Now offering online
aucfion services

Eocin

www.knoxfocus.com

RTINS MMLARLY -7 S YEAR

9966 | PO Bax 18377, Knoxville, TN 3792

-

| Located at 4109 Central Avenue P

Fountain City A

far d T B

fountaindtyaucti

uction

Hi Heeds

(865)604-3468

on.com

Take One!

Movember 13, 2017

Kids'Coupon Book Money to be Spent on Lavish Banquet?

By Focus Staff

Waka Mchillan, East Knox
County’s member of the
board of education, found
an odd item on the last
meatng agenda. Making
a few inquines, Mchiillan
discovered the school
syatem proposed D apend
$15,0000n a banquet o be
held at the Fnouville Con-
venton Canter. The funding
source appalled MoMillan,
itwas 1o ba drawn from the
achogl aysiam’s share of
coupon book sales

Just about everybody in
Knox County has seen small
children wudging along

atreets © sell the books
or have been accosted by
frienda and neighbors ssll-
ing coupon booksa for their
kids. Two dollars of every
coupon book comes back
10 the achool =yatem o do
with as they pleasa. Super-
intendent Bob Thomas evi-
denily determenad §15 000
of that money will go ©
aponeor & banquet honor-
Ing teachers of the year a1
evary school in the county.
During the last workshop
session of the board of
educaton, hchillan sharp-
Iy questioned Clifford
Drawrs, thve chief of staff for

Superintendent Thomas
They school Sysiem Seems
10 be the onlyentity in town
that has both a chief of
stalt and a cheel operating
officer, an nngvation cre-
ated by the former supenn-
tendent, Jim Mcntyre
Under questioning from
ehillan, Davis admitted
in the past the banquet
'was sponsored by a corpo-
ration, Mohdillan wondered
why that was not the case
any longer Daviz replied
that the achool system
had been notified the cor-
porate sponsor decid-
&0 not 10 partcipae this

year McMillan then asked
how long Davis had known
a new 3ponsor had been
needed, to which Davis
responded he couldn't
remember. kchillan asked
if it had been longer than
30 days? Davis respond-
ed it had likely bean longer
than thirty days, but still,
his memory failed him
Unabie © hide hie damay,
Mc Millan dengunced the
notion of spending coupon
money for a banquet, even
If the dinner was & honor
teachers. McMillan, who
spent his entire adultlite as
an educator, sad while he

cartainly had no objection
w honorng teachers, he
thought it sent the wrong
message to the public
0 expend money rased
though the sale of coupon
books for a banquet
“Mobody appreciates the
Jjobdone by good teachera
more than | de” McMillan
said, butwhile this seems
like a amall amgunt of
money. and considering
the amount spant by the
achool system annually, it school offici
iz Yet | think it sends the more 3 gEress
Wrong message 10 parents  a new corpor
and the public * immediately
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Abowt 23 members of the Capt. Bill Robinson Chaprer 1078 Vietam Veterans OF America walked down Gay Street Friday to
celebrates the service of U.S. military veterans in the city’s annual Veterans Day Parade.

Short-term rental regulations passes first vote

By Mike Stealy

Two major changes for Knoaowlle
passed on first reading Tuesday as the
Froxville City Council debated regulat
Ingshort-term rentals and expanding the
Heatome Overlay in the Parkndge Neigh-
borhood. The subjectssaw some heated
remarks from both sades as some coundil
members and ciiens spoke out

Theshort-term rental (STR)debae cen-
tered on whether 1o accept he proposal
oftersd by the planning commission or
o make the nies more restnictve with
amandments from Vice Mayor Duane
Grigve. He sugsesiad five amandmants
w0 the proposal exclude R-1 and R-1E
restricied neighborhoods from having
shart-erm rantals, |U'\IBI'|I\E1IE marnimum
“tranzients” in & home 1 & instead of
12 recuere the homaownar 1o remain on
e during occupancy, limiting off straat
parking, recuinng a TR owner © notfy
naighibbors and post asign

All five amandments, one afiar one,
were woied down in 7-2vows with Gneve

E r Give thanks

o for your health.

and Councilman Nick Della Violpe voing
far thea changes

Ag itnow stands STRs would be allowed
n all residental neighborhoods

Mayor Madeline Rogero read a state-
ment before the decussion saying that
the proposal ‘may not make everyone
happy.” She wenton 10 say she “fully sup-
ports” the izsue and noted only a few
complaints have been lodged against
thiat type of wmporary rental, noting that
those complaints were about 2oning vio-
ations

She also said the proposl will maks it
easy 1o change or alter the ndes

Propomants Ok the council that STRS
fill am income gap and the proposed ules
were very ganerous 10 both sides. Oppo-
rients sakd the rules wers a viclation of
ZONiNg POes 8N UNNECcesSary risk and set
a dangarous precedent

Anothar STR owner asked tham o
nclude Non-owner ocupied rentals as
an amandmant. Grieve said that passing
the ordinance 1 a “slippery siops .

Counciiman George Wallace asked the

Law Department if the STR rules weane
part of the city’s zoning and Attorney
Christa Cuccaro Said th City's power
doea not inwolve zoning and were part
ofits ‘police powars ™ Sha and Planning
Commission Director Gerald Grean toid
the courcil that shortiarm rentals were
arightofa homeowner, just a3 longEm
rantals are

Gnevesad the policy was Totenforce-
abie™ and Della Volpe asked, “What are
wa doing hera™”

You miake it more chifhicult to be a cobe-
sive nesghborhood,” Della Volpe said

‘When Councilman Nick Pavlis suggest:
&0 @IWING current non-owner gocupied
STRS a few MoNths OF 3 year 1 msoive
their properties Dells Volpe said, Thats
crazyl”

Dealing with current non-0wier occu-
pied 5TRz may be back as an amend-
ment in the final vots in two wesks

The current propdsal passed with only
Griewe and Della Volpe opposing it
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Knoxville Election
Historic
Women'’s
Victory

Mike
LI

Whiwouid have precheted 5 year agn that
the new Knowille City Council woulkd see
Tour women, two being minonties, elected?
Tussday's Genaral Hection sst a mcord in
the otal number of people castng ballos
during an offyear slection

Currently the only woman on the coun-
cil s Brenda Palmar and the only Afrcarn
Amarican & Danmel Brown, who sened a3
mayor bresdly batwean Bill Hastans akscuon
a5 governdr and Madaling Roger's alection
B Mo

Counting thome who voted Tusadsy and
in absenies and early vwoies, 11 735 people
woied in a race the Election Commsson was
hoping © get at least 10000 ballots cast
Tuesday's election permitied regetered
Knowville woters in gl districts 10 chooss
councd mambers from five disticts

Wirile some hought Tat Amelia Parkers
Wi campalEn mighlupset he moman-
tum bsasing built by Lawren Ricer it did not
Parkar @t 2 01 5 writé-in viles DUt Riders
District dcampaign pulled n 5§ 288wies o
Harry Tindel's 3 405

Gwen hckenze pulled 5T% of the wite
10 Jenniter Montgomery's 43% The &h
District batte betwean McHenze, an Afri-
can-Amencan activist and professional,
and Montgomery, a realtor and preaident
of the Parkridgs Neighborhood Associstion,
Caim 10 an and with Mayor Madeling Rogso
andorsing Me Hande just days balore e
alechion

Stephani Welch, in South Fnowville's 1st
Diatrict, recemed the higheat percentags of
any candidate, puling in 73% of the wie,
or T.387 wies Rebecca Par got 2686
wotes in her chalenge. Welch had besn
endarsadearlyon by out-going Councilman
Mick Paviiz

Seama Singh Parez surprised many by
defeating Jamea Edward Corcoran in the
3rd Distnict Shi receivid 6,105 vouws 1
Comorans 4 470

In e 2 District Andrew Roberto, who
resigned from the Elec tion Commission 0
seck thaofiice, defesisd Wayne Chnsiensen
with almost 60%of the vote. Roberto pulled
6141 voters © Chrstenaan's 4 280

Call today about PHARMACY

fehrinnd 1 . ; FOUNTAIN CITY  GHARMER!

enrollment specials. PECA, Compounding Specialist IR 25BA on luge triangle
e aorner bat, partially fenced. Kitchen

For more information, call 859-7000

< . g1
o visit TennavaFitness com. nclusting Veterinary Compoundting  “4 1 ]

Gffering viramin, herbs, homeeparhic rpplemmrs
5034 N. Broadway, Sulte 220
688-7025
Azrnas om Mynait's Funarl Home in Faanten Gy

wiaccess 1o side patio great for
entertaining. MBR with hali bath.
Nige Rex Room down with BR/office
& BA. Large storage/workshop bldg.

Established  neighborhood
schioals. 817959040

near




