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despite
complaints

By Nick Skoda

Acomgrehensive update
w the City of Knowilla
zoning ordinance, & proj-
ect cubbed Recode Knos-
ville, has been met with
measured skepticism from
several Knoville nelghbos-
heod sdwocates

Thiz project has been
a work i OEress sincg
2018

Commissionsr Gerald
Graan, who led the haar
ing at the Knoxville-Knox
County Planning's (1or
miarly krown 33 the Matro-
politan Planning Commis-
sion) manthly msstng on
‘Wadnasday, January 10
aaid, “Over my years in thia
profassion, ve bacoma a
graat baliever in incramean-
talism. Taking amall stepa,
seaing how they wark and
addressing and messuring
them aswe move forward ~

Outreach conducted
before and during wark on
the rezonng inchuded var-
ious afforts such as mul-
tple planning commisson
WOrKShOPS, TOUMBEnN press
relaases, sighty community
and public meatings, fifty
i@ af Dkl COvErags, vl
cOmmunity survays and the
introduction of & websits
fof th project that m ached
upw ards of &1, 000 visits

Thiz skepticiam and gen-
aral taaling that the ondi-
nance m in need of more
fine tuming was certainly
prasant al the maating as
all eight members of the
public that were allowad to
speak, 3poke 1 why now
waan 't the tme o pass this
ordinance

Amongst the membars of
the public that woeced theer
opinegna was Mary Tracy,
the president of 3cenic
Fnomvilke

Tracy spoke on the land-
scaping requiremeants the
Recode mentions

In fact landscaping was
one of the most haavily dis-
cussed opics at the meet
ing

Commisssoner Art.Clancy
said, | havwe a probiem with
the way that the codas
enforcement people are
dealingwith our landsc ape
reLAnS mEnts . Wa put land-
2Ccaping requirements on
developments and thay'ra
not gatting done

And when they getcom-
plaints, the people that
ara complaining about not

—Lontinued an page 2
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City discusses complicated Tennova purchase

By Mike Stealy

The city's plans w0 purchase
the Tenncva Physiciana Regional
Medical Center are more compli-
cated than frst announced with
many vanables playing inin the
propozal. Deputy Mayor Bill Lyons
and Cheef Oparating Officer David
Brace explained the twizts and
wrns of the deal 10 relocate the
polica and fire department © the
Oakwood-Lincoln Park neighbor-
hood in a councal workshop Thurs-
day.

Althgugh a letter of indent
has Deen sent the purchass

demolition, construction and
rencvation plans hinge on sewer-
al proposals, all ofwhich both ity
officiala aay will involve neighbor-
hood input. Totsl estmated coat
10 e city i estimated on com-
phetion, &t $40 million

The idea iachange the 18-acre
property, located just off Broad-
way beside Fulton High School,
o eventually sccommodate not
only the polce and fire depart-
ments but the city municipal
court and the city's pension boand
aswall. Thecity, at thes point, has
no plans © use all of the struc-
wres there and the fate of thoas

buldings depends on whather or
not they can be =0ld or leased o
busingsses or organizations

It waa noted that the director of
the Fnouville Health Department
and the Helen Ross McNabb
Centar ware present and are
being conzulted about possible
interestin using some of the facil-
ity. The hospital has been closed
and has recently posied signs &ll-
ing pecple of the closure. There
are hopes that an emerngency or
medical clinic would Ipcate there
Buldings saved and re-sold on
the privaie market would add o
e tax rOll

11-Year-Old Coin Prodigy
Shares his Craft

Adron Rogen shows his Bust Half Dollar coin collection. Aaron kapes io share his hobby with his classmnates,

By Amy Box Fellhoelter

‘Mow this is how you hold a
cgin,” says eleven-yaar-gld Aarpn
Rosan, ooin enthusiast, collecior
and dealar, holding tha outside
edge of an 1893 Morgan Dollar
with his fingers

Aftar less than two years of
taking an nigreat in com collect:
ing Hpsen gwns ha own store
called “Bowtie Fids Coin Store”

and 1= the youngest member of the
Bumt Half Nut Club, a S0-year-oid
nationwide or gan Zaton dedic ated
0 the advancemeant and shady of
Bumt Half Dollars

Fipping through the monthly
magazine The Numismatat, Rosen
says, "1like to find the erpra " i's
what he finds most fascinating
about this trade He spends at
least 3 hours 3 week finding mis-
takes ancoins made by the Unied

States Mint
Riosen has become acomn collect-
ing prodigy from his own research,
learning from the experts, and
using bogks such as the “Cher-
ryPickers’ Guide 10 Rare Die ‘an-
etes of United States Comns” by
Bill Fivaz and ) T Stanton and “The
Ultmate Guide © Attributing Bust
Halt Dollars™ by Dr Glenn Peier-
a0n, “Knowledge 13 power Aaron
[ ¥ on page 4

Lyoers maid that the oniginal St
Mary"s hospital, hidden within the
walls of the facility, will be uncow.
ered and saved if posaible

Architect Glen Richfers, hired
Ly the city 1© do a preliminary cost
review of the facility, presenied
cost estimates within aalde pre-
santation o the packed house in
the City-County Building's Smal
Aszambly Aoom. He saxd that if
the north site of the hospital =
ncluded the cost could come o
§46731 Brace commentad that
the figures are “preliminary num-
bers but accurate.” adding that

— Continued on page 3

Who's
going to
pay the
$165K
bill?

By Mike Steely
steelymaknoxfecus.com

tam 24 on the Knox
County Commission Jan-
uary work session aganda
simply reads, “Consid-
aration of a Resoluton
of the Commission of
¥nox County, Tannasses,
approving payment of
attorney faas in tha Pan-
=ion Board Lawauit from
aceount ______

The resolution is
requestad by the Finance
D partrmenl and mMouests
the selaction of which
county departmant will
130t the $165.000
ordered in 2 setfemant
betwean the mayor, com-
misson and ratiramant
and pension board The

funds apply to the three
atlormays réprasenting
the “Clazs’ of deputies
sued, for the putsade frm
hired by the commission,
and for a mediator

"I wanied adscusson,”
Finance Director Chris
Calgwell 1oid The Focus,
adding, "l don't have a
dog in the fight and want
them to guide me

Two commissioners

Lontinued on page J

School board examines Career Magnet Academy

By Anne Primm

Chairwoman Tarry Hill called th

frat 2019
Ko County School Board meeting 1o onder
at 501 pm. on Wednesday, January 8, 2019
Suparintandsnt Bob Thomas gave his raport,
welcoming both teachers and students back
after the winter break. He announced that
Laces Hatfiald, assistant principal of Karns
High School. has been chosen as Assis-
tant Principal of the Year by the Tannesses
Association of Sacondary School Principals
Thomas also related that Scott Bolion has

besn chossn to succeed Dr Kelley Drum-
mond as the interim direcior of human
rasources. Lasty, Thomas reminded avery-
one of the upcoming Martin Luther King Holi-
day on Monday. January 21, 2019

Thiate wara No Commeants of discussion on
the ftems/Contracts or Board Policies on the
amnda. When descussing grants, there wane
a faw ouestions by First District Raprasan-
tative Evetty Satterfield and Fourth District
Raprasantative Virginia Babb regarding The
Read 10 Be Ready State Program that takes
place in the summar which were anawerad

Ly Shannon Jackson of Knox County Schools
The raoct item under Grants was tw propos
al for a Watsrshed Facilitator Position. Ths
position was sdvoc ated by Third District Rep-
resantatve Tony Norman. Clean waler being
ana al the urgant health and wel fare Bsues ol
our day underscores the need for such a staff
mamber 10 Support sciance teachars across
the county in aducating studants in watar-
shad izsuas. Monies are already sarmarked
for this position

Educational issuss at the stats |evel are

(v on poge 4

Public Auto Auction

Saturday, January 19th at 9:00 a.m. 0
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