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Bob Thomas feels at home anywhere in Knox County

was elacted ttwee ysars

By Mike Steely
sibtiymeknacfeic.com ago along with his long-time

“Everywhare | wisit in
Knox County, the people
always make me jesl 30 wel-
come and right at home,”
said Fmgx County mayor-
al candidate Bob Thomaa
Thursday

Thomes was addresaing
a large crowd of local citi-
zers and political support:
era at the Corryiom Sergr
Center. On hand to SUpRort
his candidacy wera sever-
al elected county officials
and candidates for local
and state office

“The next 18n years can

b some of the dreéatest

rado personality frend Ed
Brantley. The two hoated
the “Ed and Bob Show”
for many years in Knox
ville. Thomas has asoved
a3 chairman of the Knox
County Cable TV Commit:
tee and the Deability Com-
mittea. He's served on
the Countys Pension and
Retiremant Committes,
the Parks and Recreation
Board, the Metro Drug
Coalition Board and the
Dogwoods Arts Festiva
Board

He has also served on
the YoungWwiliams Animal

for

years

Knox County

Canter Board, the American
" r Society Board. the
Cultural Alliance
and the Thompson-Baoling
Arana Use Commitize

Hix and his wile, Kim
Simma Thomaes, who was
a local uelevision naws
anchor, hiave thrae childmn
and fwe grandchildren

Thomas pladges 1 keaep
taxes low, gat the mostirom
our tax dollars, make surs
our childran racaive the
bast possible aducation,
keap our neighborhoods

ly. We have & grestopporiu-
ity tor good jobs,” Thomas
sakd
The Republican noted
1at military veterans
“miada o country and our
county” and pledged o con-
Urnss © SUpport programs
for them

Currently Thomas sarves
as the Atlarge Comimis-
sioner. Seat 10, which is
a county-wice postion He

Town Hall meeting
hears about
school security

By Pete Gawda

“Dur primary rols i 10 protect these children,” said
George Peidousia chisf of sscurity for Knox County
Schools. "W do not @t imaived in school dscipling ™
Padousia msde thess remarks in & spesch Mondsy sve-
ning, March 12 at a Town Hall Eaat mesting

Paidousis was appoinied cheal of sacunty in 2003 by
then auperintendent Dr bm Meintyre aftes earawth
the Knouville Police Department (KPD)

Paidousis describad the differance batwean school
reapurce officers {SROa) and achool safety officers
{5303) He 3aid that 3R0s in the Kngoeville achool aysiam
ara full tme police officers amployed by aither the KPD
or the Finox Con herifi's Office (KCS0) The school
gyaiem employs 5503 whp are armed, uniformed sacu-
rity afficars wha anly wark 10 months a year during the
achool year

“We could ngt do it without the KFD and the FC30,"
Faidouss said. “We have a great partnership.”

The achool system s suthorped 103 5508 However,
Padouss sad it iz hard 0 keep that number His secu
rity force is sugmented by 3ROs. The SROs from the
KED |)1‘W|-$.-‘3.°_E||||T) at a toed point The SROs from
the KCS0 work feed points a3 well as havwng rotating
msigments

Itis the goal of Padouss 10 have two securily people
sither 3508 or SR0s, at each high school. one at each
middle school and one ateach elementary achoot

The school sysiem's security division has a 24 hour
a day dispatch system. The Secunty devesion s the only
component of the achool ayatem that has peycholog-

screening background checks by the KC30 and a
required physical fitress level In addition, 5505 have
© qualify on firearms twice a year, Pedousis sad his
security force is made up of young pecple who are start:
ing thair camsers a5 wal a3 retired miitary and police
otficers

“Wa avaluate our people four Bmes a year ™ Paidou-
i3 said
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Above, County Commissioner Bob Thomas" visit to the
Corryton Semior Center drew a huge crowd Thursday.
Thomas is running for Knox County Mayor and spoke
briefly to the audience of local citizens and the many
conniy elecied officials whe twrned ouf fo support him.
Right, Candidate for Knox Cowsty Mayor, Bob Thomas,
greets former Commissioner Jack Huddleston at last
Thursduy's event.
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safe and, above all, istan  and halp move tha county
0 citDers forward. Together we can

I have over 40 yaars of make great things happan
rvalvemantin our commu-  for all of Knox County,”

mity and | hope youlll join me Thomias said

FHICTE T MIKE:
Somietimes it “takes a village” to get something done and Friday s ribbon cutting of the Behavioral Health Urgent Care
Center saw dozens of public official, cltizens and health care professional help to cut the ribbos on the new facility.

Behavioral Center opens today
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The Behavioral Health Urgent Care
Ceante a3 inits first patient today
a3 the doors open on a facllity that
tock about 10 years © develop. The
three-day treatment cantar for men-
tally ol offenders charged with mingr
efferses is the first in the state and
resulted in 3 combined effort by the
county, city, local and state eleciad
afficials, the governar and individuals
whao rallied the community

Halan Ross MeNabb Canter Prasi-
dant Jerry Vagniar hosted a ribbon
cutting at the rencv ated facility just
oft Westarn Avenue Friday and spaak-
ars ncluded Marie Williams, Com-
missionar of Tennessee’s Mantal

2018 Ford F150 = $22,950%

Health and Substance Abuse Ser-
and Mayors Tim Burc heti and
ling Rogeno

While many of those prasent were
mentioned for thelr etiorts 0 estab-
lish the facility Commissionar Wi
liams specificity mentioned commu-
ity ac tvis! an Undereood Shipe
for her success in rallying the com
munity and public officialzs

Also mentoned as principals in
gatnng state and local funds 1 halp
rerovate the facility were Sheriff ) )
loras, Knoxville Police Captain Con
kanas, Distnc tAtorney Charma Allan
Sephanie Carter, Candace Allen, Lori
Ramsey and Laann Human-Hilliard of
Helan Ross Mcabb

¥nox County Mayor Tim Burchett

ray €
AUTO, AC, HITCH VARN E R

o e S5 ke s e, e AT e e e

NORTH KNOXVILLE! LOCATED OFF
BROADWAY! 593,000
JUSTLETED! CONVENSENT T0 DOWNTOWN %
& UM ESTATE SALE' DMLLHOUSE WITH
NEWER WIDE FLANK LAVENATE FLOORING,
2 BEDROOMS, DETACHED WORKSHOP |

GARAGE. WOR'T LAST! MLS # 1033376

1oid the story of a mentally il friend
W has prospered and Enoxville
Mayor Ma Rogero spoke of
a relative with similar difficulties
Folliowing the in Juctions, brief
spaeches and a prayer from Rev
George Dosbler of the UT Medica
Conter, iours of the Cane Center ware

The Center has 16 beds and law
anforcament officers can diver, men
Tally il offenders, includi
with drug problama. there

Otficers
will bring the patients there and a

sharift's daputy will ba prasant at al
umes. When discharged the patents
will be assigned a case worker and
traatmant will continue bayond the
care &t the cener




