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Citizens sue county over alleged charter violations

By Focus Staff

Fricay a lawsuil was fled in
Chancery Court by several citi-
zens asking that the actona of
the Knox County Retirement
Board, the Knox County Mayor
and the Knox County Commes-
sion be overtwrmed becauss of
viglatons of the Knox County
Chartar

The class-action suit, on bahalf
of Chriz Exters, John Story, John
Fugate, Shirley Smith, Wayne
James, Travor Wills, Shane Reed,
Robiin Reed, Ligyd Petier, Melis-
sa Pefter, Jacob Collin Thurber,
and Zachary Petar Thurber on
behalt of citizens and taxpayers

school students to retinees.

of Encx County, alleges that the
county s paying relrees more
than allowed by wotars

The dispute goes back o
whaen the Pension and Retire-
ment Board began paying sher-
iff department employees above
their normal TE% of their sala-
mea for the past two years of their
diuty there. The Knox County Law
Director's office kearmed of the
incluzion of unused leave pay in
the calcuations, which means
that those employees undar the
UOPE plan, could draw from 85
1 100% of their salanes for the
restof their lives

THE UOPP plan began in 2007

and wotsra approved of the
system allowing retirees 10 also
draw 3 3% annual cost of living
n their retremeant Indtially the
planinciuded no additional funds
from their unused vacation days
In 2017 Officer Gregory Gass
retired and the Pension Board
sdded T3 days of ‘poat asver
ance” 10 the monthly benefits
Gass sued the peansion board and
demanded 175 daya be added 0
his benefita, bringing his retre-
mant 1o 100% of his former pay
plus 3% a year

The UOPP plan was abandonsd
n 2004 but not before the Pan-
sion Board began including

ul ed vacation pay in all of
the retiress leaving the Sheriff's
Office that were wndar the plan

The Law Department aued the
Pansion Board saying the board
unilaterally increased the retire-
ment pay and the board is specifi-
cally forbeddan 1o taka the action
and np consent was gven to the
board

The Pansion Board's attormeys
fold the board that the incresas
would not increase the finan-
cial obligation of the county. The
opurt held that the board had no
notice or conaent and the entire
question rested onwhetheror not
accrued leave coud be included

By Mike Steely
steelymaknoxforus.oo

in the retirement. A judgameant
was Tortheoming when the Pen
sion Board, sccording to the
clasa action filing, conapined with
the Knox County Mayor and the
Shenff to sesk a “ssttlement” of
the izsuss

The setlement would parmit
the 492 remaining UOFF partic-
ipants to conbinue drawing the
axtra mongy each manth wpon
retirement. The mayor called
8 special session of the Knox
County Commission one week
before the final hearing and, in a
SR vDE, they moved 0 iorce the
Law Director w drop the lawsuit

No more gun shows
at Chilhowee Park?

Mayors communicaton
director, respondad in
kind, "My underatanding
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Knoxville Songwriters Association performers af last year’s Fountain City Music Festival ranged in age from high

Songwriters Perform Free Concert
September 24 at Fountain City Library

Members of the Kngoville Songarit
ers Associaton [F3A) wil periprm a
frea concert Septamber 24 at the
ammual “Fountain City Music Fest-
val * The concert will be from & 30
© 7.30 p.m. on Tussday, Saptambear
24, 2010 at the Fountan City Lbrary,
B300 Stanton Apad

“This avent will include spacial pre-
2entatons honorng two of gur memr-
bers, both leaders in East Tennesses's

songwriting community, who passed
away mance a3t year's concert,” said
K3A Presmdent Edna Fiddick. “Wall
pay fribute o Rick Irwin, an accom-
plished singar-spngwniar who served
a5 K3A vice presidant and Cyndy
Montgomery Reeves, founder of the
Smoky Mouniaing Songwriters Fes-
tval.”

"Our annual concert of original
music s also a way of expressing

thanks 1o Manager Bizsbseth Melson
and the lbrary staff for hoating our
mestngseach Tussday,” sakd Rddck
Founded in 1883 K354 is East Ten-
nessee's largeat and most inclusive
songeriting organization. The group
hgids a jam sessign at & pm, each
Tuesday in the Fountain City Library,
followed by 3 mesting from G 8pm
which includes writng lessons, gueat
apeakers and song crijoues

Savan Knosvilla City
Council membars are
sponsoring & reaolution
expressing concarn about
parmitting city-ownad
0 be used for
gun shows. Two such
shows are schaduled at
Chilhowes Park November
30t and Dacember 28th

Tha draft resolution
reqUEsts that gun shows
nd longer ba conducted at
facilities owned and opar-
ated by the City of Knox-
wille. Sponaars of tha reso-
Iutsamn include Gwan hc k-
@nzie, Stephan Bich,
Seama Singh, Marshall
Stair, Andrew Roberto,
Laiifén Ridad and Finbarr
Saunders

“Owned and operated
by the city” may be the
problem with the resolu-
tion. The Knowville Focus
asked the mayors office
o clarify

°l believe the council
resolution's intentis for all
the city facilibes, whether
operated by SMGor LPGA
for the city. 50, the law-
yers will Ipok &t the word-
img and clarnify it iIf need

be,” Mayor Madeline
Fioger responded
Eric Vreeland, the

i3 that the resolution sug
ports banmng gun shows
at all City-owned propsr-
s and facilitios”

The rasalution “sxpness-
@3 concern about the
policy of allowing gun
shows™ and is not, at thes
point, a prohibition until
further action is takan
With saven of tha ning
council members spon-
soring the idea only Mark
Campen and George Wal-
ace are not included as
sUpROrErs yet
he city council will slso
VOl ON @ purchase and
sale agresmeant for the
future aite of the Public
Satety Comples at the
formar 5t Mary's Hospi-
tal at 900 East Oak Hill
just off North

Avariug
Broadway
Alz0 on the agends =
a praliminary anginear-
ing and fnal dezign for
a greenway connector
between Suttrese Landing
ard lland Home Asvenue
A wansporiaton study of
Magnolia Avenue, Rut-
ledge Fike and Asheville
Highway iniarsection
will alz0 be discussad
The council may revisit

—Continue on page 2

Residents seek solution to flooding in Fountain Gate

By Ken Lay

Homeowners who reside on
2 secton of Tazewsll Pike i the
Fountan Gate subdivison have
s2en the area ravaged
water, And inan atlen
soluticns, tha homeownars called
on Knox County Commissicner
Michale Carringar

Caringar, who represants the
2rad District and |ives in the com-
mrity, Sprang iro acton

She mat with residants Tuss-
day afternoon st the Knox County

Engirmaring and Puble Works
Building

Qi ks froem the Kincooville Uigli
tes Board and Ko County Engl
reanng attendsd slong with b
wille City Councilagman Lauw
Rickar and Knoxwills mayoral can-
didate Eddie Manniz, County
Mayor Glenn Jacobs also had a
raprasaniative prasent

Fountsin Gate residents
Edward MeCarty, Jim Parker and
Stewa Ward enprassad thair con-
cerns about the flooding that nas

damaged homes and properies
The flooding also makes itimpos-
sible for emergency velucles and
residants o anter and axit the
subdivision

“Thes i a sately issue and my
diaughiter couldn't @t in and out
becsuss of the flooding.” Carrin-
gar said. | called the county sav-
aral times aven bafore | was on
County Commission

“Thesa are the taxpayers and
we have 10 remembar that we
wiork for them

The thres residents all agres
that the fiooding is a probiam and
all said that they couldn't get help
on Tazewall Pike bac suse tha city
county and state all control differ-
ant sec bons of the state highway

Carringar noted that the area
where fiooding ia &t ita worst liea
in the county but the city has
accass through the road

“Tazewell Fike iz a heavily
traveled state road which runs
through tha city and tha county,”
she 3aid, “This part of Tazewsll

Lorenta’s Closet is a

WOImEn assisting

mission for women by

Pika 13 in tha county but the city
has sccess through it

“Flooding at this location has
bacoma a safaly issua with Gars
and emergency vehicles unable
oy gt o gh during downpours

Then there's the issus with
fiopding that MeCarty said has
atways been a problem. but has
only @B worss recantly

“Ihave a nehbor who is elder-
ly and her whola back yard is a
ratention ditch,” MeCarty said
— Confinued on poge 4

Last Satun of each month
Fun begins @ 10 a.m.

ourthey Oak Lane, 37938,

womien with clothing &
accessories,

Turming negatives into
positives with God's
help. PLEASE JOIN US.

Stunning SBR, 21BA, 1432 SF
basemen rancher is on a large lot in
a hot neighborhood. Recent updates
inchide  mew  hardwood  iloars
upstainn & stainless  appliances.
$229 500 MLS 1091475

Chiristus Vietor Lutheran Chirch
4110 Central Avene Pike
Knewville 37972
(BE5) 687-6622




