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Separate Ethics Complaints Filed
Against Brad Anders and Lee Tramel

By Mike Steely
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The Knox County Law
Department has confirmed
that two ethics complaints
have been filed. One
complaint involved Knox
County Mayor candidate
Erad Anders and the other
is against Knox County

Sheriff candidate Lee
Tramel.

Both candidates are
being backed by current
SheriffJ. ). Jones, who has
attacked their opponents in
campaign ads and intemet
posts.

Powell resident Bruce
Williams is charging that

Anders accepted gifts and
plays on the Rural/Metro
Ambulance gIf team often
and then voted to extend
that company’s contract a
year before itwas due o be
renewed

Tramel is charged by
retired Folice Investigator
Don Wiser with violation of

federal and state law for
campalgning while on duty,
in uniform, using a county-
owned car 0 campaign
and using his position with
the sheriff's department o
further his campaign

Sheriff Jones has
obviously put Tramel
out front publicly as

Commissioner Bob Thomasmeets the press following the dismissal ofan ethics complaint against him and Commissioner
Charles Busler. Thomas is a candidate for Knox County Mayor and has said all along that this issue was nothing more
than a political attack by his opponents in the current election.

Ethics committee dismisses complaints
against Busler and Thomas

By Mike Steely

steelym@knoxfocus.com

When is it not wise t0 make an
ethics complaint?

Answer. When you can't prove It
Thats what happenad when the Knox
County Ethics Committee voted 7-1
0 dismiss charges against Commis-
sioners Bob Thomas and Charles
Busler Friday.

The complaint was made by failed
farmer county commission candidate
and current Circuit Court Clerk candi-
date Richard "Bo” Bennett, which he
based on a Knoxville News-Sentinel

story about a golf tournament that
Thomas and Busler ook partin. He
was unable © prove the allegations
and only ethics member Barbara
Chandler voted t© uphold the com-
plaint

Both men were accused by Bennett
of accepting a gift card and playing
on the Priority Ambulance Golf Team
in August. Bennett also accused
both of them for voting against the
early renewal of the Rural/Metro
AMR ambulance contract with the
county. Thomas and Busler denied
being influenced to vote against the

renewal.

The result of the hearing means
that Bennett may be liable for the
all expenses incurred by the county
and that Thomas and Busler may now
ask the county to repay their attorney
fees as well

Following the dismissal ofcharges,
Busler and his wife prayed together
and left the meeting without making
a statement

Thomas, a candidate for county
mayor, metwith the media following
the dismissal and said thatcharges

the spokesman for the
department on various
issues in order 1 help his
campalgn.

The complaints will be
thoroughly investigatad by
the law department and
aventually be passed along
to the ethics committee.

When asked, Knox

County Law Director Bud
Armstrong said, "The law
department will complete
its investigation into both
complaints and submit its
findings to the Knox County
Ethics Committee as soon
as possible”

Board Decides to

Postpone Vote on
2018-19 Budget

By Anne Primm

Knox County Board
of Education Chair Patti
Bounds welcomed local
officials in attendance
at the beginning of the
board's regular meeting
last Wednesday Present
were: Commission Chair-
man Randy Smith; Com-
missioners Dave Wright
and Evelyn Gill; City Coun-
cil representatives Steph-
anie Welch, Lauren Rider
and Gwen McKenzie,
County Education Asso-
ciation President Tonya
Coates; Lydia McCoy of
UTK; and Knox County
Trustee Ed Shouse

Changes o the agenda
included postponing rec-
ognition of both Farragut
and Bearden High School
Dance teams. Deputy
Law Director Gary Dupler
requested withdraw-
al of item 7.D.16 from
the Items and Contracts
Agenda.

Mext, Sixth District
Representative Terry Hill
proposed 10 postpone

the final vote on Regu-
lar Agenda Item 11E -To
approve the Fiscal year
2019 Knox County Board
of Education General
Purpose Budget at the
Major Category Level for
$483,300,000.00. This
proposal was seconded
by Fourth District Repra-
sentative Lynne Fugate.
Hill stated that she had
contacted State Repre-
sentative Eddie Smith
regarding some of the
specifics of state funding
that affects Knox County
Schools, like TCRS and
RTI. Representative Smith
said he did not have all
the numbers but would
obtain them as soon as
possible and get back
Sixth District Representa-
tive Hill, For this reason,
Hill wanted o postpone
the vote until the board
has a clearer picture of
the amountof state fund-
ing that will be available.

First District Represan-
tative Gloria Deathridge

—Continue on page 2

chool Budget Pandemonium

By Focus Staff

There was pandamonium
at a recent meeting of the
Knox County Board of Edu-
cation. Last week, the board
meat in both work and regu-
lar sessions o discuss the
budgat proposed by Super-
intendent Bob Thomas
Thomas and the board are
facing a $3.5 million short-
fall. Having little choice but
to recommend cuts, Thomas
proposed cutting back
spendingon magnetschools
and Project GRAD. Thatrec-
ommendation brought out
a crowd from Knoxville's
inner city and no fewer than
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elghty-seven peopled signed
up o speak at the board
public forum last Monday
night. The board patiently
listened to everyone for 7 %2
hours, remaining in session
until 1230 am

The school system, like
every other depar tment and
agency of govermment, must
send over a budget for the
Inspaction of Knox County
Mayor Tim Burchett and the
County Commission. Much
of the shortfall has to do
with two things: habitual
overspending by the school
system and increased costs
for employee insurance and

after Ford Factory Rebate with Ford Credit Anancing
,{’f“- \.u ILL POWER

‘ Rustrictons mary apph

Price mciudes $ 359 dock fee. Pl tax. tag and tiie. WAL, Desler retans all rehartes
S Dapbae For datalls. Prices

od through nex! wiek

2026 N Charles G Seviers Blv

865.457.0704

www . rayvar I"Il:‘r][l:_ll'd.(_lf:m

funding teachers’ pensions
Board member Gloria
Deathridge, who routine-
ly supported overspending
the school system's budgst
during the reign of former
superintendent.im Mcintyrs,
was the firstto cry the Board
could not be held responsi-
ble for the shortfall. After all,
whocould have foreseen the
cost of insurance premiums
rising and increased pen-
sion payments for teachers?
Deathridge quickly ook the
position as the board could
not have possibly anticipat-
edsuch fateful events so the
county commission should

be asked by the board 1o just
provide more money . Death-
ridge seemed not 10 realize
the board having 1o cross
the street from the Andrew
Johnson Building 1o the City
-County Building was a tacit
admission the board cannot
manage 1ts own budget.
Unfortunately, the county
CDI'I'ImiSEIClI'IEI"S are acute-
ly aware of the continual
overspending by the school
system during Mcintyre's
administration. Estimates
rangs © as much as $60
million in overspending
during Mcintyre's adminis-
tration. One thing is certain
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during the last two years of
Meintyre's rule as superin-
tendent, the school system
overspent by $30 million,
almostien tmes the amount
now needed by the schools
t0 balance their budget
Some obsarvers still remerm-
ber that one year the schoal
system received an addition-
al windfall of $14 million in
funding which hMecintyre and
the former board spentin a
singe night

A free-sperding superin-
tendent and penny-pinching
mayor were certain 1 butt
heads and Mcintyre's pen-
chant for using one-time

[ &

money in his budget as a
continuing expense began
to rankle both the mayor
and the county commission.
Mecintyre finally resorted ©
pushing adoption of the larg
est property tax increase in
Knox County's history, aided
dally by the Knoxville News-
Sentinel and a $50,000
advertising campaign
orchestrated by the Cham-
ber of Commerce. Big-busi-
ness types like now-gubsma-
torial candidate Randy Boyd
came 10 urge commission-
ars 10 do the rightthing” by
increasing property taxes

_Continued on page 4
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