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Safety Center turns one year

By Mike Staely
steslymaknarocus. com

The Behavioral Health Urgsnt
Care Centar, often called the
“Safety Conter,” marked itz first
year since opening at 5302 Ball
Camp Pike on March 18 2018
The state, county and city-funded
faciity is the product of a long
effortby supporters and is tre
ing mantally il patients deliv-
ered there by city and county
law enforcemant. Many of those
patients akso have a drugor aloo-
hgl problem, The Fopous got an
early g@impse at the report on
the centar's first year of opera-
tion |ast week

Jagrry Wagnier

WICE pfEscent

BMX

supporters
seek help from

commission
By Mike Staely
steelymeknofocus.com

The Fres County mayor gatan
aarful last week whan support-
arsof a BMX track in South Knox
County spoka bafore the county
COMIMUSSIONS WOk Se850n

Wendy Edwards of Knowville
BMX zaid the mayor didn't want
thiam to attend & mesting on the
project and that said that mone
than §487, 000 has already been
SpEnt on preparing the OImer
athletic fiald at South-Doyle
Middle School far the BMX races

She added that the organiza
tion had been promisad thres
yeara of national BMX races
whach coulkd have nesulted in an
invaatmant return of about $6
millign

"Six yaars of work and we
want 1o be heard,” Edwards aaid
a3 Mayor Glenn Jacobe waiched
har plead with the commission-
era io contnue to aupport buskd-
Ing the frack

Jacobs had killed the project
atter seaing estmatea proy t
ing the total cost 1o be abgout
$2.5 million. Edwards said that
estimate was 00 high because

we Publc Service Commission
sought a bid from an outside firm
that inflated the figues

— {ontinued on page 3

of Helen Ross Mchsbb Center,
oversees the program and Did
The Knowille Focuas Wednes-
day that some 400 people have
bean veated al the facility and
a surprzing number, about 75
percent. have followed up with
afier-care services. He said that
more than 55%0f those admitied
have aleohol or drug addictions
He said that less than 20% of
the patients have bean readmit-
ted for the 72 hours of urgent
teatment which begins with 23
hours of pbeervation Most of the
patients, who volunteer for care
following being apprehended by
law enforcement and @ven the
option of the center o |all, are

SUBSCRIPTIINS AVUILABLE - 588 BLIYEAR

TN 37928 | Located at 4109 Central Avenue

sdmitted to the 12bed facility
Ther canter also has fouwr obsar
wation rooms

Vageer says the center haz a
24 hour staff of 35 profession-
sl personnel and that most of
the patents, about 94 percent,
ara delivared thare by Knoville
City Police. The police or sher
ff's department also picks up
and refums pacpie 10 either their
homes, 1o the City-County Buld-
ng downiown oF © other treat
mant facilites

“Rbout 60 percent of thoae
COMINg 10 the cantar don't have
& home.” Vagnier id The Focus,
adding. "and wouldn't have

v Continued on poge 4
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Open since March 2018, the Behavioral Health Urgent Care Center
provides 72 howrs of diversion from jail for mentally il and drug

affenders.

Full of spirit!

Emily Stout
(Tefi) and
Hannah
Haobby cheer
for Fulton at
this season’s
T554AA

boys state
basketball
Tourmarment
at MTSU's
Monie Hale
Arena in
Miuirfreesboro,
Please see

a photo of
the entire
Fulton cheer
squad, which
received the
Spirit Award
in Class AA,
ine this week’s
Sports ¢
Recreation,
Section B.

Norwood Library renaming, animal control, bond issues

By Mike Steely
stesfymaknorforus.com

When the Knox County Com
IMISSHN Maats Dday in s reg:
ular monthly mestng they will
probably finalize the re-naming
of tha Norwood Public Library
in honor of Lynn Redmon, The
community leader has passad
away bt his activism, attituds
and political wisdom would
be hanored for all 1o sea at
tha Marchant Drive liorary

The commission may also

(Historic “Wedding
Qenue

Built in 1886, Shannondale
Presbyterian Church offers a
wadidenal wedding sening

with stained glass windows

and a center aide, Contact
Wedding Coordinator, Sarah
We ber ar BG4 M-6023.

finalize two mul B-millicn dollar
bond izsues and accept acon-
tribution of funds from Saniors
for Craating Leaming tor the
Truancy Reduction Bike Fro-
gram for ehementary studerts
with parfect atiandance

The firat of two readings
CONGAr angas in the
animal control podicies at the
YoungWilkams Animal Shel-
1ar is also on the agenda. The
trap-reuter and raturn policy
has already been adopted by

E-lu:l

the city and Janet Testerman,
CEQ of Young-Willisma Animal
Centar, said the new policy in
th city i working well durng
ast week's work 2e3sion
Lisa Chassy. the Young
Williams vatartinarian, said
siray cats are vaccinat
ad and rewrned back o
thair locations haalthaar
The first reading passed
with Commussionar Evalyn
Gill passing on the vow
Adiscussion with parks

1.

Cathern King
B65) 216-5646 call

(B68) 688-3232 office 4 cunrTATES
Figh Mis b B apemdbitly sarmed and aparatid.

BAD1 Ping Grove. 2 bed,
sqf cotlage in quiel cous
Ingmicke, catiled on 1w Dew
carpat Juwarszed Haat Pump wd A
B7 year wid rosl. Wood buming
lmmin lning ream SOL0 AS 1S
MLS# 1072827 $112,000

and recreation Senior Dines
or Paul White concarn-
ing youth baseball telds has
baan delayed for one month
The commission will also hear
the haalth depariment’s reap
paintmantof Lara Flaming 1o
the Community Health Coun-
cil. Thea members may also
giva final approval on the issu-
ance of two mult-million gan-
aral obligation bonds and o
on changes 1 the county's par-
sonnel plan in first reading

1 bath,

Over 220
volunteers
expected for
2019 South
Knoxville
Community
Cleanup

On Saturday. March 30,
Keap Kndville Basutiful wil
be hostng s third annual
community-wice South Knox
ville Claanup from 800 am
roon. The event will be kicking
oft from Sam Duft Park locat-
ed at 4060 Chapman High-
way

Participating community
lemdars from vanous neighbor-
hoods will mast &t the kick-
off event, pick up supplies,
and then disparse into their
cwn South Knomville naighbor-
hoods 10 start cleaning

The COMEMUNITY ZIOURS P
tcipating include Wildiie Hab-
itat of South Woodiawn, LU
Environmental Law, Gamma
Sigma Sigma, South-Doyle
High School, UTK College of
Law BL3A, CrossFt Knomwlle,
Boy Scout Troop 36, Alliance
for Young Monprofit Profes-
sionals, Old Sevier Communi-
ty Growip, South Havan Neigh
borhood Community Group,
South Doyle Meighborhood
Association, and island Home

The South Knoxville Com:-
munity Cleanup began back
South Enoxville
was KKEB's community of the
yaar” Over 300 voluntsers
participated and this made it
one of KKB's largast events
evar. Ovar 200 voluntears are
expactad © partcipate thes
Satunday

Kaep

Fmoxville Baautful

recommends waaring long
pants and closed10ad shdes
for the evanl. Pleasa bring
FOUF QW survacreen. bug pro-
tecton and water

for women by
clothing/or accessories, join us for snacks,
fellowship and a trip to the CLOSET.
Last Saturday of each month: February 23,
March 30, April 27, May 25 at 10 a.m.
4110 Central Ave Pike, Knoxville 37922
Questions? Please call 865-687-6622

In need of



