KNOXVILLE FOCUS
NOW HIRING SALES
REPS AND WRITERS.

CALL (865) 685-9970

Take One!

May 8, 20017
xville, Ten

Ocie

www.knoxfocus.com

SR TIONS WALARLY -7 S LA
ille, TN 37928 | Loca

d at 4109 Central Avenue

Focus’ Mike Steely receives
award from ET Historical Society

T T WILL FADMHL

The Focus' own Mike Steely was recognized by the East
Tennessee Historical Society last week,

By Steve Williams

Charel Henderson may
have summed it up best

“1think he just has anat-
wral lowe for history,” said
the executive director of
the East Tennesses Histon-
cal Sociaty after presantng
Ilikoz Stealy of The Fnoowille
Focus with & “Hetorny inthe
Iadia Award” Tuesday eve-
ning, May 2 atthe Foundry
o0 Workd's Fair Park

The prestigious honor
13 part of the historical
soCiEtys annual Awards
of Emellence program
which was established in
1682 The “Hestory in the
ledia Award” is present
i T SOMEond in the feld
of broadeast print madia
of Intermet for outstanding
CONTILUTIONS 10 T Dromo:
tion of the region’s history

“In his busy caresr as

& writer for The Knoxville
Focus, Mike Steely man-
agea to add articles on a
wide vanety of historical
wpics and W inform read:
era of current eventa in the
higtory community.” it was
noted within the pages of
the events pmgram

“Hiz popular A Day Away’
column spotights sites and
attractions within a day's
drive of Knooville. His art-
cles are a great contribu-
ton o the pubic's knowl-
edge and interest in his-
oy

Steely has writien atout
the restory of mamy negh-
borhopds throughout Knox
County and also SDres
SbOUL SUrrouUnSing coun
tes

The Emoxvilke Focus
desarves a ot of credit
for giving the space in the

SUPPORTING EACH OTHER

paper and g@wing him the
ime 10 do these hestoncal
artcles” added Hender-
a0

°| sae Mike out covering
a Ipt of eventz throughout
the eommunity. | ses him
come and do research and
he makescalls i find infge-
maton 20 | kngw he tries
w do a really @od job o
Indgem the public ™

Steve Hunley, publish-
er of The Focus, said “We
at The Focus are very for-
winate and proud 10 have
Mike Stesly &s our senior
columnist and reporier
Mike's expenaence spans
nearty 50 years and covers
all rokes of e newspapr
basiress including owner,
publizher, reporter, col-
umnist and sales. Mike's
intagrity and dedication
are second © none. His

pazan for Knox County
and area history is exem:
plary. Az publisher, | extend
my heartfelt thanks and
gratiwde w the East Ten-
nesaee Hawoncal Society
for thear selection and rec-
ognition of Mike Steely as
thiz years media award
winner.”

Stealy has won other
awards in his newspaper
caresr but said this latest
honor brought special sat
staction

‘s sausfying © me
becauss my family in East
Tennesses goes back 0
ATEO b pointed out. "My
forefathers setiied in upper
Cumbariand County whan
itwas still corsichaned Han
tucky. I've been interest
@l i S0y SV Sinoe my
grandmathar Started o

Cultural competency,

FIRCTO BT STEVE WILLIAMS

They are distance rusners, yef they share @ dose bond, After competivg b the grueling 1600-meter run i the KIL Chaniplovslips,
three runners from different schools (left to right) - Taylor Cosey of CAK, Callie Tucker of Catholic and Niki Narayamni of Wb
- support each other after the race, as other runners (far right) bend over and try fo catch their breath, Narayani placed third,
Tucker fifth and Cosey sevenith in the event, which was won by CAK's Rebecea Story in a stadium recovd tisme of 4:48. 16. See ather
photos and coverage of the annual KIL meet in The Focus® Sports & Recreation (Section C).

Burchett’s budget has some special items

By Mike Steely
steelym @knoxfocus.com

Within the §798 million
budiget Knox County Mayor Tim
Burchatl proposed |as1 waak
are the standard sppropriation
requests you'd expecl. money
o schools (over $471 mllion),
public safety (more than §84
million} and engineering and
pubdic works ($5.1 million)
Although the proposed budgst
is about 3. 48% higher than the
curmart budgat Burchett s po-
posing no new taxes. Some of

what he s proposing = rather
LrLesL

About $TEQ thousand is
beimig requersted by the mayor
for a proposad BMX bike facil-
ity. Burchett said that the
mioney will g0 for new athletc
falds at South-Deyls Middle
School and 8 new BMX track st
the site of the currentstadium
BMX, or Bcycle Motor Cross,
I3 & track for off road icyc ks
and thare are fiva tracks in
the state in Cleveland, Duck-
town, Nashville, Mamphis and

Mornsipwn

Parks and Recreation will
host & public meeting on the
EMX proposal on Thursday,
Juna 1 at 8 pom. W haar from
the public on the proposal

BMX i surging in popular
ity and crganized BMX avents
are having milliona of dollars
N @ConGMIc IMpact on ¢iues
around our area like Louis-
wille, Kentuscky, and Rocky
Hill, South Camlina,” Burchett
ok the budget presantation
meeting at the City-County

Building

“Tharse avents are putting
heads in beds, diners in res-
taurants and shoppers in
stores,” hae added

The county mayor sad that
once the tacdity is built itwon't
jurst ba fOr |arge events but
alag for local use. He said the
track should boost local our
ismi in South Knoowvills

The mayor 2 alao saking the
Enox County Commission for
funding to purchasa 45 naw

bathroom policy
addressed at board of
education meeting

By Pete Gawda

Last Wednesday evening's meatng
of the Know County School Boand was a
tima when citizena gatherad 10 expreas
thisir BENIoNS on the eémotional and con-
trowersial issues of cultural compatency
and the diafricts bathroom policy con-
carmng ransgender Swaems. Many of
the spasakars recaived applauss from the
arge sudience and s0me even recaivad
stanchng ovabons. Thare wana 13 peaple
signed up 0 3peak in the public forum
porton of the meeting However, apme
of those 13 wan not présant 10 speak
whemn their name was called

Cryatal Yamazak, who introduced her-
salf a5 the parant of a daughter who &
tranagender, spoke againat the school
ayatem bathroom policy. She clamed
har daughter is prohibied from using
the girla’ bathmoom with her friends, "It
= paychologically damaging and unnec-
eszary,” she said of the school policy
and added that the policy does not allow
har daughter to be whoshe s Yamazak
claamead that over 40 parcant of trans-
gender people attem ot suicide becwse
they are bulbed. She quoted her daughter
83 2aying. “Ibalong in the gris’ bathroom
Decause | am a girl | am vansgender and
thare 3 nothing wrong with that ™

Another speaker, Brianns Rosanbeum
rgad 10 the board an accountof a court
cass challanging the bathmom palicy of
& New Jersey school district

She cited meds al organizations that
claim that baing ransgandar in itsalf

s not 3 disorder but that emotonal
problems come when studants are not
allowed W0 axpress thaer gandar

Stephanie 'Webb of LGET claimed that
Knoxville swdents are being denied
basic dignities
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