By Pete Gawda

Flans ware unveiled
recently for the newest
additon to Knguville's ower
1,000 acrea of wurban wil-
darness when a block
party was held at the
zouthern end of James
White Parkway, the site of
the proposed Urban Wilkder-
ness Gaeway Park

Flans for the park include
amenities such as a land-

Cresk Preserve and at the
southern end of James
White Parkway, parking
pedestrian and bike path-
ways and trails, a bike park
addivonal children’s rature
play areas, a rock climbing
wall under the overpass
and improved connec tivity
o extsting neighborhoods,
businesses, achools and
the planned EMX facil-
ity at South-Doyle Middle
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councilwoman Staphanie
Wialch, whose South Fnox-
ville district includes the
area of the park. She said
that when she firat came 1o
Enoxwille i 15895 she dis
covered what she called
‘s road 1D nowhere.” at
James White Parkway. AL
that e she thought the
end of the parkway would
make a good park and now,
23 years |ater, she said
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Plans unveiled for Gateay Prk

park. “One of the things |
like about Knoxville s how
engaged our commumiy
=" Welch=aid

“Thiz gateway park iz
ours © shape and create,”
szsertad Febskah ). Mont:
gomery, who oversees
urban wilderness proj-
ects for the city. She aad
that conceptual plans are
being formed and plan-
mers wanted i hear from
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SAVE THE DATE!

Boak Signirg Party
for Rasie Moore's new
book “Lowve Anytime”
Fin City Lians Elub
5345 N Broadwa y
Tuesday, June 19
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acaped access point and
gatharing space at Baker

Schood

“It's @ big day” sad city

they were officially startng
the process 1o create that

e peope

What makes
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Menibers of the Walter P! Taylor Boys and Girls Club select their gifts af a recent Christanas in June parly. The presents were donated by the
Friendly Readers Book Club, The book club also sponsored a citywide biis tour for the children on Saturday, ine 2,

Local bus tour exposes

By Ken Lay

Several local retired educators and profes-
sionals from the Friendly Readars Book Club
hosted o histonical bus tnp for some area chil-
dnen recently

The Friendly Resders and the Walter P Taylor
Boys and Girls Club hosted a bus our that
showed the clul: mambers scme parts of the
hiztorical ¥nowville landacape on Saturday,
Jure 2

Thas 1our want past Knexville Collegs, e
Alex Haley Status on Dandndge Awenus and
want through parts of Downtown Knoxville,
othar parts of East Knowville, Lonsdale and
Mechanicaville

Ther tour was partof the Educational Strat-
agies 1 Combat Anticipated Prison Entrance
SCAPE) Program, which employs innovative
stratagies © halp keap innercity youthowt of
tha prison system

The Frendly Readers Book Club adoptad
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the Walter P Taylor Boys and Garls Club nearly
two decades ago. The club began the ESCAFE
Program in 2016 after viewing a presenta-
on by author, associa®e professor and civil
nghts activist Michelle Mexander, who wrote
“The New lim Crow. Mass Incarceration in the
Age of Colorblindness,” which was published
n 2010

At that presentation in Nashville, Alexandar
challenged the audence 10 changs the epi
damic of incarcaration

S0 the 11 retired educ stors and profession-
ats who comprise the Friendly Readers Book
Cludty wiartl 1o work

“We adopted the Walter F. Taylor Boys and
Girls Clubsome yaars ago and our objective s
o influsnce thess young peopks by exposing
them © educatonal and community involve-
mant,” said Geraldine Taylor, a retired sduca
tor in Knox County, who remains an advocate
for the community’s youth

youth to city history

The recent bus tour was guided by hisionan
Bob Booker, who explaned the significance
of the various stops, which included old Knox-
ville High School, old Knoxville General Hos-
pital (now Serene Manor) Lonsdale Ebemen
tary School, the Green Magnet Acadamy, the
Beaumont Community, Sam E. HIll Blementa
ry Schoots. Cal Johrson Pasrk and Recreation
Canter, Danny Mayfeld Park, Maynard Elemen-
School, the Cansher YMCA, Vine Magnet
Middle School and Edward Cothren Pool

Booker said that he was privieged t© nar-
rate the our

“Wa have kids tday who am batwean the
ageaof five and 12 ° Bookerzaid “Wewsantio
show them part of their community and hei-
tage This is important but they may not fully
grasp all of the oday

“Thay may come back latar and than that
light bulb goas off and thay remamber baing
here ”
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A W’Hﬂlﬂﬂﬁ of the proposed Urban Wilderness Gate-
way Park showing its conmection via greenway to Baker
Creek Preserve,

Amplified
busking,
goats, and
shopping
center
changes

Mike Steel

Busking = a tam
usad for entertain-
ing in pubdic, afan with
missic or ather perfor-
mance, and it is more or
lass lagal in downtown
Fnouville. You've prob-
ably 3sen these perform-
&rs at Market Souare,
in Happy Holler or other
places arcund own

The city council dis-
cuased imiting loud
spaaker amphtcation
of those performanc-

&a on public property
and fightolways Tues.
day and peasad, on
firat reading, 10 do a0

Coune aman Launen
Rider 3aid sha haa been
geting a lotof com-
meits about amplifed
performers recently

Police Chief David
Rausch sad that the
police can respond
callz and gve a warming

“To me this is intar fier-
ing on the First Amend-
ment,” Councilwoman
Saema Singh-Pamz said

Rausch rephed, "We
are proteciors of the
First Amendment, this
doesn'tinirings, 1Ts
Just the manner "

“It could have unin-
ended consequences,”
Singh-Parez repled

The police chief said
that performers can get
a panmil Tor amplification
at the police department
and indicated the parmit
miay be without charga

Rick Emmett, down-
Town coordinator,
called the no-ampli-
fication ordinance a
“smartidea’ © maka
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