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New system funded by city to aid homeless

By Mike Steely
steelym @knoxfocus.com
Almost unnotoed in the Knox
wille City Council agenda recent-
ly was & resgluton that may
play a big partin coordinat:
ing vanous programa o help
the homelesa in Knoxvile
An agreamant with the Uns-
veraity of Tennessee's College
of Social Work, requested by
tha Departmant of Commu-
nity Develppment, will creats
a Coordinated Entry Systam
for use by the city and various

agencies and organizations to
saarch out shelter and hous-
ing programs for individuals and
families . The vote paased unan-
imously without deacussion

The College of Social 'Work
at UT currently administers
a progect that operates an
inarmat-basad multi-agency
database The mew CES pro-
gram will enharce that sup-
port for the city office. The city
agreed © fund $80, 450 which
will mostly go toward staffing
two new positions at UT that

will crests snd faciltate the
CES digital referral process

Bib Dunthorn, coordinaioe
of Knauwille's Office of Home-
leasneas, 3ad the program
will provicle oversight for those
who deal with the izzue

“Thiz iz the next level " he
said. He added the Coordinat:
ed Entry System will provide
adatabass of avallable ser-
vices and keep rrack of the
homeless and their needs
The new syatem would stan-
dardize the intake and refarral

procedurs, ook at primary
neads, find vulnersbility and
locate housing whan available
The univeraity will work
with the City's Homelessness
Office 10 sel mevics, review
data 0 help the city in moni-
orng partner agencies and
help implement the program.
UT will develop and main-
tain the software which will
listby name the individuats
for housing and sarvice pri-
orities and list mult-agency
housing and service cases

UT will alzo repressnt the CES
through regular attendance and
pariicipation with the Mayor's
Roundtable on Homelesansas
a3 well 33 the Fnowville-Fnox
County Homaless Coalition

Firgocville'a Community Devel-
opment Dashboard on the inter-
nat shows 2877 known homea-
le=a in the 3rd quarter of thiz
year, up from 2 436 in the 2nd
quarter. Thera ware 534 naw
homelesa in the 3rd quarter

The most common cause
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The Catholic Fighting Irish enjoy the moment after capturing the TSSAA Class 5A state football championship with
a 45-28 win over Beech Thirsday wight at Tennessee Tech in Cookeville. The story amd more pholes in Sports &

Recreation, Section C.

Overcrowding at Lonsdale
discussed at school board meeting

John Beckett
gave a langthy
review of the
Every slent
Succeads Act
(ESSA) Account:
ability for Dis
tricts and Schools
Framawork at
the Knex County
Board of Education meet-
inglast Monday. This is the
N Bcucaton law

The Every Student Suc-
ceeds Acl was signed
by Prasidant Obama on
December 10, 2015, This
bipartisan measure reau-
thorizes the 50-yaar-old
ementary and Secondary
Education Act (ESEA) the
nation's national aduca-
tion law and longstanding

Koo -
By Annie Primm

commitmeant o
equal oppartu-
ity for all stu-
dents

Tha mnaw |aw
builds on  key
areas of progress
in recent years
made possible
by the afiorts of
sducators, communites,
parents, and stdents
SCnoss the country

One point of contan-
tion that board members
broughtup was the require-
ment that 95% of all stu-
dants, in all subjects, in
all subgroups, (like Engish
a3 a Second Language)
be tested Representative
Ambar Rourtres obsarved
that Knox County has a

particular problem with
whatiscalled the “Chron-
cally Dut-of-3chogl " These
are the students that
for one reason or anoth-
er do not attend . Should
a school recenve a falling
grade simply because stu-
aents ane ruant? Does this
ridicats the quality of the
achool curriculum or the
e achers?

Represantative Lynne
Fugats asked Mr. Backstt
f this evaluaton ol will
make Knax County Schools
ook bed and he responded
that he thinks we will come
out okay. The cavaat baing
thatnow High Schoots will
also raceive a grade along
with the slamantary and
mididle schools

Kinley Foon! the stu-
dant representative from
‘West High School, inquired
about how TCAF scores for
Special Stedents and non-
werbal students atiect per
formance evaluations
Backett answered that
hose scores are chid
ed in the calculations

Julie Thompson, the
execulive direcior of el
mantary aducaton, spoke
next about the Lonadake
Elementary 3¢chool/Sam
E. Hill Family Community
Cantar

Thompson stated that
Lonsdale Elemantary
School is currently over-
crowded as it sarves 407
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y & Quality personal
training sessions.
Oin sale this month only

For more information,
call BSS-7900 or
visht TennovaFitiess.oom.
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MPC membership
questioned by
County Commission

By Mike Steely
5

teelym, us.com

Resanimant over policias of the Matropali-
tam Flanning Commizsion seams © be grow-
ing among soma Krnox County residants
The datate ovar recguinng Scewalks in soms
new county subdivisions sparked ques-
Tots about the power of tha comimission
Commissionar Brad Andars, who has
announced he may seek the office of Knox County
mayor, asked pointsdly in a meaatng recant
Iy, Do wa naad tha planning commission
The real question is whather the county will
maintain its mambershipin the MPC and, if not,
how would the county form its own agency
Scott Davis, a developer and former Knox
County commesionsr, 1ok The Facus recant-
Iy that something to be considerad i3 &
legal challe@nge 1 ity sppointess voting
on county matters batora the MPC
Currently Fnoe County Mayor Tim Burchett
ApPoINGS Seven MPC mamDers and Mayor Mad
eline Rogam appoints s mambara. Both city and
county members consider all isaues coming before
i COMMESSIon, alect thar own chair and vice
chair, and pass moat of their decimons © the Knox
County Commizzion or the Knouville City Council
SOMS IS5U6S, accordng 1B MPC Bt
trve Direcior Nathan Green, are MPC only deci-
=0ns and don't go beyond the plannera or need
othar approval He nld The Focus recantly that
the staie code places the authonty of aubdivi-
=0n requirements souarely with the MPC withgut
any further approval or desapproval. That doesn't
apply to 2oning changes, which are forwanded o
either the city or county government bodies
“If you live in Knox County you &0 not have
the night o vpie for the city mayor who is
making appointments iothe MPC™ Davis
said, adding that thoses appointees then voe
on county 2oning requests and land use
"Basically that's taxation with-
out represantation,” he sad
"Only county-appointed MPC mambers should
b woiing on county projects,” Davis 2
“In my opinion the city appointess have no
nght 10 be voting on Kngx County projects, The
wast majority of MPC votes are split betwean
the city and county appointees,” he said
The reverse is true, of course, that county appoin,
Taas also vole on city land uss questions. In Soma
city-county shared departments, such as the Ha-
toric Zoning Commission, only ¢ity oF county appoin:
Taas vola On City OF o0 nattars. Each jurisdic-
tion has separate Boards of Zoning Appeats goups
The 15 membersof the MPC serve stag:
garad four-yaar tanms and work with an axecu-
tve direcior and abowt 35 staff members, The
axacytive direcor is chosan by both mayors
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