The Blount Mansion, home of the only pm afﬂn
Territory South of the Ohio and future U, 5. Senator from
Tennessee, The house is original and open iv fours and
there’s @ musenm on the same grounds. Its af the south-
ern foot of the Gay Street Bridge.

www.knoxfocus.com
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Knouville'a 227th Birth-
day is Wednesday, Octo-
ber 3, and the Esst Ten-
nesses Hiatory Center and
Histonc Homes of Knomville
are hostng a luncheon at
1130 o celebrate

The Civil ‘War battles in
Eaat Termeszes wil be the
= subject of a presentation
by Steven E. Woodworth,
an American hisiory profes-
sor at Texas Chistian Uni-
warsity. City and county key
leaders have been invited
and Knouville's historic

R ST

Manzion,

properties wil be featured
in the celebration
Featured will be James
‘White Fort, John Sevier's
Marble Springs, Bloumt
The Ramasy
House, Crescent Bend
House and Gardens, and
Historic Westwood. The
evant bagins at 11:30
am, with lunch fgllpwing
st noon. WEIR's Robin Wil-
hoit will act as master of
ceremones for the event
Knoxville's history goes
much further back than the
city's founding. By 1787
James Whiwe was living on

a6 River
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Auestini-East High School is celebrating its 50th anniversary and alusini Fred Lowery was honiored by Mayor Madeline Rogero for his career,
swecess, and philanthropic efforts at last week's council meeting. Family members, fellow alumni, and the audience gave Lowery a standing

Rick

avation. State Rep i

Staples p

i a plague from Governor Bill Haslam. Pictured, left to right, are Cowicilwoiman Gwen

McKeuizie, M. Lowery, Mayor Rogero and Representative Staples. Lowery is saior vice president of Thermio Fisher in Boston, a world
leader in serving the science indusiry. . He continues to support the ALS Foundation, the Boys and Girls Club and his high school Alma

Muter,

Westland Drive developments highlight
zoning hearing at commission

By Mike Stealy
stedymaknoforus.com

Vacant land i3 becom-
Ing a prized possession In
Knox County and more and
more of the emply or almost
emply lots are prime Largsts
for development. Whather
or single homes, Dwnhous-
85, dUplexss OF apartments
the 2oning requests 1 build
on what was once agricul-
tural land fiow from develop-
&rs 1o the Metopolitan Plan-
ning Commession and then
tha Knox County Commission.

The housing boom in West
K County isr't limited 1o
Hardin Valley, Deans Hill, Laks-
ahore or along Pellissippi

Highwary, West and Drive mean-

ders from Lakeshora Park all
the way 10 rejoin that busy
sireet near Concond Park
Along the westwand trek it
crosses Morell Road, Ebene-
zer Road. and Pellssippi
Parkway. Along the way the
numbsr of housing subdivi-
si0ns and naighborhoods are
increasing and the number of
vacant sites ame shrinking

Last waak the county
comimission's Zoning hear-
ings saw three Wesiland
Drive proposals 10 increass
the denaity of homes along
tha onca rural route

Craig Allan was bafore the
COMMISSIoN asking © changs
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the zoning on the south side of
Weatland esst of 1-140 (Pellis-
sippi Parkway) from low den-
sity residential 0 Commercial

(CA) and Office Park (0A). Com-

messiones John Schoormiak-
af represants the area and
applauded the developer for
working with the neighbonng
communities in advance of tha
application. The proposal was
midified slightly, accordng ©
Schoonmakat, to satisty come
concerms prior o reaching the
commission. The changs was
recommanded by the plan-
ning commizaign in an 11-3
vots and was approved easily
Ly tha county commissionars
Eric Mossley for 5 & E

ASSINTATES

Properties asked for a change
from agricultural 1o plannad
resicential 1or @ small track
on 'Westland Dnve east of
Gothic Manor Way. The request
was © add 1/30f an acre 1o
an existing developmant for
up o & dwelling unita. The
reciuest had passed the MPC
with & unanimeus vote and
did 50 in the commission
Developer Scotl Davis has
plans 1o axpand a housing devel-
opment along Westand Drive
rortheastofl Haritage Lake Way
Ha wants 1o change the Plarmed
Residential Zoning there 1 allow
for 14 units per acra. Tha MPC
had vowed 1 dany the changs

the site and owning most
of the land that would
become the city. He found-
ad “White's Fort” on the hil
above where Firat Creek
enters the Holsion River,
now known as the Tennes-

The current James White
Fort is a reconstruction
of the original fort, using
agme logs fram the original
cabin which were stored
for years beipre the cur
rent fort was buill scross
tha James White Parkway
from its original loc ation

In 1790 North Carolina
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gave up its claims of land
west of the Allsghenies and
the “Territory South of the
River Ohio” was formad
President Georgs Washing
fon named William Blount
as territonial gowernor and
Blount chose 'White's fort
&8 hia capital. He named
the sattlement in honor of
General Henry Knox and
e own Site was surveyed
ard laidoff in lots by White

O thee hill abowe the river
a fortor blockhouse known
a3 The Barracks, was built

—Continued on page 2

Golfers
brave rain
to play for
Knoxville’s

Youth

By Ken Lay

A litthe rain couldn't dampen
apirits at the Rick Barnas Emar-
aid Youth Golf Classic Presantsd
by Regal aarly last week

Mans than 120 golfers braved
s0me intarmittant showers
w0 play In the toumament at
Holston Hills Country Club on
Monday, Sept 24. The tour-
nament, which has now baen
playad for two dacades, is one
of the largest fundraizers for
this Emrald Youth Foundation,
& ministry which strives to halp
the communitys youth largely
thiowgh Sports and aduc ation

“People come 1o play @if but
they reslze thia i3 about more
than just golf” Emerald Youth
Foundation Chief Exmecutive Offi-
cer Steve Diggaaaid “They know

that they are halping our Kids
and @lf iz & fun way for thess
people 10 gt inwolved

University of Temnessee men’s
basketball coach Rick Barmes
spent time with golfers carly last
week af the Rick Barnes Emerald
Youth Golf Classic Presented by
Regal. The tournament was held
on Monday, Sept. 24 at Holston
Hills Country Club, Barnes has
been  dmvolved  with Emerald
Youth Foundation since arriving
in Knexville. Photo by Ken Lay.
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