
of Christ

Follow the Rules

By Joe Rector
joerector@comcast.net

By Dan Andrews
andrewsd@knoxfocus.com

As Chief Rausch handed the 
Explorer of the Year award to 
Hayden Marshall on April 22, 
2016, he smiled, which was 
significant because it was 
the first time he had smiled 
in days. Before the awards 
ceremony an impromptu 
press conference outside 
the dining hall had taken 
place with media pressing for 
answers involving a sense-
less gang-related shooting. 
However, this moment was 
not about everything that 
is wrong with our youth. 

Instead, this was a moment 
where a Chief could beam 
with pride at the hard work 
and dedication of Explorer 
Marshall, who had donat-
ed over 334 hours to the 
Knoxville Police Department 
and the community. 

The Knoxville Police 
Department Explorer Post 
has very strict rules and reg-
ulations. The young members 
are held to the same moral 
code as sworn officers. In 
addition to the moral code, 
they also must maintain good 
grades in school and have a 
good attendance record for 

training and meetings.
In addition to maintaining 

the professional demeanor 
and attitude, young men and 
women, aged 14-20, must 
maintain an academic aver-
age of 2.0 or higher, be physi-
cally fit and have no criminal 
record. The goal of the pro-
gram is to prepare individu-
als to become police officers 
through its training, educa-
tion and experience.

The Explorer Unit is an 
amazing opportunity to allow 
young individuals to see a side 
of Knoxville that few people 
have the opportunity to see. 

From police ride-alongs at 
night checking empty back 
alleys, to being on the field 
game day performing crowd 
control, from helping the 
marine unit on our wide 
open lakes, to directing traf-
fic when roads become overly 
congested, these young indi-
viduals make a profound dif-
ference in our community. 

But above all, with all the 
negative headlines that 
we have seen involving our 
youth, these individuals give 
us all something to smile 
about and be proud of.

The Right Stuff: The KPD Explorer Post
“I think the most important thing 

is it teaches kids to come together 
from all sorts of different backgrounds, 
races, genders, and creeds. We come 
together and form our own type of 
brotherhood. We have each other’s 
backs. We learn what to do and what 
not to do. We train with each other, 
we learn and become really good 
friends.” 

Hayden Marshall
High School Senior, L&N Stem Academy, 

2015 KPD Explorer of the Year.
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�e Man 
in the 
Middle for 
Tennessee
By Alex Norman

He’s become the main 
man on the Tennessee 
defense. Darrin Kirk-
land Jr. collected 66 
tackles as a true fresh-
man in 2015… and he’s 
just getting started.

“Coming into year two I 
have more confidence and 
my teammates have more 
confidence in me so that’s 
the biggest thing from 
year 1-2,” said Kirkland.

The Indianapolis native 
hadn’t even turned 19 
years old when he was 
named the Vols start-
er at middle linebacker 
early last season.   Kirk-
land proved what he 
was capable of in those 
final 10 games, exceed-
ing the high expectations 
that were already in place 
before he ever set foot on 
the Tennessee campus.

“I felt that I was ready. 
I knew what I could 
bring to the team.  Over-
all as I learned more, I 
got better and hopefully 
that will carry over to this 
season,” said Kirkland.  
“Really being leader of the 
defense, the “Mike” line-
backer is the leader of the 
defense… so really just 
coming into that role, as I 
get older I’m putting more 
trust in my teammates as 
they put more trust in me.”

It’s pretty good odds 
that Darrin Kirkland Jr. 
will be there in center of 
the action for the Tennes-
see defense for at least 
the next two seasons.  

“I like being in the 
middle of the defense, not 
necessarily as a cover-
age guy or a pass rusher, 
you get to do both,” said 
Kirkland. “It’s just fun 
to show the different 
aspects of being a foot-
ball player on defense.”

Having a steadying 
force in the heart of the 
defense gives Tennes-
see head coach Butch 
Jones, and new defensive 
coordinator Bob Shoop 
one less thing to stress 
over.  Shoop hasn’t been 

By Ken Lay 

When the 2016-17 high 
school basketball season 
begins, Hardin Valley Acad-
emy’s boys basketball 
team will have plenty of 
new faces.

The next coach, how-
ever, is no stranger to the 
Hawks basketball program 
or to HVA.

Longtime assistant 
Shane Chambers was 
tapped to replace his 
mentor Keith Galloway, 
who resigned in April to 
spend more time with his 
family. Galloway’s wife, 
Jennifer coaches the Lady 
Hawks and the couple has 
three small children.

Keith Galloway was 
Hardin Valley’s first boys 
basketball coach. He start-
ed the program when the 
school opened its doors in 
2008. Chambers has also 
been in the program since 
it began. He’s also been 
the school’s golf coach for 
the past seven seasons.

Chambers, 30, graduat-
ed from Jefferson County 
High School before going 
on to the University of 
Tennessee. He was first 
on Galloway’s staff as an 
intern and later coached 
the freshman team. He 
also coached the junior 
varsity squad in addition 
to serving as a varsity 

assistant.
“I was with Keith for eight 

years and I learned a lot 
from him,” Chambers said. 
“That’s an advantage.

“We’ll be a little different 
because we’ll have a new 
roster. We lost six seniors 
off of last year’s team.”

Chambers may hail from 
Dandridge but he found 
a home at Hardin Valley 
quickly and expressed his 
gratitude to the school’s 
administration for giving 
him the chance to succeed 
Galloway as the boys bas-
ketball coach.

“It sounds cliché to say, 
but this is home,” Cham-
bers said. “I love being at 

Hardin Valley and I love 
going over to check out a 
baseball game when I can. 
I love being around HVA 
athletics.

“I’m grateful to [principal 
Sallee] Reynolds and [ath-
letic director George] Ashe 
for giving me this opportu-
nity.”

While at Jefferson 
County, Chambers played 
for Rick Sinard (who now 
coaches the Lady Patri-
ots] and Tony Patterson 
(the current golf coach at 
Central High School]. He 
continues to be close to 
both men.

“I played for coach Sinard 
and coach Patterson at 

Jefferson County High 
School,” Chambers said. 
“I can always pick up the 
phone and call them. 
They’re always there.

“When I got the job, I got 
phone calls from both the 
basketball and golf com-
munities congratulating 
me.”

Chambers is one of two 
new coaches in District 
4-AAA. Bearden recent-
ly hired former Cherokee 
coach Jeremy Parrott to 
replace the legendary Mark 
Blevins who resigned as 
that school’s all-time wins 
leader.

Blevins is now a coach in 
Alabama.

By Steve Williams

Even in the rain, Rebecca Sto-
ry’s sophomore track season 
continues to produce personal 
records.

Christian Academy of Knox-
ville’s outstanding distance 
runner had two more “PRs” in the 
KIL Track and Field meet Wednes-
day night at Hardin Valley Acad-
emy when she posted a time of 
4:52.66 in the 1600-meter run 
and a 2:15.41 in the 800.

“I came into the (1600) race 
obviously wanting to go for the 
win because that’s what cham-
pionships are all about and I 
would worry about the time later 
once I crossed the finish line,” 
said Story. “I was pleasantly sur-
prised because I won and got a 
nice time.”

Story’s previous best time in 
the 1600 was a 4:56.2, set last 
season in the KIL meet. In her 
career she also has run a 4:54 in 
the mile run, which actually is a 
little longer distance than 1600 
meters.

Story set a new TSSAA state 
record in the 3200 when she 
was clocked at 10:16.72 at the 
Arcadia Invitational in California 
on April 9. The previous record of 
10:26.28 had been held by Kathy 
Kroeger of Independence since 
2008.

The current TSSAA state record 
in the girls’ 1600 is 4:45.44, set 
by Margaret Groos of Harpeth Hall 
in 1977. It is the oldest TSSAA 
record in girls track.

The TSSAA state record in 
the girls’ 800 is 2:09.44, set by 
Tania Wells of Memphis Melrose 
in 1978.

While the wet and cool weather 
conditions bothered some of the 
KIL competitors, Story liked it.

“I actually enjoy the rain,” she 
said. “I like running in cooler tem-
peratures and I feel the rain is 
refreshing and clears the air, so 
it really didn’t have any effect on 

me.”
For the second straight year, 

Story did not run in the 3200 at 
the KIL meet.

“I’m going to be running the 
3200 for the next three weeks,” 
she said. “I’ve run the 1600 and 
800 the past two KILs, so I’m 
keeping up the tradition.”

Meanwhile, the Hardin Valley 
Academy girls pulled away from 
the field and captured their fifth 

straight KIL meet crown as they 
prevailed in seven events.

The Lady Hawks swept all 
four relay races, starting with 
the 4x200 which had Gia Faoro, 
Neyasha Honorable, Lainee Grif-
fin and Regan Goins combining 
efforts for a time of 1:45.66.

HVA’s 4x800 relay followed with 
a 10:04.23 as Kensi Gray, Jenna 

HVA hires longtime assistant to lead boys basketball team

Story enjoys the rain in KIL meet 
and lowers 1600 and 800 times

PHOTO BY LUTHER SIMMONS

West High freshman Caroline Lewis (left) has a slight lead over Rebekah Hampton of Hardin Valley Academy 
in the KIL girls 100-meter hurdles. Lewis got the win -- one of three she had in the meet.
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Austin-East

Stephanie Spidell, 
Valedictorian

Darrell Willis,
Valedictorian

Kiara Blain,
Salutatorian

Hardin Valley

Zoe Antonas, 
Valedictorian

Ally White,
 Salutatorian

By Ken Lay 

Gibbs High School 
boys soccer coach Jason 
French had to breathe a 
huge sigh of relief after 
his team closed out the 
District 3-AAA portion of 
its schedule Tuesday.

“We scored those fi rst 
two goals and we had 
to hold on,” French said 
after the Eagles outlasted 
Central 2-1 before a spir-
ited crowd at CHS’s Dan 
Y. Boring Stadium. “Cen-
tral is a good team. They 
have some great players.

“They’re one of the 
best teams in our dis-
trict and there’s no 
doubt about that.”

Despite getting off to 
a fast start, the Bobcats 
(6-6 overall, 4-3 in Dis-
trict 3-AAA) concluded 
the league portion of its 
schedule with two consec-
utive losses. Central lost 
to Halls on April 26 before 

falling to Gibbs (9-6-2, 
5-2) earlier this week.

Central, the Eagles 
and the second-seed-
ed Red Devils will all 
host second-round dis-
trict tournament match-
es today (May 9). Game 
times and opponents 
weren’t set at press time.

Gibbs will be the No. 3 
seed. The Eagles clinched 
that spot with the win over 
the Bobcats and French 
said the win was huge 
for his squad because it 
can now avoid top-seed-
ed Oak Ridge until the 
district fi nals. Central is 
seeded fourth thanks to 
its late season losses 
to Gibbs and Halls

“This is big for us 
because we can stay 
away from Oak Ridge [in 
the semifi nals],” French 
said. “We played Oak 
Ridge once and I didn’t 
want to have to play 
them [early] again.”

The Wildcats beat the 
Eagles 6-0 in Corryton 
during the regular-season. 
Now Gibbs must advance 
to the championship 
match to play the Wild-
cats. Both district fi nalists 
will advance to the Region 
2-AAA Tournament.

The Eagles never trailed 
in Fountain City Tues-
day night. They took 
a 1-0 lead in the fi fth 
minute when senior for-
ward Gary Capps scored.

Gibbs withstood a furi-
ous comeback effort from 
the Bobcats in the fi rst 
half.  Senior goalkeep-
er Robbie Kincaid made 
some stellar saves and 
also got a little help from 
the goalpost during the 
opening 40 minutes.

The Bobcats also 
had a goal wiped out 
by an offsides call.

Gibbs took a 2-0 lead 
when junior Josh James 
converted a penalty kick 
in the 44th minute.

The Bobcats fi nally got 
on the board when mid-
fi elder Kalulu Bamba tal-
lied in the 68th minute.

Central missed some 
late scoring chanc-
es thanks to Kincaid’s 
effort in the net.

Bobcats coach Tobin 
Walton couldn’t fault his 
side’s effort on this night.

“We played well 
tonight,” Walton said. 
“This was a good game 
and we did some things 
well that people prob-
ably didn’t see. We did 
well on some things 
that we had been work-
ing on in practice.

“We had chances and 
we played well, but all 
that being said, when 
you don’t put the ball 
in the back of the net, 
you don’t win. That’s the 
curse of this game but 
that’s why we love it.”

By Steve Williams

Derek Witt said he 
has never worked with 
a kid who is as “physi-
cally driven” as Carter 
High’s Shelby Reynolds.

Jeff McMillan called her 
“the most versatile female 
track athlete I’ve seen in 
30-plus years of coaching 
track. She can run, jump, 
throw. She can do it all.”

And on a day when 
Reynolds signed schol-
arship papers with Car-
son-Newman Universi-
ty, Carter athletic direc-
tor John Anderson’s 
compliment praised the 
person that Shelby is.

“Being involved with 
our special needs chil-
dren and Special Olym-
pics have always been a 
big interest for Shelby,” 
said Anderson Thursday 
afternoon in the school 
library, where family mem-
bers, classmates and 
teammates, and teach-
ers and coaches had gath-
ered to watch the signing.

“She takes pride in 
working with our kids and 
it’s just something that 
she has done for awhile 
now. She truly enjoys it 
and they love her. That 
makes her special.

“Shelby has a loving 
spirit and a loving heart,” 
added Anderson, “and 
that’s part of what makes 

her special even beyond 
her accomplishments 
on the track and fi eld.”

Mike Story is the teach-
er of the Comprehen-
sive Development Class-
room Adaptive program 
at Carter, and Reyn-
olds started out as a 
peer tutor in the CDCA 
“special ed” class.

“We work with stu-
dents who are moder-
ately to severely handi-
capped,” said Story. “Intel-
lectually disabled stu-
dents basically are who 
we work with. She’s been 
involved in it two years.”

In a word, Shelby, said 
Story, has been “excel-
lent” in the program.

“She has great rapport 
with the students. She 
goes beyond what you 
ask her to do. The stu-
dents absolutely worship 
her. They think the world 
of her. You can’t ask for 
a better peer tutor. She’s 
done a remarkable job.”

Special education stu-
dents also were pres-
ent for the signing.

“They make me real 
happy,” said Shelby when 
asked about her stu-
dents. “The biggest thing 
is giving them the atten-
tion they deserve.

“It bothers me when 
people talk down to them 
when they are just as 

normal as we are. They 
just have something 
wrong with them, but 
there’s nothing they can 
do about it. So the biggest 
thing is making them feel 
as normal as possible. To 
treat them and take them 
to ball games and things 
like that. Let them be like 
normal high school kids.”

Reynolds will major in 
special education at Car-
son-Newman. After four 
years at C-N, her plans are 
to transfer to ETSU’s occu-
pational therapy school.

In the meantime, Reyn-
olds will be a multi-ath-
lete at Carson-Newman, 
competing in the pen-
tathlon and heptath-
lon, plus the triple jump, 
long jump and high 
jump, and the hurdles.

Reynolds’ versatility 
was on display recently 
when she placed second 
in the Class A-AA East 
sectional to qualify for 
the TSSAA state pentath-
lon later this month.

Shelby had to over-
come adversity in her 
prep career. She missed 
most of her junior track 
season at Carter when 
an “extra bone” was dis-
covered on the side of 
her right foot during an 
examination after she 
had rolled her ankle. She 
underwent foot surgery to 

have the bone removed.
“After surgery she 

came the next week and 
was in the weight room 
and didn’t miss a day,” 
recalled Witt, an assis-
tant track coach who has 
worked closely with Reyn-
olds over the past year 
and a half, including her 
rehabbing with fl ex exer-
cises and weight train-
ing. “She was in there in 
her cast doing everything 
she could possibly do to 
keep herself in shape.

“They took that cast 
off and she was on the 
runway for the long jump 
at the KIL meet last 
year. It was painful for 
her but she jumped.”

Reynolds said she 
was back to 100 per-
cent physically this 
past mid-December.

“When it fi rst happened 

I thought I was done and 
never going to get to run 
in college,” recalled Reyn-
olds. “The biggest satis-
faction for me was the 
fi rst time when I could 
actually get up on my 
toes and sprint. As soon 
as I could do that, it 
was like everything was 
going to be alright.” 

Witt said Reynolds is 
the strongest girl he’s 
ever worked with and 
has made impressive 
gains in the weight room, 
which has helped her be 
able to take on different 
events in track and fi eld.

“She’s put on about 
20 pounds of muscle 
from the fi rst day that 
I saw her to where she 
is right now,” he said.

Reynolds also received 
offers from Tennessee 
Tech, King, Tennessee 

Wesleyan and Milligan.
Shelby said she chose 

Carson-Newman because 
it was only 30 minutes 
away from home and 
she wanted to be close 
enough to come and see 
her brother, Colby, who 
is 13, compete in athlet-
ics. She also has friends 
at C-N, including some 
Carter graduates. 

“I like the smallness 
of it, and it felt just like 
a family there,” she said. 
“The coaches also were 
a perfect match for me.”

“I think she made a 
great decision in sign-
ing with Carson-New-
man,” said Witt.

At times, Shelby may 
even have her own 
very special cheer-
ing section. That would 
make her real happy.

Eagles have to ‘hold 
on’ at Central 2-1

Reynolds, C-N signee, deemed special 
even beyond her track honors

PHOTO BY STEVE WILLIAMS

Shelby Reynolds of Carter High signs scholarship papers with Carson-Newman University 
Thursday as parents Carrie and Jeremy and brother Colby look on.
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on campus very long.  He 
was hired to replace John 
Jancek back in early Jan-
uary.  But even in that 
short period of time, he 
and Kirkland appear to 
have a solid partnership.

“He (Shoop) is a smart 
individual,” said Kirk-
land. “He has helped our 
defense with communica-
tion, installing his ideas 
with our personnel, and 
has really helped our 
defense.  He helps with 
pressure, our commu-
nication… and he offers 
more (in terms of) learn-
ing the game overall and 

learning situational things.
Kirkland is just one of a 

large number of talented 
players that will take the 
field for the Vols defense 
in 2016.  One player in 
particular that stood out 
to Kirkland is sophomore 
tackle Khalil McKenzie. 

“From year one to 
year two his body has 
changed a lot,” said Kirk-
land. “Khalil lost some 
weight… gained some 
muscle, and has been 
more explosive this spring.  
That helped his game and 
helped our defensive line 
with the more reps he 
has gotten this spring.”

�e Man in the Middle 
for Tennessee
Cont. from page 1

By Steve Williams

Bearden has snapped 
Hardin Valley Academy’s 
string of three straight 
boys team titles in the KIL 
Track and Field meet.

Versatile junior Jacob 
Sobota took first place 
in the pole vault and 
long jump and piled up 
30 points overall to lead 
the Bulldogs, who fin-
ished with a nine-point 
margin over the defend-
ing champion Hawks 
Wednesday night at HVA.

The annual meet 
was held in the rain 
and unseasonably cool 
temperatures for the 
most part, with the 
sun coming out for a 
few of the events.

Sobota cleared 12 feet, 
6 inches in the pole vault 
and leaped 20-8½ in the 
long jump. Shawn Stacy 
got Bearden’s only other 
first-place finish as he 
won the high jump (6-0).

The key to the Bulldogs’ 
title was a team effort.

“I think it was a lot of 
boys doing what they 
needed to do to come 
together and win,” said 
Patty Thewes, who is 
in her third season as 
Bearden head coach.

“They all knew they 
needed to move up in 
each spot. We shared with 
them in advance, ‘Hey, 
here’s where you’re at, 
here’s where you need to 
go,’ and they all just did 
what they needed to do.”

Bearden took advantage 
of some surprises, too.

“Ty Chandler took 
second in the pole 
vault,” pointed out Coach 
Thewes. “We weren’t 
expecting that and he 
did very well. Joshua 
Sobota came back. He 
was all-state last year 
and he’s been injured 
all season. He took two 
second places (shot put 
and discus) and we were 
really happy with that.”

Joshua, a sophomore, 

is Jacob’s brother.
Thewes noted there are 

87 boys and girls com-
bined on Bearden’s track 
teams this year with only 
six graduating seniors.

Even with the future out-
look looking bright, the 
Bearden coach admit-
ted winning the boys’ title 
this season was the goal.

“We talked about it,” 
said Thewes. “Hardin 
Valley is such a great 
team. They bring a good 
fight. We said we can beat 

Hardin Valley. We just 
said we all need to step it 
up and we can do that.”

As for the Bulldogs’ 
potential for the remain-
der of the season, their 
coach said, “We’ll see. I 
think if they do their best, 
they can do very well. It’s 
so hard to predict what’s 
going to happen. There’s 
potential to do very well.”

Bearden totaled 
116 points and Hardin 
Valley 107. Rounding 
out the top five were 

West 62, Catholic 60 
and Austin-East 57.

West senior Adam John-
ston looked strong as he 
won the 1600-meter run 
in 4 minutes, 18.55 sec-
onds. He also took the 
800 in 1:57.02, nipping 
HVA’s Kenton Bachmann 
by three-hundredths of 
a second. GCA’s Timothy 
Thacker took top honors 
in the 3200 (9:53.53).

In the sprints, A-E’s 
Kashif Warren spoiled 
Colt Treischmann’s bid 

for a sweep. The Grace 
Christian senior, who 
signed with Montreat 
College (N.C.) earlier in 
the day, won the 100 in 
11,21 and the 400 in 
51.66, but Warren (22.40) 
nosed out Treischmann 
in the 200 by one-hun-
dredth of a second.

Hardin Valley’s Riley 
Honken swept the hurdles, 
winning the 100 in 15.46 
and the 300 in 41.98.

Austin-East turned in a 
winning time of 1:32.53 
in the 4x200 relay with 
its team of Coby Colquitt, 
KaJuan Hale, Jahson 
Jackson and Martest 
Forbes. The Roadrun-
ners’ 4x100 quartet of 
Colquitt, Warren, Gedar-
ian Mobley and Hale also 
prevailed in 43.55.

Farragut’s 4x800 
relay won in a time of 
8:14.21 as Wilson Ekern, 
Mathew Saunders, Spen-
cer Flint and Louis Mor-
riss carried the baton.

The Hawks finished first 
in the meet’s final track 
event, the 4x400 relay, as 
Robert Taylor, Alex Laggis, 
Miguel Parrilla and Bach-
mann combined for a 

3:30.85.
In other field events, 

Halls’ Cole Patterson 
doubled in the shot put 
(59-0¼ ) and discus (162-
11) and L&N STEM Acad-
emy’s Jaylen Foster won 
the triple jump (43-0½ ).

Wall, Emily Readett and 
Maddie Christian won by 
almost 10 seconds.

The 4x100 team of 
Faoro, Kiara Inman, Griffin 
and Goins covered the lap 
in 49.25.

Hardin Valley’s 4x400 
relay capped the night with 
a 4:09.70 time as Faoro ran 
the leadoff leg for the third 
time followed by Lizzy Davis, 
Gray and Honorable.

The Lady Hawks also got 
wins from Goins in the 100 
(12.31), Davis in the high 
jump (5-0) and Rebekah 
Hampton in the triple jump 
(34-2½).

Hardin Valley finished 
with 173 points. West was 
a distant second with 104. 
Completing the top five 
were CAK 72, Bearden 70 
and Farragut 63.

West freshman Caroline 
Lewis was a triple winner, 
taking the long jump in 
16-7½ and sweeping the 
100 and 300 hurdles with 
times of 16.83 and 47.66.

“I’m very pleased with my 
performance overall,” said 
Lewis. “The weather was a 
little difficult at the begin-
ning, but it cleared up and I 
just pushed through it.

“I felt equally strong in all 
of my events.”

Other winners on the 
track included Kristen 
Blevins of West in the 200 
dash (26.15) and Jasmine 
Jefferson of Webb in the 
400 (58.52).

Farragut’s Destiny Carey 
doubled in the discus (105-
3) and shot put (40-2¾). 
Molly Calhoun of Bearden 
won the pole vault at 
10-0.

Story enjoys the rain in 
KIL meet and lowers 
1600 and 800 times

Cont. from page 1

Bulldogs ‘step it up’ and dethrone HVA 
for KIL track title

PHOTO BY LUTHER SIMMONS

Shawn Stacy of Bearden eyes the bar as he wins the high jump event and helps the Bulldogs capture the KIL boys team 
championship.
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Grace Christian

John Ryan Holland, 
Valedictorian

Ryan Albert Randles, 
Valedictorian

Kellen Seth Pettus, 
Salutatorian

Blakely Griffin, 
Salutatorian

Halls

Kayla Arnsdorff, 
Valedictorian

Morgan Duff, 
Valedictorian

Central

Elizabeth Smiddy, 
Valedictorian

Sarah Burton,
Salutatorian
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Coming Home

You may email Dr. Ferguson 
at fergusonj@knoxfocus.com

May 9, 2016

Now Enrolling
for Summer Camp!

Where Kids Learn, Laugh, 
Play & Have Fun!

Call 573-5354

•  School-Age Kids ages 5-12 
(must have completed kindergarten)

• Swimming 2 days a week

•  Field trips include: movies, skating, Mr. Gatti’s, 
Jump Jam, Smokies baseball, VBS, and much 

more!

A fun filled summer that will build lasting 
friendships

Call now to enroll, space is limited.

If a person crumpled to the 
ground near you, would you 
know what to do? If that person 
was unconscious, what would 
you do next?

On May 18 and 21, in 
observation of National 
Emergency Medical Services 
Week, Rural Metro, the Knox 
County Emergency responder and 
its parent company, American 
Medical Response (AMR) and its 
operations across the country 
will train thousands of people to 
save lives through compression-
only CPR. Compression-only 
CPR is easy to learn and has the 
ability to keep a cardiac arrest 
victim alive until paramedics 
arrive. 

Everyone in Knox County has 

an opportunity to receive this 
important training absolutely 
free. It takes only 15 minutes 
or so and is being offered at 
locations across Knoxville and 
Knox County. Everyone is invited 
to attend. No reservations are 
needed; people can just stop 
by.

“While our paramedics often 
get to an emergency quickly, 
during cardiac arrest immediate 
action can make the difference,” 
said Chris Blach, Vice President 
of Operations for Rural Metro of 
East Tennessee. “Compression-
only CPR can help save lives and 
is easy to perform. We hope that 
schools, businesses and other 
groups will take this opportunity 
to get trained in compression-

only CPR at no cost, making our 
community an even safer place 
to live. Our primary goal is to 
save as many lives as possible, 
and we hope we can get more 
people excited about learning 
CPR by being part of a nationwide 
event.”

Compression-only CPR allows 
bystanders to keep blood flowing 
through a victim’s body just by 
pressing on the chest in a hard, 
fast rhythm. It has proven to be 
effective in saving lives. 

Those attending will also be 
taught how to use an Automated 
External Defibrillator which are 
increasingly available in public 
locations. Just this year the 
Tennessee Legislature passed 
a law requiring both faculty and 

students at schools with AEDs to 
receive such training.

In Knox County, the training 
will be offered from 10-2 p.m. 
on both days at the following 
locations:

MAY 18:
•	 West Town Mall
•	 Farragut Town Hall
•	 Women’s Basketball 

Hall of Fame
•	 Hallsdale Powell Utility 

District Community Room
•	 Ijams Nature Center
•	 New Harvest Park

MAY 21:
•	 Pellissippi State-Hardin 

Valley Road
•	 Pell issippi State -

Magnolia Avenue

•	 Pell issippi State -
Strawberry Plains Pike

To find out more about 
compression-only CPR and find 
out how your group can be part 
of this event, please visit www.
amr.net/cpr or call Christopher 
McClain at (865)978-1224.

“This might help you save a 
life,” said Blach. “We’re the 
volunteer state, so in that spirit 
I hope people turn out in bigger 
numbers here than anywhere 
else across the country and 
get this free and important 
training.”

Last year the nationwide 
effort trained more than 67,000 
people. This is the first year Knox 
County is participating.

Rural Metro Offering Free CPR Training

It was a momentous 
day for my friends and 
their entire family. Their 
son came home from 
war. He’s a naval aviator 
like my father seventy 
years ago, and had been 
deployed in the Persian 
Gulf for the last seven 
months. Our servicemen 
are exceptional people 
and they give me hope 
for our country. My 
contributions seem so 
small by comparison 
to the heroic deeds 
of these warriors 
which keep us safe. 

Legend has it that 
the Gospeler, Luke, was 
a physician. Actually, 
I believe he was an 
internist at heart, 
though there would 
be no actual doctors 
of internal medicine 
for 1900 years. If you 
doubt my observation of 
Luke, read the first four 
verses of chapter one 
in his Gospel. What we 
do know about Luke is 
that he was a Christian 
and a traveling partner 

of Paul who referred to 
him as a physician. 

One of the most 
famous stories in 
Western culture is the 
parable of the Lost 
Son recorded by Luke 
in the 15th chapter of 
his gospel account. 
Some know this story 
as that of the Prodigal 
Son who squanders his 
inheritance in riotous 
living, but finally realizes 
his error and “comes 
home.” Jesus tells this 
parable sequentially with 
two others: the parable 
of the Lost Sheep, where 
the shepherd leaves the 
ninety-nine to seek his 
lost one, and the parable 
of the woman who lost 
one of her ten valuable 
coins and searches 
diligently before finding 
the lost one. As most 
know, the Prodigal’s 
father had two sons, 
one was faithful and 
one was not. However, 
the father must have 
kept looking for the lost 
son because he saw 

him in the distance, 
returning from that far 
country of lost souls. 

After perhaps one 
of the worst weeks in 
politics, with disgusting 
verbiage that I would 
not deem worthy of the 
term rhetoric, I need a 
hopeful homecoming 
story. After listening to 
Trump and Cruz, I can 
now understand why 
it took a dozen years 
for Thomas Jefferson 
and John Adams to 
reconnect after the 
scandalous vituperations 
of their 1800 presidential 
contest. I pray there is 
redemption for America, 
even though it remains 
over the horizon from 
my view. In a sense we 
are all prodigals. I just 
hope our Father will still 
be searching the horizon 
for us if and when we 
come to our senses 
and turn for “home.”

Excluding those who 
renounce God and 
choose to live in the 
“far country,” the rest 
of us naturally attach 
human attributes to God, 
even though this is a 
fallacy. I recently wrote 
of Moses’ encounter 
with “The Great, I 
Am” at the burning 
bush. The message is 
clear, God is beyond 
our understanding, 
and that is as far as 
we can go. Or is it?

Science can’t take us 
to a place beyond our 
universe defined by three 
dimensions and time. 

None the less, quantum 
mechanics describes 
ten dimensions at the 
creation of the universe. 
To comprehend this is 
understandably difficult 
because we exist in a 
three dimensional reality 
aligned with time. I once 
wrote a paper imagining 
that heaven exists as 
a higher dimensional 
plane than our universe. 

The movie Interstellar 
caused me to reconsider 
this notion of long ago. 
It’s my opinion that the 
movie is too long and 
the basic premise is 
hackneyed. However, the 
last thirty minutes artfully 
depict the relationship 
of our universe, seen 
through the eyes of the 
astronaut protagonist, 
and the alien sphere of a 
“fifth dimensional” reality 
(not to be confused with 
the Motown group!). 
For those who want 
more, read a review of 
the novel “Flatland” 
by Edwin A. Abbott in 
Wikipedia. The book itself 
is not worth your time. 

In my opinion the take 
home message from 
Interstellar transcends 
arcane dimensional 
concepts, cinematic 
techno eye candy or 
an otherwise average 
science fiction yarn. 
In the story salvation 
is made possible by 
love. Love allowed the 
astronaut played by 
Matthew McConaughey to 
bridge interstellar space, 
alternative dimensions 

and time to communicate 
with his physicist 
daughter and send her 
the scientific solution 
to save the earth. 

I’ve written previously 
about the theological 
virtues of faith, hope 
and love as articulated 
by Paul in his first letter 
to the Corinthians (I 
Corinthians 13:13). 
Humans are imbued 
with the capacity to 
love and to reason. The 
Bible sees these as 
attributes shared with 
God. In antiquity a name 
was used to describe a 
person’s nature. Although 
we comprehend little 
of the mysterious and 
majestic, I Am, we do 
know about the human 
and divine concept of love 
which is transformative 
and transcendent. 

These days what 
amazes me is that 
people renounce spiritual 
considerations as well 
as reason, noted in my 
recent essay “Dogma.” 
Furthermore, people 
worship false gods of 
government, money, 
power, fame and sex. The 
media, self-described 
elitists and intellectuals, 
as well as humanists, 
secularists and adherents 
of nominalism, call those 
with a faith perspective 
fools. The Christian writer 
Philip Yancey observed 
some years ago that 
our postmodern culture 
is the first in history 
attempting to live without 
a sense of the sacred. 

Obviously, this doesn’t 
apply to everyone. And 
as our culture devolves 
the “remnant” must by 
necessity remain in the 
world, but as the early 
Christians did, we must 
not be of the world. We 
must  adhere to faith 
and hope while trusting 
love to bridge the void.  

Shakespeare once 
said, “Once a man, twice 
a child.” As I watch and 
care for my grandchildren, 
I see them become more 
and more independent. 
We grow up to be self 
sufficient and no longer 
need our parents’ daily 
care. Like the Prodigal 
we often wander off into 
the world to seek our 
fortune or be deceived. 
As a parent I know I 
must let my children go, 
hoping and praying they 
will find their way and 
someday come home. 

By necessity we 
conceptualize God as a 
Father, even to the point 
of assigning “Him” white 
robes and a long white 
beard. I believe this is 
woefully inaccurate and 
incomplete. If we know 
anything about God, it 
is that God is love. And 
for some inexplicable 
reason He loves us and 
yearns for us to come 
home to Him just like 
the Prodigal. We should 
start the journey. 
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Foreclosure 
notices

SUBSTITUTE 
TRUSTEE’S SALE

Default having been made in the terms, 
conditions, provisions and payments made and 
provided for in a Deed of Trust dated September 
11, 2008, executed by Daniel R. Hodges, Single, to 
George V. Crawford, Jr., Trustee, and recorded in 
20080912-0018262, and subject to an Assignment 
of Leases as Collateral in 20080912-0018263, 
Register’s Office for KNOX County, Tennessee, 
to secure the indebtedness therein described, and 
the entire indebtedness having been called due and 
payable as provided in said deed of trust, and said 
payment not having been made, and the lawful 
owner and holder of said indebtedness having 
appointed the undersigned, David G. Mangum, as 
substitute trustee by written instrument dated April 
26, 2016, recorded in Instrument No. 20160429-
0062568, in the above mentioned Register’s Office, 
notice is hereby given that I, the undersigned 
substitute trustee, or my authorized agent, under 
the power and authority vested in me by said deed 
of trust, and having been requested to do so by 
the lawful owner and holder of said debt, will on 
Tuesday, May 31, 2016 at 11:00 a.m., Eastern 
Standard Time, at the front (revolving) door of the 
City-County Building on Main Street, Knoxville, 
Tennessee, sell at public outcry to the highest 
and best bidder for cash, free from the equity of 
redemption, homestead and dower, and all other 
exemptions and rights of every kind, all of which are 
expressly waived in said deed of trust, the following 
described tract or parcel of land situated and lying 
in Knox County, Tennessee, and more particularly 
described as follows, to-wit:

SITUATED in District Five of Knox County, 
Tennessee, and within the 39th Ward of the City 
of Knoxville, Tennessee, being all of Lot 5A and Part 
of Lot 5B, of the Resubdivision of Tract No.5 in Lee 
McClain’s Subdivision, as shown on map of the 
same of record in Map Book 17, page 85, Cabinet 
B, Slide 220A, in the Register’s Office for Knox 
County, Tennessee, and being more particularly 
bounded and described as follows:

BEGINNING on an iron pin on the north side of 
Victor Road (also known as Victor Drive), corner 
to property formerly owned by Miller and now 
or formerly owned by Joe Clayton, Trustee (as 
described in Deed Book 1933, page 676), located 
North 35 deg. 55 min. East, 231.2 feet from an iron 
pin set at the intersection of the north line of said 
Victor Road with the east line of U.S. Highway No. 
25-W (Clinton Highway); thence with said Clayton, 
North 35 deg. 41 min. West, 335.28 feet to an angle 
iron in the line of land now or formerly owned by 
Loveday; thence with said line of Loveday, North 37 
deg. 38 min. 49 sec. East, 136.91 feet to a nail in 
said Loveday’s line and corner to property formerly 
owned by McClain and now or formerly owned by 
Harvey Jackson Porter (as described in Deed Book 
1587, page 207); thence with said Porter, South 
39 deg. 19 min. 28 sec. East, 327.18 feet to an 
iron pin in the north line of Victor Road, corner to 
said Porter; thence with the north line of said 
Victor Road, South 36 deg. 46 min. 14 sec. West, 
159.35 feet to an iron pin, the point of BEGINNING, 
containing 1.09 acres.

DEED REFERENCE:
Being the same property conveyed to Daniel R. 

Hodges by deed from Michael H. Fancher dated July 
10, 2003 of record in 20030715-0006073, said 
Register’s Office.

SUBJECT to any and all existing easements, 
setback lines and restrictive covenants of record 
in said Register’s Office including but not limited to 
All Matters on the Plan of Resubdivision of Tract 
No. 5 in Lee McClain’s Subdivision in Map Book 17, 
Page 85 and Cabinet B, Slide 220-A, said Register’s 
Office.

The description was taken from the deed of 
trust being foreclosed on of record in 20080912-
0018262, said Register’s Office.

MAP/PARCEL:  068-K-A-062
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 809 Victor Drive, 

Knoxville, Tennessee 37912 as shown on the 
public records of the Assessor of Property for Knox 
County, TN.

This sale is subject to any and all unpaid real 
estate taxes; restrictive covenants, easements 
and setback lines; any and all redemption rights, 
including rights of redemption of any governmental 
agency, State or Federal; and any and all other prior 
liens or encumbrances against said real property. 
Said sale is further subject to matters that an 
accurate survey of the property might disclose.

The property sold pursuant to this notice shall 
be sold “AS IS” and neither the Successor Trustee 
nor the beneficiary of the Deed of Trust, nor any 
agent or attorney therefore, makes or shall make 
any warranty, whether express or implied, as to 
the condition, quality or quantity thereof, including, 
but not limited to, the enforceability of any lease 
affecting the property, the existence or absence of 
defaults under or the effect or this sale upon the 
rights of any party under such lease.  The Successor 
Trustee shall make no warranty of title, express or 
implied, and will sell and convey the subject real 
property by successor Trustee’s Deed only.

The Trustee may adjourn or postpone the 
aforementioned sale of real property by public 
announcement at such time and place of sale, and 
from time to time thereafter may postpone such sale 
by public announcement at the time and place fixed 
by the preceding postponement or subsequently 
noticed sale, and without further notice make such 
sale at the time fixed by the last postponement, or 
may, in its discretion, give a new notice of sale.  If 
applicable, the Notice requirements of T.C.A. § 35-
5-117 have been met.

The failure of any high bidder to pay the 
purchase price and close the sale shall, at the option 
of the Substitute Trustee, be cause for rejection of 
the bid, and, if the bid is rejected, the Substitute 
Trustee shall have the option of making the sale 
to the next highest bidder who is ready, willing, 
and able to comply with the terms thereof.  The 
proceeds derived from the sale of the property will 
be applied as provided for in said deed of trust.
Terms of Sale:  Cash
Substitute Trustee:  David G. Mangum

2303 Franklin Road
Nashville, TN 37204

(615) 255-8690
Interested Parties:    Estate of Daniel R. Hodges
	           Heirs of Daniel R. Hodges

Corporation Service Company, 
UCC Financing Statement

Publish Newspaper: The Knoxville Focus
Editions dated: Monday, May 9, May 16, and May 
23, 2016

DGM File #70345

NOTICE OF 
SUBSTITUTE 

TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the 

performance of the covenants, terms and conditions 
of a Deed of Trust dated November 25, 2009, 
executed by DENISE PARKER and JAMES PARKER, 
conveying certain real property therein described 
to CHARLES E. TONKIN II, as Trustee, as same 
appears of record in the Register’s Office of Knox 
County, Tennessee recorded November 25, 2009, 
at Instrument Number 200911250036809; 

and WHEREAS, the beneficial interest of said 
Deed of Trust was last transferred and assigned 
to Nationstar Mortgage LLC who is now the owner 
of said debt; and WHEREAS, the undersigned, 
Rubin Lublin TN, PLLC, having been appointed as 
Substitute Trustee by instrument to be filed for 
record in the Register’s Office of Knox County, 

Tennessee. 
NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby given that 

the entire indebtedness has been declared due and 
payable, and that the undersigned, Rubin Lublin TN, 
PLLC, as Substitute Trustee or his duly appointed 
agent, by virtue of the power, duty and authority 
vested and imposed upon said Substitute Trustee 
will, on June 9, 2016 at 10:00 AM at the North 
Side Entrance of the City County Building, 400 Main 
Street, Knoxville, TN 37902, proceed to sell at 
public outcry to the highest and best bidder for cash 
or certified funds ONLY, the following described 
property situated in Knox County, Tennessee, to 
wit: 

SITUATE IN THE SIXTH (6TH) CIVIL DISTRICT 
OF KNOX COUNTY, TENNESSEE, WITHOUT THE 
CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF KNOXVILLE, 
TENNESSEE, THE SAME BEING LOT 27, BLOCK E, 
SPANISH TRAILS ADDITION, UNIT 2, ACCORDING 
TO THE MAP OF THE SAME OF RECORD IN MAP 
CABINET E. SLIDE 41-C (MAP BOOK 53-S, PAGE 
55), IN THE REGISTER’S OFFICE FOR KNOX 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE, SAID PROPERTY BEING 
BOUNDED AND DESCRIBED AS SHOWN ON THE 
MAP OF AFORESAID ADDITION TO WHICH MAP 
SPECIFIC REFERENCE IS HEREBY MADE FOR A 
MORE PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION, AND BEING 
ACCORDING TO THE SURVEY OF W. L. CLARK, 
JR., SURVEYOR, KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE, 
BEARING DATE JANUARY 5, 1975. 

Parcel ID: 105 JB 029 
PROPERTY ADDRESS: The street address of 

the property is believed to be 1505 BARCELONA 
DR, KNOXVILLE, TN 37923. In the event of 
any discrepancy between this street address and 
the legal description of the property, the legal 
description shall control. 

CURRENT OWNER(S): DENISE PARKER and 
JAMES PARKER 

OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: The sale of 
the above-described property shall be subject to 
all matters shown on any recorded plat; any unpaid 
taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements or set-
back lines that may be applicable; any prior liens or 
encumbrances as well as any priority created by a 
fixture filing; and to any matter that an accurate 
survey of the premises might disclose. This property 
is being sold with the express reservation that it is 
subject to confirmation by the lender or Substitute 
Trustee. This sale may be rescinded at any time. 
The right is reserved to adjourn the day of the sale 
to another day, time, and place certain without 
further publication, upon announcement at the 
time and place for the sale set forth above. All right 
and equity of redemption, statutory or otherwise, 
homestead, and dower are expressly waived in 
said Deed of Trust, and the title is believed to be 
good, but the undersigned will sell and convey only 
as Substitute Trustee. The Property is sold as is, 
where is, without representations or warranties 
of any kind, including fitness for a particular use 
or purpose. THIS LAW FIRM IS ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 

Rubin Lublin TN, PLLC, Substitute Trustee 
119 S. Main Street, Suite 500 

Memphis, TN 38103 
www.rubinlublin.com/property-listings.php 
Tel: (877) 813-0992 Fax: (404) 601-5846  

Ad #97371: 
2016-05-09, 2016-05-16, 2016-05-23    

NOTICE OF 
SUBSTITUTE 

TRUSTEE’S SALE
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the 

performance of the covenants, terms and 
conditions of a Deed of Trust dated February 15, 
2006, executed by J Gardner and Judith Gardner, 
conveying certain real property therein described to 
AFFILIATED TITLE INSURANCE LLC, as Trustee, 
as same appears of record in the Register’s Office 
of Knox County, Tennessee recorded February 22, 
2006, at Instrument Number 200602220070307; 

and WHEREAS, the beneficial interest of said 
Deed of Trust was last transferred and assigned 
to U.S. Bank N.A., as trustee, on behalf of the 
holders of the J.P. Morgan Mortgage Acquisition 
Trust 2006-ACC1, Asset Backed Pass-Through 
Certificates, Series 2006-ACC1 who is now the 
owner of said debt; 

and WHEREAS, the undersigned,Rubin Lublin 
TN, PLLC, having been appointed as Substitute 
Trustee by instrument to be filed for record in the 
Register’s Office of Knox County, Tennessee. 

NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby given that 
the entire indebtedness has been declared due and 
payable, and that the undersigned, Rubin Lublin TN, 
PLLC, as Substitute Trustee or his duly appointed 
agent, by virtue of the power, duty and authority 
vested and imposed upon said Substitute Trustee 
will, on June 2, 2016 at 10:00 AM at the City/
County Lobby of the Knox County Courthouse, 
located in Knoxville, Tennessee, proceed to sell at 
public outcry to the highest and best bidder for cash 
or certified funds ONLY, the following described 
property situated in Knox County, Tennessee, to 
wit: 

SITUATED IN DISTRICT NO. FIVE (5) OF KNOX 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE, WITHIN THE 24TH WARD 
OF THE CITY OF KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE, AND 
BEING KNOWN AND DESIGNATED AS UNIT 6 OF 
THE NICHOLAS CONDOMINIUM, A HORIZONTAL 
PROPERTY REGIME, AS LOCATED AT 3105 
KINGSTON PIKE, KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE, AS 
THE SAME APPEARS ON THE MAP DESIGNATED 
AS “PROPERTY OF KRIS KINDRICK”, OF RECORD 
IN MAP BOOK 90-L, PAGE 100 IN THE REGISTER`S 
OFFICE FOR KNOX COUNTY, TENNESSEE AND 
ON THE MAP ATTACHED AS AN EXHIBIT TO 
THE MASTER DEED OF RECORD IN DEED BOOK 
1709, PAGE 462 AND AMENDED IN DEED BOOK 
1721, PAGE 468 IN SAID REGISTER`S OFFICE, 
TO WHICH MAP SPECIFIC REFERENCE IS HEREBY 
MADE FOR A MORE PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION. 
CONVEYED TOGETHER WITH RIGHTS AND 
SUBJECT TO THE OBLIGATIONS AND RIGHTS 
OF OTHERS IN THE COMMON ELEMENTS AND 
LIMITED COMMON ELEMENTS AS SET OUT IN THE 
MASTER DEED OF RECORD IN DEED BOOK 1709, 
PAGE 462 AND AMENDED IN DEED BOOK 1721, 
PAGE 458, REGISTER`S OFFICE, KNOX COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE. THIS CONVEYANCE IS MADE 
SUBJECT TO ALL APPLICABLE EASEMENTS, 
RESTRICTIONS AND BUILDING SETBACK LINES 
OF RECORD IN KNOX COUNTY, TENNESSEE. THE 
ABOVE DESCRIPTION WAS PREPARED FROM 
BOUNDARY SURVEY PREPARED BY WADE NANCE, 
SURVEYOR, LICENSE #856, WHOSE ADDRESS IS 
90 I EASE SUMMIT HILL AVENUE, KNOXVILLE, 
TENNESSEE 37915. 

Parcel ID: 108HB00400E 
PROPERTY ADDRESS: The street address 

of the property is believed to be 3061 Kingston 
Pike, Unit 6, Knoxville, TN 37919. In the event 
of any discrepancy between this street address 
and the legal description of the property, the legal 
description shall control. 

CURRENT OWNER(S): J Gardner and Judith 
Gardner 

OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: FSG BANK 
NA, TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE , 
THE Nicholas Condominium Association The sale 
of the above-described property shall be subject to 
all matters shown on any recorded plat; any unpaid 
taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements or set-
back lines that may be applicable; any prior liens or 
encumbrances as well as any priority created by a 
fixture filing; and to any matter that an accurate 
survey of the premises might disclose. This property 
is being sold with the express reservation that it is 
subject to confirmation by the lender or Substitute 
Trustee. This sale may be rescinded at any time. 
The right is reserved to adjourn the day of the sale 
to another day, time, and place certain without 
further publication, upon announcement at the 
time and place for the sale set forth above. All right 
and equity of redemption, statutory or otherwise, 
homestead, and dower are expressly waived in said 
Deed of Trust, and the title is believed to be good, 
but the undersigned will sell and convey only as 

Substitute Trustee. The Property is sold as is, where 
is, without representations or warranties of any 
kind, including fitness for a particular use or purpose. 
In addition this sale shall be subject to the right of 
redemption by the TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT 
OF REVENUE , pursuant to T.C.A. 67-1-1433C(1) 
by reason of the following tax lien(s) of record in: 
Instrument Number 200705170094101. Notice of 
the sale has been given to the State of Tennessee 
in accordance with T.C.A. 67-1-1433b(1). In 
addition this sale shall be subject to the right of 
redemption by the TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT 
OF REVENUE , pursuant to T.C.A. 67-1-1433C(1) 
by reason of the following tax lien(s) of record in: 
Instrument Number 200705170094103. Notice of 
the sale has been given to the State of Tennessee in 
accordance with T.C.A. 67-1-1433b(1). In addition 
this sale shall be subject to the right of redemption 
by the TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE , 
pursuant to T.C.A. 67-1-1433C(1) by reason of the 
following tax lien(s) of record in: Instrument Number 
201307090002270. Notice of the sale has been 
given to the State of Tennessee in accordance with 
T.C.A. 67-1-1433b(1). 

THIS LAW FIRM IS ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 

Rubin Lublin TN, PLLC, Substitute Trustee 
119 S. Main Street, Suite 500 

Memphis, TN 38103 
www.rubinlublin.com/property-listings.php 
Tel: (877) 813-0992 Fax: (404) 601-5846  

Ad #97008: 
2016-05-02  2016-05-09, 2016-05-16   

NOTICE OF 
SUBSTITUTE 

TRUSTEE’S SALE 
WHEREAS, default has occurred in the 

performance of the covenants, terms and 
conditions of a Deed of Trust dated February 23, 
2007, executed by EPHRAIM PHILLIPS, TRACI 
ANN WALDO, conveying certain real property 
therein described to EFS-EXPRESS FINANCIAL 
SERVICES, as Trustee, as same appears of record 
in the Register’s Office of Knox County, Tennessee 
recorded March 5, 2007, at Instrument Number 
200703050071049; 

and WHEREAS, the beneficial interest of said 
Deed of Trust was last transferred and assigned 
to The Bank of New York Mellon as trustee for 
Nationstar Home Equity Loan Trust 2007-B who is 
now the owner of said debt; 

and WHEREAS, the undersigned, Rubin Lublin 
TN, PLLC, having been appointed as Substitute 
Trustee by instrument to be filed for record in the 
Register’s Office of Knox County, Tennessee. 

NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby given that 
the entire indebtedness has been declared due and 
payable, and that the undersigned, Rubin Lublin TN, 
PLLC, as Substitute Trustee or his duly appointed 
agent, by virtue of the power, duty and authority 
vested and imposed upon said Substitute Trustee 
will, on June 2, 2016 at 10:00 AM at the City/
County Lobby of the Knox County Courthouse, 
located in Knoxville, Tennessee, proceed to sell at 
public outcry to the highest and best bidder for cash 
or certified funds ONLY, the following described 
property situated in Knox County, Tennessee, to 
wit: 

SITUATED IN DISTRICT NO. SIX (6) OF KNOX 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE, WITHOUT THE CORPORATE 
LIMITS OF THE CITY OF KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE, 
AND BEING KNOWN AND DESIGNATED AS LOT 3, 
BLOCK C, CONCORD WOODS SUBDIVISION, UNIT 
2, AS SHOWN ON MAP OF SAME OF RECORD IN 
MAP BOOK 68-S, PAGE 4, IN THE REGISTER`S 
OFFICE FOR KNOX COUNTY, TENNESSEE, SAID 
PROPERTY BEING BOUNDED AND DESCRIBED 
AS SHOWN ON MAP OF AFORESAID ADDITION, 
TO WHICH MAP SPECIFIC REFERENCE IS HEREBY 
MADE FOR A MORE PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION; 
AND ACCORDING TO THE SURVEY OF LARRY A. 
DOSS, DATED NOVEMBER 26, 1988. 

Parcel ID: 153BE002 
PROPERTY ADDRESS: The street address of 

the property is believed to be 11224 CONCORD 
WOODS DRIVE, KNOXVILLE, TN 37934. In 
the event of any discrepancy between this street 
address and the legal description of the property, 
the legal description shall control. 

CURRENT OWNER(S): EPHRAIM PHILLIPS, 
TRACI ANN WALDO 

OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: The sale of 
the above-described property shall be subject to 
all matters shown on any recorded plat; any unpaid 
taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements or set-
back lines that may be applicable; any prior liens or 
encumbrances as well as any priority created by a 
fixture filing; and to any matter that an accurate 
survey of the premises might disclose. This property 
is being sold with the express reservation that it is 
subject to confirmation by the lender or Substitute 
Trustee. This sale may be rescinded at any time. 
The right is reserved to adjourn the day of the sale 
to another day, time, and place certain without 
further publication, upon announcement at the 
time and place for the sale set forth above. All right 
and equity of redemption, statutory or otherwise, 
homestead, and dower are expressly waived in 
said Deed of Trust, and the title is believed to be 
good, but the undersigned will sell and convey only 
as Substitute Trustee. The Property is sold as is, 
where is, without representations or warranties 
of any kind, including fitness for a particular use 
or purpose. 

THIS LAW FIRM IS ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 

Rubin Lublin TN, PLLC, Substitute Trustee 
119 S. Main Street, Suite 500 

Memphis, TN 38103 
www.rubinlublin.com/property-listings.php 
Tel: (877) 813-0992 Fax: (404) 601-5846  

Ad #97162: 
2016-05-02  2016-05-09, 2016-05-16   

NOTICE OF 
TRUSTEE’S SALE

Default having been made by the Debtors 
in the terms, conditions and payments of a 
certain purchase-money indebtedness evidenced 
by a promissory note and secured by the lien 
of a Deed of Trust of record in Instrument No. 
201204090055863, in the Register’s Office for 
Knox County, Tennessee, executed by Donna 
Michelle Berry, to J. Nolan Sharbel, Trustee 
for Brenda F. Nichols and Lillie M. Nichols, and 
the holders and owners of said purchase-money 
indebtedness did instruct and direct the undersigned 
Trustee to advertise and sell the property secured 
and conveyed by said Deed of Trust, all of said 
purchase-money indebtedness being accelerated 
by default of the Debtor in the payment of a part 
thereof, the failure to pay Knox County Taxes, and 
the failure of the Grantor to provide insurance, at the 
option of the holders and owners of said purchase-
money indebtedness, after notice to the Debtor and 
all interested parties as provided in the terms of said 
deed of trust note, deed of trust, and the Tennessee 
Code Annotated, and in compliance therewith, and 
the advertisement of the real property hereinafter-
described on the Friday, April 25, May 2, and May 9, 
2016, in the Knoxville Focus, a weekly newspaper 
printed and distributed in Knox County, Tennessee; 
and this is to give notice that the undersigned 
Trustee will on Wednesday, the 19th day of May, 
2016, commencing at 10:30 A.M. outside and to 
the right of the front Main Street revolving door, 
under the cover of the building overhang, of the 
Knoxville/Knox County, City and County Building, 
400 Main Street, Main Level, Knoxville, Tennessee, 
proceed to offer at public outcry, to the highest and 
best bidder for cash, the following described real 
property, to wit:

SITUATED in District No. Eight (8) of Knox 
County, Tennessee, without the corporate limits 

of the City of Knoxville, Tennessee, and being more 
particularly bounded and described as follows:

BEGINNING at an iron pin in the westerly 
right of way line of HARRIS ROAD, located 20 
feet, more or less, westerly from the point in the 
center line of HARRIS ROAD designated as a 
BEGINNING point of Tract Number One, referred 
to in the Deed to Ralph A. McMillan and wife, 
from Joseph B. Hankins and wife, dated August 3, 
1973, and of record in Warranty Deed Book 1516, 
Page 760, in the Register’s Office of Knox County, 
Tennessee; thence with the westerly right of way 
line of HARRIS ROAD, South 16 deg. 30 min. East 
a distance of 178 feet to an iron pin; thence with 
the line of the property of McMillan, South 67 
deg. 57 min. West a distance of 153.57 feet to 
an iron pin in the line of McMillan, said line being 
marked with a fence; thence with the fence, North 
20 deg. 46 min. West, a distance of 188.23 feet 
to an iron pin, corner to property of General Shale 
Products; thence with a fence line and the line of 
General Shale Products property, North 71 deg. 44 
min. East, a distance of 166.93 feet to the Point of 
BEGINNING, containing .672 acres, more or less, as 
shown by survey of Larry C. Coleman, dated March 
29, 1975.

BEING THE SAME property described 
in Knox County Register’s Instrument No. 
201204090055852.

MUNICIPAL DESCRIPTION: 2919 Harris 
Road, Knoxville, Tennessee 37924; and

CLT No.: N8-050-138.01;
free from the equity of redemption, the 

statutory right of redemption, homestead, and all 
statutory, elective, and marital rights, said rights 
being expressly waived by the Debtors and Grantors 
in said deed of trust; subject, however, to the lien of 
any taxes and deeds of trust; and the title is believed 
to be good, but the undersigned will sell and convey 
title only in his capacity as Trustee.

J. Nolan Sharbel, Trustee / ss
J. Nolan Sharbel, Trustee

9111 Cross Park Drive, Bldg. D,  Suite 200
	 Knoxville, Tennessee 37923
	 (865)691-4111 / (FAX)312-6727

COURT 
NOTICES

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Estate of
CLYDE H. YOUNG

Docket Number 77608-3
Notice is hereby given that on the 28th day 

of April, 2016, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of  CLYDE H. YOUNG, who died Mar 30, 
2016, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred.

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or (B) Sixty 
(60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor 
received the copy of the notice less than sixty (60) 
days prior to the date that is four (4) months from 
the date of first publication as described in (1) (A); 
or 

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death

This the 28th day of April, 2016
Estate of CLYDE H. YOUNG

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
CLYDE T. YOUNG, Executor

832 Smoke Creek Rd
Knoxville, TN  37934

PUBLISH: 5/09/2016 & 5/16/2016

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Estate of
DEBORAH KAY SURRETTE
Docket Number 77573-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 21st day of 
April, 2016, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of  DEBORAH KAY SURRETTE, who died Jan 
27, 2016, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred.

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or (B) Sixty 
(60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor 
received the copy of the notice less than sixty (60) 
days prior to the date that is four (4) months from 
the date of first publication as described in (1) (A); 
or 

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death

This the 21st day of April, 2016
Estate of DEBORAH KAY SURRETTE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KATINA HARSHAW, Administratrix

7618 Blacksferry Rd
Knoxville, TN  37931

PUBLISH: 5/09/2016 & 5/16/2016

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Estate of
DENVER L. COLLINS

Docket Number 77627-1
Notice is hereby given that on the 3rd day of 

May, 2016, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of  DENVER L. COLLINS, who died Mar 14, 
2016, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred.

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or (B) Sixty 
(60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor 
received the copy of the notice less than sixty (60) 
days prior to the date that is four (4) months from 
the date of first publication as described in (1) (A); 
or 

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death

This the 3rd day of May, 2016
Estate of DENVER L. COLLINS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
TERESA RUSH, Executrix

2031 Price Ave
Knoxville, TN  37920

PUBLISH: 5/09/2016 & 5/16/2016

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Estate of
GWENDOLYN COBB WICKER

Docket Number 77587-3
Notice is hereby given that on the 2nd day of 

May, 2016, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of  GWENDOLYN COBB WICKER, who died 
Feb 7, 2016, were issued the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred.

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or (B) Sixty 
(60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor 
received the copy of the notice less than sixty (60) 
days prior to the date that is four (4) months from 
the date of first publication as described in (1) (A); 
or 

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death

This the 2nd day of May, 2016
Estate of GWENDOLYN COBB WICKER

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
CATHERINE W. WATSON, Executrix

5412 Inwood Rd
Knoxville, TN  37921

PUBLISH: 5/09/2016 & 5/16/2016

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Estate of
IRENE BERTHA SUTTON
Docket Number 77413-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 27th day of 
April, 2016, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of  IRENE BERTHA SUTTON, who died Jan 
26, 2016, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred.

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or (B) Sixty 
(60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor 
received the copy of the notice less than sixty (60) 
days prior to the date that is four (4) months from 
the date of first publication as described in (1) (A); 
or 

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death

This the 27th day of April, 2016
Estate of IRENE BERTHA SUTTON

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
STEVE DENVER SUTTON, Executor

7737 Martin Mill Pike
Knoxville, TN  37920

WILLIAM B. HICKMAN
Attorney at Law

PO Box 5415
Knoxville, TN  37928

PUBLISH: 5/09/2016 & 5/16/2016

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Estate of
PATRICIA ANN BROWN
Docket Number 77596-3

Notice is hereby given that on the 26th day of 
April, 2016, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of  PATRICIA ANN BROWN, who died May 
4, 2015, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred.

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or (B) Sixty 
(60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor 
received the copy of the notice less than sixty (60) 
days prior to the date that is four (4) months from 
the date of first publication as described in (1) (A); 
or 

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death

This the 26th day of April, 2016
Estate of PATRICIA ANN BROWN
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)

JUDITH ASHLEY THOMPSON, Executrix
7625 Saddlebrooke Dr
Knoxville, TN  37938

ROBERT W. GODWIN
Attorney at Law

4611 Old Broadway
Knoxville, TN  37918

PUBLISH: 5/09/2016 & 5/16/2016

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Estate of
PATRICIA CARLENE LAUDERDALE

Docket Number 77594-1
Notice is hereby given that on the 26th day 

of April, 2016, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of  PATRICIA CARLENE LAUDERDALE, 
who died Apr 6, 2016, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and 
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the same 
with the Clerk and Master of the above named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) 
or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred.

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or (B) Sixty 
(60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor 
received the copy of the notice less than sixty (60) 
days prior to the date that is four (4) months from 
the date of first publication as described in (1) (A); 
or 

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death

This the 26th day of April, 2016
Estate of PATRICIA CARLENE LAUDERDALE

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
SARAH RUDISILL, Administratrix

2708 – 34th Ave N
St. Petersburg, FL  33713-1722

ROBERT W. GODWIN
Attorney at Law

4611 Old Broadway

Knoxville, TN  37918
PUBLISH: 5/09/2016 & 5/16/2016

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Estate of
ROBERT A. PEAYS

Docket Number 77544-2
Notice is hereby given that on the 26th day of 

April, 2016, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of  ROBERT A. PEAYS, who died Sep 13, 
2015, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred.

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or (B) Sixty 
(60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor 
received the copy of the notice less than sixty (60) 
days prior to the date that is four (4) months from 
the date of first publication as described in (1) (A); 
or 

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death

This the 26th day of April, 2016
Estate of ROBERT A. PEAYS

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
KIM L. PEAYS, Administratrix

9601 Tallahassee Lane
Knoxville, TN  37923

PUBLISH: 5/09/2016 & 5/16/2016

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Estate of
RUFUS L. LOMAX

Docket Number 77582-1
Notice is hereby given that on the 3rd day of 

May, 2016, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of  RUFUS L. LOMAX, who died Jan 25, 
2016, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred.

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or (B) Sixty 
(60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor 
received the copy of the notice less than sixty (60) 
days prior to the date that is four (4) months from 
the date of first publication as described in (1) (A); 
or 

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death

This the 3rd day of May, 2016
Estate of RUFUS L. LOMAX

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JAN LOMAX, Administrator

1525 Hazen St
Knoxville, TN  37915

MITAL D. PATEL
Attorney at Law

PO Box 26072
Knoxville, TN  37912

PUBLISH: 5/09/2016 & 5/16/2016

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Estate of
WANDA WYRICK

Docket Number 77504-1
Notice is hereby given that on the 27th day 

of April, 2016, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of  WANDA WYRICK, who died Feb 3, 
2016, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred.

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or (B) Sixty 
(60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor 
received the copy of the notice less than sixty (60) 
days prior to the date that is four (4) months from 
the date of first publication as described in (1) (A); 
or 

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death

This the 27th day of April, 2016
Estate of WANDA WYRICK

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
JAMES ROBERT WYRICK, Administrator

451 Tammy Dr, Apt 7
Powell, TN  37830

PUBLISH: 5/09/2016 & 5/16/2016

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Estate of
WILMA E. BROWN

Docket Number 77619-2
Notice is hereby given that on the 2nd day of 

May, 2016, letters testamentary in respect of the 
Estate of  WILMA E. BROWN, who died Feb 28, 
2016, were issued the undersigned by the Clerk 
and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or unmatured, against his 
or her estate are required to file the same with the 
Clerk and Master of the above named court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
otherwise their claims will be forever barred.

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or (B) Sixty 
(60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor 
received the copy of the notice less than sixty (60) 
days prior to the date that is four (4) months from 
the date of first publication as described in (1) (A); 
or 

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death

This the 2nd day of May, 2016
Estate of WILMA E. BROWN

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
BRADLEY C. DAVENPORT, Executor

566 Circle Dr NW
Pigeon Forge, TN  37863

LAWRENCE E. LITTLE
Attorney at Law

900 E Hill Ave, Ste 130
Knoxville, TN  37915

PUBLISH: 5/09/2016 & 5/16/2016

Legal & public notices
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As a preamble, I’m a 
native Southern California 
gal, who recently trans-
planted herself here in 
Sevierville. (Just want to 
brag though, and say that 
I’m the product of parents 
who were both born and 
raised in the south: Texas 
and Mississippi. I had the best par-
ents in the world!) 

Just a quick background as far as 
food and entertainment goes. I’m a 
gourmet cook, as was my mother. 
I was a co-host on a local SoCal 
PBS station restaurant review tele-
vision show with a local food critic. 
We also did two years together on 
a weekly radio show. I’m a profes-
sional singer-mostly nightclubs. 
Besides radio, I’ve been in some 
movies and worked in television 
as well. 

Although I have lived in many 
locations over the years, I mostly 
grew up in what we call the Inland 
Empire in Southern California. 
Which leads me to my next favor-
ite restaurant review. We have a 
Mexican restaurant on every corner 
there in California. Seriously. Even 
in some of the gas stations! Weird, 
right? So believe me when I say that 
I know good Mexican food from not-
so-great Mexican food. 

Soon after I arrived here, I start-
ed searching for the best Mexican 
restaurant in the local area, and I 
struck oro! There is a hidden gem 
tucked away at 560 Winfield Dunn 
Parkway in Sevierville that you 
must know about! I’d be remiss if 
I didn’t let you in on this hideaway. 
It is something you will want to try, 

so run, don’t walk, to El 
Paso. 

This is hands-down the 
best Mexican place in 
this area. There is noth-
ing cliché nor stereotypi-
cal about this restaurant. 
How refreshing is that? 
The decor is beautiful, 

unique and tastefully executed. 
The servers absolutely couldn’t be 
friendlier. And I can’t express that 
enough. You will be treated as if you 
are the most important person in 
the restaurant. 

The prices cannot be quarreled 
with! This is a restaurant with value. 
I was subjected to highly overpriced 
restaurants where I used to live. I 
promise that you will leave El Paso 
satisfied with not just your taste 
buds, but with your wallet feeling 
pleased as well. 

To begin with, they have nightly 
specials, including drink specials, 
which often include some sort of 
margarita. Make certain that you 
read the specials board upon enter-
ing. 

The complimentary basket of 
freshly made chips comes with not 
only fresh salsa, but also a bowl 
of their refried bean cheese dip. 
Yum!!! 

I ordered some tacos of course. 
It’s kind of a baseline dish that we 
gauge Mexican restaurants by, 
right? In Southern California, taco 
meat tends to be highly seasoned, 
especially with cumin and chili 
powder, but not here. However, it’s 
still nicely cooked and easy to zest 
up with the salsa or bean cheese 
dip, if you’re so inclined. I do! 

I experienced some confusion 
when looking at the menu and had 
to ask the difference between Chile 
Rellenos and Chile Poblano. You 
see, an interesting thing to note is 
that in California, and other locales 
in the USA, is that if one wants a 
cheese-stuffed poblano chili, one 
orders Chile Rellenos. At this res-
taurant, that is a completely differ-
ent dish. It is more like a bowl of 
ground beef topped with onions, 
cheese, and chilis. (But it isn’t chili) 
A Stuffed Poblano (Chile Poblano) is 
what you want to ask for here if you 
want a stuffed chili.  And it IS zingy 
and tasty with a delicious sauce. No 
augmentation needed!!!

Cheese enchiladas are a Mex-
ican-American staple, and also a 
good thing to order to test the prow-
ess of a good Mexican restaurant 
as far as basics. They do a wonder-
ful job at El Paso, making them so 
delicious that you’ll want another. 

Another simple but satiating and 
tasty entrée is the Burrito El Paso, 
which is a fresh, soft, flour tortilla 
generously filled with tender pork 
chunks, sautéed bell pepper and 
onion and topped with a white 
nacho cheese sauce. On the side 
was lettuce, tomatoes and fresh 
guacamole. 

There is something here for every-
body, from the basics to authentic 
Mexican dishes: an array of sea-
food, steak, chicken and vegetar-
ian entrees to entrees served with 
Nopales (Cactus-very indigenous 
to the Mexican culture) and more. 
I should mention this is one of the 
few places in Sevierville that has 
a full bar. 

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Estate of
CECIL FRANKLIN STEPHENS

Docket Number 77583-2
Notice is hereby given that on the 22nd day 

of April, 2016, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of  CECIL FRANKLIN STEPHENS, who 
died Mar 5, 2016, were issued the undersigned 
by the Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of 
Knox County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and 
non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the same 
with the Clerk and Master of the above named court 
on or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) 
or (2) otherwise their claims will be forever barred.

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before the date that is four (4) months 
from the date of this first publication; or (B) Sixty 
(60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the notice to creditors if the creditor 
received the copy of the notice less than sixty (60) 
days prior to the date that is four (4) months from 
the date of first publication as described in (1) (A); 
or 

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s 
date of death

This the 22nd day of April, 2016
Estate of CECIL FRANKLIN STEPHENS
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)
DENISE STEPHENS HOWARD, Administratrix
7704 Keswick Rd
Powell, TN  37849

PUBLISH: 5/09/2016 & 5/16/2016

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO:  ALVIN JEROME WATSON
IN RE:  JULIE ANNETTE SCOTT 

v. ALVIN JEROME WATSON
NO. 191214-2

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR 
KNOX COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the Defendant, ALVIN 
JEROME WATSON, a non-resident of the State 
of Tennessee, or whose whereabouts cannot be 
ascertained upon diligent search and inquiry, so 

that the ordinary process of law cannot be served 
upon ALVIN JEROME WATSON, it is Ordered 
that said Defendant, ALVIN JEROME WATSON, 
file an Answer with the Clerk and Master of the 
Chancery Court in Knoxville, Tennessee and with 
W. Brian Starnes, an attorney whose address is 
9041 Executive Park Drive #106, Knoxville, TN 
37923 within thirty (30) days of the last date of 
publication or a judgment by default will be taken 
against you and the cause will be set for hearing 
Ex-Parte as to you before Chancellor Clarence 
E. Pridemore, Jr. at the Knox County Chancery 
Court, Division II, 400 Main Street, Knoxville, 
Tennessee 37902.  This notice will be published 
in The Knoxville Focus newspaper for four (4) 
consecutive weeks.

	 This 15th day of April, 2016.

	 /s/HOWARD G. HOGAN
		  Clerk and Master

To be published: 4/25/2016, 5/2/2016, 5/9/2016 
and 5/16/2016

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION

   IN THE JUVENILE COURT FOR 
KNOX COUNTY, TENNESSEE

CURTIS AND MARANDA BOWNESS,
Petitioner

v.
		

KATRINA DAWN GHESQUIRE,
Respondent

IN THE MATTER OF:
HOPE MARIE BUCKNER DOB: 1/8/14

A CHILD UNDER EIGHTEEN 
(18) YEARS OF AGE

Docket No.  ________

It appearing to the Court from the sworn 
allegations of the Petition to Terminate Parental 
Rights and the Affidavit of Diligent Search in this 
cause that the whereabouts of the Respondent are 
unknown and cannot be ascertained by diligent 
search so that ordinary process of law cannot 
be served upon her, it is, therefore, ORDERED 
that Respondent be served by publication of the 
following notice for four (4) consecutive weeks in 
the The Knoxville Focus, a newspaper of general 
circulation published in Knox County, Tennessee.  

It is further ORDERED that if the Respondent 
does not enter an appearance or otherwise answer 

the petition, further personal service or service by 
further publication shall be dispensed with and 
service of any future notices, motions, orders 
or other legal documents in this matter may be 
made upon the Respondent by filing the same with 
the Clerk of the Juvenile Court of Knox County, 
Tennessee.  

NOTICE
Curtis and Maranda Bowness have filed a 

petition against you seeking to terminate forever 
your parental rights to Hope Marie Buckner.  It 
appears that ordinary process of law cannot 
be served upon you because your whereabouts 
are unknown.  You are hereby ORDERED to file 
an Answer to the Petition for Termination of 
Parental Rights with the Clerk of the Juvenile 
Court of Knox County, Tennessee, 3323 Division 
Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 37919, and to 
serve a copy of that Answer upon Heidi Wegryn, 
Attorney for Curtis and Maranda Bowness, 5731 
Lyons View Pike, Suite 211, Knoxville, Tennessee 
37919, within thirty (30) days of the last date of 
publication of this notice, which will be May 16, 
2016, and/or appear for trial on July 12, 2016, at 
9:00 AM, at Knox County Juvenile Court.  If you 
fail to do so, a judgment will be taken against you 
pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. 36-1-117(n), Rule 55 
of the Tenn. R. of Civ. P., and Rules 1 and 39 of 
the Tenn. R. of Juv. P. for the relief demanded in 
the petition.  You may view and obtain a copy of 
the petition and any other subsequently filed legal 
documents in the Juvenile Court Clerk’s Office 
at 3323 Division Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 
37919.  

ENTER this the 21st  day of April, 2016.  
Honorable Timothy Irwin, Judge 

Honorable Timothy Irwin, Judge 

	 PREPARED BY:
Heidi Wegryn, BPR #017171

5731 Lyons View Pike Suite 211
Knoxville, TN 37919

NON-RESIDENT 
NOTICE

TO:  LISA MENNO
IN RE:  U.S. BANK NATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION v. LISA MENNO
NO. 190689-2

IN THE CHANCERY COURT FOR KNOX 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint 
filed, which is sworn to, that the Defendant, LISA 
MENNO, a non-resident of the State of Tennessee, 
or whose whereabouts cannot be ascertained upon 

diligent search and inquiry, so that the ordinary 
process of law cannot be served upon LISA 
MENNO, it is Ordered that said Defendant, LISA 
MENNO, file an Answer with the Clerk and Master 
of the Chancery Court in Knoxville, Tennessee and 
with Jessica D. Binkley, an attorney whose address 
is 1800 Hayes Street, Nashville, TN 37203 within 
thirty (30) days of the last date of publication or 
a judgment by default will be taken against you 
and the cause will be set for hearing Ex-Parte as 
to you before Chancellor Clarence E. Pridemore, 
Jr. at the Knox County Chancery Court, Division 
II, 400 Main Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 37902.  
This notice will be published in The Knoxville Focus 
newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks.

	 This 15th day of April, 2016.
	 /s/HOWARD G. HOGAN
		  Clerk and Master
To be published: 4/25/2016, 5/2/2016, 5/9/2016 
and 5/16/2016

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Estate of
MAE ESTHER SUMMERS
Docket Number 77636-1

Notice is hereby given that on the 5th day of 
May, 2016, letters testamentary in respect of 
the Estate of  MAE ESTHER SUMMERS, who died 
Jul 12, 2015, were issued the undersigned by the 
Clerk and Master of the Chancery Court of Knox 
County, Tennessee. All persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 
against his or her estate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk and Master of the above 
named court on or before the earlier of the dates 
prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred.
(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice if the creditor received 
an actual copy of this notice to creditors at least 
sixty (60) days before the date that is four (4) 
months from the date of this first publication; 
or (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy of the notice to creditors 
if the creditor received the copy of the notice less 
than sixty (60) days prior to the date that is four 
(4) months from the date of first publication as 
described in (1) (A); or 
(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date 
of death
This the 5th day of May, 2016

Estate of MAE ESTHER SUMMERS
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE(S)

MYRA PAIGE HOLT, Executrix
10707 Alderbrook Place

Louisville, KY  40299
SCOTT B. HAHN
Attorney at Law

5344 N Broadway, Ste 101
Knoxville, TN  37918

PUBLISH: 5/09/2016 & 5/16/2016

Misc. 
NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE:
Knoxville Regional Transportation 

Planning Organization
Executive Board Meeting, April 27, 2016

The Knoxville Regional Transportation 
Planning Organization (TPO) Executive Board will 
meet on Wednesday, April 27th at 9 a.m. in the 
Small Assembly Room of the City/County Building, 
400 Main Street, Knoxville, TN.  Visit www.
knoxtrans.org/meeting for preliminary and final 
Agendas or contact the TPO if you would like a 
copy of the final Agenda.  If you need assistance 
or accommodation for a disability please notify the 
TPO three business days in advance of the meeting 
and we will be glad to work with you in obliging 
any reasonable request.   

865-215-2694 or dori.caron@knoxtrans.org.

Notice of Auction
The following described vehicles impounded/

repaired/towed will be sold at public and/or 
private auction in compliance with the Tennessee 
Public  Acts 1967, Chapter 240, house Bill 379. 
The sale will be held at Volunteer Towing Vehicle 
Impoundment Lot located at 5906 Walden Street, 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37919.

These vehicles have been checked through 
the files of the Commissioner of Revenue, Title 
Section, Division of Motor Vehicles, Department 
of Revenue, State of Tennessee. In appropriate 
cases, the vehicles have been checked in other 
states and the owners and/or lienholders have 
been notified by certified mail. In those instances 
where no vehicle identification/serial number or 
license number was available, this Public Notice in 
the newspaper will comply with the law.

The failure of the owner/lienholder to exercise 
their rights to reclaim any vehicle listed below, not 
bearing a VIN/Serial number, shall be deemed a 
waiver of all rights and title and authorization to 
sell said described vehicle(s). 

1)2001 Buick Century, 2G4WS52J911121117; 
2)2001 Audi A6, WAUBH64B41N069372; 
3)2000 Dodge Neon, 1B3ES46CXYD833416; 
4)1998 Nissan Maxima, JN1CA21D2WT523912; 
5)2007 Nissan Armada, 5N1BA08A077723729;
6)1999 Ford Windstar, 2FMZA5145XBA19103; 
7)2005 Toyota Camry, 4T1BE32KX56401643;
8)2006 Scion, JTKDE177360075403; 
9)1981 Ford, 1FABP26B9BG179972

Notice of Auction
The following described vehicles impounded/

repaired/towed will be sold at public and/or private 
auction in compliance with the Tennessee Public  
Acts 1967, Chapter 240, house Bill 379. The sale 
will be held at Jim’s Garage & Wrecker Service 
Vehicle Impoundment Lot located at 5906 Walden 
Street, Knoxville, Tennessee 37919.

These vehicles have been checked through 
the files of the Commissioner of Revenue, Title 
Section, Division of Motor Vehicles, Department 
of Revenue, State of Tennessee. In appropriate 
cases, the vehicles have been checked in other 
states and the owners and/or lienholders have 
been notified by certified mail. In those instances 
where no vehicle identification/serial number or 
license number was available, this Public Notice in 
the newspaper will comply with the law.

The failure of the owner/lienholder to exercise 
their rights to reclaim any vehicle listed below, not 
bearing a VIN/Serial number, shall be deemed a 
waiver of all rights and title and authorization to 
sell said described vehicle(s). 
1)2015 Mopad, L9NPEACB7F1001847; 
2)2000 Ford Mustang, 1FAP45X3YF279607; 
3)2001 Volkswagen Jetta, 
3VWSB69M21M205424; 
4)2006 Ford Taurus, 1FAFP53U36A192816; 
5)2001 Buick, 2G4WS52J211101131; 
6)2000 Nissan Maxima, JN1CA31D4YT753699;
7)2002 Ford F-150, 1FTRF17232NA39772; 
8)2005 Nissan Sentra, 3N1CB51D05L470466;
9)2000 Saturn, 1G8JU52FXYY692363; 
10)2015 Nissan Versa, 3N1CE2CPOFL363951; 
11)1999 Chevy Tahoe, 1GNEK13R2XJ389896; 
12)2003 Subaru, JF1SG656X3H737190; 
13)1999 Ford Taurus, 1FAFP53SXXA129728; 
14)1989 Dodge Kcar, 1B3BK46KAKC436037; 
15)1999 Toyota Corolla, 
1NXBR12E8XZ293190; 16)2001 Ford Focus, 
1FAF034351W159600; 17)2002 Chevy 
Blazer, 1GNCT18W92K115021; 18)2007 
Chrysler Pacifica, 2A8GM68X87R142788; 
19)2008 Buick Lacrosse, 
2G4WD582481165224; 
20)1999 Mercury Grand Marquis, 
2MEFM74WXXX658876

By Howard Baker, 
RN BSN

Dog Bite Prevention Week

Legal & public notices

Smoky Mountain Vittles, Fiddles and Fun

By Rose Davidson

Striking oro at El Paso

I consider myself 
lucky to have grown 
up with a menag-
erie of pets rang-
ing from gerbils to 
horses. I have many 
memories and scars 
of those happy pet 
challenges of bites 
and kicks in fleet-
ing moments when 
my life became one 
with nature. Anything with a 
mind of its own and mouth full 
of teeth has the potential to 
inflict a little pain and suffering. 
As a young boy I found a neigh-
bor’s cat with a death grip on a 
mouse. In a moment as fast as 
a blink I jumped to the aid of the 
helpless mouse and saved it 
from a certain death in the jaws 
of the cat. What I didn’t antici-
pate was the mouse biting me. 
I am not sure what happened 
next. All I can remember are 
screams of confusion as my 
mother sprung into action. With 
my eyes big as saucers, sounds 
of a broom cut through the air 
and whipped about my head. 
Within seconds my mother 
had beaten the little mouse 
to death and scooped its limp 
body into a brown paper bag 
with one hand while she yanked 
me away with the other as if I 
were a rag doll. What I learned 
from this cat and mouse story 
was this: Never interfere with 
nature, and never, never under 
estimate the powers of a 
mother where her babies are 
concerned. 

The benefits of pet owner-
ship are well documented, 
and I believe our health inter-
relates with the animal king-
dom on many levels. As we 
begin the summer season and 
start spending more time out-
doors, we increase our oppor-
tunities to come in contact with 
nature. Since most dog bites 
occur during the summer, and 
since May 15-21st is National 
Dog Bite Prevention Week, it’s 
a perfect time to review ways to 
protect ourselves and our chil-
dren from injury and possible 
death.

Thirty-seven percent of 
households in America own at 
least one dog, and an estimat-
ed 70 million dogs live among 
us (2012 U.S. Pet Ownership 
& Demographics Sourcebook). 
Obviously, the mere numbers 
increase the likelihood we will 
interact with dogs. Many of us 
would never reach down to pet 
a snake slithering across the 

lawn but wouldn’t 
hesitate to reach 
out and pet a cute, 
cuddly dog loping 
down the sidewalk. 
Yet snakebites fatal-
ities average about 
five deaths per year 
in the United States 
compared to the 33 
fatal dog attacks in 
2010 (CDC). The 

number of dog bite injuries is 
much higher in children than 
in adults.  When I worked as 
an Emergency Room nurse, I 
witnessed the tragedy a quick 
snip from the family dog can 
bring to a child.

The Humane Society sug-
gests several ways to avoid 
being bitten by a dog. 1) Never 
approach an unfamiliar dog-
especially one tied or confined 
behind a fence or in a car. 2) 
Do not pet a dog, including 
your own, without letting him 
see and sniff you first. 3) Never 
turn your back to a dog and run 
away. A dog’s natural instinct 
will be to chase and catch you. 
4) Don’t disturb a dog that is 
sleeping, eating, chewing on 
a toy, or caring for puppies. 5) 
Be cautions around strange 
dogs, and always assume that 
a dog who doesn’t know you 
may see you as an intruder or 
as a threat.

If you are approached by a 
dog you are concerned might 
attack you, follow these steps:

• Resist the impulse to run 
away or scream

• Stand very still “like a 
tree”

• Avoid making direct eye 
contact with the dog

• If you are knocked down 
or fall act “like a log” by put-
ting your face down and placing 
your hands behind your neck

Owner negligence is cited as 
one of the leading causes of dog 
bites. Take personal responsi-
bility for your pets by getting 
them spayed or neutered, and 
keep your dogs immunizations 
up to date. If considering adding 
a dog to your family, take time 
to research dog breeds and 
talk with a veterinarian about 
which breeds are right for you. 
Use a little common sense, 
and NEVER leave an infant or 
small child alone with a dog. 
Take time to talk with your 
family about dog safety and 
ways to protect themselves so 
that dogs will truly be their best 
friend.

Try the Zesty Chile Poblano, Cheese Enchilada and Mexican Rice at El Paso!
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classifieds
Neighborhood 

Sales
HUGE LAWN SALE, 513 

BAGWELL RD, KNOXVILLE ON 
FRI, MAY 13 AND SAT MAY 

14:  RESTAURANT EQUIPMENT, 
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS;  TWO 

3-SPEED BIKES, CHRISTMAS 
ITEMS, DOLLHOUSE, TOOLS & 
MUCH MORE. FOR MORE INFO, 

CALL 865-525-3608

HAWTHORNE OAKS 
COMMUNITY YARD SALE, 

SATURDAY, MAY 14, 8:00 AM 
TO ???  AT THE CORNER OF 
EMORY AND HEISKELL, ONE 

MILE ON THE LEFT.

CEMETERY 
LOTS

Woodlawn Cemetery 
Section 265-E, 4 Lots at 

$1400 Each, will sell two 
or all four. 423-413-7280

computers 
for sale

COMPUTERS FOR SALE 
$100    INCLUDES FLAT 

SCREEN MONITOR, KEYBOARD, 
MOUSE, WINDOWS 7 OR XP & 
MICROSOFT OFFICE. JAMES 

237-6993

employment

items for 
sale

BALDWIN ACROSONIC 
PIANO, $500; LARGE METAL 
OFFICE DESK, $200; BOTH 
IN EXCELLENT CONDITION.  
LARGE FILE CABINET, $50; 

OFFICE CHAIR, $25.  CALL 865-
573-1563.

.........................................
For sale:  xl used dog 

Crate, $50. Call 865-621-
3589

real estate
for rent

fOUNTAIN CITY N. KNOXVILLE 
1 & 2 BDRM APARTMENTS, 

FROM $375.+ www.
knoxapartments.net           
CALL TENANT’S CHOICesm 

(865) 637-9118

real estate
12 X 65 MOBILE SET UP ON 

A GREAT PRIVATE LOT.  WILL 
SELL MOBILE AND RENT LOT.  
CALL FOR DETAILS.  310-0992

alterations
JOANNE’s ALTERATIONS 

PANTS HEMMING $5, 
SPECIALIZING IN JEANS CALL 

JOANNE 579-2254

caregiver
CAREGIVER:  IN YOUR HOME; 

24-HR SPECIAL RATE, $6/
HR.  EXCELLENT REFERENCES.  

PHONE:  312-5817

CHILD CARE

computer 
repair

COMPUTER REPAIR $65. 
JAMES 237-6993

electrician

excavating

BOBCAT/BACKHOE /SMALL 
DUMP TRUCK. SMALL JOB 

SPECIALIST CELL 660-9645 OR 
688-4803

fencing

FENCING AND REPAIR:  YOU 
BUY IT, WE INSTALL IT. 

 604-6911

florist

POWELL FLORIST AND 
GIFTS 865-947-6105 

POWELLFLORISTKNOXVILLE.
NET

gutter
 work

gUTTER CLEANING, 
INSTALLATION OF 5 INCH AND 

REPAIR OF FASCIA BOARD 
936-5907

handymen

Handyman and Son 
Painting, drywall, 
plumbing, Pressure 

washing, gutter cleaning, 
carpentry, flooring. Your 
helping hand around the 
house. (865) 242-6699 Bob 

or (865) 219-1704

home repair

ALL TYPES OF HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS:  ELECTRICAL 
& PLUMBING STATE LICENSED.  

REASONABLE RATES 
865-705-0742

junk removal

lawn care

 Total Lawn
Complete Landscaping
Mowing * Maintenance

Irrigation

865- 661-3316

CEDAR RiDGE LAWN & 
LANDSCAPE OWNER/ 

OPERATOR SEAN RAKES 
776-8838 CEDARRIDGELAWN@

YAHOO.COM
.........................................

RNJ LAWNCARE:  MOWING, 
WEED-EATING, BLOWING, 

Mulching, COMPLETE YARD 
MAINTENANCE.  NO JOB TOO 

SMALL.  CALL RAY,
 865-356-1997

metal work
MOBILE WELDING: WROUGHT 
IRON WORK, FENCING, gas 

piping (865) 661-8220

painting
PAINTING:  Interior and 

Exterior.  All types repair.  
Free estimates.  Call 

James Barnes, 454-3633

plumbing
Big Dawg Plumbing

 Drain Cleaning, Sewer 
Septic Water etc

363-9877

pressure 
washing

I CAN CLEAN YOUR VINYL 
SIDING, GUTTERS, WALKWAYS.  

CALL EDD (865) 705-8501

storage

Swim Lessons

Swim Lessons: Youth & 
Adult Swim Classes. New 

Classes begin each month. 
Call the Jump Start 

Program at Associated 
Therapeutics for more 
information. 687-4537

tree services

water 
proofing

service Directory

6th District Democrats 
ADOPT-a-ROAD Cleanup

The Knox County Dem-
ocratic Party 6th Dis-
trict (Karns, Hardin Valley, 
Solway, part of Powell, Nor-
wood, Pleasant Ridge, Ball 
Camp, Concord North) will 
meet at Hardee’s on Oak 
Ridge Highway at 10:00 
a.m. on Saturday, May 21 to 
clean the Byington Beaver 
Ridge Road for the Adopt-
a-Road project.  This will 
be their eleventh cleanup.  
The road is a mile to a mile 
and a half long.  For infor-
mation call Janice Spoone, 
771-5920 or Al Stults, 865-
691-2116.

Gloves, green vests, and 
tongs will be provided.  You 
may bring your own tongs 
to help pick up trash and 
to help save your back.  You 
may want to bring your own 
gloves as the ones provid-
ed are large and bulky.    
 Bonny Kate DAR Meeting

The Bonny Kate Chapter 
DAR will meet Wednesday, 
May 11, 2016, at 11:30 
at the Orangery, 5412 
Kingston Pike, for its Spring 
Luncheon.   A Memorial 
Service and Installation of 
Officers will be held.  Call 
(865)573-1116 for further 
information.
CHS 50th Reunion

The Knoxville Central 
High School Class of 
1966 will be celebrating 
its 50th reunion Saturday, 
October 8, at Beaver Brook 
Country Club.  The planning 
committee is searching for 
members of that class.  
If you are a member of 
the Class of 66 or know 
a member of that class 
who would like to receive 
information about the 
reunion, please send that 
information to Gail Norris 
Kitts at gnkitts@yahoo.
com.

Daughters of Union 
Veterans Meeting

Daughters of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War, 
Lucinda Heatherly Tent 3, 
will meet on Saturday, May 
14, 2016, at 1 p.m. at the 
East TN History Center, 601 
S. Gay Street.  Speaker is 
Cherel Henderson, Director 
of the East TN Historical 
Society.  For further 
information, call (865)573-
1116.
Ed and Bob’s May Night Out

The May Ed and Bob’s 
Night Out in Knox County 
is headed to Happy Holler! 
Knox County At-Large 
Commissioners Ed Brantley 
and Bob Thomas will be at 
the Time Warp Tea Room 
at 1209 North Central on 
Wednesday, May 18 from 
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. to meet 
the people of north Knox 
County and listen to their 
concerns. 
Farragut Lions 
Charity Car Show

The Farragut Lions Club 
will be holding a Char-
ity Car Show in Knoxville, 
Tennessee on October 1, 
2016 at Chilhowee Park to 
raise funds to support ser-
vice projects. Funds donat-
ed by community members 
will be used for service proj-
ects like vision assistance, 
kidsight (vision screening 
for children ages 1 – 5 
years), glucose screening, 
white cane, and any other 
needs that may arise in the 
communities “We Serve.” 

Pre-Register at farragut.
tnlions.org . Registration is 
open until noon the day of 
the event. Registration fee 
is $20. Awards will be pre-
sented at 4 p.m.
Garden Workshops

Celebrate Summer: Con-
tainer Gardens for Season-
Long Cheer: Join Master 
Gardner Lynn Carlson to 
talk about making your 

outdoor containers a rain-
bow of color.  Design, color 
balance, proportion—there 
is no one perfect design, 
so think outside the pot for 
this one!

This free public event 
is scheduled on Tuesday, 
May 24, at 11 a.m. at the 
Karns Senior Center, 8042 
Oak Ridge Highway, Knox-
ville, TN 37931, phone 
(865)951-2653.

It will also be held on 
Thursday, May 26, from 
3:15 to 4:30 p.m. at the 
Humana Guidance Center, 
4438 Western Avenue, 
Knoxville TN 37921, phone 
(865)329-8892.

Grow Veggies Anywhere: 
Join Master Gardener Amy 
Haun to learn how you can 
grow organic herbs and 
vegetables in containers - 
finding space on your deck, 
patio or even a windowsill.

This free public event is 
scheduled for three dates 
and locations. The first 
workshop will be held on 
Thursday, May 12, from 
3:15 to 4:30 p.m. at the 
Humana Guidance Center, 
4438 Western Avenue, 
Knoxville TN 37921, phone 
(865)329-8892.

The next will be on Sat-
urday, May 14, from 1:30-
2:30 p.m. at the Bearden 
Branch Library, 100 Golf 
Club Rd, Knoxville  37919, 

phone (865)588-8813 or 
knoxlib.org.

The final event is 
scheduled on Monday, 
May 16, from 1-2 p.m. at 
Davis Family YMCA, 12133 
S Northshore Dr, Knoxville 
TN, phone (865)777-
9622.
Happening This Week At 
The Blount County Library

Monday, May 9, 7 p.m., 
“Southern Appalachia Stud-
ies Series: How Appalachia 
Became Appalachia.”  Bob 
Hutton, PhD, Senior Lec-
turer of History & Ameri-
can Studies at the Univer-
sity of Tennessee, will dis-
cuss how the culture devel-
oped in the Southern Appa-
lachians after the Civil War. 
Politics and economics 
have played a large role in 
shaping the culture of Appa-
lachia resulting in myths 
and misconceptions of the 
inhabitants.  The lecture 
will address the realities 
of the Appalachian social 
history and the culture that 
subsequently evolved in the 
region. Hutton is the author 
of Bloody Breathitt: Politics 
& Violence in the Appala-
chian South which won the 
Appalachian Studies Asso-
ciation’s 2013 Weatherford 
Award for non-fiction. The 
program will be in the main 
gallery of the Library.

Tuesday, May 17,  5:30 

p.m., “Blount County Public 
Library Board of Trustees 
Meeting,” in the Board 
Room of the library.

Wednesday, May 18,  9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. (3rd Wednes-
day of each month),  “Afford-
able Care Act Health Care 
Enrollment.”  A qualified 
Navigator will be at the 
library to meet with indi-
viduals and families to 
help with registration for 
the Affordable Care Act. An 
appointment is required by 
calling 1-844-644-5443, 
or you can visit www.Get-
CoveredTenn.org/commit. 
Knoxville Civil War 
Roundtable

May Roundtable speak-
er David Powell has pub-
lished numerous articles 
on historical simulations 
of different battles. For the 
past decade David’s focus 
has been on the Battle of 
Chickamauga and is recog-
nized nationally for his writ-
ings on that battlefield. The 
lecture will begin at 8 p.m., 
Tuesday, May 10, 2016, at 
the Bearden Banquet Hall, 
5806 Kingston Pike. Lec-
ture is $5, students free. 
Dinner at 7 p.m., $17, 
including lecture. RSVP by 
noon, Monday, May 9 by 
calling (865)671-9001.
Mechanicsville 
Community Cleanup

Keep Knoxville Beautiful 

will host a community-wide 
cleanup of Mechanicsville 
on Saturday, May 14, from 
9 a.m. until noon. Volun-
teers should meet at Danny 
Mayfield Park located off 
College Street.

This is an annual litter 
cleanup of the Mechanics-
ville neighborhood. KKB 
encourages the participa-
tion families and neigh-
bors to come together to 
embrace the importance 
of caring for the communi-
ty. Keep Knoxville Beautiful 
will provide maps, gloves, 
bags, and litter-pickers. 

Volunteers are invited to 
celebrate their hard work 
following the cleanup with 
a picnic lunch provided by 
Food City. Register by visit-
ing KeepKnoxvilleBeautiful.
org and click on the Upcom-
ing Events link. 

The local Western Avenue 
and Middlebrook Pike Food 
City stores have been a 
continued sponsor of the 
Mechanicsville Communi-
ty Cleanup. “We have done 
this the last couple years 
and plan to do it every 
year, hopefully. We usually 
end up with around 50 vol-
unteers between the two 
of us,” said Middlebrook 
Pike Store Manager, Ryan 
Money.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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