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Sawyer Dyer awaits the start of his homecoming parade with his family and Knox County Sheriff's deputies.

Faith, family and community
converge to celebrate a miracle

By Richie Beeler

lohnny  Sawyer Dyer just
wanted 10 gohome. But sven the
imagination of a saven-year-old
could not have anvisonad what
waa waibing for him whan he gbt
there  Last Tuesday night when
Sawyar and his Tamily ratirned
in the Gibba community after a
three-month hospital stay, they
wera grealad by hundreds of sup-
portersciad in grange - and even
acouple of superherpes - o wel-
come him home, in full remession

from leukemia

Smibng taces lindd Doth Sides
of Tazewsll Pike all the way
from Fairview Rosd to Harbi-
50M"s Crossroads - a distance
of nearly half a mile. Sawyer, hia
sizter Maddie, and parenta Ron
and Misty mda in a comartibla
as grandparents and otfver famly
and friends ipligwed in & pickup
truck driven by Tony Crawiord,
worship pastor &t Fainiew Bap-
trat Church where the Dyers are
members, Iwas Crawford's wife

Backy wiho came upwith the ides
and plan 1or the homacoming cal
ebration

“The inapiration for the parade
cama tiom Sawyer himsall” she
zsid. “His faith and that of his
famely has not only touched the
haarts of our church family at
Fairview, but alsg of Gibbs Ele-
mentary School, other churches
n tha community, and has even
reached as far a8 social media
has takenit”

Crawford said Sawyer's story

has gone wall beyond the borders
of the Gibbs community, and is
sven ouching people throughout
tha U 5 Butin the end, she 3aid,
itwas home that maant tha most
o Sawyer and hia family

“The reason wechose o invite
the Gibbs commiunity 0 Tazewall
Fike to welcome him home ia
bacause they've bean a part of
his journey fram the begnning
‘Whether they've bought tshiris,
gave bipod, shaved thesr head

[ d on page 2

Variance granted for incorrectly placed home

By Mike Steely
steelym knoxfocus.com

Tha ladly seamed otally unfa
miliar with the process of the
¥nos County Board of Zoning
and Appaals but whan she faced
the nine members Wedneaday
she direcily addressed them
and feught for har requaest

Mary Kathering Johnson is
a school teacher and har hus-
band works construction. She
came before the BZA w0 requast
a variance on the satback of
her mobile home from 40 w
32 37 feet The home sits atop

a hill en a flat piece of proper-
1y al 3227 Roberts Road, just
north of Millertown Road and
east of Rutledge Pike

The Johnsons had their mobile
e Pl aced on the propesrty by
Clayton Mobile Homes and ahe
said that the company was sup-
posed 10 be at the BZA hearing
but was not

“Qur home was set up by
Clayton and they didn't gat it
cormect.” she said

Chairman Marcus Chady
raplied that the BIA had a
‘couple dozen” incidents
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before them about Clayton
and the incorrect placement of
homes. He asked har if the lot
and topography would permit
correct placement 10 give a
A0-footset back. She answared
“He* and explained that thers
s a high slope of ground behind
the mabile home and drainags
there

Vice Chairman Favin Murphy
told Mrs_ Johnson thatshe had
& right 0 postpone & decision
until a Clayton raprasantative
would appsar
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nated that there iz a 100-foot
rize behind the home added
I don't know how many more
times we can forgive Clayton
Homes "™

“Your home s probably sit-
ting in the only place it could
have bean set” he added

Mrs_ Johnsan said the family
haa hired an attorney and
said. “We'll make sure this
will motl happan again W othar
paople

Chady said tha placemant of
the home and the fact that the
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AMR-Rural/
Metro service
questions
continue

Mike Steel
:’M A

The early renewsl propoas
for ambulance service in Kngx
County saw lots of discussion
and queatora during the Knox
County COMMISSION's work ses-
sion last week and the issue
may come 0 a haad pday
during the regular meetng

The Knox County Health
Department (s asking 1 renew
@ Tiv-pear agreamentwith the
ambulance sarvice although
the curment agreement doesn't
Epirg LNl Sepismer of next
year

The dscussion last week
o Tl ST GOS0 BT
bers againat each other and
AW Vanous representatves
of AMR-Rural/Matro respond-
ing t0 questiona about billing,
sBIVicE, rasponse time and
company ownarship brought
up, initially, by Commizaioner
Charles Buslar Commission-
ars Evalyn Gill, Carson Dailay
and Michelle Carringer also
had soma pointed comments
about the mattar

Commissionar Busler sad
that he wants o know mare
about KKR, tha possitis new
owners of the parent compa-
my AMR, how 911 calls are
distributed, and why an EM3
Cost Revsew Board hisn tDeen
named o oversse the agree-
ment AMR-Rural/Meta pro-
widies ambulance Serice in
¥nowx County and the parant
company also provides fire
TeSO0SE

Busler made & motion o
re-bid the contract instead
of approving the ranawal
Commiézsioner Brad Anders
rezponded with a ‘point of
ordar” and moved 10 appove
fthe proposed agreemant. Com-
mizigner John Schoonmaker
charged that Buslers ques-
Bons “got shui down” and then
Anders said he would pull he
motion 80 discussion could
confinue

Busler then called for a 60
or 80-day delay on a decmion
and repe ated that an Oversee-
ing board, inciuckng one come
missionar, has never bean
named

Fnoowille Health Degariment
Director Dr. Martha Buchan-
an i the work session that
the review board was not an
active body and wouldn't be
convened unless a Tee hike by
AMRA-Rural/Matr is recuest:

Chris Blach of AMR-Rural/
Matre joinad Or. Buchanan
at the podium and reminded
the board that no fea hike has
bean requastad

Eusler then asked why a fire
truck is sant 1 a caller who is
anly asking for transportation
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