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Separate Ethics Complaints Filed
Against Brad Anders and Lee Tramel

By Mike Steely

Tha Knox County Law
Depariment has confimed
that two ethics complainta
have been filed. One
complaint invplved Knox
County Mayor candidats
Brad Anders and the other
iz against Knox County

Sheritf candidate Les
Trame|

EBoth candidates are
being backed by current
Sheritf). ), ones. who has
attacked their opponents in
campaign ads and ini@met
poats

Powel| resident Bruce
Willlame = charging that

Commissioner Bob Thomas meets the press |

Anders accepted gifts and
plays on the Rural/Meto
Ayribulance gplf wam ofien
and then voied o extend
that company's contract &
yaar bafom ilwasdues L be
renewed

Tramel i3 charged by
retired Police investigator
Don Wiser with viplaton of

m
g the

il afan ethics comp

federal and atate law for
campaigning while on duty,
in urEform, usir i
owned car to campaign
and wsing his positon with
the sheriff'sdepartment o
further his campaign

Sherift Jones has
obviously put Tramel
out front publicly as

against Jn'lrnd'(.'lmmhsi\nmr

Charles Busler. Thomas is o candidate for Knox County Mayor and has sald all along that this issue was nothing more

than a poli

al attack by his opponents in the currend election.

Ethics committee dismisses complaints
against Busler and Thomas

By Mike Steely
ateelymieknoxforus.com

Whan is it not wise 1 maks an
ethica complant?

ANSwEr I ¥OU EANL POV 1T

That's what happenad whan the Kr

¥ about & golf tournament that
ymas and Busler 0ok partin, He T

wa3 unable 1o prove the allegations
and only ethica member Barbara

handlar wotsd 1 uphold the com
plaint

renewal

@sult ot the h
that Bannatt may be liab
all expanses incurmed by the cow
and that Thomas and Buslar may now
a3k the county

10 repey ther stormey

ty Ethics Commitise voted Vmenwene sccused by Bennett  fees aa well
10 dismiss charges against Commis. a @i card and playing  Following the dismissal of char ges,
sipners Bob Thomas and Charles Ambulance Golf Team  Busber and his wife prayed together

Bualer Fday in August

The complant was made by faled  bath
former county commizsion candidate
and current Circuit Court Clerk canch-
date Richard "Bo” Bannetl, which he
basad on a Kngxville News-Sentinel

Bennett alsp accuzed
tham for voling against tha
early renewal of the

o & confract with the
Thomas and Busler denied
to voie againat the

al/Metrg

and lettthe maeting withgut making
a slaemeant

Thomas, a candidate for county
miayor, met with the madia Dlgwing
the dismissal and said that charges

Conti d on poge 4

the apokeazman for the
department on varous
iwsues in order © help his
campaign

The complaints will be
thomoughly ivestigated by
the law depariment and
aveniually be passed along
w0 the ethics commities

When asked,

County Law Dwector Bud
Armastrong said, The

department will o

s

rvasliga Lion

L T

firlinigs 1o the Know Cowrty
Ethics Commyii@e a8 3000
&3 poasible *

Board Decides to
Postpone Vote on
2018-19 Budget

¥onox

By Anne Primm
tha final vote on Regu
Knox County Board lar Agenda item 11E-To
of Educaton Chair Patti approve the Fiscal year

Beunds walcomed local
officials in attendance
al the baginning of the
board's regular rl'ealul.\,
last Wednesday
wara. Commissior
man Rar lith, Cme-
onars Dave Wr ght
fym Gill; City Coun-
cil raprasantatives Staph-
anie Walch, Lauren Rader
and Gwan McKenzie
County Education Asso-
ciation Prasident To
Coatas, Lydia MoCoy
UTK, and Knox County
Trustee Ed Shouss
Changss © the agends
included postponing rec-
OENON Of both Fafradut
and Bearden High School
Dance team= Deputy
Law Director Gary Duplar
requested withdraw-

¥a

of

al of item 7.0 Tom
the &S and Contracts
Agenda

Mext, Sixth District

Raprasantative Tarry Hill
proposed to postpone

2019 Knox County Board

of Education Genaral

Purpose Budget at the
Major Category Level for
$483 3 )00, This

proposal was sacondad
by Fourth Cestrict Repre-
sentative Lynne Fugate
Hill

stated that she had
ctad State Repra-
@ Eddie Smith

regarding soma of tha
specifics of state funding

RTl. Reprassniative Sn
said his did not have
the numbers but would
obtan them as 300n as
possibke and ot back 10
Sivth Deatrict Repressnts-
tve Hill. For this resson

Hill wantad 10 postpone
the vote until the board
has a clearer picture of
e amountof stata fund-
ing that will be avalable
Firat District Repremsan-
1ative Gloria Deathrx

School Budget Pandemonium

By Focus Staff

There was pandemonium
wng of the

aighty-sever 'IIT‘-""‘EGJ‘;IF"d

night. The board patently
listened © everyone ior 7 %

mat n Doth work
lar sessions 1o discuas the
budget proposed by Super
inendant Bob Thoma
homas and the beard are
facing a $3.5 million short:
fall. Having litde choxs but
o recommend cuta, Thomes
proposed  cutting  back
spandingon magnet schooks
and Project
ommendation brought out
a crowd from Knonvilla's
inner city and no fewer than

hours, remsinng in Session
untl 1230 am

The school system,
avary othar dapar tmant and
agency of govemment, must
send over a budget for the
inspaction of Kr county
Mayor Tim Burchett and the
County Commission. Much
of tha shortfall has w© do
with two thinga habitus
evarspanding by the schood
sysiem and incressed costs
for empioyes insurance and

2018 Ford FlL‘i'i_UII;-:- -'§1 9r,99n5‘
77 Ny LL POWER o
e RAY

ARNER

Pricw ckes 4355 Sack e Pl . g o (e WAL
Pl Ly e w-r-cd- S Chadn A ity P o

ik

fu mu g teachers’ pal

FoLting:
aupportad overspending
hool system’s budget
W the reign of tormer
'zurErnln'EwJ:nt bm heintyre,

was e firstinery the Board
coukd not e held resporsi
bl for the shortfal After sl
whocould have reseen the

GO Of NSUrance Pramums
creased pen-

raing and

n a8 the board could

ot have possibly anticipat
adsuch fateful avents so the
county commisson should

b arakad by the board o just
Prowick moene mcw-
rcige seemed no
the board having Lc- croms
the street from the Andrew
Johreson Bullding o the: City
-County Bulding was & tacit
admisson the board cannot
manage itSown gt

forwnately, the « Ty
COMMISHONArs g acule
Iy aware of tha continual
overspending by the school
systam during Mcintyra's
adminstration. Estimates
rangs © as much as §60
million in ovarspand
during Mcintyre's admiinis-
tration. One thing is certain
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Realror/Froker
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:|l.|r|l 14 l':— last tao years of

i the sct
:wer"nm. by 33"‘ m |I|r.‘l
almost e
rigw rchict Ly the :J::I{)Cl:i
o balance their budgst
Soeme observers sull remam:
bar that o year the school
system received an addivon-
al wincfall of $14 milkon in
funchng which Meintyra and
the former board spent in a
snga night.

A frea-spand

tendant and penny-pinching
Mmiayar wars certain 1 butt
haads and Mcintyre's pan-
chant for using one-ume

ount

monay in hes by

dac—L as a

ard the C:!lllll" commizson

M resoried ©
P -Jd.x tion of ths lang
est property tax increase in
Ko County's hisiory, aded
aly by the Knowvilks News
Sentinel and a §50.000

Commerce. Big-busi-
e like now-gubema-
torial candidate Randy Boyd
Came I Wrge commission-
ars 1o Ho the rght thing” by
increasing property lanss

—Lontinued on page 4
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