Sawyer Dyer awaits the start of his homecoming parade with his family and Knox County Sheriff's deputies.

Faith, family and community
converge to celebrate a miracle

By Richie Beeler

lohnny Sawyer Dyer just
wanted 1o go home. Buteven the
imagination of a seven-year-old
could not have envisionad what
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from leukemia

Smiling faces lined both sides
of Tazewell Pike all the way
from Fairview Road to Harbi-
son's Crossroads - a distance
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Becky who came upwith the idea
and plan for the homecoming cel-
ebration

“The inapiration for the parade
came from Sawyer himsz!f” she
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has gone well beyond the borders
of the Gibbs community, and is
even ouching people throughout
the U.5. Butin the end, she said,
itwas home that msant the most
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pitted s0me cOmmISSon mem-
bers against each other and
Iaw various representatives
of AMR-Rural/Metro respond-
ing t0 questions about Lilling,
service, response time and
company ownership brought
up, initially, by Commissioner
Charles Busler. Commission-
ers Evelyn Gill, Carson Dailey
and Michelle Carringer also
had some pointed comments
about the matter.

Commissioner Busler said
that he wants 10 know more
about KKR, the possible new
ownears of the parent compa-
ny AMR, how 911 calls are
distributed, and why an EMS
Cost Review Board hasn't been
named 10 oversee the agres-
ment. AMR-Rural/Metro pro-
vides ambulance service in
¥nox County and the parant
company also provides fire
response.

Busler made a motion 1o
re-bid the contract instead
of approving the renswal
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