numarouws school boards
across the state. less as
sdvocates for students
and children than as shills
for achers’ uniona. The
Mavonal Education Asso-
ciation gave $20 million in
contributions 1o its favored
canddates in 2016 while
the Amencan Federation of
Teachars gave roughly §12
mullign o its endorsed can-
didates. From 20172018
The NEA hed spant more
than $19 million, whils
the Amencan Federation
of Teachars has spant in
axcess of §10 millien. IUs
ot WNEOIMMon 10 556 State
Organzations © spend lib-
araly in local races, hoping
0 influence decisions an
penaions and berefits, all
of which are paid for by the
taxpayers. In fact legisla-
0rs were Desieged and 10k
bied by school board mem-
bars whoss aSS0Ciaton &
funded entirely thiough tax-
payar dollars. The politcs

Bill Duanm, Speaker Pro Tem, makes a signal as the vote was being taken on the ESA Bl in the state howse kst week as
Speaker Glen Cazada watches from the back., Chairman of the budget subconmittee Andy Holt is pictured on the left
and Republicon leader William Lamberth is on the right.

continues o 3wirl aftar a
farce hghtinsde ths | egs-
ature. Knos Cownty Board
of Education member len-
nitar Owan has issued a
full-throatad call for can-
didates © challengs thoss
who did not hew 1o the
ine favored by the teach-
&rs union. Paty Bounds is
baing urged I challangs
Eill Durnn, the: chamgpion of
chosce for ehddien in Ten
nessaa, Insde a HED[ID"-
© N pmary

The ESA legislation
approved by the Tannesses

Genaral Assambly only
affects those schodls in
three districts, including
Shalty and Davidaon eoun-
ties that are failing. Knox-
wille has its own schools
that are falling Tara Scar-
laty, writing in the Nashwvills
Tenngasean noted "80%
of our students graduat
ed high school on time”,
but “this same report sso
shows that three out of
four MNPS {Matro Nash-
wille Public Schools) st
dents did not score & 21
or higher an tha ACT °

That is the atate’s marker
and a widely accepiad
indicator of” both “collegs
and cameer readiness Ma
Scarlets article graw aven
mare alanming whan sha
sharad "the state assess-
mant indicates 85% of our
high sehool students are
not proficient in grade level
math; and 81% ara natpro-
ficiant in grade level Eng-
lish Language Arts Tara
Scarletts arbcle conclud-
ad as the Matro Nashvile
Public Sehools conunus o
pass out dplomas evan as

‘our community is confront-
ad with data that tells us
only 25% of theseatudents
ara actually ready for the
naxtsiep.” Scarlett ruetul-
Iy noted the ‘raality is that
thaothar 75%of MNPS st
dants will likely strugdle W
find and keep & job that
paya & living wags, of will
spand ther first yaar atcol-
lE@e OF university in reme-
dial eoUrses

Those statistics are
not eonfned o David
300 County and Mashville
slone Shalby County and

twmva withcoaches and only
40% with studants. Bur-
chett pulled back the spe-
cial funding he had provid-
ad

Thes Bachers’ Lwnon and
their allies fumed because
twas the worst dafaat thay
have sufferad in the Ten-
nesses Ganaral Assambly
since both chambars have
hisdd Repulic an majonues
The only similar loss was
when the ®achers’ unions
could not stall or defeat
the sducaton reform leg-
rlation sponsoned by then-
Govarnar Lamar Alexandar
Considarng the teachars
and Teir unions have usu-
ally managed w0 hava thair
way with issuas involv-
ng charter achools and
vouchers, itis 3 the mare
remarkable newcomer Bi
Les was the governor who
madea histary in allowing
families and stusents o
hiavé & choics in deciding
thair educational future



