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School Administration Moving to TVA Towers?

By Mike Steely
steelym@knofocus.com

For some time TVA has been
talking about doing something
with its towers in Knoxville,
either sellingone or both or leas-
ing them_. The Knoxville Focus
learned recently that TVA may
have a customer, Knox County
Schools.

It's been a notso public secret
for a few weeks now and The
Knoxville Focus has spoken with
some school board members

who know little about the pos-
sible deal. Inquiries have been
made 1o the Knox County Schools
Superintendent and the Knox
County Mayor's office.

A contract proposal is in the
hands of TVAwith no timeline for
it o g0 back 1o the county mayor
and the law department for
review. The “verbal agreement”
or negotiation also includes pur-
chasing a parking lotnear the TVA
Towers near Summit Hill Drive
Last August TVA Vice President

Mike Skaggs said TVA no longer
needs so much office space
He said TVA is “still negotiating
on the deal” on an agreement
for use of one of the towers but
declined to identify who might
take possession of space thera.

Since TWA is a federal agency
and cannot rent or lease prop-
erty the agreement hinges on
a ‘pass through” or easement
which could make part of the
West or East Tower available for
use by the county with the county

picking up renovation costs, utili-
ties, et

“Megotations right now are
verbal,” one source told The
Focus.

An unannounced tour of the
TWA West Tower recently by an
unnamed public official resulted
in them being old, “It's a done
deal " The official was also told
that the county has already pur-
chased a parking lot near the
towers

Unofficial plans may include
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Abby Collins and her parents,
Dr. Jason and Mrs. Jenna Col-
lins, are pictured at the Concord
Christian School senior's signing
with the Air Force Academy vol-
leyball program on March &. Col-
linsis CCS's first Division 1 signee
and also firstever military Acad-
emy appointes. Please see story
in Sports & Recreation, Section C

Concord to

moving the school administra-
tion offices from the Andrew
Johnson Building to the first two
floors of the Towers. The county
or school system would obtain
some of the building as a "pass
through” agreement that would
acouire five floors.

County offices in the old Sears
Building on Central may also be
moved to the Tower and that
building sold.
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South Knox Alliance holds
Candidate Forum

By Mike Steely
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Candidates for Knox County
Mayor and Sheriff had the
opportunity o address citi-
zens last week in a Meet and
Greet at Dogwood Elementa-
ry Community School, hostad
by South Knoxville Aliance of
Business and Professionals
Chairman Bill Lenczynski wel-
comed the good-sized audi-
ence and intfroduced the can-
didates in alphabetical order
according to their firstnames

Mayor candidates Eob
Thomas, Brad Anders, Glenn
Jacobs and Linda Haney were
scheduled 10 appear but Bob
Harr filled in for Jacobs who
was not available for the event
Sheriff candidates Lee Tramel
and Tom Spangler appearad
and spoke. MNot appearing
ware county mayor candidates
Rebecca Deloa and Rhonda
Gallman.

Following the brief talks
each candidate went 10 their
table decorated with campaign
signs, posters, hand outs and
other literature and continued
to visit with South Knoxville
residents. Several other can-
didates for office were present
and worked the crowd.
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Southland

Alliance Candidate Forum last week.

During their brief speech-
es each candidate spoke of
issues they support

Candidates for
Knox County Mayor

Commissioner Bob
Thomas, who said he's been

campaigning for 3& months
and was the first o announce
for county mayor, spoke of
aducation and “Ride Along”
programs that would permit
students t0 ride along with
tradesmen and learn a job by
doingso. “Twantto make sure

every child finds outwhatthey
are best at”

The commissioner also
spoke of seniors and vetar-
ans, more business for Knox
County and keeping taxes low

Commissioner Brad Anders

By Mike Steely
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Changing the charter o allow an out
side auditor 10 serve more than eight
years and upping the amount of taxpay-
er-funded per diem of county employees
tops the listof agenda items at the Knox
County Commission's Work Session next
Monday

The &1 things on the agenda, which
includes five rezoning requests, has two
second and final readings: Pugh CPAIs
in the sixth year of its second four-year
contract with the county to review financ-
es as an independent outside auditor.
Apparently the currentcommission likes
Pugh so well thatitis moving © have the
charter changed in order to keep them,

The proposal would apparently be
reviewed each year but places no term
limits on Pugh or any other outside
auditor. The charter change saw two
quick public hearings and may appear
an the ballot in August. Commissioners

— Continued on page 4

Knox County
Schools Receive
Nutrition Awards

By Anne Primm

Before the announcements at last
Wednesday's Knox County Board of
Education meeting Chair Patti Bounds
recognized Knox County Commissioner
Carson Dailey and City Councilwoman
Stephanie Welch for attending the meet-
ing. Bounds continued with information
for the board and members of the audi-
ence. In April, Minth District represen-
tative Amber Rountrea, Councilwaman
Welch, also of Great Schools Partner-
ship, and South Knoxville Elementary
principal Dr. Tanna Micely will be attend-
ing the Mational School Boards Associa-
tion's Annual Conference in San Antonio,
Texas. Micely will be making a presenta-
tion at this conference about the Com-
munity Schools Initiative ongoing in Knox
County Schools.
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Including Veterinary Compounding
Offering vitermins, herbs, homeopathic supplemenis

5034 M. Broadway, Suite 220

FouNTAIN CITY
PHARMACY

C.A. Compounding Specialist

688-7025

Across from Mynatt's Funaral Home in Fountain City
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ESTATE SALE!
NEWER WIDE PLANK LAMINATE FLOORING,
2 BEDROOMS, DETACHED WORKSHOP /

| GARAGE. WON'T LAST! MLS § 1033376
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