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Jack Huddleston, with his wife Joyce, displays the proclamation declaring Friday “lack Huddleston Appreciation Day” Pictured Lefi to right are Knoxville Focus Publisher
Steve Hunley, Gibbs Home Federal Bank Branch Manager Billy Mason, Knox County Scheol Board member Mike McMillan, Knox County Commission Chalr Dave Wright,
Conumissioner Ed Brantley, Knox County Mayor Tim Burchert, Commissioner Bob Thomas, former Commissioner Jack Huddleston, Knox County Trustee Ed Showse, Joyce

Hueddi State Rep Harry Brooks and Knox County Law Director Bud Armstrong.
By Mike Steely
steelyen = kneafoous.com affortand dozens of current  Harry Brooks old tha groun Burchatldac|ared the day  'Oward Other improvemants  can oparata without worry

and formar offcials gath-
arad at Harbison Crossmads
at Emory Road and Tapewsl
Pika 10 thank Huddlasio
for his efforts on behalf of
Gibrs, Comyton and MNorth
Fnox County

State Representative

The turnput Friday to
hiondr formear commssion-
ar and community advo-
cate Jack Huddlaston was
a gatharing of “Whao's Wha”
of Knox County skected offi-
cials, Burchettorganizsd the

Jack caled me and said ha
niad an idea * That idea ed 10
the updating and expanson
ef tha intersaction of thoss
two busy highways Brooks
ooked al Huddleston in ths
sudience and said
his I8 yOur interses tion ”
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Answering questions about the proposed Emerald Youth Foundation facility propesed for Lonsdale were
Steven Diggs and Kevin DuBose of Emerald Youth and Mayor Madeline Rogero,

Lonsdale wants input on the
proposed Emerald Youth facility

By Mike Steely
steelymiimoxforus.com

It is obwious that the resicents
of Lonsdake will welcoms a §10
million Emeraid Youth facility in
theair community but many of the
citizans ara asking that tha naigh-
borhood be includsd in plannng
and running l|IH project.

“We musthave a buy-n,” ons
of the residenta toid the public
maating Thursday evening at the
Lomsdals Elamentary School

Knoxville Mayor Madeling

Rogero hosted the long
with Steven Diggs, Pressdent of
Emerald Youth Found stion. Diggs
wold the sizable crowd that the
Toundation has s own board of
directors but said he would take
the suggestion of an advisory
courcil for consideration

“Its not out of the guestion
You can't put a facility in a com-
munity and notinclude the com-
munity,” Diggs sad

Rogaro askad Diges w0 deval-
op & partrarship with the com-
munity.”

The proposal, which involves
the donation or sake of about a
block of city-owned and county
school land as well a3 a §1 mil
ion streatscaps proj@ct with
ightad sidewalks in that area
of Lonsdabe, will requine approy
al by the Knoxville City Coundil
Board of Education and Knox
County Commession. The datails
are being worked out. hance the
public mesting

Rogero said that Emarald Youth
Foundaton approachsd the city

Jack Huddleston Apprecia-
tion Day® and noted Hud-
dlaston’s many yaars of Saf-

“Jack helped sacure the
furding 1 get the signal-
ization of this intersaction
stared and 10 3tart Working

a Ioud

“That's commercs.”

© the roadway,” Burchett
said ‘When a vehicle with
ufflar passed by
thes miayor pausaed and said,

Burchatl wanton 1o say
that Harbeson Crossroads
is safer Dday, businesses

and parents and childmn
going 1o Gibba Elemeantary
and Hgh School ¢an pass
theough with easa. He added
that the mad and interssc-
ton improvemants cut

Proposed BMX
Park draws
strong support

By Ken Lay

Engx County's proposed
BMX track met with strong
Suppart friom leaders and ras-
denta in South Knooville Thurs-
day night

Meamibers of the community
were |largaly poartive about the
proposed §750,000 project,
which would be buslt in Sguth-
Doyle Migdle Schogl's foot-
ball stadium Should the con-
struction of the track move for-
ward, it would be undertaken
and supervised by Knos ty
Parks and Recreation Depart

lals attend.
ed the meating in the South-
Doyle Mddie School Audit
fum. Those leaders included
achool board member Amber
Rouritree, County Commission:
ars Bob Thomas and Carson
Dailey and Tennesses Stats
Representative Rck Slaples

Should tha BMX Stadium
and track be installed at South-
Doyle. the rack at the football
stadium would stay in place
while the fiehd would become
afrack

EMX officials woiced the
nead for the track whan they

. Open House
June 5.
Ervoliment specials all day

For more information,
call 859-T900 or
wialt TennovaFitness com.

ROBBINS
CLEANERS —

Comforters, Drapes, Quilts & More

In Fountain City

Full Service Dry Cleaner & Laundry
688-2191 www.hallscleaners.net

OVER 40 QUALITY LEASE TURN-INS

B65-938-4222 OR www.rustywall acehonda com
RUSTY WALLACE HONDA 1-75@CALLAHAN

mat with Knox C
and Recreation Ser
tor Doug Bataille

It would be a unigua facil-
ity,” Bataille old the commu-
ty members in stiendance at
Thursday's meeting. "It would
be the first track in the coun-
try that would be gn a middle
schodl campus "

The proposed BMX track
would alzo benefit SDMS as
part of the projects fund-
ing would inchude provEQns
for school renpvations and
improvemeants

Engooville once hosted a BX
National race durning the 1582
World's Fair and thatevent was
eld at Bearden High schogol,
accordng © Bataille

There was also previously a
EMX track in 1877 in the Wesi
Hills. Community

Since then, bicycle racinghas
grown exponentially, yet them's
within 60
miles of the Knoxville Area

BMX, which has grown 15
percent since 2013, bacame
an Olympic sport in 2008 And
should the proposed track
coms 1o the school, it would

— {ontinued on page J
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