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Gas Tax Hike Is Her

By Focus Staff

The hika in the gasoling
tax is hare and will contin-
ue riging over the next few
years, This was pushed by
Governor Bill Haslam and
approved by the state leg-
islature, You can expect
0 pay 4 cants more par
galion at the pump

Many readers will recall
the gas tax hike was re-
tooled and labeled a tax
reducion in & move 10 gt

it through the legralature
The legislation supporied
by the governor increased
taxes on diessl fusl, gas
and increased vehicle reg-
istration fees. The admin-
istration and legislators
favoring the bill hailed
a 1% drop in the sales
tax gn food, a3 well as 3
modest reducton in the
Hall Income Tax. The truth
iz, mosat Tenneszeans wil
notses & reduction in the

tawes they pay 1o the State
of Tennezzes . Moat espe-
cially hard it will Do wor k-
ngfamilkes. Nobody fram
the govermor on down was
avar able w explan just
how everybody's taxes
weare lowered while the
state will gat 355 million
mew dollars annually, Over-
all. taxes were increasad
for most Tannesseans

It remaing duktsous that
Tennesseans will pay less

at the gazoline pump
than they do at the gro-
cary store. Of course a
plethora of apecial inter-
g3tz are singng hosannas
1 the tax increase, folks
like A&A the Tennesses
Trucking Association, the
Tennessee Road Build-
ers Association, the Ten-
nesses Municipal League,
eic. Why are they =0 tick-
led? EBecauss much of
that $355 milion spent

annually will land in ther
pockets

It goes without saying
one reason people dis-
trust politiciana and gov-
arnment is because of
tactica like those used o
hike gur gasoline taxes
Our elected officials ought
0 be bold and honest
enough to simply tell us
tha truth and not attempt
o increase taxes under
thi guise of returning more

of gur taxes to us

In the &nd, hard work-
ing folks will scimp 0 pay
higher gas taxes 10 gal 0
work while we continue
0 pay out for those who
don't the special Interests
and the waalthy need not
worry, a3 they will glmare
than thedr fair shane of the
$355 millson in new tax
revenue anmually

What's ﬂoatlng in Fountain Clty Lake?

By Mike Steely

I youn S & |t Soquand fland
floating in the waters of the Lake
at Fountan City youll probably
wordar what itis and how it @
thare. There's a siory behind it

A fow weaks ago the Sprng AP
Erwironmental Science Class atl
Central High School had hoped
o launch a fioating habitat and
found that additonal buoys ware
neaded. The habitatis an expar-
mant e ses if tha nutrient intaks
by installad plants in the lite
habitat 10 woukd halp o remove
algal growth in the lake

Last manth the fioating habi-
15t was launched sgain 10 see
if the idea works, according to
Ruth Anne Hanahan the Adopt A
‘Watershed Coordinator with the
University of Tannasses

“We'll keapthe Floating Habitat
i for &1 keast & month on a sl
paniod,” =he old The Focus

Hanahan aaid the ducks hawe
takan 1o the fioat and almady lad
eggaonit

“The intent was not exactly
Support the duck population but
there iz cartamly no way we can
dacriminate,” she sad, adding
that the plants aboard the Noat
appear 1o be atruggling but that
they may be nding oo hgh in the

L s =
Bure Johrison and Riley Cadwell, Evivironmental Science students at Central High School, give a thiribs
wp for a successful laundh of a Floatiig Habitat in the Fountain City Lake. { Photo coir tesy of Riath Anie
Hanahan)

water for the roots and that sut-
ficient rains might allow tme for
the rools © panatrate the fabnc
underneath

“We will need a dry apell D sae

if the plants do well. f not well
remove the haletat and let the
spingclass of 2008 work on "
Manahan said

The Enwirgnmental Science

Clazsiz lad by Jill Strating and Colk-
lean McWilliams, Students who
launchad the hatstal ware Barc
Johnson and Filey Cadwell

Voters
interact with
candidates at

Expo

By Ken Lay

Woars in Knosville and Knox
County votera had the chance
el dozers of candidates run-
ning in the 2017 city and 2018
county electons Thuraday night
at'tha Knoxville Expd Cantar

Fiva of tha nine city council
saats ale open this yaar due 1
Brm limits

Twa of the four candidates
seeking the Firat Detrict seat
wara prasant Thursday as Rabec-
ca Parr and Greg Fnox sppeared
Andrew 'Wilson was absent
Staphania Welch had campaign
peraonnel at the event but she
Frissae it cui 1D & PROT Commit
mant

¥nou said he was plaasad that
S0 maiy candidates for the city
and county elections tumead out
o mest volera But he wes dis-
appointad with apparant volar
apathy at laat week's mest-and-
great event

“Wa had a g@0d wingul with

i an page 2

Go Vote! Knoxville Aims to Increase Voter T'urnout

By David Klein

Fnoowille Mayor Madeling
Fpgern snnounced & new ini-
vatve Tuesday, June 27, 0
increase disloge and voier
wrnout in this year's elec-
tions called Go Vited Knox
villz, The initative will have
s @et-outthe-voie public
meastngs, ons in each of
the =ix city council dstnicts
AL these meelngs, vours
can (reract with and get o
lnow the candidates running
for the five open city coun-
il positions from Destncts 1,
234 a6

During the meetngs, the
City of Knoxville and local
busingzses will provide
pizza and svacks, and thare
will b family garmes . Rogero
will attend shong with cument

council members, and The  prowide information,
Frowville Blection Comms-
=ion will also be atthe mest  I01s on voling machines
ings © regster new wotera,  Aogero talked sbout the  ning for five councl seats

Feel the crunch.
$25 enrollment this menth.
For mome information,

call B5%-7900 or

visit TennovaFitness.com,

PTG

Knoxville Mayor Madeling Rogero announcing the Go Vote! Knoxville initiative with 2017 city council candidates at
the Public Works Service Center.

and Go Votel Knowvile initiatve
damonstrate how ocastbal  dunng har announcamant
W have 30 candidates run-
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in the August 20 pimary,”  wel
Rogaro said Today wa're
officially launching the Go
woted Knoxvile inivatve, Go

Wil Kngooville will be bnng-
ing the canddates o you "

City officials will recognze
e council dstng s that have
the largest percentags wm-
out and the largest incresss
N voter participabon com-
pared with the 2009 City
Council election. when thene
ware also fve seats up for
election, “We're chalenging
each district 10 beat their
own record of 2000 and
outeote the other datricts,”
Rogeo said. Afer the elec-
Bon is over, wa'll recognize
ins0me way the councl des-
wictthat wirned out the hgh-
31 parcantage of volers as
a8 the distict that
incragsad wmout the most
trom 2008

Lontinued on poge 4
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