TR R SO S Tury o
numarous school boards
across the stats, less as
advocates for students
and children than as shills
for |wachars’ unions. Tha
nal Education Asso-
ciation gava §20 million in
CONTIEUTIoNS 10 it favoned
candidatez in 20016 while
this Amencan Federstion of
Teachers gave roughly $12
millign 1o its endorsed can-
didates. From 2017-2018
The HEA had spant more
than $19 million, while
the American Federation
of Teachers has spent in
axcess of $10 milion. it's
netuncomman o see state
organizations 1o spend lib-
erally in local races, hoping
w influence decisions on
pansions and benefits, all
of which are pawd for by the
payers, n fact, logsla
fors wore besieged and lob
beed by school board mam-
betrs whioss association =
tunded entirely through tax
payar dollars. The politics

Bill Dunn, Speaker Pro Tem, makes a signal as the vote was being taken on the ESA Bl in the state howse last week as
Speaker Glen Casada watches from ihe back. Chafrman of the budget subcommitiee Andy Holi is plciured om the lefi
and Republican leader William Lamberih is on the right.

conunues 1 awirl after a
fierce fightinside the legis-
|ature, Krnox Courty Board
of Education member Jan-
niter Owen has issued a
full-throated call for can-
didates 1 challengs those
who did ol hew 0 the
line favored by the teach
ery union. Patl Bounds is

choioe for chddren in Ten

nesses, inside a Repubi-
can pamary
The ESA legislation

apgroved by the Tennessse

General Assembly only
aftects thosa schooks in
three districta. including
Shelby and Devidson coun-
s that are falling. Know-
ville has its cwn schools
that ara failing. Tara Scar-
lett, writngin the Nashville
Tennessaan noted “80%
of cur students graduat:
ed high schogl on tme’,
bast “Ehis same report also
shows that three out of
four MHFS (Metro Nash-
ville Public Schoois) stu-
dents did not scone & 21
or higher on tha ALT

That is the state’'s marker
and a widaly accepted
indicator of” both ‘college
and career readiness. Ms
Scorletl's orlic e grew even
more alarming when she
shared “the state ossess-
mentindicates 5% of our
hagh school students are
not proficien Lin grade level
math, and 81% are notpro-
tin grade level Eng
Iish Language Arts Tara
Scarlett's article conclud-
ad as the Mato Nashwilla
Public Schools continue o
pass outdiplomas ‘aven as

CUF COMMLNItY i confront-
ad with data that tells us
only 25% of these atudenta
are acally ready for the
nextatep” Scardett rueful-
Iy nvted thee ‘reality is that
thaother 75%of MNPS s
centz will likely strugge o
find and keep a job that
pays a living wags, or will
spand th

Courses "

Those statistics are
gt confined o Dawid-
son County and Nashwille
alona. Shelty County and

WEHE SPANOTT E TLS U1 Uer
time with coaches andanly
40% with students. Bur-
chett pulled back e spe
cial funding he had provid-
ad

The teschars’ union and
thair allies fumad bacaurse
Uwas the worst dals sl they
have suffared in the Tan-
resses General Assembly
since Both chambers have
had Republican majorites
The gnly similar 1o3s was
when the teachars’ unions
could not stall or defeat
the education reform keg-
slation sponscred by then-
GOvernor Lamar Alexan cer
Considering the teschers
and their uniomna have usu-
ally managed W have their
way with msuwes inwoly
ng charier schooks an

Lee was the governor who
made history in allowing
famibes and sludants
have achoice in decding
their ecucational future



