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Bystamders smap pictures with their phones as county officials and students cut the ribbon to open the new Gibbs Middle School Tuesday. Pictured from lefi, Knox County 2nd
District School Boand representative lennifer Owen, Law Director Bud Armstrong, 6th District BoE member Terry Hill, County Connnissioners Bob Thomas and Charles Busler,
BoE Chair Patti Bounds, 8th District BoE represemtative Mike McMillan, Mayor Tim Burchett, Gibbs Middle School principal Cindy White, Superintendent Bob Thomas and

Connmissioner Dave Wright.

A Triumph of Convictions

27-year wait ends as ribbon is cut on
new Gibbs Middle School

By Richie Beeler

Desira is one thing. Con-
viction I8 quita andther
When Knox County offi-
cials cut the ribbon on the
new Gibba Middls School

last Tussday, it was much
more than the dedication
of a building. For the Gibbs
community it was the cal-
ebration of a vieory

The opaning of the facil-
ity marka the first time a

micidla sc

hool has axisted

tha art buikding made soma

without Mike McMillan averything one could

n the Corryton zip cooe
since 1991, whan Gibbs
Midddle was closed a3 part
of & system-wide desagre-
gation plan by Knax County
Schoots. Although 27 years
wias tar 00 long for Gibbs
residents 0 andure its
stmance, the new state of

el like it was almost worth
the wait

t was the alection of
Mk M Millan 1 e Fno
County Board of Education
in 2010 that restarted the
fight 1 budd & new Gibbs
Middle School. Mayor Tim
Burchett cheerfully admits

“thera would b2 No new
Gibbs Middle School” It
was amsy to ses McMillan
was aspecially happy at
tha riblson cutting caramao-
ny and his ayes twinklad
with delight W greated
friand= and naighbors

The new zchool is

have hoped for, the first
reom  one encountars
aftar antering the building
is the gymnasium. Spa-
cious, fully equipped, and
adormed with ewarything
“Gibks” including the giar
G on the wall, tha gy

— Continue an page 2

Hardin Valley Middle School opens its doors wﬂh nbbon—cutlmg

By Ken Lay

Hardin Valley Kiddle
School officially opened
Twasday aftarmoon. The
achool had its nbbon-cut-
ung juat hours atier Gbba
Whddle had its opaning cer-
amony

Boy Scouts fom Troop
246 ramsad tha flag on one of
Knox County's newest cam-
pusas, which will gpen its
doors 1o students on Auglst
8 and will house 1,200 st
dents on the first day of the
fall ssmastar

The achool's cheer squad
cut the ribbon and led the
Piedge of Allegance, Savaral
schood boand mesmbe rs wene
in atiendance along with
a number of elected offi-
cials, inchu ¥nox County
Maar Tim Burchatt and o
MIMESCNers

Enox County Schools
Superintendant Bob Thomas
said he was excited 10 see
both Gibbs and Hardin Valley
apen thair doors © a com-
bined 2000 middie school
siudants

“Thes is a uniqus and
anciting day for us because
wa have & chance o opan

Hardin Valley Middle School cheerleaders cut the ribbon to afficially open one of two new schools in Knox Cownty, From left, Knox County Mayor
Tien Burchett, County Commissioners Randy Smith and Brad Anders, éth Disivict BeE member Terry Hill, Superimendent Beb Thomas, Hardin
Valley Middle School principal Cory Smith, BoE Chair Patti Bounds, 5th District BoE member Susan Horn, and Commisgioners Evelyn Gill and

Bob Thomas,

two new schools in one
day,” Thomas sad. "It's nice
D sa8 Owr Sludants hare
and excited. They look like
thvry're ready 1D star 1schood
omarrow, but well gve
them a few mone weeks "
Hardin Walley Middie
School, lecated behind
Hardin Valley Academy, &t
2280 S1eale Road features
state-ofthe-art Bchnology,
including & media canter,
acoustically designad
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choral and band roome and
mouon-cetecting lights in all
of its classnoms.

Burchett noted that
Harcin valey Mdde School
would complate the educa-
tional experience for at-
dants in one of Ko Coun-
1y's Pt SrOMang Comimiu-
nites

Tm a proponant of adu-
cation. My parents weare
educators,” Burchett saxd
“Hardin Valley i one of ths

rapidly gowingeommunites
in Knox Courty, This school
raally rounds out the com
munity.”

Andars, who recresents
e community on thea
¥nox County Commission,
agread

“Hew. students can g0 1o
elementary school, midde
school and high school
and they can geta Master's
Degrea at King University,”
Andaers said  “Thay can do
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thie, all in the same neigh-
borhood ™

Cory Smith was appoint:
«ed principal of Hardin Valley
Widdhe, and like Thomas,
her's eacited 10 s8a he new
achool open its doors

“This is an exiting day
for us,” Smithsaid. T woukd
ik 1o we leome everybody T
Hardin Valkey Middle School
This r3 an awesomea facibty
We have a grest gym, great
classreoms and a great

media canter

“But bricks don't make
a school. s the Bachers,
the students and the admin-
Isiravon. We have some
things 1o calebrate and
feel fortunet and thank-
ful 10 have this opporiumi-
ty. The physical building s
now dome. But we have a
lotof work 1o do. Mow, its
all about gatting schadules
and other things ready for
our studants.”
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