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By Ken Lay

Area Republicans celebrated abig
night at Thursday night's election
return party in the Tennessee Ball-
room of the Crowne Plaza Hotel.

The election broughtanend o a
pair of hotly tested primaries that
became contentious at imes. The
winners, however, are looking to
create unity for the party as it heads
into November's General Election

Glenn Jacobs, Tom Spangler and
Justin Biggs won general elections
Thursday and each called for unity

during their respective acceptance
speeches. Spangler, who will be Knox
County's nextsheriffdue 1o his victo-
ry over Lee Tramelin May's primary,
and Biggs won the At-Large Seat 11
on county commission.

Jacobs, who had a tough race in
May against Bob Thomas and Brad
Anders, won in alandslide over Dem-
ocrat Linda Haney and he'll succeed
Tim Burchett as Knox County Mayor
on September 1.

Burchett, who won the hotly-con-
tested primary for District 2 in U.S.

Congress, will face off with Democrat
and environmental activist Renee
Hoyos in November's General Elec-
ton

In the other hotly-contested race,
Bill Lee won the Republican gover-
nor's race, upsetting frontrunners
Randy Boyd of South Knoxville and
Diane Black.

Lee will run against Democrat and
former Mashwille Mayar Karl Dean

“We have 10 put aside our differ-
ences for the good of the country,”

— Continue on page 3

Students, parents and interested citizens lined up to tour the newly constructed Gibbs Middle School during Eagle
Fest, the grand opening of the school which was held on Friday, Aug. 3

Eagles of all ages flock to
Gibbs Middle celebration

By Pete Gawda

Since the eagle is the mascot of the new Gibbs
Middle School, it was only appropriate that a real, live
eagle be the featured guest at Eagle Fest, the grand
opening celebration of the newly constructed school.

Mr. Lincoln, a bald eagle, was the star of the event
which was held on Friday, August 3. The new school is
located at 7625 Tazewell Pike, near Gibbs High School
Eagle Fest was a fun occasion because, in addition ©
Mr. Lincoln, there was music, food trucks, and booths
representing various campus organizations and local
businesses and churches, as well as tours of the new
school

Clear Springs Baptist Church gave away hot dogs
served on Frisbees. The youth group from Fairview Bap-
tist Church had a booth with games for children. There
was araffle 10 benefitthe girls’ soccer team, and folks
could buy Gibbs T-shirts and other Gibbs merchan-
dise to show their school spirit. The brand new schoal,
which opens for classes on Wednesday, August8has a

Ethics Committee may change

Mr. Lincoln
is handled
by Spencer
Williams of
the American
Eagle
Foundation,
a nonprofit
dedicated to
protecting
the eagle and
other birds of

prey.

amongother amenities, awell-appointad band practice
room, artrooms, well furnished classrooms, a modern
media canter, an attractive cafetena, and an impres-
sive gymnasium and theater,

Everyone wanted to have their picture taken with Mr.
Lincoln who was hatched atthe American Eagle Foun-
dation's Eagle Mountain Sanctuary in Pigeon Forgs

Board of Education mulls
evaluations, Strategic Plan

By Anne Primm

All nine representatives
attended Wednesday's
Knox County Board of Edu-
cation work session, as was
Hannzh Selph, the student
representative. Chairwom-
an Patti Bounds began the
meating by reporting a few
changes to the annual cal-
endar: the Tuesday, Octo-
ber 16, 2018 school board
meeting has been changed
© Wednesday, October 17,
2018 and a November 14,
2018 meeting has been
added. On September 5,
201 &, there will be a special
called meating of the board
where a new chairperson
and vice chairperson will ba
elected. The new board will
assume theirdutieson Sep-
tember 12, 2018, Bounds
concluded her remarks by
welcoming all the teachers
back as August 1 was the
firstday of the school year
for teachers

Minth District Represanta-
tive Amber Rountree made
a motion 10 add a discus-
sion about prekindergarten
and kindergarten evalua-
tion after the Superinten-
dent's Report. Her motion
was seconded by Fifth Dis-
trict Representative Susan
Horn, The motion carried.

Superintendent Bob
Thomas anngounced the
appointment of Daniel

Champion as the princi-
pal of Knoxville Adaptive
Education Center. Thomas
announced that August
7, 2018 will be Student
Crientation Day for sixth
and ninth graders at their
respective schools. Lastly,
Mr. Thomas welcomed, in
advance, all students back
to school on August &,
2018.

The next item to be
addressed was Roun-
tree’'s addition to the
agenda regarding Kinder-
garten Portfolio Assess-
ment. Rountree identi-
fied an evaluation systam
used by the State of Ten-
nessee as flawed ™ Thisis
unfortunate for our teach-
ars, stated Rountree and
requested that Superinten-
dent Thomas write a firmly
worded letter 1o the Tennes-
see Board of Education or
to Candace McQueen paint
ingoutthe unfaimess of the
SCOrNg procedures.

Eighth District Repre-
sentative Mike McMillan
expressedstronger feelings
than some of the other rap-
resentatives by calling the
Tennessee Department of
Education Tncompetent”

‘It's time we said it”
declared McMillan. “And
yes, Mr. Thomas should
draft a strongly worded

__Continue on page 3

Surprises in Thursday’s election

procedure rules Wednesday

By Mike Steely
steelym@knoxfocus.com

For the second time in recent years
the Knox County Ethics Committes is
considering changng its rules of pro-
cedure, Complaints against three com-
missioners and a sherff’s candidate
duringelection season is prompting the
ethics group to corsider changes that
would prohibit complaints filed by citi-
zens from being considered within 60
or 80 days of a pending primary or gan-
eral election

The committes is also looking at plac-
ing a one-year time limit on filing ethics
complaints againstcounty officials and

candidates.

The major changs in procedure being
considered when the committes mests
Wednesday at 30 a.m. is allowing
ethics decisions 1© be determined by
a majority (7 of 9) members presant
Currently it takes a unanimous vote ©©
find an ethics violation,

The committee may also consider
requesting an interview with people
making the complaint prior © a public
hearingon the matter and the commit-
tee may voie 1 allow the chairman ©
require documents and other evidence
prior 1o a hearing

By Mike Steely
steelym@kn oxfocus.com

Even the day-long rain didn't stop Knox
County from voting in the August 2nd Pri-
mary and General Election Atotal 81,165
voters cast ballots, close © the estimates
hoped for by the Knox County Election
Commission. Of those, 45 547 were early
or absentee votes. Chris Davis, assistant
administrator of the election commis-
sion, told The Focus Friday morning that
the Democratic Party came outin force”
and offered the voters more cancdidates in
more contasts than in many years.

Probably one of the biggest surpris-
es was the victory of Justin Lafferty for
the Republican nomination in House Dis-
trict 89. Lafferty bested two well-known

political figures, former state Sena-
tor Stacey Campfield and former Sher-
Iff Tim Hutchison. Lafferty pulled 30% of
the party vote, Hutchinson got 26% and
Campfield got 21%.

Lafferty, a Farragut High School and UT
graduata, goes on © face Democrat Col-
leen Martinez in the November election.

Libertarian Republican, insurance agent
and professional wrestler Glenn Jacobs
handily defeated Democrat Linda Haney
to become Knox County Mayor, That victo-
ry gamered a lotofstate-wide and nation-
al atiention. Oddly enough the larger Dem-
ocrat Party turnout gave Haney 26,224
votes in the race compared w fellow Dem-
ocrat Phil Bredesen's 21,918 votes in his

— (Continued on page 2
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ROBBI
CLEANERS

Comforters, Drapes, Quilfs & More
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Full Service Dry Cleaner & Laundry
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-

2018 Ford F150

$27,900

4x4, Regular Cab, 3000 miles
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