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Randy Merritt named regional business development manager

Sharing Christmas Memories

By Mike Steely
steelymaknanfocus.cam

The Fncoville Focus eaked sev-
aral people W shar a Chrnstmas
Mamory in ong Sentencs . We
asked all types of folks— office
hldars, comminity leaders and
Focus Fans. Wae had such an
overwhelming responsa that we
cannotsharssach reply. but here
are the ones wa can it

Vivian Shipe: | remember all of
U Seting up at twe in the morn-
ing on Chrestmas Day to have
Family Christmas with our dad
who had to work a 14-hour day
at the postoffics

Buzz Bmwelk & couple of days
besfore Christmas, my then teen-
age daughter and | glaanad axtras
trom The Angel Tree, added food
donatad by Ramsey's Cafata-
ria, and helped a frail oncology
patient at Childmen's Hospital and
thrae generations of his family
celebrats the holiday

M arshall Stair: | remamber Tom
McAdams, my dad's law partner,
giving us 3ome sort of cow gift
o remind my dad of his invest:
mantin a dairy farm which failad
mimerably

Betty Mahan: | ramambar all
four of ua smters sleeping in
one bed like a slumber party on
hristmas Eve 30 my @andpar-
enta could stay ower and be part
of Christrmas monmeng with all fve
of us (| have a brothar akso)

Pete Gawda: | remember one
Chriztmas when | was a poor
saminary studant and my wife
and | rved inanold rented mobile
home on a farm There were
many cedar trees growing on the
property and the |andlord said
we could use one for a Chrisimas
tree, 50 lcut the topoffof one of
therm and we hada T i Brown
Christmas ree

— Continue on page 4

Clockwise froum fop:
Knoxwille's 2002 Festival of Lights
remembered by Kaye Graybeal.

Marshall and Natalie Stair pick
a Christmas tree for daughter,
Stefla.

Kmaxville trolleys are spreading
the holiday spirit as they travel
the dowritawn streels.

Community leader Vivian Shr'yc
gets fito the Clieistmias spirit.

Chicken City

525-4750 2518 N Ceniral 5. of Morelha
Store Hours: Mon-Sat B:30-6 (whie supples ks

HMerry Christuaar & #appy Newr Yfear
frow Chickes Cify!!

his Week: Swaggerty Sausage,
1 Ib rolls, hot or mild

Rancly Wi TR as Deen named
regional businesa development
managar for The Christman
Company and will be responsble
for sseking new business and
propect opportunities, as well
a5 maintaning and developing
relstonzhips for the construction
Compary

Marritt, who previously hald
the title of project manager at
The Christman Company. has
handled projects in haalth care;
K-12 education; industrial;
hospitality and entertamment.
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retal, reli@ious stucnes and
public facilities. Recant projects
nclude the Tennessss School for
thae Deal high school and dining
hall n Knowalle and The Foundry
Hotel in Asheville, North Camling

His 36 years of industry
experience include gensral
contracting and construction
managament. His operations
expartiss covers surveying,
highway cenatruction,
envirgnmental services, fuel
storage systems, and precast
fabrication and installation

He holds an 383001818 dedres
in conatruchon engineering
fechnology from Pellizsippi Stats
Community College

“Randy i exceptonally skilled
at forming and miaintaining client
and community relationships,”
aaid Marty Gibbs, vice preaident
and general manager for The
Chrstman Company’s opar ations
in KEnguville, "Hiz abality to busld
wustand unie teams, pared with
astrong work ethic, make Randy a
perfect fitior this poaiton”

A mative of Knouville, Merritt

$1.59/Ib*

On sale

For more informiation,
call 320-0443% or

1 Quality personal
traunlng sessions.

this manth anly

visit TennovaFitness.com

lives it Lutall commiunity
with hiz wife, Angie, daughtsr
Calle and her husband, Bruce
who = finishing a degree at the
Univeraity of Tennessses; and dogs,
Louie and Jaxx He gives back o
the community by volunieering
with the United Way of Greater
¥nowville and Second Harvest
Food Bank of East Tennesses and
partcipatng in church activibes
In hizs gpare time, Merritt enjoys
playingbiuegrass music, sper
tme in his workashop and canng
for the: famuly tarm

Is the
county's
pension
lawsuit
finally over?
By Mike Steely .

Chancallor John Waaver agread
with a settiemant batwaan Knox
County and three cutside atir-
neys who representsd sever-
al deputies. The attormeys had
asked the county commission 1o
pay thair fees for sarvices daliv-
ared for saven retiring sheritf
departmant amploysas but the
commission decided o hirs tha
frmof Arnett, Draper and Hagood
0 negotiate a sattameant.

Originally the three attorneys
had requestsd about $190000
and, later, $150,000. The final
sattement that was approved by
Juclge Waaver a5 presented by
Attorney Rob Frostwas for about
$57 000 with 3 mediator gatting
$3.150

Finance Disctor Chre Caldwal

d The Focua thst the sette-
mant amount or the atiomeys
fallz below the threshold of
$100,000. Which county depart-
ment's budgat will ba used for
the payments 130"t known yet
and that may be up tp the county
COMMEESIon, Of the Money may
come from the county's geanara
funds.

Alogather, from the baginning
of the suit until the final payment
agreament, the pensign board
and the county have acquired
about $80 0 or more in
supenses Some estmates are
higher at about $1 2 millon,

Attorney Herb Mo 3 @ot @
setiement of $17 260 Atormey
Al Holifiedd receivad the bulkof the
setement $78 480, because
b represenied a numbsar of the
employess. Attormey Seven Gar
retl received §1,260

Chancallon Weaver asked Frost
if the settlement included the
Class Acton case and the reply
was that portien of the case hias
been dismissed. Weaver then
asked il there waere any other
typas of claims axpactad other
than the atiormey tees and the
answar was the county agread o
acomplets relaass of all claims

——Lontinued on page 2

2018 Ford Escape res $20, 500
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