By Focus Staff

With the holidays over and a new
year underway, the 2018 polt
cal 3eas0n has begun. Tom Span-
ger, Republican candidsts for Knox
County Sheriff, openad hiscampagn
headguarters |last week on 1601
Weatern Avenue

In a two-day avant occurring owvar
Thuraday and Saturday, Spanger
treated guests o appetesrs. coffes,
tea and desserts and a bag wel-
come. The Spangler headquarters
was packed with viaitors on Thurs-
day whan The Focus visited

Tom Spangler worked his way up
through the ranks of the Knox County
shenffs department, serving at vari-
ous Imes a3 a patrolman, SWAT team
MEmDer. Narcotcs detective and
chiaf deputy 1o the sheriff Spanger
aventually be W i interim sher
1ot Fmds County. Spandler dech at
ed his life © law enforcemant after a
Stind in the Ar Forcs

The numbar of retired and cur
rentsheriff's deputies and other law
enforcemant professionals joining
Spanglar for tha opaning of his haad
quartsrs was amazing It was impos-
sibds 10 mess that Spanger has desp
and srong suppart from his fallow
aw enforcement officers, but there
was a g crowd of ordinary citizens
n attandance as wall. That a largs
crowd turned out was not suFprising
atall a5 Spangar is known for baing

MPC talks sidewalks again
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ight, honest, and less a palit-
than a law enforcement profes-
zignal. One thing is for certain, Tom
Spangler iz off 10 & great start and
130t he usual courthouse type of
candidate

Matt Fagiana, Campaign Aid and
former Knou Co otficer and Staw
Trooper, had this 10 say about Span-
gher

“Tom Spangar i the only candi
data with the Tull sxpariance and
background in law anforeamant He
has samved in leadarship roles. Ha
haslad the training ac adany, workead
in e jail and on patrol and has Tuly
walked in the shoes of theoffcers he
wants o lead

A1 the end of the day you want
10 ghEct someons who Nas et kKind
of @xparience and understandin
winal it La kS 10 fun the departr
thal keeps our cOMMUnTY Sate Tom
Spanger is ong of most athical and
moral man | know and ha has the pas-
sion andgualities © lead thesherifl's
department. The 1000+ empioyess
can trust the leadership of somaeona §
whi has the sxpanance 10 lead the =
departmant

“Tom Spangler iz a candidats we
the taxpayers can trust © make the
most of the county’s respurces, if
given the opportunity by the volers
ha will maks a great sharifl for the
citizans of Knox County ™
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Above, Linda and Tom Spangler at
the gramd opening of the Spangler
Jor Sheriff Headiquarters. Lefi,
Spangler mingles with the crowd of
citizens and active and retired law

enforcement officers.

2018's political year update

Pete Gawda the conditiors for approva "'1a|r Rebacca Longmire
& o ' By Mike Steely .
was that asidewslk be con-  “That just doesnt make steelymknexfocus.om yaar for Knoo County, the state and the
ALther msetingon Thurs-  STUCEd DUNSice the SUDDl.  Sense to me ~ natonal offices

Thus far thare are few Democrats

day, lanuary 11 tha Fmox-
wille-FKnox County Metropol-
tan Planning Commission
(MPC)once againcams up
againat the issue of sids-
walks whan a developer
proteated what he called
“a sidewalk 10 nowhere ”
Primas Land Company
precssented for concepl/uas
on review approval 8 pro-
posad 370l subdimvision
on the north side of Crip-
pen Rpad and the weastsids
of Recraabion Lane. One of

wision shong Crippan Road
The developer requested
thateondinon b remowisd
Ha notad that it would not
connect to an exsting side-
walk and thathe had plans
for sidewalks within the
subdrvizion and a sadewalk
S0ing 10 a nearkby Dall held

°I really have a problem
requinng a sidewalk that
doas not have a connact:
ing sidewalk or whera there
should be a county aide-
walk,” was the opinion of

The MPC granted approv-

al withoutl the sidewalk
recjuiremant

lim Sullivan's request
ToF COnCEapl/uSa On Fiie
spproval passed with ng
gpposition and no diacus-
sion. His proposed 5
ot Hickory Creek Farma

The primary slection deadline for

filing iz @ month sway but siready there
are Several races orawing opponents,
mcat of them Republican. S0 far of the

24 announced cendidstss for the van-
Ous county offces only four ane Dam:
ocrata. The atlargs sest 10, where
county mayor candidate Bob Thomas
now sarves has two Repubhcans and
two Democrats who hawve petitions for
election,

Fabruary 15 is the Sling deadiing tor
the county races, Given the August 2
prmary date for state and federal fil-
ings, 2018 ooks like a kong and political

atapping forward 0 gat petitiona for
@lection County Democrat r Emily
Gregg told The Focus that there are
potential candidates but thay have not

e lanad yat
U nitwd 5 tates House of Repres entatives
Knox County Mayor Tim Burchett
picked up his patiton for U S Con
greza to replace retiring 2nd District
Congrezaman hmmy Duncan. Repub-
licans anmuncing 1O bacome tha naxt
congresaperson are Jimmy Matlock,
Vit Sagliang, Mark Whitmire and Brad
[ i on poge 2

g

School board hears from audltors, dec1des on lobbyist

By Anne Primm attendance. South-Daoyle High
Schogl, Thomas relayed, has
been chosen az a Lighthouss

School of Distinction. Also, Julie

Supennigndent Thomas gave
his report © the Knox County
Eoard of Education in their reg- amed Supe
Jlar meeting Wednesday He sorof the Year by the Tenresses
stated that he had been direct-  Principals Association. Lastly
ad by the board at the Decem- Thomas congratulated Melissa
b masting 1o appoint 3 com-  Glover as being named Assis
mittee 10 help him organize &  tant Principal of Hardin Valley
naw Leadership Academy with Midde School and Scott Reed
the Univaraty of Tennesses. a3 beng named Assistant Prin
Thomas reporied thatthe com-  cipal of Gibbs Midde School
mitiee had been chosen and Fourth distrct membar Lynn
thattha firstmestingwas sched- Fugate inguirad whan Knox
uled for January 12 2018 County Schogls and the Univer-

Thomas also reported that sity of Tennessea will be ready
the first of many strategic to solicit candidates for tha
planning mestings had been next Leadership Academy and

held at West Valley Middle Thomas replied, 5in Felbruary”
School on Tussday night with
approomately forty people in — Continued on page 2

New Year, new you.
$25¢

this me

For more information,
«call 85%-7900 or

visit TennovaFitness.com

Knoz County School
Board Chalrwoman
Patti Bowrids ftroduced
her former student and
currerit Miss Teniessoe,
Canty Diavis. Miss

Davis talked briefiy
about drug addiction
aniad overcomiing snes
related to addiction in
Sanily miembers and
loved omes. She has
devoted her reign it
speakinig o over 50,000
school age children all
over Tennessee abouwt
alcohod aud opioid
addiction. Pictured are
board member Terry
Hill, Davis, Bousds and
Superintendent Thomas,
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