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Commission may hire attorney in pension board case

By Mike Steely
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Knox County Commission
Chairman Hugh Nystrom
told The Focus Friday
that he is introducing a
discussion in Monday's
Work Session Agendsa to
consider hiring an outside
attorney to represent the

county in the pension
board suit

Judge John Weaver will
hold a hearing Movember
28 0 consider whether
or not the county will
pay attorney fees for the
retirees mentioned in the
lawsuit. The “setlement”
approved by the pension

board and Mayor Glenn
Jacobs indicates that
the county will reimburse
the retired deputies up
to $5.000 each for their
cost of an attorney, not to
excead $50,000 total.
The problem is that
currently, the law director
has been cut from the case

and no one is in place o
represent the county,

If Judge Weaver approves
the “settlement” will the
pension board continue
adding unused vacation
days 10 a reftiring deputy’s
pension in viclation of the
2007 referendum and the
charter? Commissioner

Charles Busler has placed
an item on the agenda o
discuss these retirement
calculations within the
sheriff's department
retirement plan,

There's a possibility that
Judge Weaver could hand
down an opinion that the
proposed settlement is

in violation of the Knox
County Charter, as the law
director has contended. If
30 the pension board might
need w0 file an appeal or
come back with another
settlement” that would
need to go through the
mayor and commission
again.

School board

examines
a variety of
items

By Anne Primm

The Movember 7, 2018 school board
meeting beganon time with all nine rep-
resentatives present. After the moment
of silence and the pledge of allegiance,
Chairwoman Terry Hill called the mest-
ing o order and announced that sever-
al of the board members had attended
the Tennessee School Board Associa-
tion Conference in Nashville and thata
summary of their observations will be
presentad at the December 5, 2018
school board meeting. Next, Chairwom-
an Hill asked for a motion to approve
the evening's agenda. Third District
representative Tony Norman made that
motion and it was seconded by Vice
Chair Susan Horn.

Superintendent Bob Thomas report-
ed 10 the board and related that Janice
Cock, principal of the Paul L Kelley Vol-
unteer Academy, will receive an award
from the Simon Youth Foundation
Thomas also proclaimed November 15,
201 8 as Principal for a Day day where
Knoxville leaders can act as principals
for aday inlocal schools. This event will
also be followed by lunch at the Sarah
Simpson Center. The superintendent’s
last remarks were about Thanksgving
Holidays being Movember 21-23.

Seventh District representative Patti
Bounds presentad the next itam on
the agenda about active transporta-
tion and streetconnectivity. Dr. Jeremy
Auerbach and Ellen Zavisca aided in
the presentation. The thrustof the pre-
sentation was o pointout how improv-
ing street connectivity can increase
student ability to walk 10 school. The
benefits are many: cost savings for
Knox County Schools, better haalth for
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Halls Middle School principal Jessica Strickland and athletic director ].D. Overton present Richard Lee’s family with a banner
honoring the longtime coach and educator. The banner honoring Lee, who passed away in July due to complications from
pancreatic cancer, will now hang in the school’s gym.

Halls Middle School celebrates
life of fallen coach and educator

By Ken Lay

Halls Middle School honored cne ofits
own lastweek. The school paid tribute ©©
longtime teacher and coach Richard Lee
between games of a basketball double
header against Whittle Springs

Lee, who coached the Lady Demons
basketball team the last few seasons,
passed away In July after a valiant battle

with pancreatic cancer. He coached last  Warriors and Lady Warriors.

season while undergoing chemotherapy.
He maintained his enthusiasm for the
game and his team despite his illness.

Curing a long career as a teacher and
coach atHalls, Lee also coached volley-
ball, golf and track and field

Movember is pancreatic cancer
awarenass month and the school had a
purple out during the games against the

During a ceremony hononng Lee, Halls
athleticdirector J.D. Overton announced
that Halls Middle would donate all pro-
ceeds from the basketball games on
Monday, November 5 10 pancreatic
cancer research

Overton also noted that proceeds
from every first November home game,

— Continued on page 3

Council remembers synagogue shooting victims

By Mike Steely
steelym@knoxfocus.com

The regular meating of
the Knoxville City Coun-
cil paused for a moment
Tuesday and heard from
Chip Rayman, president
of the Knoxville Jewish
Alliance. Rayman spoke
briefly prior to the coun-
cil passing a resolution to
exprass its condolences to

the members of Tree of Life
Synagogue and to the City
of Pittsburgh.

Rayman asked for 11
seconds ofsilence t© honor
the victims recently mur-
dered by a bigotwho invad-
ed their house of worship
and began firing.

‘Knoxville is a welcoming
and tolerant city,” he said
He then asked the police

department t0 be more
present atthe Jewish Com-
munity Center and at the
synagogues, He said the
organization will feed police
who stop by and asked for
more police drive-bys and
mentioned the five times
Mazi symbols and hate
speach have been left at
the synagogues this year
He also asked for "active

shooter training” and sug-
gested the city create a
‘compact against hate ”
He also asked the media
and billboard operators 10
display promotions against
hate and menticned the
similar threats against
black churches, mosques
and the Unitarian Church
In other news, city coun-
cil voted o approve hiring
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Volkert, Inc. 10 manage
planning, design, bidding
and construction of a new
Public Safety complex. The
$1 44 million contractsaw
some questioning prior 1o
unanimous approval with
David Brace, Knoxville's
chief operating officer and
deputy ©© the mayor reply-
ing

Brace said the firm will
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handle all of the project,
“from soup t© nuts,” which
may or may not include
the former St Mary's Hos-
pital just off North Broad-
way. The city iz lookinginto
purchasing and renovating
thatlarge complex o house
the police and fire depart
ments and likely even more

—Continue on page 2

This Week:
Swaggerty Sausage

lls, hot or mild

sssssesssasescsss $S1.59/roll*

Chicken City

525-4750 2518 N. Central St. at Morellia
Store Hours: Mon-Sat B:30-6 (*while supplies los)



