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* HUGE AUCTION *
FRIDAY, Jan 10 at 6PM

Over 400 lots! See pictures al
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Knoxville celebrates Emancipation Day

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

It was a celebration of
freedom tinged with prom-
ises yet unfulfilled. The
157th MNational Obser-
vance and 7th Knoxville
Observance of the Signing
of the Emancipation Proc-
lamation on MNew Year's
Day saw many speakers

talk about the history and
future of African Ameri-
cans

The Historic Mt Zion
Eaptist Church was packed
for a celebration that
could only be described
as inspirational. Much in
the spirit of a church ser-
vice with hymns separat-
ing the speakers, the cere-
many recounted President

Abraham Lincoln's procla-
mation and the struggles
since then to achieve full
freedom as American citi-
223

Rev. John A Butler
spoke along with several
other local pastors includ-
ing Rev. Harold A Middle-
brook. Also speaking at
the Knoxville NAACP-spon-
sored event were state

Representative Rick Sta-
ples and Vice Mayor Gwen
Mc Kenzie

Staples recalled Knox-
ville's first African Ameri-
can state legislator, Bob
Booker, and noted some
of the accomplishments
and proposals in the leg-
islature

Councilwoman McKenzie

Rural Metro opens new

Strawberry Plains Pike fire station

By Mike Steely
Senior Writer
steelym@knoxfocus.com

Homeowners, business
owners and facilities in
the Forks of the River
Industrial Park have a new
fire station. Rural Meatro
Fire officially opened their
new facility, Fire Station
27, at 5651 Strawberry
Pike justoff Governor John
Sevier Highway, justbefore
Christmas

Fire Chief Jerry Harnish
spoke briefly and, along
with several elected county
officials, cut the ribbon on
the new facility. Harnish
said it is the first new
station in three years and
thanked several people,
including the community,
for their support

The fire station was
formerly located in
Industrial Park and the
new location, according
to Harnish, improves
response time and reduces
insurance premiums. The
new fire station houses a
pumper and a squad fruck
that carries specialized
equipment for hazardous
matarial incidents and
other emergancies.

“Giving them a better
location and equipment

and
Knox

enables them to do
an even better job of
protecting our citizens

Jacobs.
Rural

self-sustaining

subscription-based

service
are

their property,” said
County Mayor Glenn

Metro ]
with
Rural

Mo tax dollars
involved In
operation or the
station. Property owners
who are not subscribers
may still receive service
but at a higher rate than
subscribers.

Metro Fire Is

the
new

the largest private fire
departmeant in the nation
and provides fire response
and medical responss with
paramedics on fourteen
fire engines in the county.
The company has operated
in Knox County since 1977
and is designated as the

PHOTD BY MIKESTEELY

Rural Metro Fire Chief Jerry Harnish cuts the ribbon on the new Strawberry Plains Pike fire station. The chief was
Jjoined by state and county officials including Knox County Sheriff Tom Spangler.

“duly constituted” public
fire department serving
'U'Ie community

“The partnership
with Rural Mstro has
been phenomenal,”
Mayor Jacobs told those
attending the nbbon
cutting.

Something for Everyone at Grand Opening for
Southern Sweet Boutique and Salon
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The Grand Opening of the newest
location of Southern Sweet Bou-
tigue and Salon will be Satur-
day, January 11, 2020, 10:00 a.m.
at 7415 Maynardville Pike, Suite
103 in Halls
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Sisters NMikki Monroe and
Lauren Humphrey grew upin Halls
Crossroads and both have daugh-
ters of their own in Halls schools.
So when Monroe decided to put
her fashion sense and hairstylist
skills to work by starting her own
boutique and salon, locating in
Halls was an easy decision

Southern Sweet Boutique and
Salon opened two years ago in a
small location near the YMCA in
Halls and the business grew so
quickly, she already has had 10
move the business twice When
her sister Lauren, who is also
a highly skilled hairstylist and
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skincare consultant, decided to
join the team, the business really
took off. Joined by longtime Halls
cosmetologist Kathy Morgan Joy
and stylist Nicole Wittenauer, the
salon offers a variety of hair and
beauty services.

The Grand Opening of the
newest location of Southern
Sweet Boutique and Salon will
be Saturday, January 11, 2020,
1000 am, at 7415 Maynardville
Pike, Suite 103 in Halls. With a
convenient location directly in
front of Halls High school, the
store appeals 1© both high school
teens and their moms with cute,
fashionable boutique clothing

CELEBRATING

S5 YEARS
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and accessories as well as altrac-
tve haircuts, hair color experts,
and stunning hair styling for spe-
cial cccasions.

During the Grand Opening the
store will offer several specials
and flash sales on both boutique
items and salon services. Ham n
Goody's will have a pop-up store
with their famous lemon cookies
in the parking lot on opening day
from 10am. o 3p.m, with aspe-
cial gift from Southern Sweet for
each box sold. They will also have
sandwich boxes available and an
array of other delicious treats.

“We have something for

7-6622

Vrondelia (Ronni)
Chandler spoke at
the NAACP’s Sev-
enth Annual cel-
ebration of the
Emancipation
Proclamation. She
spoke of the strug-
gle for freedom
and what is yet to
be done. Photo by
Mike Steely.

High
renovation
in progress

By Mike Steely
SeniorWriter
steelym@knoxfocus .com

Old South High School's
transformation to South
High Senior Living is pro-
gressing nicelyl The
conversion of the old
school, which was built
in 1937 and closed fol-
lowing the graduation
of the class of 1976, is
quickly transforming into
the vision of Dover Sig-
nature Properties

Dover Signature Prop-
erties isdeveloping a
new Assisted Living and
Memory Care communi-
ty 10 be managed by Inte-
gral Senior Living when
completed in April 2020.
The project is estimatad
at $12 .2 million 1 restore
and renovate the 42,000-
square foot building

Helen Porter, execu-
tive director of South
Knox High Senior Living,
toured the renovations
lastweek and is excit-
ed about the progress
She is a certified demen-
tia practitioner and an
Alzheimer's disease and
dementiacare trainer
Porter said that this will
be one of the most beau-
tiful senior living com-
munities in Knoxville and
said she is thrilled for
South Knoxville natives
to have a place to call
home. Thirty-four apart-
ments will be devoted to
assisted living residents
and 24 will be devoted 10
memory care residents
Individuals age 62 years
and older may qualify for
care in the community

South High Senior Living
will offer a “vibrant way of
life” with elevated dining,
exercise classes, a full-
time nurse and care staff,
fransportation services,
shopping church ser-
vices, and much more

“The Great Room will
have the dining room and
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