City budget
passes but
with some

questions

By Mike Steely
steelymaknonfocus.com

Mayor Madeline Rog-
end's proposed city budget
paased on final reading
Tueaday &3 well aa & three
parcant emgployee pay raese
and funding fpr the wari-
cus city departments. The
passingof the proposal did
nol go without questions
from citizens and Council-
woman 3eema Singh Paraz
who questioned the
ance of $36 millicn in
bonds

5 al paople spoke
N tawor of ths Dud@et and
several spoke against it
The oppositon mainly
focused on only Dudgsting
$2.5 million for Communi-
ty Davelopmant whiks alio
cating $10 million o creats
&5 gatewsay entrance 1 the
Urban Wildermess at the
and of Jamas White Park-
way

Pamz askad if aach iwm
would coma back before
the council for approval
Finance Director Jim York
said that the city will issus
$55 million in new debt
bonds mest year 1o inchude
funds for & new “Safety
Center” for police and fire
departments on Knox-
ville Collegs property and
$9 millon for renovatons
st the Civic Colssum and
Audittnum

Wayor Macd Agero
said the funding won't all
be spantin the coming year
and the approval allows the
city 1o get stared on those
projects.

That's a gréat daal of
money, | juat wanted o
confirm that we wil be
rvolved,” Perez said

“There are a Iptof stepa
alpng the way,” York said

Peraz joined the othar
councd members in approw-
ng the budget once she
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Parkridge historic expansion mi

By Mike Steely
steelymesimonforus.com

The failed plan © extend
the hisionc owerlay 2oning
o all of Parkricgs was on
the agenda Tuesday at
city council, Because the
council had voted 1© post:
pone any decizion for 120
days the iem automati
cally reappsarad on thaer
sgenda but was dead on
v

City Atorney Charlas
Swansen toid the council
that any planning commes-
Si0n recuast must s acted

onin 120 days and that it
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Now offering online
auchion services
Fountain City Auction

for all of yor uction meeds

(865)604-3468
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Take One!

May 29, 2018

Matlock opens Knoxville campaign office

tate Represantative hmmy Mat

lock and hiz wife, Dean, give

thumbs up at the opening of the
WMatiock for Congreaa Campaign offce
Saturday morning at 1645 Downiown
West in Knouville, Dozens of people
ncluding electad offce holders and
candidaites came by © hear the can-
didate and celebrate the opening
The campagn announced earlier this
| month that outgoing Congressman
Jimmy Duncan is endorsing Matock
n the race © replace ham in Washing
won, Photos by Mike Swely

Hungry for Gold! The Powell Lady Panthers playfully bite down on their championship medals to see if they're for real after defenting
Walker Valley 2-1 in the TSSAA state softball towrnament Friday wight in Murfreesboro, See story on Powell and other coverage from Spring
Flimg XXV in Sports ¢ Recreation, Section C,

had been 222 days since
the MPC voted 10 extend
the historic overlay thera

“This miatier & dead and
will have 10 start all over
again with the planning
commission,” he said, The
proposal may not be as
dead as some thought

Coul oman Lauren
Ridar said 5ha lives in an
H-1 historic overlay reigh-
borhood and sad that the
Parkridgs naighborhood
i3 being pummeled with
offers 1o buy up property
thara

‘H-1 can sddress that

S (e el sis o el et
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and something needs o
D clone,” she S

“What happens is that
they buy small homes
for $50.000, bump it out
and sall it for $300.000.°
Racler saed, addng that the
ranovaled and expanded
homes are not compatible
with the historic nesghbor
el ]

Opponenta  feared
axpanding the historic
dasignation 0 the antire
neighborhood would harm
small home rantars on
fixed incomes. Threa citi-
zens spoke in favor of the
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ght not be dead

designation and three
spoke aganst

Swanson alsg seid the
prohibiton of demelition
in Parkridge axpires next
menth and may come back
for rengwal

Mayor Madaling Roge o
recalled the original his-
ioric owerlay proposal and
e division it causad in
the neghborhood, She
said the city has had eight
maatings with residants in
Parkridge alongwith Coun-
cilwoman Gwan Mckarzia
and Dabilsa Sharp, disctor

Expanding the higtoric overlay in the Parkridge
Nedghborhood in East Kmoxville returned to the agenda of
cify council Tieesday but time has expired and the matter
can't be approved.
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