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Pension Board may be added to lawsuit

By Mike Stesly
S iar Wiiter
C0IM.

Chancery Judge John Weaver
quizzed atiormey Johm Owings
Thursday moming about the
Finox County Retirement and Fen-
zion Board entering the lawaurt
betwean Knox County Citzens
and Knge County. The suit, which
doesn'tinclude the pansign board
as aparty, i being delayed for

30day=

Judgs Weaver 3aid that Owings
should have included a “plead-
ing" & o why the board should
be sliowed o take part John Val-
liant, the outsde atiorney hired
to defend the county mayor and
commizzion, said he had no
objection 10 the pension board
being inc ludied

“The real party should be the
panmon board, they need © be

aparty,”

Tom McFarland, represanting
the citizens’ class acUon suil, said
he was ready to g0 ahead with
the czae but Weaver asked him
what party would be resporsitle
for penaltiea if the class acton
suit prevaits. McFarland replied it
would be the county but ‘Weaver
indicated that the hable party
would be the persion board,

Owings was ©Id 1 complete a

pleading and return it to the court
before the next heaning
KeFarland wold the cowrt that
the county charter clearly states
that the pension board haz no
SUThONTY 10 up ratiree pay
‘Weaver ssked M Farland if the
ciizans won the suit who would
anforca it adding that as the pen-
sion board writes the retirement,

doea the calculations. writes
LConti an poge 3

I'm going to vetlp it”
Mayor Glenn Jacobs told
tha media folowing tha first
vote by the Knox County
Commission 10 autho-
rize a feasibility study on
Froxvilke Center Mall. The
mation, imroduced by Com-
mizsioner Justin Biggs,
wolld Includs taking bds
on astudy of the suitabiiity
of the empty mall o house
mueh of Knox County Gov-
arnment

Frior 0 the regular mest-
ing of Knox County Com-
mission, Mayor Jacobs
announced he would be
asking for posiponeamant
mowving the school offices
o the Twa Towsr and 1o
pestpons the sale of the
Andrew Johnson Building
He promises a vote of the
comImission in January but
it i bacoming obvious that
the COMMISH0ON May not
approwve thoss deals

Opponents of the mall
Idea have cited tha City of
Knouville not being intar-
eatad in joining the county
there. Deputy Knoxville
Mayor Bill Lyona clarifisd
that atatement during
pailic Torum by Sayng thi
city "haz not investad” in
purawng a study.

A qQusck Survay Of com-
mizzigners by The Focua
indic ates & majority of the
mambars opposes the T
Tower agreemeant

Commussioner Charles
Buslar's original mation an
the mall was 1o "sxplore the
possibidity of purchasing”
tha miall. The Biggs motion
bailt om Busler's dea but
deleted “purchasing” uniil
2 study could ba done on
the bullding, g@rounds, and
tranaportaton in the area

Commissioners Randy
Smith, Brad Anders,
Larsan Jay. Evelyn Gill and
Chairman Hugh Hystrom
opposed the study motcen
with Gill sapng the entine
ares needs such a study
Busler and Comimiss ongr
Michale Carringar sakd they
met with the mall owrera
and the owrers are willing
W0 cormider salling the com-
plex. Busler proposed sev-
aral possibie uses and said
b was smply asking for a
atudy

Jacobs old the commis-
sion the cost par square

The colos f C_hriss!

BJ Edwards slans a shot for Knoxville Catholic High School early in the season and his
basketball shoes are perfect for this time of the year. Please check out a variety of high
school sports coverage in this week’s Sports and Recreation, Section .

No microbreweries
permitted in county
neighborhood
commercial zones

By Mike Steely
Sqmior Writer
sheelyen = kno:

Tha Ko County Com mission
votad, after much debiate in the late
hours of a long mesting lzst wesk. 1D
affactivaly kill allowing microbrewarias
in Nesghiborhood Commarcial 2ones
Allcwing braweries on a use on review”
in those 2enes split the commission
ina 7 1o 3 vote with Commissionar
Richie Baaler pasaing on the vote
Commissionars lohn Schoonmaker
and Michala Carringar spoka against tha
2nd reading of the proposed ordinance
Schoonmaker said having brewaras in
CN zones would hurt neighborhoods
Carningsr said passng the ordnance
wiuld ‘open oursslvas to loopholes ”
Flanning Director Gerald Grean
Ol the commission that whils Dars
are not allowsd, restaurants sarving
bear are parmitied. He also 3aid
theat @ @stablishment might quality
for a stats liquor license and sal
microbrewed beer legally in the zones
Graan also Sad that & restaurant
in thosa zones can legally have
a mcrpbrewery inzide and not
widl @t tha county | aws
Commuzsioner Larsen Jay said, It's
tme © evolve &3 3 counity and embrace
microbrawarias " Ha noted that the
ordmance change passad the planning
commission with a unammous vots
Only Jay, Evalyn Gill and Hugh Nystom
woted in fawgr of alliowing the breweries
In the neighborhood commercial 2ones
Tha changs failed with the majority of
commission oppoeing the changs.

Elks Lodge 160 make veterans’

By Bill Howard
this year much more mery than  opened

holiday season merrier

clothing and toiletnies. Occasion-

The Christmas holidays can
b & happy and joyous tme with
tamily and frienda. Or they can be
anything but, for those who are
akore, or nead regular care. ILcan
be an especi ally difficult time for
the elderly or infirm

EBatause of the ganarosity of
the Knoxwille Elks Lodge mem-
bars and athars from tha comimu-
nity, soma 140 retired vatarans
in Knoxville will have a Chretmas
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thiry otherwise would

On Tuesday right, Dec. 17,
membera of the lodge, along
with volureers from the Naton-
al Guard, hauled hundrads of gift
bags from the Elke Lodas No. 160
on Lonas Or. 10 the Ban Alchkey
Tanrasses State Velrans Homa
inthe Karms area The bags were
filled with wish-ist itarrs the vet
arans requestad. IUs bean an
annual event since the home

Ineiny Chiistmas

1 'L

‘For the last 14 years we've
dona thes on a yearly basis,” said
Gary Ellia, Exalted Rulsr of Elka
Lodge 160. "We have 50 © B0
ve'terans that we take We teil the
facility how Many veerans we can
take and they gat the list ogether
Whan thay astabishaed tha vatar-
an's home, we started taking gfe
o tham avery Christmas”

Typical itams in the bags are
common daily things mosty

865.45
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ally something extra like a DVD
playar of CD player 5 recquestsd
Bliiz 3aid the Elka have never yet
Tailed © meet a request. “We've
raver had an instance whate we
couldn't fill it sg their lists are
filled.” he said

“We g0 10 each one of our rasi-
denta and &3k ey, what would
you like for Christmas’ and it's

ers Clint

7.0704



