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Knox County’s ‘Safe Babies Court’ Is Working

By Focus Staff

Faw people pay
much attenbon ©
the court syatem
umtil or unless they
have a legal prob-
lem, Folks are too
basy from day to day
o gwe much thought
iz such things. nor
do pecple much
care about the vari-

Juvenile Court
Juedge Thm Irwin

the circuit, chancery
and juvenile courts
The juvenile court =
headed by perhapa the
most easily ecognized
Judge in Knox County
Tim Irwin, Judgs Irwin
s slll remembered
fondly by many Kngx
Countians from hi
days playing football at
the Univeraity of Ten-

ety of iocal courts - - - the smaill
claims court, the criminal courts

nesses Defone going pro and play-
ing with the Minnesota Vikings

MANNIS CAMPAIGN OPENS EAST KNOX OFFICE

it

ville office. Sfop by and wisit 900 East Hill Ave Swite 110!

"

Children’s Hi

An Academc-All-Amenic an who B
n the Minnesota Vilngs Hall of
Fame, Tim Irwin planned for the
day when one career was gver
and had prepared for another
Irwin went D law achool, atart-
ng when he was still playing foot-
ball and cbtained his |aw degrea
andbegan a lagal pracice, When
luvenile Court Judge Carey Gar-
retl passed away, Tim Fwin was
appoinied by the Knox County
Commisson and ran for & full
temm unopposed 1o succeed him

o a — . 2 . 1
Campaign consultant Gary Drinnen, volunteers Linda Conner and Linda Freeman, and mayoral candidate
Eddie Mannis relax after putting some finishing fouches on the Manmis Campaign’s Downtawn/East Knox-

Irwin = an iImposing man and
a no-nonsense depenser of the
law, & conzervative Republican
who manages o be far and com-
passionate. Il was this same
impozing man who has invited
dogs into the court o comiort
children, as wall as keeping a
warehouse full of stuffed aremals
fior youngsters, [tis a heartwarm-
ing and mamorable sight 1o iter-
ally e Judge Irwin handing out
feddy bears with & grin © achild
wio i3 confused and frightenad

Irwin runz the administrative
sice Of the juvenile court oper
ation, which includes represen-
tatives from seweral other state
and local offices including the
sheriffs department, the atior
ney general's office. the publc
detender’s office, and the depart:
ment ot children’s services, all
the while maintaining a heavy
courtdocket

The juvenile court has ite very
own clerk of the courts, who

— Continue on page 2

Knox County,
Pension Board
circling wagons

UGO holds children’s hospital benefit

FRITE B MR 5T BELY

Joiming the Ghosth

at the UG Fi _
pival, folu Hicksnan who organized the eveit, and Andrea Thrasher of UGO. The Chaprian Highway UGO Epic Evesit
Saturday drew hindreds of parests and children who bought raffie tickets to support the Children’s Hospital and char-

for East

teed with various mascots and comic book and movie characters.
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e | REDUCED 2 be, 1 bath, femme
1,234 squiase faot cottage in
quict comtrpside, seftled
o 1 acre. Mew carpet. Over-
e Hea Pump w67 peal | ot
ol roof. Wood burming stove in lrving mam. MLS# 1072627 599,900
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I were Angie Howell of the hos-

By Mike Steely

In what bagan as a rou
time mesting of the Knox
County Retramantand Pan
sicn Boand stopped abrupt:
ly tem minutes into the ses-
30N whan pansion board
atworrey Jobn Cwings stood
and declarsd the board was
EDInEIniD axscutive. Anyons
not a member of the board
oF &N auUhorEed county offe
cial was tokd 1o leave the
meating

Like Dld West settiers
tha knox County Pansion
Board, Mayor and County
COMIMISSIOn Mave Dgun ci-
cling theair wagors in prepa-
ration of an attack

The private  Session
between the board, the
atiomey, sndcounty admin-
istration last Monday lasted
almast an hour. During
the executive session
Ko County Mayor Glann
Iacobs entered the meet-
ing, stayad for a brief bme,
and laft agan haading back
© himoffice in Room &40

The Kngxville Focus
waited outside the closed

doora until invied back in
Tha pansion board recon
vanad 115 maatng and
COwings addressed the
mambars. It bacama obwi-
ous that his remarks had
already been hesrd during
the private sessicn. He
sad the new class acson
lawsLit agairat the county
was related 10 the pension
board's allewing vacaton
pay 1 be included n shar-
itf dapartmant amployes’s
ratiemant. it bacame otwi-
oUs that & decision was
miada in the auscutive 3a3-
=ign but had 10 b= “public”
wath @ recueest and vote by
tha board mambers in an
OpEn SSEsI0n

Owings called the suit
‘unnecessary” and said it
Tacks merit,” adding that
o TS T P e s Sl 1
tad in & former [ewsauit

He then asked the board
1o authore him o iner
vene’ as ther repressents-
twe Although the pension
biovard was notnamed in the
|awsuit the board members

—Cantinued an page 2

Many questions remain
about relocating the
school offices

By Mike Stealy
steelym . knoafoass .com

Why are the county
mayor and s0me mem-
bers of commission rush.
ing e approval of a lease
of the Tvia East Tower for
the Knox County School
Fystem? What's tha actual
value of the Andrew John-
son Building whare the
school systam is currantly
housed?

Whiat's the actual projec-
tion of moving expanses
and upkesp st the Towers
comparad with maints-
nance and oparation at
the AJ Bulding over the
naxt savaral years? Who
supplied the figures on
the value of the AJ Build-
ing and the expanses tha
county will need o pay at
thi Towers?

Why haven't the school
superintendent or the
schonl boand Deen askied
if they want 1o move to the

TWA Towers? Why is the
supennigndent being reat
e 50 roughly becsuse he
has questions?

How does the parking
at the Towars compang 10
parking &t the AJ Bulding?
Is there a problem with
thie pubdic visitng the Tl
owned buikding and what
about TVA supplying the
saturity thare instaad of
the Pubiic Bulding Author-
“'.

Thesa are all questions
that came up during and
after the Fnow County Com-
mission mesting lastweak
Commissioner Larsen lay
had a discussion added o
the agenda Tegarding the
powEnbal 10 aton move of
Kinox County Schools.” Jay
called the proposed move
“an OpPOFIUNIY 10 Save
%20 to $30 million and
build more schools” He
called i proposal 10 Sel

___Continue on poge 4



