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Emerald Youth cuts ribbon on
community center in Lonsdale

fields ai the new sporits and community facility located on Texas Avenue.

By Ken Lay

The Emerald Youth Foun-
dation opaned a community
caniar in Lorsdaks |3t wesk
Thea nevw Hasl arn-Saraomm Min-
istry Complaxatficially opanad
Thursdiay. s lbcated on Tees
Avenue between Stonewall
and Sharman Streats

It features a pair of oukdoor
soccer felds, a gymnasium
with four courts, a workout
room, a café, which doubles
& the concession stand for
SPOrting evants, an arts min-
istry room and a community
OO,

Tha 30.000 square foot
facility ia home o educational
Tazilives and & hasith Conter
which iz & jpirt venturs nun by
Cherokes Heslth Sysems and
UT Madic al Caritr

The facility cost spprom-
mately $8 million and wes
funded by Dea and hmmy
Healam and Elissbeth and
Bill Sanzom. The certar will
be leased W Emarald Youth
Foundation for $1 per year

The new complex eoured
approval from multiple legs-
|ative bodies ncluding Koo
wille City Council, Kngw Counity
Comimizsian, the ¥nox Courty
Board of Educaton, as well
as the board of Knooville

The Emerald Youth Foundation apened the Haslam-Sansom Ministry Complex Thursday. This is one of two turf soccer
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Emierald Youth Foundation DNrector of Lovsdale Area Ministries Kevin DuBose condiicts a
tour af the new Haslam-Sansom Ministry Complex, which apened last week. Pictured with
DiiBose is lovigtine Lonsdale resident loey Kyle.

Community Devalopment Cor-
poration

The City of Kngille had
3 hand in the construction
of the facility aa it upgraded
e irifrastrctune anund tha
perimeter of the complex. The
oty added adewalks, stest-
light and other ameanitbes

Emerald Youth Foundation
and Chist Emcutive Officer
Steve Deges was extramely
grateful for all the people who
miade the new comple, whch
will sarva both the youth and
adufts of the Loradale Comr
munity, @ reality

My massage 33 we opan
thim facility @ vary simply one
of gratitude,” Diggs sad. 7|
am grateful to the owners
who are not only contnibuting
Hiair resources 10 this proj-
ect but bebeving with us that
Fngeealle 13 a cify whera every
child, in evary nesghborhood,
can hawe the opportunity for
a il ife

7 am also grateful for the
leadership of the Lonadale
neighborhood who had the
mitial vision fior this project
and workad all along the way
o irmure that (T woulkd Decome

ameaity”

The facility celebrated it
OMficial grand Openingin  car-
amony Thursday afternoan,
but members of the madia
vl Enan a tour of tha com-
plex earber in the day

The four was guided by
Favin DuBose, the direcior of
Lonadale Area Minatnes for
the Emerald Foundaton

“We have a Career and Call-
ing Room where we gfferedu-
cational oppor tunmes or stu-
dents until they finshcollegs,”
DuBcme sad “We hawe ACT
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Mayor Rogero agrees
to save Caswell Park
parcels, relocate
homeless housing

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
o

In a lettar 10 Parkridge residents Knowville
Mayor Madelne Rogero is proposing a com-
promize. She is suggesting closing & poruon
of Myrtle Street and allowing volunteer Minis-
try Centgr 0 expand a homeless housang unit
there

The location is near the three parcels on
Fitth Avenue acdioineng Caswell Park and would
Save ThOSE 33 OPen Space and part of the park
Rogero plans © ssk the city council 10 withdraw
a Zoning change recquest for those three prop-
erties in January and 1 approve the closure of
Myrtle Strest when they mestin February

She is asking the direcior of parks © then
ineluchy thar thrss city-owned parcels into the
programming of Caswell Park. Many Parkridge
residants had no objection 1 housing for tha
homeless but wanied 10 save The Uves pieces
of property. Mayor Rogero says the compromizs
will peTess L CiLy'S Suppor LoT housing and bar-
afit the residents as wall

TVA Tower
move hits snag

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym=kn

When the Knox County Commission mests
Dday N regular Se55i00 the propoSed asement
agraamant with TVA 10 move the school admin-
mtration offices to the Esst Towsr may ses dif-
ficLilty in passing

During the commission work sassion last
week ¥nox County Law Director Richard (Bud)
Armstrong poented out that the agmement &
“wary complex” and hes oo many blank apaces

“I'm not happy with what you hawve before you
WoRight,” AFmStrong Wwid the commissionars
He 3aid he prefera a lease instead of an ease-
ment He also 3ad that the commisaion ‘does
not hawve the right 10 pick school proparty. He
=aid picking a aite for the achool offices iz the
duty of the schogl board and superintendeant,

“We have anticad the school system,” he said
ot the only proposal presented, to reloc ate the
offices to the TvA Tower “This body does not
have the power 10 dictate over the schooks.”
he zaid

i an poge 3

Religious Release Time Policy Opposed with 5-4 Vote at BOE

By Amy Box Fellhoelter

In the midst of holday
hustle and bustle, the
main assembly room of
the City-County Building
waa found 10 be full again
last Wednesday night as
tha wota tor policy J-171
“Released Time Religous
nstruction” wasschedued
0 take place

Once the consant
agenda was approved, a
puilic forum time allowad
for 22 people residing
within and outside of Knox
County 1 spaak about the
policy. Many individuals

Bave responses in regard
o what board members
and forum participants
sald the previous week
during the work session
Marry of the parents and
grandparents who came
0 show thair support for
policy JA71 zpoke out as
Christians waning Bibde
irstruc ton for students, yet
just g3 many Chnstans da-
agreed with the palicy, such
as Charles VanBeak of
KnoxCounty, He is a grand-
father of five grand: hildran
in the Knox County Schoo
aysiem. vVanBeak quoted
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i
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the "Fruitof the Sperit” pas-
sage from Galatans 522
23 but disagreed with the
policy because It coulkd be
amanded, and disrupbons
would hinder the leaming
of students. He stated the
school classroom is for
inatruction by the teachers
and not for moral eaching

A fourth-grads stwudant's
perspactive was expressed
[y Cloa Bryantwho atlends
Starchi Blemantary School
and the release program
She explained that pro-
gram participants, “Sing
and dance to worship

songs’ hear a Bible story,
pray. play a Bible story
game, and eat a snack
s really fum wani o
have a good relationship
with God,” she added
First Lieutenant Ashley
Ricklas of tha Army Nauon-
al Guard reminded kstan-
ers, “We have i devole
religous tme for our sol-

diers because of the Impor-
tance of their religious free-

doms and whatitmaans 1o
them. | don't see why our
childran should ba any dif-
farant”
“There

s no legal

CHRISTUS, VICTOR

Iimpediment 10 this at
all. and it's good for kids
acadamically,” declared
Clayton Wood who rums
an afier-achool program
through S04R Youth Min-
istries. He claimed the
policy 0 be complataly
legal, and informed the
crowd that ence-a-month
largs group setlings are
net conducive with groom-
ing for child abuse Ha said
if the policy does not pass,
“Farants will S5y the school
did not ascommodate me,
and in Tannassss tha most
hostile school 1o the Bible

has been Knox County
Schools ™

Knox County parent
Ginger Reese gave 2
parental decres in sup
part of children learn-
ing about God duning the
relaase tima The decree
began, “Today on Dec. 11,
2019, the parents of Fnox
County dacres that we weal-
come Jesus Christ into our
schools”

New wpics addressad by
community members were
parantal rights not being
usurpad becauss parant

—LContinue on page 2

Historic Wedding

Qenue

Basilt in 1886, Shannondale

Comforters, Drapes, Quilts & More
In Fountain City
Full Service Dry Cleaner & Laundry
688-2191 www.hallscleaners.net

Preshyterian Church offers a
raditional wedding seming
with stadned gliss windows
and a center aisle. Contaet
Wedding Coordinanor, Sarah
Wicher at 8654566023,



