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Sk District school board member and  candidate
Aniber Roustree addresses a large crowd at the South

Knox Alliance candidate forum last week at Dogwood

Elementary School.

By Rose King

The South Knox Allance
hosted a Candidate Meet
and Great lastweek, Cand-
dates for Kngx Coundy Com-
mizsion at-large Seats 10
and 11, Circuit Cowrt Clark,
County Clerk, Register of
Deeds and School Board
warg gach given five min-
uies o dacuss three ques-
tions related 1o the office
they are sesking. Adam
Fritts, KA board member
ntroduced the candidates
and posed the decussion
CRHESTONS

Despite DEng he final
speaker of the evening
Amber Rountres radiat
o anthusasm as shis dis
cussed her accomplish-
mants and her vision for
i Courty Schools

Amber Rountree. who
currantly reprasants tha
Sth Destrict and is sarving
asacond 18rm as vica chair
of the Knox County Board
of Education. raturnad B
Dogwood Elemantary for
the candidate forum.As the
school board mambear rep-
resenting the Community

School, she had bean there
earlwr i the day visitng
clazssrooms and sesing
some of the dreat work
ging on. The mothar of
two boys not yet in achool
i3 working on her dociorate
dagrae ineducaton and it
Bracy

The former Halls Blemen-
tary School librarian has a
pagsign for children and
education that has made
har a driving force in grow-
Ing great schoots in Kmnox
County, Shé was INSTumen-
tal in the ecently complet
ed comprehensne rezon-
Ing which allows sStucents
0 atiend the achools clos-
@51 W tham. T el that
i ghborhosd Supportis so
important 1o our kids,” she
amphassd

Rountrea talked about
the benefit of the commu-
ity school program such
a3 Dogwood. “This modal
brings services, partnar
ships and mantors o our
schoal, which has contrib-
uted 10 our stdents’ suc-
=

Andther racent succass
she mentioned has bean

Questions answered at
mayoral candidate debate

By Mike Steely

Campaign supporiara
and interested ciizens
packed the audionum at
Jleweiry Telsvizion's mayor-
al dabate Thursday

WEIR'z John Becker
hosted the debate and the
Quesbons ware submitted
peigr i the event by regra-
ered gests Present were
Republican candidates
Brad Anders, Glenn Jacoba
and Bob Thomas along with
Democratic candidates
Rhonda "Mouse® Gallman
and Linda Haney
The two questions
wolved ramsing property
Taees in the county and e
possibility of a metro-typs
governiment in the fuiune

Raise Taxesin
Knox County?

Haney =aid the county
may have 1© raise taxes W
wa want 1o advance " Gall-
man said =he might con-
michar it but “can't promisa”

Anders said ha wouldn't
take raising taxes Off the
table” and said the county
“has na mangin o oparata”

Jacobs said o, stating

Matmaney is Tather in your
pockat than in some polit-
ciamn's hands ”

Thomas sad “No” and
zad that the county needs
t0 “uze buminess sensa”
and ook at programs that
ocould be reduced and save
money

What about
aMetro
Government in
Knox County?

The candidates for Knox
County Mayor were asked
about Their QpIrions oncre-
ating a metro-type govern-
ment between the county
and city

Haney replied she favors
an eventual consolidation
of the twe governmants
and added sha has lived n
@ matro-government area
and i "works well.” She
atap 3aid she understands
Thateounty resiclents would
probably oppose the idea

Anders responded that
the “county sn't set up for
that” and cited the cost of
it but sug@ested that some
dapartmants, like Parks
and Recraation, might be
mear ged
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lacobs agridd Some
dapartments could be can-
a0lidated and 2aid he Tves
i thacounty and dor twant
L&

Thomas sad he Tcan't
mmagne that” and noted
that a mowe 0 metn-ype
government doesn't ong-
nate in the county mayars
gtfice and "won't take a
foothold ° He added there's
g question of some con-
s0lidation of serices ©

Biggest problem
in Knox County?

‘whan asked what the
Diggest problem in Kngx
County . Anders sited
the infrestructune citing a
30-year Old road plan

Thomas cited the omoid
crisiz and 3aid abusers are
Treated hke criminals and
s 8 chance

Jacobs mentioned the
opoed probiem and sad the
COUNTY Can'lincarcarats its
way outofit

Gallman cited opioids
safety, and school safety
and said “everybody ia
afraid "

Haney said the |argest
problem is the educaton

System, safely, Wwachars
pay and the need for drug
education at an earber age

The candidates ware
al=0 asked about meighbor-
hood =afety, pay rames for
t@achars, major amploy-
ers in the county, TIF and
PILOT financang, and requir-
ing sidewalks n new davel-
opments

N cosing remarks Haney
sad sheis "3 proud Damo-
crat” and asked her party
members ¢ step up and
support another woice in
the county

Gallman sad she was
3 student of politics and
referred people to her Face-
book campaign

Thomas said he hasmare
than 30 years of business
expanence and said ha
wants a better future for his
chukdran and grandchildngn

Andars cited charactr
and leadership. acding
Motody on this stage has
Tare Sxparianca n county
Evernment.”

Jacobs said that while
other candidates have lots
of experience in govern-
mant that thare “may ba
sama things they don L want
YOu o see”
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Amber Rountree shines at
South Knox Alliance Candidate Forum

the South-Doyle library
which, thanks 10 a genarous
grant by Randy Boyd has
had a half milion dollar ren-
ovaton, She invited avery-
omne who hasn't already
@san it scheduls a visit
The model library has bean
wisited by other achools
in Knox County as well as
those across the stae

She was a member of
last years Supennizndant
Search Committee along
with school board mem-
bars Tony Norman and
Suman Horn, Rountres was
happy 1 select Supsenin-
endent Bob Thomas, &
selection which she says
has rought an increased
positve school sulture and
morale. She is also proud
of tha wiork accomiplis hed
by the aducational dispar-
ity m educational owtcome
task force of which she was
a mambat

Rountres believes that
thare is still much 1o be
done and said she has
great plana for the future of
Fnex County Schoots and

13 curmendly working on with
Suparintendeant Thomas
2 sddreasing safety and
secuUNty concers at South-
Doyle Hgh 3chool
Speaking about the
development and expan-
sionof the early literacy pro-
gram, she sad, “It's prob-
ably no surpnse given my
background that | balieve
liwracy ia the key o our siu-
dents academic success
Whan gaps in [ierecy skills
aren'tcaughteardy, it s hard
for students 10 closs those
gaps and become sucoess-
ful. 'We have a great Pre-k
program fng at Dogwood
| want i see this extreme-
ly successiul aarly lieracy
PO CONE NS 10 8xpand
throughout Knox County.
Candidates for county
cOmMmisson atlargs Seats
present were Ronnie
Rochalle, Larry Smith,
Justin Biggs and Toni Grif-
fin. Daniel Gerka was rep-
resanted by Danny Wilhoit
and Larsan Jay was rapre-
sented by Scott Bmyles The
candidates wers asked 1o

tha schoals in South Fimos-
ville, AtOp pROrity that she

__Continue on page 2

Early voting
starts Wednesday

By Mike Steely
steelym sknarfocr.om

Early woting in Knox County begins Wadnesday
and the races for shentf and county mayor sesm
10 be driving the turnout. There ane 10ts of other
offices on the ballot, evarything from commission
races © non-partisan school board races

Al in all which@ver party primany you vous jor,
tha ballot is going to be & et longer than you
might espect Early vobng runs until April 26 with
the county ganeral election slated for May 1

Ragestarad voters in the county, which ingludes
Farragut and Knowville, will ind the early voting
Ipcations open 10 am. untl B p.m. Monday
through Friday and from 11 am. until 5 pm. on
Saturdays, except for the Kam's Senior Center

Cliff Rogars, Admirestrator of Blec hons, tokd
The Focus that the commiasion hopes for 50 B
60,000 voters, He said that only about 30,000
woied 1oUr ye ars g0 but noted that thare
waa o opponent then in the county mayors
race and the sheriff waa an incumbant

“We'd like 1038 more but will be happy
o sea the twnout doubled,” he said.

Loc ations of the early voung mchude he small
assembly om at the City-County Building the
Love Fitchen at 2416 Martin Luther Fing Jr. Ave
1645 Downtown West Bivd Unit 34, New Harvest
Park at 4775 New Harvast Lane, 4852 Cinon
Highway in the Clinton Maza, Farragut Town Hall,
the Carter Library at 9036 Asheville Highway,
the Halls Recreation Center at 6333 Recreation
Lane, and ane new location: Mendian Baptist
Chiurch South at 8513 Chagiman Highway

The Karres Senior Canter, at B024 Oak
Ridge Highway, wil not be open on Saturdays
because of other events scheduled there

Al brick Ranche: wi 3 BA, 3 BA and ka3
bhasement, A and searm downstars B8
could be dth BRiodfce. Ly open ares
davmiton s for Bt £ i m wnth Foe
wace. Locaied m establized regibar
haod commnient’y lecased w Erarvlle
Jeffersen Coumty, Sevier Cownty. A
Mt Seml MLS 1038132 174.900
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