It's true that ewerybody
loves 3 ookes. They are usu-
ally young energetc and
have apent years coach-
ing and training for their big
mamant o shing

Well that ia the case for
lncal entreprenaur and Real
Estate Agent Travis McKin-
ney of Kaller Willlams Realty
Thiz year-old energetic
real estate professional was
recantly named the Kealler
‘Williamz Realty Inernation-
al Rookie of the Year given
0 the agent with the most
procuction in their first e ar
This accomplishmentcame
as a huge honor for Travis
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a3 he put hiz expertiss aa
an investor and appramer
D use and decided 10 help
othars buy, sell and invest
in real estate This led to
ovar $12 mallion in first year
salea, an accomplishment
only a 3slect few agents do
after yoars of axpariance
Travis iz no stranger to
real estate. He has spent
the last eight years as a
real eatate inveator and his
company TAT Real Estate
nvestments has rejuvenat
ed over 100 homes in East
Tennassee Thay continue
© rejuvenate Knowvilke and
increase values all across

Wetlands being planted
at Fountain City Lake

Last week, confracior
crews bagan plan wo
walands at Fountain City
Laks - one of the |aatstepa
in e City™s ongding com-
mitmant o improve tha
lake's watar quality

Omce the plantings are
complated the spring-fed
lake will refill and saturate
the new beds The fast
growing plants - inchuding
carchnal fiower, blue flagins
bastton bush, soft rush and
wirtargrean - shauld fill out
thi mew wetlands beds by
this summar

For years, thick algss
has overwhelmed the |ake
The City's aim has bsan
repair the |ake's infrastruc-
wink 50 Tat thi ecosystem
can regain its long-term bal-
ance

“Restonn g Fountain City
Lake 0 bettar health and
beauty has required per-
siswntaliortand a ot of
patience,” Mayor Madaling
Rogero said . “But we knew
from the beginr woild
take time 10 correct prob-
lemsz that were decades in
the raking "

Dravid McGinksy, Storm-
waier Engineenng Manag-
ar, sad the new wellands
plants will be attractve, but
their man purpcass will be
o enhance the lake's water

County commission moves to
control subdivision regulations

By Mike Steely
steelymeknanfocis.com

quality and discourage
algae growth. The wetlands
o that two ways

1. Thers's now better
‘walsl sirculation in the |ake,
bacausa the mostshallow,
Stagnant aess - conducive
o the formation of thick
algas - have bean cormert
&d into the wetlands wildiifs
hakitat. and

2. The watlands plants
absorb nutrients that oth-
arwise would promots the
grow th of algss

‘Thase wetlands plant:
ingswera salacted bacauss
they'll do wel and requirs
litthe mantenance,” MeGin-
ley said. “Thay'll grow o
between 2 and 4 feat tall
T will D cOntrolled wet
lands - not jungs, but ot
mianicuned

Late last fall, the wat
lenda contractor, Ronald
Franka Constructon Co,
firushsd Duskding the gabion
baskets, which were then
filled with more stones and
s0il. Tha contractor alsd
remowed more muck (con-
inbuted o by the feces of
ovarabundant ducks) from
the lake's botiom Once
the plant matanal became
available, subcontractor
Landecape Serices Inc. n
late February initated the
pantings

adoption of subdivison

Esst TN neighborhoods
Travis ia slso & stats cert-
fied apprasser and has Deen
licermad for sight years com-
pleting hundreds of spprais-
als for landaers

“Wihen | was told | had
won this awand | had no clue
whalitreally meant” Mck-
inney recalls, "Once | annved
in Anaheim, Califormia for
the annual confarence and
there were thousands of
S@ents and INdUStry expers
itall hit ma. | am very hon-
ored and humbled 10 have
won this sward This iz not
justmy award. None of this
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without the support of my
lovely wife and best friend
Emily McFinnay and busi
nesa partner Tanner Davis
| look forward 0 & very big
2018 andd helping people
and tamilies all gver Esat TH
and the US fulfill their real
estaw dreams

“We want gur chents at
the cenfer of cur attention
and sarvice. ILis all about
sarving them - Helping them
find the pertect home for
them or gating them wp
dollar fpr their house quick-
Iy We always want © be
reminded that they are why
our heart isin it

woulkd have been capable

Now offering online
auchion services
Fountain City Auction
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(865)604-3468
fountaindtyauction.com
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Travis McKinney

Stare Senator Becky Duncan Massey and Knox Cownty School Board Vice Chair Amber Rowstree join the mews
staff during the ribbon cutting of the new lilbrary at South-Doyle High Schoal

21st century library dedicated at
South-Doyle High

Mike Steely
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South-Doyle High School has anew
libeary that waill be the anvy of avery
ather achool in Knox County. The new
tacility, complete with a coffes and
snack shop, movable furnitune o fit
any funcbion, & media studg and, of
courss, books, was Officialy opened
Frictay in a ribbon cuting cesamaony

Two years ago ssbesins was dis-
covaned in the library,. Several pagple
thirking ‘outside the box™ came up
with @ ureque borary subied for the 21st
carury. Imglved with planning the
new brary were Buzz Thomas, then

e gulatons

lack Woodall of Westland Drive

ianim Supennsndent of Schools
Superinisndant Bob Thomas, achool
board member Amber Fountres, and
Frincipal Tim Barry

The plana were presentad © Sens-
for Randy Boyd, a graduse of the old
Doyle High School wh has halped
the achogl out before with the Canser
Academy and the Boyd Tutring
Cantar there

Boyd and wife Jenny agreed i
fnance the new library and iold the
gatharing of public officials, eachars
andstudents that the library ‘exceed-
ed my expectatons” He amd that
when e wasinhigh school the library

wias hes hangout” and added Janny
and | ame proud © be 5 partof it”

Berry sad the plan began by asking
studants what they wanted Ha sad
the planners also went o the Appie
Stoee in the mall io get ideas. He sad
that ked 10 the amountof glass part-
Bona in the new library and they added
acalé there, ran by sudents, much
like 3 Starbucks or Panara, A& mecha
room was added where students now
broade sat good news eme D the
classooms

“We wanied © make a Zlatcen-
wry ibrary thiat wall be the hubof the
school” Berry said

In & 10-1 vote the Knox County
Commssion voled 10 support a
stale legisiative proposal © raturmn
much of the Metropoiitan Planning
ommission's powars 10 the
county. Only Commissionar Jahn
Scheenmaker voted against the
resalution

Tha lagislation would requira
COUNty commigsion approval for the
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or 10 amand axistung Subsdivision
regulations recommended by the
Matropolitan Flanning Comemission
The idaa surfaced last yaar whan
Gerald Green, MPC director, notfied
the commissionars that, under state
law, tha planners can astablish
regulations for new developments
thateould includs sidewalks whan the
davalopmant is within aschool 2one
or the main strest has sdewalks

Spoke against develdpments b
designed by & vote of the commizsion
rathwr than by the MPC. Woodall sasd
thatl some developars wara upsat
and ipbbied the atate legalswre

Tha issue of sdewalks, Woodall
said, s not a reason 10 stick a
hand in the middie of subdivision
regul ations

“School busss den’t normally
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Jack Woodall speaks to the Knox County Conumission in
appasition to a resolition calling on the state legiskatire fo
give the comrission more power over the plamning com-
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ROBBIN
CLEANERS

Comforters, Drapes, Quilts & More
In Fountain City
Full Service Dry Cleaner & Laundry
688-2191 www.hallscleaners.net
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