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Remembering Jake Butcher

By Ray Hill
rayhillBES sgmail.com

For those wanting an
opportunity o bask n the
medight, itwould bewell 1o
ramambear the gare burrs
far more frequently than it
shines, That thought wea
rekindled yet again in my
mind with the passzing of
Jake Butcher. Media scross
Tennessee have racount-
ad Buicher's public carser,
his Tme a8 twice candid ate

for governce, az well a3 a
bankes

kly own expanance with
Iake Butcher came not with
campaigns, finance or pol-
itics. Jake and | became
Tnends due to my column
in the Knoxville Focus
The first ume | recaived an
emal lauding a parucular
column signed Jake Bueh-
ar’, | thoughtsomeons was
playing a practical joke
That first email was polits,

but shghtly reserved aa if
the writer was not enfire-
¥ sure of precsaly what
agrt of responss he might
receive. | rephed in kind
and soon anough another
arrved from Jake, Emails
ed t0 converaations and
Jake and | had planned
10 hawve lunch when he
was in Knoueville next but
someathing came upon his
part and we promised to
reschedule. We kept up

our emaila and conversa-
tonz and | was startled at
e datails Jake noticed in
a particular columm, nor
was hiz interest confined
1 Tennesses, he had a
senpus intarest in pegple,
places and hisiory
Reflacting upon hes pass-
ing, | have yet to 388 any
remingders just how very
closa ha came W winning
the Democratc gubema-
torial nominaton in 1974

Civil rights leaders
honored by overpass signs

By Pete Gawda

Thres Knoevillkechampions
of the civil nghts movement
wara honored Saturday by
having imarstats ovarpasses
nanmed for them: Hanold Mid-
disbrook, Theots Robrson
and Diane Jordan wers hon-
ored at the official overpass
naming cersmany hald at
the Back Culural Bxchangs
Centar by mambers of the
Tenneasss Black Caucus of
Stats Lagislators

Rew Riness Vssiar, inher
welsoming remarks, ssidshs
waz grateful for history beirg
urmveiked that day. She Sad
that knawille has acores of
the beat peopls who do the
bastthings. You ame ahways
welcome &t the Back,” she
told the ampund 75 guesta
uching elected officials,
Tennesass Democratic Party
ptficials and candidates for
City Souncil

State Repressntatve Rick
Staples intrpduced each
honome. He said that Diane
Jordan served on the Knox
Counity Commigaign from

IO BY PREE GAWTSL

Civil rights leader Harold Middlebrook, right, was honored Saturday by having o
interstate underpass named for him. On the left is State Representative Rick Staples who
introduced the honorees af the naming ceremony.

1984 to 2007 and wes the
st tamiaks Afnc an A
can o sane in that poseton
Staples thatngted that when
ha decidad 1 run or office
Jordan asked bam if he had
eversarved Ba She old him
thalan alecied officiad has ©
sarve and work their way D
the front

lordan said she was never
arvoLES DU that thes was a
mervoUsoCcasion. Shenoted
that she successfully ran in
four alecions and thanked
the people for Knouvike for
that. "Wy phone rang off the
ook and | anjoyed iL” she
zaid of her tme inoffce

Her sign i3 lpcated at

the F275 overpaza on Hill
Ao

Staples sad Middisbmok
“Iz" a civil nghts activaf
maaning that the retirad
peator 13 atll actve in the
stugge He aad Middie-
brook did mone 1 1each him
persona responsiibiy than

—Lontinued on page 4

There were a plethora of
asrious Democratic candi-
dates thatyear, all vyingor
the nomination. Ray Blan-
fon, a former congreaaman
whi had bean the nomines
for the Ul 5 Senate against
Howard Baker in 1972 was
runnimg as was Hudley
Crockett, a former news-
man and one-time press
secrelary W Governor
Buford Ellington, who had
run Senator Albert Gore &

close race for renoming-
#on in 1970, Former con-
gressman and U 3. sena-
tor Roes Baxes was making
aquiptc bid for the guber-
natorial nomination, as was
Stan Snodgrass, who had
lost o John Jay Hooker in
1870, Tom Wiseman, a
former state legslator and
Tennessee's 5tate Tres-
surer, was a candidate
along with several otihers

—font. on poge 3

Lonsdale youth
center, paintball,
and sports tourism

By Mike Steely
steslyme knaxfecus. om

The Emerald Youth Canter's hopes to build a §8
million facility in Lonsdals came one stap closar o
a raality recantly whan the Knox County COmmis-
sion agread to gve the City a portion of the Sam

E. Hill School Proparty.

Tha commission vaied unanimously to pess a
Ny recommendation” of the @ift, ibcated at 1726
Delawara Avanue, on 10 Oday's egular mesting
with some stipulations. Tha donated ampty lot
trom thee Eoard of Education, coupled with the
city's promise of § 1 millicn, means plans for the
community center can move ahead

“Thank you 10or all you o0, COMITSSI0n

Anders ©id Stave Diggs. who briefly addressad
the commiasion's work session. Fnowvilles Pulblic
‘Works Dirgctor David Brace said, “This is a com

munity with real nesds for youth®

Lonadale

n spaaking of

"OUF Initiative iS 10 bing about ranstormation of
youth andit's uniike any project e bean involved
with,” Digga told the commissionars

Chairman Dave Wright sad the resolution allows
the law depariment 0 back qut of the agreement
until the contract is ssgned and explained that the
proparty would not be transferred untl both the
city and county mayor sign it

The frarafer of land has a 15 yeasr life for uze
and, if the project isn't completed or changes
hands, the city will pay the county a percentof the

Conti d on page 3

Pleasant Ridge mural gives a glimpse of the past

By Pete Gawda

Fleasant Aidge Elementa
ry School has 3 unigus window
1o the past thanks 10 artst Gale
Hirton. Sha recently coverad the
waltz of the school's hallway with
murals, The most striking and
probabdy the most parsonal is
dedicated 1© the Nickle family

While the Knoxville natwe did
niet g0 o schodl at Pleasant Ridgs,
a3 a child she went © church with
tha Mickle family at Virginia Avanue
Methodist Church and played with
all of whom
attandad Plaasant Ridgs. The strik-

the Mickle chaldren

present house, It also depicts |
the house of hes grandfather Wil
liam Harrizon Mickle, which once
5ip0d on Sullivan Road, In addi
tigr the mural pecures the: famous
airplane service station turned
barber shop on Clindon Highway |
Q1 the five siblings in Nickla's
four are sl iving. includ-
ing his 96-year-old sistwr, who
once lived m ahousa builton the
site of their grandfather's house
The mural also shows the Mok
le's pond and barm and the ree
inwhich the children played
Hinton pointed out harsalf in the

fam

ing mural contains the boyhood

heme of Lous Mickle, 7. and his
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Artist Gale
Hirton, who
[parinited the
mural in the
background,
atands beside
Louis Nickle, 87,
a life-long friend
whose boyhood
aneed present homes
are pictured in the
murral. The mural

| Elementary
School. Photo by
Pete Gawda,



