Knox County
School Board
Elects New
Chair

By Anne Primm

Chair Tarry Hill called the
SepEmber 4 special-called
meeting 1o order at 435
p.m. on Wadnesday afier-
noon, Three board mem-
pers were absent from the
maating First District Rep-
reseniatve Eveily Satier-
field, Third Distict Repre-
santative Tony Norman
and Eighth Diatnct F
sentatve Mike Mehi
The scle purpose of this
maating was 10 elect a new
chalr e ice chalr 1or T
Kmox County Board of Edu-
cation 1or th curment 2
2020 5cho0l year Afer te
pledge of allegiance and
momeant of silence led by
second District Repre
sentative lannifer Owen,
NOMINaticns were cpaned
Fourth Drstnct Repressnta-
tive Virginia Babb nominat-
ed Fifth Destrict Represan-
tative Susan Horm for the
chair position. The moton
was seconded. Owen
mavad th accapt Horn as
the new chair by acclima-
ton. That motion was sec-
prded and the board unan-
moLsly voted Repressnta-
tiva Horn &3 the naw chair
Next, Seventh Dis-
ct Representative Patt
Bounds nominatsd Owan
for the posstion of vice chair
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St. Jude’s little ambassador
visits Knox County officials

By MieStesly

"M, Im Kaal Hill and T the
miayor for the day,” the young
mian sad when mestng Knox
County Court Clark Sharry Witk
and gther Knox County officiala
Wednesday moming. Kael and
his mother had just come from
a personal meeting with Knox
County Mayor Glenn Jacobs who
apparantly bestowad the honors
on thesmall cancer survvor who

= an ambassador for 5t Juds
Children's Research Hoapital
Wil hosted the gathering
and inwited other officiats and
employees © meet with Kae
and his mom, who ane Travaling
the regon 0 bring attention ©
Childhgod Cancer Awsreness
Month this September
Bornwith legcancer and now
equppsd with 8 prosthetc lsg
the Cutgomg young man ok
the tme o shake every hand

and one by one the officalz sad
ther name and Did him what
they oo in the county. Kael and
ez family live in Johnson
and spend much of ther n'ne
promotng St ude.

Faal waa quick 1o el every-
one that he plays scccer, Fol-
owing the ntroduc tions Kae
‘thanked everyone or the recep-
on and everyone had snacks
and chatied with he and his
mother

Charles Susama Jr, Cirewit Cowrt clerk, stands with Kael Hill and Sherry Witt during a reception
Jor the young St Jude representative. Several county officials and employees attended the Wednes-
day morning event and Kael shook hands with everyone there. Phote by Mike Steely,

Local officials
enjoy annual
fair luncheon

Conmissioner ki Schion-
waker preseits a $500 check
Jrom Knox Counfy goveri-
ment for HonarAir to its
founder, Eddie Manris, dur-
ing Friduy’s Tennessee Valley
Fair Goverimmeint and Busines
Lunchean, wiich traditonally
opens the fair every pear. The
Jatr is celebrating its 1 00th an-
miversary this year and will
feature inmovative exiribits,
liwestock shows, concert series,
action sports, exciting rides
and variety of wnique foods
every day through its close on
September 15, For more infor-
wation, please visil wivw, fn-
willeyfuair.ovg. Photo by Mike
Sieely.

Mamtenance ongoing again at Fountain City Lake

By Mike Steely
steel e o s coim

Parrot faather could be
called the kudzu of the
water world, The plant
often used in household
aquariums, i3 infesting
Fountaen City Lake, Acoord-
ingto Crty Stormwater Engi-
neer David Hagarman, the
v asive planis overwhelm-
ing the popular lake

Althgugh the lake, com-
monly called the Duck
nd, iz owned by the
tain City Lions Club,
AlS0 owins and main
the 7.0 acre park, the
ty has been tacking a pol
Iution problem for several
years

30 far itis reported the
¥ has sant mora than
$760,000 on projects at
Fountain City Lake since
2014, including dredging
draining cheaning. pump
repairs and rapairing ul&‘
aarthan walls

For several yeara the city
has bean warning visitors
niet 1o fead the ducks and
awans human food and
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Fouiain City Lake is fmfested with parrof feather grase and clean up wos scheduled to begin on August 27, Part of the
infestation comes from peaple dimping their aguariums in the waters there.

had placed acceptabile
food wending machines
thara for feading the water
fowl. Trout have bean
stocked ir
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. repaired
and aliowed © refill, Sever-
al matural springs feed the
ska and are the asource  The |atast source of

e |lake sinceé Ot First Creek that runs  the infestaton of parrot found at the bOTIoM near
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from tha lake southward feather weads appaars o
and empties into the Ten- be people dumping their
nessea River downtown

aquariums in the lake
Aquarium gravel has baan

the edge of the lske Some
people may think they are
saving Lhair goldfish or
other aquarium inhabit-
ants but dumping aquari-
ures there have created a
growth of parrot feather
which has gvertaken the
walars

It ssemsz a never-end-
ing problem for the lake
and work thare was sched-
uled © begin last month
with inm mmhkmg partin

County Sheriffs

rartment's voluntary
WOk nilease Do Eram

The weead removal plan
irvolved a small draw-down
of watsrs thare and the uss
of machamical cutters and
rakes o remove the weeds

“City Pulbiic Sarvica work
ara will then vacuum out
i lake's frsh screen that
M contained in the outlat
structure © remove any
waed fragments that got
rappad thers,” Hagarman
said prior 10 the operation
baginning
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