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Mayor Burchett announces Congress run

By Mike Staely
steelymerknofocui.com

Fingx County Mayor Tim
Burchett has been waiting
in the wings of the politca
theatre for Congresaman
John Duncan Jr 10 decide
if ha will saek re-alec-
tion. The long-term con-
gresaman. who followed
his father into that office,
annpunced |laat wesk that
hig will not run again

Mayor Tim Burchett, whao
has wased the presa and
pube that he was @ing o
run for either the L. 5. Con-
gress or the U 5. Senate,
has bean ready 10r S0me
time o announce his can-
didacy for Congress. He
made the announcement
Saturday mamng at valun-
tear Market #3 on Wesierm
AvEIL

“It's ime somabody put
Amancans and Tennesss.
ans first. Thayre sure not
dioing thatin Washington,”
Burchalt weld the |arge
crowd made up by alact-
ad officiala, veterana, and
cilizans

“IEs time we bring our
men and woman home
from the Middie East” he

said, The canddate went
on o talk about energy
ndepandence, frae
market solutons 1o health
care, and 3aid it's tme to
ai0p paying our enemies
and sometimes friends for
Hhear gi

The county mayor
reminded the crowd that
he has served without &
tax increase and talked
about medic al and mantal
health needs of military
veBrang

Too much government
= the problem. folks, and
mMore EoVernment is not
the zolution,” he said

"Qur founders created
the United States House of
Representatives in Artcle
1ol the SULILION. The
house was created befone
the Sanats. ltwas created
o reprasant the people,
the Tarmars, the laborers,
thesmall business owners
- paopie we o all us collar
workars. Paopla who in
2017 go to work every day
with thair namas on thair
shirts,” Burchatt told the
SUpPOans

PROTED Y MIKE STERLY

Knox County Mayor Tim Burchett fist bumps o supporter following his announcement Saturday that he's ruming for

_Continued an page 3 LS. Congress. A couple hundred supporters turn out for the event at Vol Market & 2on Western Avenue.

Why are sidewalks so

important to neighborhoods?

By Mike Steely
strelymirk

The WMetropolitan

Flan-

ning COmMmISson & u@ng
both the city of Knooville and
Frox County 10 require side-
walks in any néw SuUbdavision
dewvelopment. Some develop-
era are including sidewalks in
the plans they prasant. The
emphazia on “Walkablity™ in
the city i3 growing and kayor
Madeling Rogero included
nearly $3mdlion in her budget
in addition to the funds left
aver from last year for ather
sidewalks

Monday Mayor Rogero cut
tha ribbon on the extansion of
the $382 000 sdewalk alpng
Young High Pike cof
that neighborhood w
man Highway She announced
five other mapor sedewalk prog
acts that should begn within
the month

The projects planned for
thiz fiscal year include Gles-
300 Drive batween Downiown
‘Warsl Boulevard and Bearden
High School; Palmeto Rosd
batwesn Westermn Avenue
and Londan Drive. Butfat Mill
nad betwesn Whittle Springs
and Bridalwood Drive;, Afan-
tic svanus batwean Pershing
Street and North Broadway
and Witson Avanus batwaan
South Chestnut Strest and
South Harrison Sveet

Get your party
started here.

Call toda
your child's next birthday party

For more information,
call 859-7900 or
wisit TernovaFitness.com.

Mayor Madeline Rogero (center) is joined by city staff and South Knoxville residents in cutting
the ribbon aficially opening the extension of the Young High Pike sidewalk, connmecting the neigh-

borhood to Chapman Highway.

Other projects, such o= the
Cedar Lane ssdewalk that wall
connect Pratt Road 1o Swrchi
Road along the =outh side of
he busy conrnecior street, ane
planned. Authorized in 2014,
the preject should be eccept
ing bids thes summer Tor the
2 100 oot langth. It replaces
a foot path that local meigh-
bors use w reach the busi-
resses along Cedar Lans and
Merchanta Drive

Garald Grean, Exacutive
Director of the Matropoli-
tan Planning Commission,

confirmed for The Focus that
the MPC “may recommend and
s COMIMESSION May reuire”
sidewalks insome new subd-
VoS in Knos County. Green
said the recommandaton is
bazed on whers the subdi-
vimon s baing planned, and
taka info account whathar or
not it @ in an area of “pamen-
tal resporsitality” and pedes-
trian resds

Rogere called the Young
High Pika sidewalk axtansion
an Timportant link” for the
community and said sidewal ks

“anhance livability.”

"People can lgave Thecar al
hazma aind shop and sidewalks
improve retail in the salke of
homes,” she said
Hagarman, DNrecior
of Engineering, spoke bret-
Iy abouwt some of the difficul-
s in buildng the sidewalk,
such as having 1o build 3 new
dranage system thera and
the challangss of the slopes
im the: neighiborhood

Dawn Destler, director of

iy

to schedule
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School Board
delays action
on revising
discipline policy

By Pete Gawda

Afer montha of discussion on the topc
of revising the board policy on misbehavior
and dmciplinary actions, the Knoo County
Eoard of Education, at thesr Mondsay eve-
Ning work Sesson, decided 10 dalay any
action at this time

A3 a result of lengthy decussion, the
board recognized that it would not be
poazible for the proposed policy changs
to @0 intp efiect before achool starts on
August 7. Therefore they decidad o delay
t= implementation until the beginming of
the follpwing achool year Thatwould gve
school officials ample time O consider
proposed revisions and present them 1o
the board for apprgval well in advance of
the baginning of the nextschool year

AL previpus meetings, when considenng
this policy nge, the board had locked
atdefining di ffarent levals of misbehavior
and desc iplinary procedures and dacipln-
ors for each level of misbehavior
based community organization,
Justicebnox, has expressed muc h nisrest
n this issue During the public commant
time, Ron Webster, a spokasman for that
group said hes organization had no com:
mant at that e but woukd issus a writ
ten comment

Mike Mchllan commenied on e policy
changs he promotad on Cods of Bahavior
and Dizcipling which has wording forbid-
ding any type of descrimination based on
race, craad, colorn, national ongn. rligion
or sex.” If 8 school system employes =
found guilty of such action, the proposed
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