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Rountree kicks off board
re-election campaign

School board member Anﬁt! Rowmtree (Teft) hosted a re-clection campaign kickoff Tuesday wight at Three Bears Coffee Co. in Souih Knoxville,

By Ken Lay

Knox County Schools Board of Education
member Amber Rounires hosted her re-slec-
uon kackoft party Tuesday night at a South
Knoville cotfes shop

RFountres, who represents the Oth Dis-
rict and Serves as the school board's woe
chair, played & vital role in hinng current
Schools Supenntendent Bob
Thamas. Sha falt compalled 10 head the
search for & new superintendent in 2017
deapite hawing a very busy schedule

| was asked 10 do that,” Rountres sad o
heading the searchcommities in 2017 °l did
it, Iwas @ing o 2chogl and | had a newborn
atthe tima.”

She jpined the school bosrd in 2014
During her stint, ahe has worked with Fngx

Count, Tirm Burchett and the county
commission o sddress sidewalk and traf
fic

auea at South-Dayle High School. She'as
wirked with U pat Schools Parn
narship and worksd 10 expand community
achools and pushed for new athlstic fislds
at South-Doyle Middle School

She'z a proponant for the promotion of
Iteracy and encouraged thome who attend-
ad |as] weak's ga s
gentiy-uaed books which will be detributed
throwghout the schools on the sputh side
of 1w

“Theze books will be donated 1o the
hibranes in all of the achools in South Knox
County,” sad Rountres, who played a kay
ol in develdoping and supportng the eng-
wation of Sguth-Doyle High School's library

“Growing great readens is a key 10 gowing
great schools. School ibranes ane a place
whara studants can bormow, raturm and gve
ook within Teir schodl comimunity. Read-
ing is the feundation of success for our st
dants and mora access © books will halp
1en that foundation
Rountres is an advocats for public sduca-
and she has served the people of South
ville prowudly

“It's been an honor o serve the people of
South Knoxille,” sheaad. I I'm re-electsd
I plan © implemant more Meracy programs

WLiNLE T 215t Centur

Library Model
have at South D(_hlu High Sehoal |
will work 0 expand CTE programa ”

that we

Parkridge selects new board, officers

By Mike Steely
steel ym @imoxfocus. om
It took about three howrs 10 do it but

Farkridge Community Orgal
555 and new officers

Dublae Sharp of the Ofties of Neighborhoods
returned 1o guide last week's meeting and alec-
ugn. The atiendance was 50 large exira chairs
had © be brought inD the meating at the
Cansler YMCA © ac modate the more than
70 mambars who attended. The circul ation of
yars in the East Knoxvills naighborhood appar-
ently booated sttendance

Farkricige has been divided for more than a
yaar over the possitality of expanding the axisting
Heatoric Overlay © most of the homes, Renters
ow-incoma houssehalds and ather neighborhoad
residents ware UpSet over what they saw a5 &

the
zation hasz & new

PO BY MR STEELY

More than 70 Parkridge nesidents turmed out last week fo elect a wew board for their com-
miianiily organization. Now the mew boand will be working on revising the bylaws.
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New data

center to be

the first of
its kind in
Tennessee

By Pete Gawda

The East Knoxville Com-
munity meetng beld Thurs-
day evening at the Burlington
Branch Library Iooked at the
Magnolia Avenws Market Area
from Burbingion 1o Broadway
from three ditferent perspec-
tives

Since the intersecton of
Magnoha and Broadway 13
ground zere for the home-
less, Michasl Dunthorn of
e city’s OTHCe on Homekess
ness gave his parsg
that problesm. On &
e side, Enc Wolburg of Com
merce Bank and Doug Lawyer
of tha Knox County Chambsar
of Commarce spoke of ac0
nomic development. The pro-
Eram was roundad out by Com
missicnar Thomas, who
is running for Knox County
Mayor. Thomas spoke of his
childhood days growing up in
Esat Knowville and his hopes
for the future of the area

“Homelassness is not an
acceptable ercumstance in
our community.” Dunthern
=aid He said tha city ries ©
prevent homeleasness, reous
tha time & parsan is homalass,
and end homeleasness if pos-
: a6 goals
council has adopt-
ed a plan 10 deal with home-
it the msson
round table mest
ing with agencies dealing with
homsessness. Wil it s good
0 gve things ©© people undsr
the bridge, Dunthorn =ad itis
mora important 10 @1 people
off the street than o make
it more comtfortable on the
slreats

n January of 2017 the
city recorded a tpial of 812
homealess people. Howevar
throughout the year 20017 the
city found that TE00 people
axpananced homelessness in

me way. Dunthmon sad that
number remaina fairly con-
stant

He sad the number of shel-
®rs for homeless e
limited and that thers is n

add I.I:J &l merntal Ieall'n and
drug abuse pi on pro
grams. Duniivon stated there
is 8 nead for more parmanent
support housing. This is ow
Ineome housing with no and
date and social services built
i, Hesaid the average time n
such shallars s three yaars
The city is working on & day-
time canter with security for
the homedess and outreach ©
@1 the peopis into 2ome type
of housing. The city is also

buikding a new intake systam




