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Blackburn opens Knoxville campaign office

By Pete Gawda

Marsha Blackburn, who currently repee
zarnts Tennesses in the U 5 House of Rep-
resentatves, i3 running for U, 5. Senate She
opened har Knoxille ¢ ampaign offics, located
at 1601 Western Avenue, on Saturday, luly 28
with a ribbon cuttng ceremony and apsech-
a5 by Tennesses Leutenant Governor Randy
McNally, 3tate Representative lason Zach-
ary. former Knox County Commissionar Mike
Hammond as well as the candidate herself
A large crowd of well-wishers was in atten-
dance mcluding candidates for other offces
and other electad officials. State Represen-
tatve Bill Dunn led the Pledge of Allegance
and Rev. Clarence Sexton of Temple Bapost
Church offered a prayer

“Faslure 0 elect Marsha = not an option,”
Hammond sad. He prased Blackburn o help-
ingeliminate the state incoma tax in Tennes-
see and her commitment 1o family values

“She's a Ngher,” said Zachary, "That's what
we nead in the Senate.” He said the faith com-
I will D SUREOrOng her Decause of her
gt i ifie

“We've got o make sure we heve aconser
valve vo i@ In the Senaw.” Zachary sakd 3 he
called for “all hands on deck 10 make sure Sha
is the next Senator from Terneases

| am comng a5 a force 1or consearyvative,
pesitive changs,” Blackburn avowes . "W will
newer have a 3tate income tax in Tennessss *
She said that snce 2002 thanks in part ©
har afforts, Tennassaans can daduct sales
tax from their tederal income tax, resulting in
substantial Savings on Lax paymants

“Ternesssans want a consarvative in the
U 5 Senatewho will 3tand with the president
and vote yas' for fadaral court judges,” Black-
burn said

“The Democrats say there is & blue wave
swesping the country,” Blackburn said, “Whan
it reaches Tennessss it will crash against the
rad wall *

Refarring o past slactions victories, she
said, “We won becauss people ware with us
and our policses ware night”

°| nead your halp 30 we can win thes race,”
Blackburn concluded, asking her supporiers
w0 knock on doors and make Wlephons calls

When asked by The Focus why she wanted
o run for the Senate, Blackburn aaid that the

Marsha Blackburn, flanked by Licutenant Governor Randy McNally, Charlie Severance and
state Representative fason Zachary, cuts the ribbon to open her Knoxville headquarters last
Saturday,

Sanats is currently so nonproductive that it
is & dissarvice 10 taxpayers. She said that
mamber of the House repealsd ODamacane
but the Senate faled 10 act She said the
House sant 800 billz 10 the Sanats that the
Sanate ded NOt a1 0N Shé Sald the people
wantthe Sanate w ba mone productive Black-
burn pledgsd to reduce the size and scops of
e Secliral @DVErNMEnt and 10 cut Spending
Blackburn iz & native of Masissippi and &
graduste of Misamsippi State Univeraity. She
worked har way thiough college by sellng
booka for the Southweatern Comnary, even-
tually bacoming a 3ales manager for that

company. She moved on B sarve a3 Direc-
tor of Retail Fashion and Spacial Events for
the Castner Knott company Later Blackbum
foundad Markating Strategias, which focusas
an the ratail markstplacs

Elackburm began her elected sarvice n
1908 a3 a Tennesses State Sanator. In 2002
sha waz electad 10 the U 5. Houss of Repra-
SANTALVES TTOM TennessSes’s Tth Congressio-
nial District whars 2hs currently hokds & seaton
the House Energy and Commerce Commities

Blackburn and hisr husband Chuck lives in
Williamzon County and have two grown chil-
dren and two grandacns

IDB board members chosen by commission

By Mikes Steely
steelymsknaxfocuscom
It ook a few votes but three
citizens were chpsan by the
Fnox County Commission last
week D 3arve a3 direciprs of
the Industrial Development
Board of the Health, Bducation
and Houming Facility Board
The |DE board or direc-
tors sarve for six years and

after several nominationa the
commiasion chose 10 reap-
point Paul Fortenaio and add
Michael George and Tiffa
ny Gardenar 0 the boands
Six ot nine wotes were
recuired and the sslec-
tion ook saveral rounds
The |08 undertakes fimanc-
Ing and development of proj-

acts 0 promota industry, rade,

commerce, Dunam and recre-
ation, and housng construc-
tion, It 3erves as a non-recounae
conduit lender for taxable or
tax-fraa financing for industr-

al projects. They admindier a
Cournty, a tax aba@mentor Pay-
ment-in-Lieu-0fTax (PILOT) pro-
@gam, Tax Incremeant Financing
{TIF)yand undertakes the ssu-
ance of revenue bonds (Bonds)

on behalf of Fnox County

Todd Napier, CEQ0f the |08,
1old the commeasigners that |DE
bpard member nommneses are
chosan for thesr backgrounds
and skill 3sta and are contact-
ed o see T ey will 3srve

In other action the commis-
=si0ners posiponed until their

— Confinue on page 2

Historic

overlay
mediation
orientation

set for today

By Mikes Steely
steelpmaknet ocuis. e m

After more than a year
of disagreement in the
Parkridge neighborhood
over expanding the historic
overlay there, the city =
calling & meating to begin
madiabon for both sides

This Monday, July 30
from & untl 8 pm. Debbe
Sharp, the EKnoxville
Meighborhood Coordinator,
3 asking residents on both
Sichs Of T iSSue 1© atlend
a Community Mediation
mEetung. Theé maesung
at the @°Connor Senior
Canter, will inform residents
about what tha Community
Madiabon Canlar does and
how the mediation process
woirks.

The actual mediation
process will begin ata later
date and anyons can sign
up for those sessions at the
OrConnor mesting

Email invitations for
the Monday mediation
origntation were sent
t  various Parkridge
homecrwnars

“ENce we meton June 27
tha Community Madiation
Canter has come up with
@ strategy for mediaton.”
Sharpnotified homeownars

Opponents of the historic
Crvilflay @ CONCamad alout
rastrictions on repainng
non-historic homes, the
axpanse involved and
possible gentrification a3
a result of property valees
within such a dstrict
increasing

Proponents of the
hisonc desgnation point
tp added protections
3auch a designabon would
bring and have offered ©
help compensate poorer
homegwners on repairs
The matter divided the aast
Fnoooville nelghiborhood into
two camps and resulted
in Sharp stepping in by
request and oversaeing the
nelghborivood associabon
reQrganization

‘UpTown North’ proposed to brand area neighborhoods

gv Hikus‘nlym

40 at 1275 10 the 15540 nter

safe community that values its

"Fulton is the heartbeat of

There's & new concept being
decussed in North Knoxville,
one that is calchy and descnip-
tve, and certain © become very
popular

“UpTown Morth” s a brand
being introduced w0 neighbor-
hoods in the North Knaxville area
with boundaries extending from

woric area

Fountain Ci
4109 Central Ave Pike |
604-3468
For all your
Auction

Needs

change and Whithe Springs Road
on the east  The UpTown North
Eoranding comimitise is working i
il the s 1o cafine The unique
characer of this diverse and his-

The vision of UpTown North is
o promote North Knoxville as an
attractive, divarsa, commarcial-
Iy succassiul, family-fiandly and

history

Fulton High School

the new commitse

Auction

noxville, TN 37912
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George Bove, prasident of the
Horth Enoxville Business and
Professionals ASsociaton
The Focus the ides started with
NEEPA mamber Ara Rickman of
Rickman's
idea led © several meetings and
Bove named Rickman as chair of

Horth Knowville and wollld bs tha
cermear of this campaign.” Bove
said

“Wa raally nead w identi-
fy North Knoxwille as a distinct
area from other neighborhoods
such as downtown Knoxville and
Fountain City and are talking
with neighberhood groups about
sdopting the ‘UpTewn Nerth®

wold

lea

W would ke D See the

brand bacome an umbralla for

this en-tire area. 'We are look-

ing o create adestination,” Bove

sad

“There wers saversl o0d idexs

for a

nama but UpTown North'

was tha nama chosan because

it beat captured the iment of the

commities "
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