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Charles Susano I, who
prefers “Charlie,” rallisd &
crowd of supportera Thurs-
day evening at The Found
ry a3 he kicked off hiz race
for the Repulblic an nomins-
von as Knox County Cirguit
Court Clerk

Fresent for the event
werg several county and
city gfficials, candidates,
tamily, friends and sup-
porters. Many supporters
brought their apouse and
he avent was attendad by
both candidates for Knox
County Sheriff Also pres-
&@nt Nk MeBride, B Larry
Smith, George Wallacs
Sharri Witl Ted Hatfield, Bd
Shouse, ohn Whitehead,
Larson Jay. Ron Rochells
and many others

Sussano has baen san
ing 28 Collections Coordi-
nator and Legal Assistant
© the Knoz County Trust
ea's Office He i a gradu-
ate of tha University of Tan.
nassaa. Ha and hes wife v
in Wt Hills and have bean
married fer 20 years and
have two children

A5 an archeologstior UT
he managad teams with
tha goal of praserving the
history of Knox County and
the East Tennessss area

In tharking his support
ars he said his father,
Judge Charles D. Susano

|

The family of Charlie Susawa turned owt for his campaign kickoff for Circwit Cowrt Clerk Thursday, Charfie is seen
standing with wife Robin, mother Carolyn and danghter Sophie. Seated is his father, Twdge Charles D, Susano r.

Jr, had instructad him
0 keep it short” and he
thankad his family for sup-
part, espacially his wifa
Robin. Reterning 1o public
sarvice, Susand said the

Stretching the Almighty Dollar
Budget Time at
Knox County Schools

By Anne Primm

The two and a half
month process of cra-
ating a budget for fracal
year 2019 began last
Manday eveming at the
¥nox County Board of
Educ ation's end of month
meating. Gary Spancer of
the Knox County Schools
Finance Department iz
in charga of this endaay-
or. Aprl 15 2018 is the
deadling for the KC3S
budgst for 2019 beceuss
It has to be incorporated
Intg th yor's budget
that has o be approved
by Knox County Com
mission. This process is
complicated by the fact
that it & difficult 1o esti
mate how many Tunds
will be available at this
point in the year. Esu
mates of tax collectons
are stricty preliminary in
Fabruary (sales tax, prop-
arty tax elc) Estima-
tions of Betier Education
Funding will not be avail-
abla until April 15, 2018
and the final allocations

will not be avidant until
July of 2018 The atu-
dent populaton in Knox
Courty Schools aaks like
it will be flat at this tme
for next schopl year Yet
Principals have a dead-
line of February 14, 2018
o submit projecied stadff
alldcations for the next
achogl year The firat
drattof the budget is due
March 21, 2018

¥mox County Schools
i3 opening two new
middle schools in the
fall of 2018 Both are
long-erm budget items
The Magnet Schools and
Magnet School programs
ang not scheduled 1o have
an increase in the 2010
budget First Distnct rep
resantative Glora Deatfy
ridge exprassed concern
that perhaps mones
ware baang diveriad from
e magnet programs o
fund the new schools
Deathridga ampha-
sized that the magnet
programs and magnet
schoots have differant

LYNN LIU

MOST IMpOrtant parson is
“standing in front of you -
Sarsano’s humor was appar-
anitin his brief remarks
He thanked Trusee Ed
Shouse for his guidance

during Susanca's five years
in that office and thanked
Dean LaRus, Susano's
campaign managsr
Susano says heis s We-
long Knowvillian and grew

Susano klckoff a fally event

Mike 5t
By tnlr

PHITREY MIKESTERLY

up hara going to schoo
worshiping playing sports
and learning the impor-
tance of a tight-knit com-
Mty

—Lantinue an poge 2

Amber Rountree seeks
re- electlon to BOE seat

Ambar Rountiea has
anngunced her intenton
run for re-election to repre-
sant the Sth Distric ton the
Knox County School Boand

She will hoat a campaign
kickoft on Feb. 8 from
530-7T pm_at 3 Bears
Copffee, lopcated at 1120
Savier Ava

Rountres, who i1z the
board's wvice chaur, played
a2 kay role in hiring current
schools superintendent
Bob Thomas, developing
and supparting the reno-
vation of the South Doyle
High School Library, and
helping to eliminats devel-
opmenially mappropraie
wsting for local K-2 stu
dents

She's also worked with
the Graat Schools Part
nership 0 expand com-
munity schools, pushed
for rew athlets fields and
reatropms at South Doyle
Middle School. and part-
nared with Knox County
Mayor Tim Burchett and
the County Commission to
succasstully address side-
walk and tratlic concerns at

Amber Rountree is plotured with her hisband Bart and

souis Teaddy (left) amd Holt (right).

South-Doyle High School

Rountree joned the
school board in 2004 The
non-partisan election for
the Sth Districl seatl is setl
fer May 1

“Aa an educator, a UTK
docioral student study-
ing liaracy, and a mothar
of twp future Knox County
studants, my life’s work
has baen devoted 1© public
education.” Rountree said

ROBBINS_
CLEANERS—

Comforters, Drapes, Quilts & More
In Fountain City
Full Service Dry Cleaner & Laundry
688-2191 www.hallscleaners.net

“Students, teachers, par-
@nits and community mam
bars in South Knosville
daserve a strong advocate
for public education and
who will make sure our dol-
ars are wisely spant.”

As a board membear
Rountres is responsible for
relping 10 overses a §471
million budgat developing

By Mike Steely
steelym shnarfocus. mm

Is itunusual that three
of the higheat paid elect-
ed jobs in Knox County
are gatting no challan
era in the upcoming pri-
mary?

The County Trustee
makes $125 820 34
@ach pear and only incum-
bent Ed Shouse has
picked up a petiton and
filed for re-glection. The
Criminal Court Clark job
pays $138 41204 each
year with an $8 400 08
travel allowance. Only
incumbant Mike Ham
mond has filed 1 kaep
hia pozition. The Regater
of Deads posivon pays
$125.823 85 with an
$8.350 &2 travel aliow-
anca. Only Mick MeBride
has a patten for that
position

A1 least three Repub-
lican candidates have
indicatad they will 3eek

w bacoma tha Knox
County Mayor, a job that
will pay §1T2T3802

T COuANty COTImission-
ars and an insurance
agent all want t

They are Bob Thomas,
Brad Anders and Glenn
Jazobs. On Friday Ronda
Galiman picked up & pati-
tion for county mayor in
the Democrate Primary

Fiva paopls want 1o ba
the Circuit Court Clerk
which pays §159.174 08
=ach year Republicana
in the pnimary race are
Don Ridings, Seott Smath,
Charlie Susano and Tom
Wheelar. Sheri Ridgeway
is'the lone Democrat and
will face the Republican
winner in tha genaeral
alection

The shenft makes
$156174.08 in =alary
and two deputes, Tom
Spangler and Leea Tramel,
are in the race for the
Republican nominaton,

Thus far no Democrat
Qb 1 Ridgeway and
Gallman have stepped
torward 1o qualify for the
ftop jobs and a viclory In
the upcomang Republican
Frimary on May 1st wall
miean the winmer will be
alectad

I the race for County
Clark Repubbcans Rogar
Kane and Sherry Witt
face off in the primary
Tha salary for County
Clerk is §125.820.34
par yaar

Knox County
Commissicners  will

recaive $22 111 S6each
year and there's some
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