Fngx County At-Large Commia-
aipners Ed Brantley and Bob Thomas
held their final Commissionars” Hight
Out at Wnght's Cafetena Thuraday
‘Whenelected, Ed and Bob promised
w0 be avalable t0 all citzens. This
waa their 43rd conaecuive monthly
Ed & Bob Night Out in Knox County

Ed and Bob atways falt that @ing
out 1 the citizens eases the strain
on those who, Decause of work, com-
mitments, financial situation or the
distance 10 the City-County Bullding,
cannot atlend fgular commeasion
meatings

Ed and Bob will be honored 1OF  Kuexville Focus Publisher Steve Hunley, cenmier, visils with Af-Large Conumissioners
Ed Brawmtley, left, and Bob Thomas, right, at Ed and Bob’s last Conumissioners’ Night Owut
Thursday evening at Wright’s Cafeteria.

thair work and service at the com
mission's regulsr mesting wnight

KCSD pension
dispute going
to court

By Mike Steely
steelym=kmomfocss.com

Shaoukd parsions for former and futune
Knon County Sheriths Department empicy-
eas carry 0n the vacation days that have
been added o pension calculations? Or
ahoulkd the pensions only include 75% of
thair ragular manthly salaries for the last
two years ssrved?

Thats the queston that will b Defong
Chancery Court on Friday, Saptambar 7
Bacsums the Knox County Law Department
cannat lagally Sus adivision of Knoo County
tha |aw dirsctor hired an outsids firm o
aue the Penmon Board for including thoss
urusad vacation days in calculatons. Tha
ditference could be thousandsof dollars in
inCressed peneon, some more than 85%
f thar salanes
Some rebring empigyees ane drawing the
increaaed amount and gthers prepanng
10 retire want to keep the ncrease. The
county, in effect, is suing it own Penzon
board

Atormey Harb Moncier spoke at public
forum durning the County Commission's

Conti on page 3
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Now offering online
audtion services
Fountain City Auction

(865)604-3468
fountaincity auction.com

Take One!
Avgust 27, 2018

thon needs

zonlng, sports
insurance and
new greenway
before city council

By Mike Steely
steel

Looks like & busy meeting i in store for
the Knoxville City Council Tuesday after-
noon The & pm. regular session may sse
dscugaicn from everything from finalizing
the new noisa ordinance to 2oning chang-
&3 tp awarding the contract for the new
Urban Wilderness Gateway Progect

MNeighbors along Hollyweod Road in
Fond Gap are expected 10 appear and
Plead with the council Not 10 pass. On a
final reading, spproval for an apartment
complex designed for 24 units per acre
T lpcal Romeowners, joined by the
Bearden Council and others, ocbjscted
o e first résding and then protesied
along the Busy connecior rosd recently

Canti

on page 3

Above, Protestors gather af Halls Elementary .!cﬁwni}mhynﬁ!mmn to profest Governor Bill Haslams “Lisiening Tour" regard-

ing a miyriad of problems with the state TNReady testing program for students. Below, Governor Bill Haglam, center, and Tennes-
see Department of Education Commissioner Condice MoQueen, left, listen to facilitator Wayne Miller during the lstening towr
session al Halls Elementary School.

Teachers protest Haslam’s ‘Listening Tour

By Focus Staff

“We ane all here for the same reason. It
S U working — what can wea do © maka
t batier? And if we don't make it better,

there iz gning to be a teacher crisia. The
néw intems are alrady ssengil” the col-
ectve wpices of unhappy teachers oid
The Focus a3 Governgr Bill Haslam kicked
off his sixstop kstaning tur last Friday at

Halls Elementary School
Educ ator and former executive director
Lanti d on page 2

Sale of Andrew Johnson Building on hold

By Mike Steely
pt

An agreement o 32l
the Ancirew Johrson Build:
ing has baan postponed
another 30 days by the
Knox County Commission
The matter has faced ques-
tiomz from the commis-
sion about the appraised
amiount beng much lower
than the offer and why
tha “par square foot” esti-
st could e tod low com-
pared 10 other downtown

properies  The purchase
ofter. for $8 millien, =
about half of the appraised
value

Commission Charman
Randy Smith wkd The Focus
he understands the delay
is bacause tha proposed
buyer, BNAAsa0cizEs LLC
wants to review tha latest
modified agraamant. Tarms
of the sale first appeared
on the agenda in July, how-
evar the sacond postpone-
ment wor't ba considerad
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During the work sassion
Commissionar Charles
Busler called on Superin-
endent Bob Thomas for an
updats on the saarch for a
new location. The Andrew
lehrson Building houses
the administration offices
of the school system and
any agreamant 1o sall the
historic building depsnds
on finding and preparing &

naw Ipcaton D mowe those
offices

Thomas sed the county
is ading the way o find
a locaton and ha 1S in a
converastion about the
posmble move. He asked
Finance Direcior Chris
Caldwell © comment

Caldwell wold the com-
missionars that 10w 15
Ipeations have been con-
sidered and the Ist has
bean narrowed down o
Tess than five™ that wousd

865-444-6034
www. AceExterminating.net
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work but added he doesn't
Teal comiortable about
discussing” the options
Asked about using the
old Rula High School prop.
erty Caldwell said it could
Cost up 0 $40 millicn 1
renovate the okd faciity
or possibly $15 milon if
a new building is added
thare. He said private and
county-owned propertes
are baing considared and
that licquid ating some o ther
county-owned sites could

!ﬂh-ﬂpd-ss

Three all-brick new homes

help ottset any cost

Busler said the search
could result in selling the
Andraw Johneon Building
for $6 million and than
replacing it with some
place that is "a bit more
axRpanSive "

Caldwell 3sid a move
could be 1 a facility of at
lsast 96,000 squars feat
with about 400 parking
spaces if it only relocates
the administration offices
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