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SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE - 584 88/YEAR

*+HUGE AUCTION + *
FRIDAY, July 5 at 6PM

Over 400 lots! See pictures at
Sfountaincityauction.com

Fountain City Auction
(865)474-9931

Take One!

July 1, 2019

Phone: 865-686-9970 | PO Box 18377, Knoxville, TN 37928 | Located at 4109 Central Avenue Pike, Knoxville, Tennessee 37912

Celebrate
with the city
at Festival
on the
Fourth

The City of Knoxville hosts the com-
munity-wide Festival on the Fourth cel-
ebration at World's Fair Park on Thurs-
day, July 4, 410 p.m_Everyone is invit-
ed 0 enjoy free activities, live music
and the City's largest fireworks display

This year's festival also marks the
debut of the park's improved Perfor-
mance Lawn. The $2.5 million proj-
ect updated water and electric sar-
vice, improved drainage, and added
new sod, pervious paver hardscaping
and an enlarged entry area and gates.

“We're excited to host this family-
frendly holiday event,” says City Spe-
cial Events Director Judith Foltz, “The
new lawn is a wonderful addition for
both the Restival on the Fourth as well
as future events in World's Fair Park

Fastival on the Fourth features
a variety of entertainment, activi-
ties and food vendors on the Par-
formance Lawn, Festival Lawn and
inside the Tennessee Amphitheater.

Live family entertainment on the
Home Federal Bank Family Fun Stage at
the Tennessee Amphitheater includes:

415- 445 pm.: K-Pop Dancers

5-545pm. Dre Hilton

6-7 p.m. The Amazing Magic
Show with Tim Pressley

Activities in the Regal Kids Zone on
the Festival Lawn include mini-golf, a
water balloon game, legs by Bricks
4 Kids, aclimbing wall and a Euro-
bungy trampoline. Families can also
anjoy face painting and a photo booth.

On the park’'s Festival Lawn Stage,
Eary Jolly performs Jimmy Buffets
songs from 415- 530 pm., fal-
lowed by classic rock covers by the
Bicho Brothers from & - 7.30 p.m.

Music on the Performance Lawn Stage
begins at 5 pm. with a performance
by the Stoney Point Bluegrass Band

At 8 pm., the Knoxville Symphony
Orchestra's 35th annual Fres Pilot Flying )

— Continued on page 2
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PHOTOBY MIKESTEELY.

Eddie Mannis chats with Calvin Skinner during the Tuesday evening League of Women Voter’s Mayoral Candidate forum. All six
candidates for Knoxville Mayor spoke and answered questions submitted by those present. Mayoral candidates pictured from left
to right are: Michael Andrews, Fletcher Burkhardt, Indya Kincannon, Mannis, Skinner and Marshall Stair.

Community policing and
the candidates for mayor

By Mike Steely
steelym@knoxfocus.com

One of the topics addressed during
the League of Women Voters May-
oral Candidate Forum Tuesday night
was community policing. Knoxville
is currently planning to relocate the
police and fire departments to the
former 5t. Mary's hospital justoff
Broadway. Mot all of the six can-
didates agree with that and each
addressed the idea of spreading the
police department out through the
city rather than one central location.

Eddie Mannis was the firstto
answer the question and said he
believes that a precinct model is
"a bettar way 10 g He said put-
ting the police back in the commu-
nity builds relationships and said,
“Thatis a better model of policing
and helps build a relationship.”

Indya Kincannon said she supports
the community policing model and
said that police officers should be
paid better. “When | talk to officers
about recruiting more officers no one
ever says we need a better building ”

“Police working in an area have the
opportunity to get to know the people
in that area,” said Michael Andrews.
“You get better community input”

Fletcher BEurkhardt said he thinks
the precinctidea "is great” butsaid it
increases the cost. He also said the
police and fire departmeant employ-
ees need “proper pay” and o get
rid of antiquated rule books. He
said that he saw an officer who had
to wear long sleeves in hot weath-
er because of a tattoo on his wrist,

Calvin Taylor Skinner said that
police officers should reflect the
community in which they serve and

called for more diversity and better
mental health training. He said
community policing is "helpful ™

“We're doing that now with com-
munity meetings and building rela-
tionship with business owners,” said
Marshall Stair. He added, “I'm not
for the precinct model because the
city of Knoxville is notthat big. At
this time when we're understaffed
I don'tthink that makes sense.

The forum, held at the Knoxville
MNews-Sentinel office, drew a large
crowd of supporters and citizens.
Questions also included indigent care,
affordable housing hacking threats of
city records, Pilots and Tiffs for busi-
ness tax breaks, attracting minor-
ity businesses, and gun violence.

Each candidate gave a brief intro-
duction and a closing statement. In

— Continued on page 3

Urgent Care Center agreement passes in split vote

By Mike Steely
steelym@knoxfocus.com

As Governor Bill Lee did
notbudget funding for cen-
ters like the Behavioral
Health Urgent Care Center
the director of Helen Ross
MeNabb, Jerry Vagnier, has
been approaching Knox-
ville and Knox County gv-
ernments with a request
for increased local fund-
ing for a reduced care pro-

gram
The Behavioral Health
Urgent Care Center

openad with great fan-
fare |ast year with the

center reported treating
more than 500 mental-
Iy ill or addicted people
apprehended by local law
enforcement for minor
offenses. Those were gven
the option of 72 hours of
treatment with follow ups
or being taken tojail
Vagnier stood before
the Knox County Commis-
sioners last week and suc-
cessfully pleaded for fund-
ing. The approval came in
a split vote, €-4, and only
after some grilling of the
director by some of the
COMIMISsioners,

The city has already agreed
to provide $575,000. The
loss of state funds, said
Vagnier, means cutting
back the 72-hour stay 1o 24
hours with expanded follow
up after discharge. He said
the center will increase the
number of case workers o
follow those discharged
patients,

Vagnier received saver-
al critical questions from
Commissioners Randy
Smith, Justin Biggs, John
Schoonmaker and Evelyn
Gill In the final count they
voted “Mo® on the funding.

Larsen Jay, Michele Car-
ringar and Hugh Nystrom
Asked about following up
patients Vagnier said the
Center works with KARM,
WMC, Cherokee Health
and Peninsula Hospital.
He called the other agan-
cies “a matrix of providers.”
He also said that the
T2-hour stay policy will not
end immediately and will
probably take about six
months. Asked about the
initial estimate of treat-
ing 1,500 people over the
first year and only treating
about 500 Vagnier said

“You haven't met the
agenda under the firstcon-
tract,” commentad Gill.

Barbara Cook, a citizen
longopposed 1o the center,
urged the commission 1©
reject the funding and
called the current program
“a failure ”

"Helen Ross McMNabbhas
never been held account-
able for the grants they
receive,” she said, charg-
ing that the center "got a
building outifit”

Commissioner Smith
said the commission has
never received a report

the mayor. He also said the
center will submitquarterly
reports in the coming fiscal
year, Smith also asked how
long the follow up care will
be for each patient and
Vagnier said "three to six
months.”

Commissioner Larsen
Jay asked if the success
of the center can be masa-
sured over three to five
yearsofoperation and Vag
nier agreed.

The commission also
passed on consent
$101,127 in carry-over
funding from the current

state allotment with a
county match of $25,282
for the Urgent Care Unit.

state covering most of the
cost of the building and
first year's operation. The

The resolution, as
approved, provides
$840,000 from the county.

Supporting the funding
were Brad Anders, Richie
Beeler, Carson Dailey,

DENSO

Crafting the Core

they would have treatad
the 1,500 had the patients
been brought o them.

about the gperation of the
center and Vagnier said he
made an annual report to

Public Auto Auction

Saturday, July 6 at 9:00 a.m.

POWELL

Auction & Realty

6729 Pleasant Ridge Road Knoxville, TN 37921
WWW.POWELLAUCTION.COM

(Historic ‘Wedding
(Denue

Built in 1886, Shannondale
Presbyterian Church offers a
wraditional wedding setting
with stained glass windows
and a center aisle. Contact

8 Wedding Coordinator, Sarah
Weber at B65-456-6023,
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Low cost health insurance + 40k retirement \ & D

Paid holidays and vacation + Tuition assistance

Text JOBS to 89800

(865) 938-3403
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