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Did the Pension Board violate Sunshine Law?

By Mike Stealy
SeEmar Writer

The stepa for going into
an exgcutive session, a3
outlined by Roberts Rules
of Order, were not followed
during the September
Knox County Retirement
and Pengion Board meet-
ing and may have violated
state and local Sumshine
Laws a3 well. Normally an
execulive Session can be

requested by a board chair
and a mobon made by the
mwemibsers with the magonty
chogaing 10 clgse itz door
for some business under
mcst procedural nules
However, the penaon
board's attorney. John
Owings, requested the
executive sessign himself
and no vole was apparently
takan. The press and public
had 1o leave during the
near hour-long executive

ISIB0N

Owings i not a voting
mambar or mamber of the
board

‘When the board resumed
business and the media
waz allowed back in
Cwings, not Chres Caldwell
who had been chairing
the public meeting, con-
tinued 0 lead the mest-
ng and said the pension
board desires i Thave its
own eounsel” regarding a

lawsuit filed agsinat Knox
County. He than askadior a
motien that he be allowed
o represent the pension
board in the county's law-
and Commission-
er Brad Andsrs moved ©
suthorize him o enter the
case The wole was unan-
imous, without a discus-
00N

Whather the Chancery
ludge will permit zuch
entry in the cases by Owings

suit

may be a decision based
on how the outside atior-
iy feals aboutitor whath
&r or not the executive ses-
aion was legally called by &
moton

It Owings called the
executive session, then
any decision of the pan-
aion board during or after
the sacret mesting could
be void. The executive sas-
aion was noton the aganda
for the Seplembar mestng

Only members of the board,
including four Knox County
Commissioners, the pen:
zign statf, the atiorney, and
brigfly Mayor Glenn Jacobs
ware present in the closed
se33i0n

ltrz against the Sunshine
Law for two or mone com-
miasionens to discuss com-
mission business items
outside a public meet-
ing of the commission,

Former Knosville mayor and Tennessee governor Bill Haslam catches up with mayoral candidate Eddie Mannis,

left, and David Wright, right, at Wright's Cafeieria, a popular spoi in Knoxville known for homemade lunches.

Carson Dailey Launches

By Focus Staff

Carzon Dailey, the popula
COMMISSIONeT répfassnt
Knoxville
campaign
BEQ" on Maryville Pike Through
mpst of the evening South Knoxvil-
liame mixed with elected ptficials
all of whom were thare 10 support
Carzon Dailey

Drailey, hiz wife Tamnmy by his side
graated Charlie Susand Ir, tha Clark
of the Circuit, Civil Sessipns and
Juwenile rta, Regater of Deeds
Hick McBride, and Law Director Bud

ounty
£ South
launched his reelection
for 2020 at “Love That

Armatrong, who had justisftanewent  City

for hia Chief Deputy, David Buuck
whi IS runming 1 Succedd ham

State Senator Becky Duncan
Mazsay dropped by 0 visit, as she

reprasants South Knoolle in Nash.
wille. Dailey sl atiracted a solid
gathening of former officials who
all representad South Knoxville at
one time or another. Mick Pavlis,
who represanied South Kngoville on
the oty council, was busy greating
old friends, Pavlis is almost single-
handedly responaible for the revital-
ization of South Knoxville insida the

Reelection Campaign

. Pavliz and Caraon Dailey worksd
clossly together. Former County
Commissioner Mike Brown came
t0 3e= friends, aupport Dailey and
enjoy 20me tasty barbecus  Former
COUNTY COMMISSionar and slate rap-
resentative and Focus columniat Ray
Hill made hiz way through the crowd
betore leaving with a sampling of
barbecus and Walter Love's special
banana pudding

Jokhn Fing, a lawyar and high rank-
ing official in several Republican

Conti on page 2

Only 11% voters
take advantage
of early voting

By Mike Steely
SeriorWriter
.com.

There are 92993 regsterad votars in Knoxville
bt only 10 876 votes, about 11%, were castinaarly
woting. That's batiar than in past yaars but much less
than what it may have been if the election was held
during a stale or faderal alaction

Abmantss vots Btals in the sarly balloting was 892
bringing the antiree & arly vote Dtals 1 11,868 What
doas the alaction commission forecast for the wn-
outin Tuesday's Bection Day wotaks?

Chris Davia, deputy director of the election eom-
mimsion, said Friday thatthey are expacting anywhare
fromm 13 000 o 15,000 mora voters Tussday, bringing
the Dtal 1 somewhene betwesn 25,000 and 27,000

Lot i pege 2

County hires new
lobbying firm

By Mike Steely
S-Er‘im'l\'ﬂllh

Kayor Glenn Jacobs has hired a new lobbyingcom-
pany to represant the county in the Nashwvile
Eryan Hair spoke for the county mayor duning last
weak's Fngx County Commizaign meetng, announc-
ing the hinng of Siones Rver Group on a one-year
contract. He sand the naw govermment ral ations con-
tract with the firm he called "a public policy advocaia”
callz igr a weelly |legslatve wrap-up 1o be sant
The $60.000 contract agreament, ha says,includes
$2 500 © cover regiatration of the confract, lodgng
fees and travel to and from Knox County . Hair said
Contin

an page 2

Open house allows residents to vulce East Knuxvulle traffic concerns

By Ken Lay

Residents, business owners
and other citizens received the
oppertunity w voice their con-
carns about East Knouville trat
fic pattarns at an opan housa
‘Wednesday night &t Honey Rock
WVic torious Church Intarnatbonal

Tha City of Enduvilla, in con-
junction with the Tennesses
Dapartmant of Transportation
and Graham Smith Construction,
conducted & preliminary road
stucly 1o discuss possible rano-
vations 1o Magnolia Ave . Rut-
ledge Pike and Asheville Highway

© make that area of East Knox-
ville sater and mome accessible o
pedestrians. bike nders, drivers
and these who take public tran-
=lin the ama

Tha opan house was atlanded
by City Council members Georgs
‘Wallace and Finbarr Saunders

Tha opan house was hosted
by Dawn Michelle Foster City of
¥noxville Director in for the Office
of Redavelopmant

“We want this area © bs more
afficiant and safe for all who use
the roadway, " Fostarsaid. “We'rs

— Confinued on poge 2
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== City of Knoxville
Bedevelopement
Dvirector Dawn
Michelle Foster
discusses
possible changes
to East Knoxville
traffic patterns
al an open
house at Homey
Rock Victorious
Church
International
Wednesday.
Photo by Ken
Lay.
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