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‘GROWING KNOXVILLE TOGETHER'
Eddie Mannis kicks off mayoral campaign

T T T

FIBCTTO) Y MIKE STRELE

His expertenice as a visionary was mienfioned Tuesday as Eddie
Mannis kicked aff his campaign to become Knoxvilles mext mayor. A
large erowd attended the event whene Mannis highligh ted six things he

hapes ta do when he leads the eity.

Design
charrette
presents

Recode
Knoxville

applied

By Amy Box Fellhoelter

“The code we have now i3
designed for suburtea, but thes
is mot suburbia,” said Fourth
Dustrict City Councilwomen
Lauren Rider, &2 she pointed
w0 a map of her district at the
February 1 Recode Knoville
Design Charretie

Tha design meating hald
at the Fnoxville Public Works
Complex, gave The Amancan
nstitute of Architects (ALL)
and East Tennesses Commu-
ity Design Centgr (ETCDC) an
opporunity © spply Recods
Knoxvilke 1o example aeas in
Knowrille for the public's inaul
ry and viewing

3ix site maps hung on the
walls 1o represant a norih,
west, east south, and two
downiown edge conditons
Each location gave a realiste
example of showing increman-
tal developiment that wouldn't
be possible without Recoda
Knouvilke

Leslie Fawaz an architect
and ETCDC Swdio Design
director, explained that
sach map was designed by

——Continued on page 4

ke
By i Steely

“I'm never goeng o accept that
OFK iz good enough” promised
Eddie Mannis as he kicked off hes
campagn 1o become Fnguville's
next mayer, Mannes praised the
city's past three mayors for the
progress they fostered but sed
more needs © be done. Mannis
was speaking 10 a kickoff rally
crowd of more than 350 folks last
Tugaday avening at the Grand
Evant Cantar an Clirton Highway

Alending the event wame sup-
POrers. veterans, neghborhnood
eaders, and county officials
neluding Mayor Glenn Jacobs
and several commiSsionens
Mannis devoted the front row
s@ats W military veterans and
many of hose wone "Honsrsir
cape and sought out the candi-
date for handshakes and chats
baatoire and after e spoks

Many of the officials and offce
seakars alland most political
announcamants and Tuasday's

event saw apme sporting the
“Mannis” campaign butions and
aome not. City council members
and Mayor Madeling Rogero ware
not thare bacause the councl
was meetng atthe same time in
the City-County Building

Eddie Mannis, foundar and
preaident of Prestige Clean-
era, founder of HonorAir, and
former deputy mayor for Made-
line Fipgero, brnga his busmness
and philanthropy background 1o
the race. Mannis is a Republican
ina gowing Democratc city but
13 KNOWn &3 & Progress e and
hiz blugprint of six itema might
appeal © voters. Among those
POINTS was a focus on e Opeoid
and Mental Health issuss, uniting
o sarve the nieds of all citiaens
EMPOWEring T city thnough edu.
cation and self-improvemant,
baing peopis focused, and Sup-
pOrtng strong and sate reighbor-
hooda

“Growing Froswille Togsthar
is the campaign's siogan and

Mannia asid Knoxwlle 3 at 3
"pivotal moment” atier 50 much
growth and now needs spmeacne
with “experience &3 a visonary

“Think big @t things dona the
night way,” he said

The Inskip native talked about
his ¢hildhood and the lessons
and values his mother and father
taught him, noting the presence
of tes father, two smters, brother
angd many nieces and nephews
In the room

“We need 10 put our differ-

ences asude and come Dgeth-
&8r” hesed sddng that he would
partnar with the school board,
Greater Schools Partnership,
and others © empower childran
He added, “We can't just leave
It W KmDx County and hope 10r
he bast ineducating &ty schoc
children

Ha said that the police and firg
dapartmants should gt he sup-
port they need and dessrve and
addad, "l can'tdo this alone "

By Rose King

Mary Grubl: Hickmian calets sted her 92nd
birthday at & surprise gathenng on Saturday,
lanuary 26 Thinkingahe was going 1or an int-
mate birthday dinnar with long-ime friands
stats Representative Dave Wright and wifs, Pat,
Mary Lrouht hes famous Hummingbird Cake o

Mary Hickman turns 92 with
family and friends at Litton’s

share with her friends after thair meal

“Mary is 50 gracious and ganerous that you
can hardly do anything for her without her
tryng 10 repay the kindness ™ Pat Wright told
The Focus. 50 when she told us that ahe was
going to bring acaks for us 10 enjoy after dinner
DCravie 100 har that woulkd be just e

Whan they arrivad at her favorite restaurant,
Litton’s, the back room was filled with family,
ehufch and comMUnIty fiends all of whom
enjoyed a alice of her cake after 3 grast mes

Mary Grubb Hckman shared fond memonies
ofDaing born and raised in e Cormylon commiu-
nity. Granddaughier ofthe |ate M D Grubb, who
once owned Little Flat Creek Dairy, she talked

Continue on page 4

Mary Grubb Hickman fermed 92 last month and
celebrated with @ crowd of friends and fomily at
Litton’s Restawrant, Hidkman, center, visits with
The Knoxville Focus publisher Sieve Hunley, lefi,
and state Representative Dave Wright,

Tax break for Holiday Inn purchase approved by council

By Mike Steely
steelymaknaxforsom

A 10-year tax braak for the total
remedel of the downtown Holi-
day Inn inie a Marriotl passed
ety council Tussday night butnot
without three voies aganst the
moton

Rockbridge Capital LLC
intenda o wially renovee the
hatel starting n about a year and
had bean working with the city
The idas i & buy the Holiday nn
which is connectad to the World's
Fair Exhibition Cantar, and over
the ret Tew ye ars put about $61
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million into the project
Rockbricae & also purchasing
the nearby Tennessean Hotel
without any city assistance
Deputy Mayor Bill Lyons told
the counsil that U deal woukd
contnue © bring in the current
$165,000 each year now beng
paid for tawas on the Holiday Inn
Some council members ques-
tioned extanding a 10-rear tax
braak on an axisting and func-
tioning building but Lyons said
the size of the investmeant and
tha location of the buikding will
nelp atiract more convenuons

‘| don't see this in the "but for’
category,” Councilwonman Seema
Singh-Parazsaid. The butioris
a category the city often usas if
@ Ienovauon propect cannol be
fnancad without city haip

“I'm tired of this type of proce-
dure,” she sa

Matt Walch of Roc kibrid ga s aid
that the company has agreed 1o
a 10-year and not a 15-year tax
braak

“Thiz iz essentally an upgrade
— ot a bigchangs that warrants
this typa of public assistance,”
said Courcilman Marshal Stair
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He noted that such a tax break
hias been used in the pasi o halp
restore Bighted properues

“I'm net comfortable with
it enther,” sasd Councilwoman
Lauran Rider, asking whal would
happen © the currentemployess
there during a year of the hote
Essanig o losesd Tor ramodaling

Matt Welch promised that the
remodaling may not happenad
all atonce and parts of the hots
may remain cpen. He atao hinted
thatsome of the employess could

v, { on poge 2




