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County Commission questions Care Center location

By Mike Staely
steelymeebmoxfous.com

Former Knox County
Commizzioner Mike Brown
zat up front during the com-
mission's work session last
week and liztened o the
many, many gquestions
coming from the elecis
ed pfficialz about the pro-
posed Behavigral Health
Urgent Care Canter

For eight years Brown
spearheaded the com-
mission's efforts o create
such a center, then called
“The Safety Center” Some

of the sitting commizsion-
ars’ quesbona seamed O
reflect the thinking of the
neighbors who oppoze the
location of the cantsr just
off Wesiarn Avanue, Work:
ing with Sheriff 11 Jones,
mertal and phys al health
officials, and voluniear cit:
zena the effort passed a
unanimous approval by
the Metopolitan Flanning
Copmmezsion recenty
Today's commission
meating may decida the
conira ith Helen Ropss
M Nabb Centgr 10 oparate

the facility and lesse a
farmer church st 3343
Dewing Road, naxt o the
canter's northern loc ation,
for crestion of a 32 bed
facility

After guestioning
MeMNablb Center Director
larry Vagmer and Fnox
County Sheriff 1 ) Jonea
the commizsion voted i
pass the msue 0N oday's
regular meeting without
a recommendation but
Erown didi't like the way
the guestions seemed to
D Eoing

“Don't throw the baby
out with bathwatar,” Brown
sald, taking the podium
just as the commisson
was adjourning. He held
their attenvon brietfly

“The basic elements of
thia are in place.” he zaid,
adding. “We know that
Helen Ropzs McNabb =
capable * Brown recalled
the eightyear effort and
added “Now iz the tme 10
do somethingor getoff the
pot”

The work sessign con-
centrated on the Urgant

Care Canter proposal with
‘ice Chairman Randy Smith
MOving v T recomimen
dation® sugdestion and
Commissioner Brad Andears
seconding the mobon
Smith then =aid, °I fully
support something © help
peophe” and then added
e @ concerned about the
Iocation of the facility

Ha asked Vagmer about
the proposed number of
beds and how the patents
would be transportad t©
and from there Smith

—Continued on poge 3
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Former Knox County Com-
missivner Mike Brown told
the currem! comnmissioners
to “pet off the por”™ and ap-
m an ﬂgl'.ﬂlﬂl' to cre-
ate an Urgent Care Cenfer
for mentally ill people ar-
rested on minor affenses,
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Towers, She said those would be instaled when road work is competed there and other sites are being considered for additional shelters.

sTERL
New transit shelters suddenly appeared on Main Street af the City-County Building last week, having been ivstalled over the weekend.

Dawn Distler, Transit Director, tld The Focus that smaller shelters are on Suprenit Fill belaw Sum mit

Celebrate
SPRING

Tha first day of spring
has pessed. which means
Dogwood Arts, a 60+ yaar-
old East Tennasses traditon,
iz gearing up for its annual
calabration with a numbsr of
auciting avents and activities
throughout the Spring season
Nerw thes year - Dogwood Arts
‘avants will &xpand bayond just
the: month of Aprill

Dogwood Arts will faature
avants for residents and
visitors to experience from
the largs-scale sculptura
auhibit Artin Public Placas o
thé biooming beauttul open
gardans and dogwood trails o
live mumsic and performances
of the Rhythm N° Blooms
Music Fastival and 30 much
mare.

Starting this week, The
Focusawill be running it annual
Engxwille in Bloom four-isaue
Sares, providing Dogwood Arts
trail mapa and event listings
for the seaason

State Supreme Court kicks offt HELPATNDAY

Suprene Court Justice Sharon Lee spake Tuesday alur the
state court’s effort to partner with local legal erganization
to provide free legal services fo people who can'l afford an
attarney.

Tennessee Supreme Court justces
fanned out across the siae Tueaday
o bring atention o fres kegal advice
and educaton in the state. In Knos-
ae a3 Monre
ative, spoke at the Univer-
ity of Tennessee’s College of Law
about how the effort is partnering
with local legal sarvices

Knguxville City Attorney Charles
Swanson appearsd for Mayor Mad
gline Rogero and presentad a docu-
mentdeclanng Apnil 1stas "HELPAT
HD&Y" Swanson told the audence
“the grestestaecurity we have is the
ruleof law "

Justice Lee said the effort began
in 2008 10 encowage atiomeys o
provice free sarvice 1D nesdy citizens
daaling with civil lagal naeds such
as foreclosure, evictions, etc, She
said lawyers am ancouraged 1o give
atleast 50 hours par week of free

advice and service

“TLis partof our profession W halp
those who canmot afford 1D hire an
attormey,” Lee amd

Several other East Tennesses

atip = spoke including Melanie
Wilsgn, dean of the UT College of
Law, Deborash Taylor Tats, admines-

trative director of the Office of the
Courts, Deb House, direcior of Deves
opment and Compliance of the Legal
#d of East Tennessee, Tony Seaton
of the Tennesses Trial Lawyers Asso
ciation;, and Josh Hedrick, & pro bono
attormey

House said she hias worked with
Legal Aid of Tennessee her entire
carger

“Notevaryons can atford an athor-
ney.” she said, sdding that advice
and sarvices from most atiormneays
can cost from $150 o $200 per
hour. She said that in 2016 Legal
Aid assisted 2,300 paople in the
Z3county ragion. Sha added thather

pifce cannotl sarse every panson who
needs legal aid and can only halp
about 20% of the needs

Seaton sad he helped form a Free
Legal Clinic in Johnson City and
today, almosi all of the 31 Judicial
Distncts have such an office

Anyone wanting more information
can find information on the Internet
at www helpdinorg Legal help pro
vided includes hesalthcere, family law
issues, landlord and wenant relations,
and dabt

The HELFATHD&Y campaign is an
effort by the Tennesses Supreme
Court Access 10 Justice Commes
=ion, the Adminetrative Office of the
Courts, Tennessee Mliarce for Legal
Services, the Tennesses Bar Asso-
clation, and Legal Aid of Esat Ten-
nesses

Other Suprama Court justices
made similar presentations Tuesdsy
in Mamphis, Jackson, MNashville and
Chattancoga
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