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Residents oppose proposed location of Safety Center

By Kan Lay

City and county lead
era and the Helen Ross
McHabb Center held =
community meating o dis-
cuas the proposed loca-
ton of a Behavior Health
Urgent Care Center and
some of the nesghborhood
residants are unhappy with
the proposad kocation

They woiced their con-
cerns at a mesting last
Thursday at Cumberland
Baptiat Church

The tacility, which will

violent offenders, iz
planned for 3343 Dewine
Road off Westem Awnus

Some ressdents not only
aired their objectons 1©
the locaton but were alsg
upset about the meeting's
format.

“Thia whole meetng iz
a farce as far as I'm con-
carmad,” said neighborhood
remident Susan Acevedo 71
think they're trying to fid-
dle-faddle with us. Thayre
rying o pull the wopl over
oUr §Y8s

people. | just dom't want
this hare "

Other residents said
that they felt “rail-roaded”
Ly their leaders and by the
Helen Ross Mo Nabb Center
wiechwill run the proposed
facility if itis built. Othars
aaid that Thursday might's
meeting wasn't what they
were promised

“We were promissd
a8 public forum where
wa could voice our con-
cermna” sad reaident Jerry
Baker who started a pat-

night's proceadings
Helen Ross MclMabb
Chief Exscutive Officer
lerry Wagnier listened 1o
residents and attempt:
ed 1o re-azsure them that
the new facility would not
housea viokent criminals
“Thess are not viplent
fedors,” he asid “They will
notbe allowed 10 justroam
arpund the neighborhood
“we will have securi-
ty and people to care for
these people 24,7 Thess
are our nenghbors, friends

who need our help”®

Enox County Commis
sipner Bob Thomas was
present at the mastng and
said that he fell that the
residents’ concerns could
be resolved

*| think, for most people,
they've heard btz and
pieces of things and
they've heard rumors and
with their busy lives, that's
what they hear

°I think once the truth
gets oui pegple’s atiitude
will change This is rot the

facility hke thia [in & resi-
dential reighborhood]. We
had it at Lakeshore and
that was in Rocky Hill *
While city and county
leaders favor the pro-
pozed location. residents
remained opposed 10
it “Theywve intentionally
separated people 20 that
nobody can voice their
concenns or get answers,”
Connig Hughes said
Resident Katie Helms
an't 30 sure that all will be
non-viglent oftenders

be intended w0 reat non- Tm all

for helping

tion abgecting © Thursday

and membses of our family
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Teachers of the Year (L-R) Heather Palmer, Mary Sue Prain and Karen Latus are pictured with Board of Education Vice
Chair/Iistrict 9 Representative Amber Rountree

Knox County Schools Celebrates
eachers of the Year, Tenure Recipients

Fnow County Schools homored nearly
200 teachers dunng its 20172018
Teacher of the Year celebration at the
Holiday Inn Downtown on Tuesday, Feb.
21 The event was sporaored by Kroger
and Partners in Education

The Teacher of the Year celebration is
held each year to recognize outstanding
aducators Trom Knox County Schools
To be considered, & candidate mustbe
a full-tmwe, certified Frek-12 teacher
wh has taught five o more yaars and
spands the majority of the day instruct
ing students. Candidates must also
show dedicaton © waching and pos-
2823 & vanety of positive personal atiri-
butes. Schoollevel recipients ara nomi-
nated by thair colleagues for this anmual
award and the number of recipients per
school = datermined by the number of
facuity atthe school

From the groupofschool-level winners.

§  Marche.

Open House

the following three Knox County Teach-
er of the Year recipients were salecied
using ihe Tennessee Department of Edu-
cation gudelines:

* Heather Palmer from Dogwood Ele-
mentary. Ms Palmer has Deen with Knox
County Schools since 2008 and prior 1o
that served a8 3 substiute wacher for
frvm ymars. As a librarian, she sees stu
denta in all greds levals

* Mary Swe Pruiti from Farragutl
Middia School Ms. Prustt has bean with
Kngx County Schoola for 13 years. She
has sarved as a middle school assistant
principal and a w@achar. Har anure in
education. though, goes back to 1088

* Karan Laus from Bearden High
School Ms. Latus has sarved Fnox
County Schools for elght years as a vack
and field coachfoross country coach,
a Spanish teachar and a health canter
clinician, Frior 1o joining Knox County

Schools, she was with Loudon County
Schools and giher public high schogls
I Michngan

On Tuesday, March 21, at the Sarah
Simpson Professional Development
Center. Knox County Schools will honor
even more employess—150 educators
who have earned tenure eflecive the
school year This numbar represen ts 50
more than lastyear. Theevent, reschad-
uled from last rmonth, will include dinner
and spacial guest spaaker WATE 6 On
Your Side Anchor Lon Tucker

Academic tenure is a protessional
status grantsd 10 employeas alter sarv-
ing five achool years and receiving per-
formance evaluations “above axpecta-
uens” or significantly above axpacta-
tigns” with regard 1o effectivensss of
taac hing basad on the avaluation guide-
liria st forth by the Tennessss Board of
Ecucaton

604 E. Emory Rd.

first time that we've had a

Northwest BPA
Why is there
more litter
along county
roads?

e matsce om

‘Whiat 4o jail inmates have to do
with the incraasing amauntof littar
on county rosds?

The connection was explained
aarliar this manth by Draw Thur-
man, Contract Compliance Man-
ager with thi County Engimesring
and Pubdic Works Departmant. Ha
aaid that until last year picking up
trash for thnes days was partof a
santence for a driving whils infousi-
cated conwcton Thurman spoke
racantly at the monthly mesting of
the Northwest Business and Fro-
fezsional Asspciaton in Kama

Thurman Said paople shoukdrt
blame the county for not picking up
trash given the declining number
of laborars available bacause a
change in state law ook away the
prizoners from litter collection
He basically said that thare = not
more pagple litienng but fewer
people picking it up

“Roadsida lither = gatting worsa
and worse every day,” he amd He
sad that people either litter intan-
tionally or things blow out from
cars or trucks Thurman aaid that
the county doesn't pick up litter
on routes declared a3 state high-
ways and that Includes not only
Cak Ridae Highway through Kans
butroutes like Chapman Higheay,
Ibaymanchille Paa, Andrew Johrson
Highway and Rutiecas Pike

Bacauss DWW offendars are no
onger required 1 pick up rash
the county has dropped from a
atandard crew of 15 o about two
people parforming the sarvice

“Wa are compating with othar
agencies 1w get volunteers,” he
said. asking that people contact
thair state representatives and
22naors 10 changs the law and
ncluds trash pickup as part of a
cormiction
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