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Voting
totals could
surpass
2016
numbers in

Knox County
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“This is unheard of for
a mid-term,” Knox County
Election Adminstrator Clift
Fodgers wld The Focus

Tuesday is Election Day
in Tennessee and across
W COUNTTY @3 VOUBMS Cast
thair ballots for their picks
to hold public office. The
Chris Blue, winmer of season 12 of The Voice, honored Downa Smith with the Hwmanitarian turnout in the state has
Hero Awand. Swith works year-round holding purse sales, basket raffles anid runirige sells to already seen more than
raise fanals for the ameual event, This year those funds sponsored the Survivor VIP Room, 1 million voters and afwer

Survivors celebrated at oo o
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Iy high numbsr of people
voung may surpass the

10th Pink Ribbon Celebration "

Tanrasses has bean one

PHLTBLS BY SR ST EELT

Comedienne Leanne Morgan entertains the
packed house at the Grande Event Center
during lost Tuesday’s celebration. Morgan
appeared for the 10th year, reminding all
that even Hwough serions circumstances,
i anid langhrer are good medicine. WBIR's
Robin Wilhoit returned as well to emcee the
event.

By Rose King

Tha Grande Evam Centar was a saa of pink
Tueaday for Compassion In Acton's 10th
#nnual Gala, Tha Pirk Ribton Calabsatan. Of
the well over 500 attendses, mone than 200
Ereast cancer SuFVivors were gven VIP weat-
mantwith champagne punch, appetizers and
godia bagsin the Survivor Room bafors baing
usharad 10 their seats in the Grand Ballroom

“Tha avant bagan 10 ysars ago © honor
breast cancer survivors and rame funds for
the Compassaon in Action fund and has grown
‘ach year since. It's just amazingl” said Janing
Mings, founder of the arganization and celk
aranon. “Ths jUstwoUkin t bé possibie with
out an amazing eam of voluntsars, who meat
and plan for monthe, tabls decorators who help
ke e ballroom 50 beautiful and the spon
sorship from koo sl businessss, meadia outists
and dongra,”

Gaimes, prizes, sient aucuon and rathes

urexpactsd financial needs that anas whiks
patiants am undarging raatmant

Chris Blue headlined, bringing songs of
encouragemant and words of hope along
with sama hits from the past that baought the
packad howss 10 ther fest. In addition 1© an
anergenc and inspirational show, he ressnied
his Humaritarian Hero Award to Doona Smith
who lad har team 10 sponsor this year's VP
Survivor Room

“Whean Chins askad us for a nomination for
the sward, them was no doubt who our hero
187 said MInge, "DOoNNE works tnelessty all year
lang o raiss money and halp peopls through
Compassion in Action. She also helps in nurang
POTYES, VOITVIBGrS With Homeksss and provces
baskets for the homebound. Sha's like a litle
stick of dynamate working and gving all over the
COMWTWINTY. SIa's cartainly one Of imy heroes)”

Contributions © Compassion in Action, &
nor-profit organization, can be made o Com-
PASSon in Acton Corporation, 3201 Chantilly

brought excitement while rasing funda
help uninsured and under-
racaive bréast magng and meal some af tha

nasured women

Crive, Knoville, TH 37TELT You may atao find
them on Facebook or onling at www pinknb-
boncalabration com

Chancellor rules in favor of
mayor, county commission

By Mike Steely
steehyms knoxfocus. com

After several hoursof legal argu-

ments before Chancellor John
Weaver last Monday the judge
responded that he will make a
ruling within the wessk on whether
or not the Fnow County Law Direc

tor has the power 10 sue the pen-

00 boand

That ruling cama on Friday
aftermoon when Weaver statsd
theat the law director's chents are
tha Knox County Mayor and Com-
mizzion. The judge ruled that,
the mayor and the commission
had directsd Law Director Rich-
ard (Bud) Armavong © drop the
lawsuit agairst the pansion board
and saveral ratiring daputies, tha
lawauitmuat be dropped

Folipwing the ruling The Foous
asked Armairgng who has the
authority or standing o0 enforce
the @wernment entihes © abide
by the charier?

“The law director doss,” Arm-
strong repled, adding “Untl his
elienis directly i him 0 stop
Thats what just happensd.”

He said the county doesn't
want 10 know if T panmson plan
ia being legally spplisd but he'll
follow the mayor and commis-
S0 chraction

Where does that leave the set
tlamant” of the lawsuit? Wil it be
dacided in the Novembar 5 hear-
ing before Weawver?

“IUs ever,” tha law direcior said
He added that thes morming's 930
a.m. heaning batore Judgs Weaver

may damas the class acton suit
and the case will be completed

“My power is thers butits not
absoluie,” he sad

e b i o cOulcd s fLtung
vinlatons of the charter or handle
cases irvolvingeounty officiats he
sad ha could until ordered notio
doso

Mayor Jac obs issued the Tollow
INE Stawmwant

‘I believe the Law Director
Armsrong was actng in what he
baslisved was the pubbc's bast
intarest. but there are better
ways of resolving this ssue with-
Out rasorung 1 an axpansive
and divisve lawsuit. The Chan-
callor's ruling defines a path of
resclution for this lawsuit and
=813 a precedent for how Know

County proceeds with lingation in
the fuiure, F'm glad 10 have this n
place now and am excited 1 move
forward

Last week's hearing

Several attorneys gave veri-
OUS Opire0ns on the power of the
law direcior inside the packed
courToom |ast Monday, Atomey
Melissa Carrasco, hired by the
law director 1o pursua the case
on hiz behalf countered most of
the argumenis and cited, time
and again, the county chartar and
the 2007 referendum setting the
languags on pansions the Uni-
formad Officars of the Shariffs

of the botiom four states in
wrnout Tha Trumgp vs. Cline
ton alac ion saw about 51%
of registered voters making
thair chosa of candidaes

Thera are 16,799, 476
eligible wters in our state
In the 2014 off-yaar alac-
ton anly 28 parcant both-
ered 0 vote. The Knox
County Blection Commis-
sion has forecast that the
year about T0% of those
who plannad to vote prob-
ably voted early. That might
maan that this off-year
slaction trnowt would be
equal o the twrnout in the
prasidantial election

Thuraday was the final
day t©o wvois early and
11,110 paopla wotad that
day, bringng the final ©ta
number of votera at the
ballot places t© 113736,
according to informaton
from Rodgera

On the ballot locally are
atate representatve and
senaie races, the gover-
rarship, and U. 3. Congrass
and Senate seats Since
the Republican Farty con-
trofs the state and Knox
County it st unusual that
thai party's candidaies are
listed as the first name on
waliot, followed by the
crat candidate and
than the Independent can-
ddates

The expecied close
races include the race
for U 5. Senate, piting
Congrasswoman Marsha
Elackburn against former
Gowernor Fhil Bredesan, A
lacal closs race batwean
incumbant State Repre-
santative Eddie Smith and
former Stale Raprasanta-
uve Gloria Johnson is also
gatting soma attanton
Smith and Johnson faced
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