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By Steve Hunley

If ke me, you have a pat
you realize that precious
creature s a part of the
family. Regular readers of
The Focus will recall the fre-
quent mantors of my litthe
Jack Ruszsell terrier, Opie
From the time | saw him, |
instantly bonded with him.

Naturally, my love for
Opie has become some-
thing | get teased about
regudarly by my family. My
son. Swephen. for whatever
reason was describing the
pecking order in our family
once, telling my wite Kim, 71
guess Dad loves you best,
then us kids..” and sud-
danly stopped and stared
over. ‘| guess Dad loves
Opie bast then you, than
us ks,

Recently, when retum-
Ing from lunch with Opia, |
noticad that he was doing
hiss best not to put weight
on his right back leg. Need-
les W aay, | was concarnad
and | pickad him up and we
wara off 1 Tazawall Pike
Animal Clinic. Opie’s regular
vats Or, Joanne Hibbs. Dr
Lori Smith and Dr. Maghan
Taise did & graat job in thair
initial examinations. Their
preliminary diagnoas was
a 1o cruciate ligamentin

Neely and Dr. Marti Drum. Not pictured are orthopedi

his right raar knas and s
wiulkd need surgary.

At that point his regular
vets recommanded that |
take Opie 10 tha UT Veteri-
nary Medical Center.

| knaw tha UT Vetari-
nary Madical Cantar was a
wondarful place from past
expariance. but | will con-
faas | was still both narvous

and worred

Opis had his knea sur-
gery and it was very suc-
cassful. | quickly estab-
lished a regular patisrn of
wisiting imes. | was astn-
ishad by two things: how
quickly he recoverad and
the cane he was receiving
Opia's incision healad vary
quickly, he was watchad

" Dr. Kyle Snowd,
carafully for any sign of
intaction and immadiate-
Iy began to go through the
dogpe aquvalantof rehab.
Thara ana quite a few staps
in gur house and | wantsd
10 ba cartain Opie would
hava no difficulty going
anywhere in his house ha
waniad o g

The staff at the UT

Hardy Johnson ‘keeps

By Steve Williams

Hardly Johrson, longtime
shoe cobbler in Fountain
City, only atopped working
for shorl pariods of tme
on hiz 88th birthday |ast
Wedneaday

His 30n Jim, who manag-
&3 Custom Shoe Rebuild-
ers at 5503 MNorth Broad-
way 5t, would narmally
hawe bean working too, but
he had 1o take his mother-
in-law o the doctor. Earli-
&r Jim al20 had been gone
0 Michigan a few days to
represent the family at
the funeral of his fathers
boothwer-n-law

Tha shos repair orders
hracd b hed up,

Hardy Johnson kept
Eoing.

Alotof folks ane &5 years
old, but not many sl work
aix days & week like Hardy

. or on thesr birthday.

Johnaon's day was bright-
enad early that afternoon
whan next-door neighbors

going’ on 89th birthday
|

FHHATEHBY STEVE WILLIAMS

Handy fohnson’s $9th birthaday wasnt all work. He recetved cards, cupakes and a fitthng cap,

‘He's the most excel-
lant human baing I've aver
encountzred in my 60
yaars,” said Yicke Herson.

from Hemson's Auomotive  “He's real. Ha's the same
and Algnment broughtover every day. He's just g0t a
a half-dezenchocolate cup-  amile en his face all the
cakes with chocolate icing tima. It makes you feal
and @ senior coffes. good © be around him.®
Ohhh. Ahhh.
Spa gift certificates.
Call 1o book your
massage taday.
For more informatien, call B59-7900
o visit TenmovaFitness.com,

Hardy is the third in his
famity's four genaratons of
shoe cobbéers. His grandfa-
ther, William Carson, was
the first.

“Hiz shop was on what
usad 1 ba 2nd Avenua,”
said Johnson, who baliaves
2nd Avenue i3 named

Qcala Drive now. “People
in the naighbarhood woulkd
bring shoes by during the
day, and grandpaw would
fix tham at night.”

Hardy saed his dad, Hardy
Johrson Se. didn't have a
shop, and worked with
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Vatarinary Madical Canter
is vary investad in thair
animal patients. Over the
next six weaks, it bacame
abmsolutaly obvious that
evaryone there truly cares
about aach and every ona
of tha animals in their safe-
hesping

Opie's staff cuddled
with him and gave him

constant attention, the
doctors checked him reg-
ularly and the ataffera
supervizing hia rehab han-
e him both expartly and
genily. Each time | vizied
Opie, |waa given a detailed
progress report Itwas not
menely medicing, but med-
icine adminstered with a
big dollop of affecton and
understanding

In all candor, Opie could
not have received batter
care and treatment any-
where, The folks at the UT
eterinary Medical Cantar
reat their patents just &
W would IT we only had the
necessary skills

've been 30 iImpressed
Tve Wk my wite Kam thatif
| have o g0 10 the hospital,
I'want 1o b taken 1o the UT
Vatarinary Medical Center

Pictured at the UT Veterinary Medical Center are (Frout row, keft to right): Dr. Diane Hendrix, Carol Tuf, Lauren i o, net neads some very
Webb (with Opic), Dawn Hickey, Jamie Stuffle, (back row) Tonya Foster, Dr. Hannah McLean, Ashley Colantond, Jordan  ocqc o waatmant, | would
and Dr. Whitney DeGroot,

8l you without hesitation
tw try the UT “eterinary
Maddic al Cantar.

‘fou may wall think ths
column iz an advertorial,
and parhapsitis, butlcan
aasUme yOu, its notfor pay-
ment. ft's cutof repayment
and pure old-fashioned
Eratituda

Opie and | and our entire
family thank you UT Vetari-
nary Madical Cantarl

Council to consider
short-term rental
ordinance

By Mike Steely
stwelymsknaxfocus.com

Tha ordinance 10 reg.-
Iate signa in the city was
debated passionaiely for
yaars bafore a final var-
mign was adopied, An
ordinance to regulate
short-term rentals may
face the same drawn-out
struggle

The growing popularity
of Airbnb and other cor-
porate and private rent
als of homes and rooms
nationwide is perplexng
the Metropolitan Plan-
ning Commission and
the Knoooville City Couns
cll. On Tuesday evening
the council may actually
cormicer a first readingof
the ordinancs.

The MPC passed their
N0 recommendation”
along 1o the council on
a split vote, 8-4. Some
homecwners and naigh-
borhood associations
object o including R-1,
R<la, and Rl-E neighbor-
hoods, thoses areas with
finer homes, in the ordi-
nance 1 allow short-tarm
rantals.

More than 300 short:

OVER 40 QUALITY

t'em rentsl homes open
their doors 10 temporary
Visilnrs, espacially during
major festivala, UT home
football games and holi-
days. Soma of the uppar.
acale homegowners and
neighborhood associa-
Bons wanthomes in thair
zones excluded from per-
metting rentals. It is est-
mated that more than
£,000 people have taken
advantage of the brief
rentals in the city.

From the city's per-
apective, the short-erm
rentals have been opsar-
ating lllegally since there
has been no ordinance
0 permit them and no
way 10 regulate them o
ansure public salety or
collect taxes on the rent-
als a3 a business

The proposal would
permit but regulate short-
term rentals in all zoning
districts but limit o
owner pccupled residenc-
s in resdantally 2oned
areas. The proposad ordi-
nance would establish
two types of rantals: Typs
One in residential areas
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